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THil KF.\W YORK 



, DISTRICT CLERK^S OFFICE. 

District of Massachusetts, to wit: 

B£ it remembered. That on the sixteenth day of April,- A. D. 181S, 
and in the thirty-seventh year of the Independence of the United 
States of America; Ebenezer Merriamofthe said district, b»» depos- 
ited in this office the title of a book, the right whereof he claims as 
proprietor, in the words fc^lowing, to wit : 

*^Thelife of the late GrEN. WILLIAM EATON ; sever- 
al TEARS AN OFFICER IN THE UNITED STATES* ARMY, CONSUL 
AT THE REGENCY OF TUNISON THE COAST OF BARBARY, AND 
COMMANDER OF TH« CHRISTIAN AND OTHER FORCES THAT 
MARCHED FROM EGYPT THROUGH THE DESERT OF BARCA, IN 
1805, AND CONC^ERElS THE CITY OF DERNE, WHICH LED TO 
THE TREATY OF PEACE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
TI»E REGEI^CY OF TRIPOLI: PRINCIPALLY COLLECTED" tROM 
HIS CORRESrONDBNCE AND OTHER MANUSCRIPTS." 

In conformity to the Actoi^.^ongress of the United States, intitled, 
'* An Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies 
of Maps, Charts, and Boo£w to the Authors and Proprietors of such 
copies, during thfe.tiBies<therein mentioned ;'* and also, to an act, intitled 
^** An act suppldbentafy to an act, intitled, an act for the encouragement 
of learning, by securing the copies of Maps^ Charts, and Books, to the 
authors and proprietors of such copies dnnng the times therein men- 
tioned; an4c9ctending the benefits thereof to the Arts of Designing, 
Xngraviii^ and Etching Historical, and other Prints." 

WILLIAM S. SHAW, 
Clerk of the District ot Massachusetts, 



fCharlesT.HarbeeJc 
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THE COI^PILER^s PREFACE, 



Gen. Eaton cxpited, June Ut\ 1811. Shortiy . aftet ^ 
decease, 8e>reTal'gentlemen> who having a just» entertained a ^Sgfi o* - 
ptaioit of his .tsdenta and^rvicesy expitieed a wi^ to see a* histoid -of. 
htsslafe and atchievmentSybeltmng that iQ his numerous maniiscri|>t8 
there were an^e materials^ b^ jiudtctoiis selection^ for a biography of his- 
l^e and a relation of its principal events, that were worthy preserva- 
tion : hoping at the same time that a volume might be published ^ - 
sniffijcieat interest to defiray the expense of pubEcation, and perhaps 
yield a profit that might da much towards educating his orphan chil- 
dr^i. Major AmOs PAiNEof Woodstock^ (Con. ) the husband of ^ 
sister of Gen. Eaton, from regard to the family, and soldy with 
a Jiope of rendering it a service, offered to risque the expense -of pub- 
lication. Having been dntimately acquainted whh Eaton, and with ' 
nuith of his public life^ trusting, perhaps too much, to my judgment 
andfitness for the undertaking, Mr. Paine requested me to make the 
desired selections, and superintend the work. Being upder obU^- 
ttons^o spend the ensuing winter in the City of Washingtod*, and there 
not being sufficient time for the execution of the work befor^_the win- 
ter, it' was ag-ceed to defer it tiU the next spring. iVd*«^pointmi|it in 
procuring papei! delayed the CQmmeB::ement of the printing till late in 
the autumn of the last year. If however the volume con^ns 
amusement, instruction or interest, this delay can hav? no essential tf- 
fect in its sale.— These particulars are mentioned merely to account 
f<;^ ihc lateness of a volume so long before announced. 
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Of the greaterpart •£ his life Gen. EATOVfeqpta joarniil : he pi«. 
served copies of all his official, and most of his private letters : a 4os- 
en volumes of the size of this would not contain die whole. To ex- 
amine and GOllecty irom such a mass of papers, what is most interest-* 
ing ; and at the same time^Vi connect ity^) » to afford, from his own 
pen, a relation of his life and its principal transactions, has been a diffi^ 
cidt andiabarions undertakings Sotae thfaigs aoe pe3i:ha^s omitted 
wUdiniuiy wonldddsm^f mm; Inpotthnoe livn otfm wbiefti pe 
iftteited ; aa^ aDaiei^hig»acein«cxtcd wlieh otliBrs may-oimidar^ 
Uit)eiahie. TppteiaraHwasanin|piactfecsa^task# fiavii^no«nr 
toitmi6|iltrnOj|wdebMinf ot«|iMryfidiibk.ju^^ censwv si 
|hat judgment is to be cj(pected ; bittfensare of its hiiMA itisimatt 
would be most umnetiM. 

Not having itm^ ^eainm^ power to examine the pcaoC ifaneil it 
Ispmbable tfiatsomesiiiallennoTs of tlw press maf bediseoveitd^ 
same perhaps have esca^d^^Af own atteation : nothing I truat howtm* 
erofin^rtance. 

I at fim intended to divide the work into diapters; but ftidii|| 
^t sudi divi^on nunst beentinely arbitrary^ and that no advantafa 
couldarise frctailt^ it was deemed «Msabie mtlser $o kave thr 
li^hote to such pauses asthetafesor transactions natundly inigialt. 

Aninsertioirofthelistdf SubscribiK's was intended; but it has 

been (bund Impracticable to obtain in season the different subacnptioo 

papers issued, a few Ifofhe neigM>orhood excited : heoce,| and the 

inseilian being considered of little importance, it has beea thought 

ilhneeessay to delay the pubUc^tloA for an ab>ect of such nJnpr 

con^nquence. 

^^ The editor. 

MmkfeU, Jij^ril ^a, 1815. 
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THE LIFE 



OF 



Gm. WILLIAM EATON; 



Together with some of his CORBESPOJ^TD^ 
EJ^EjuiB OTHER WMITLJ^GS. 



* THAT biography which is dictated by the 
partiality of friendship, or is distorted by unfriendly 
prepossessions ; which in vivid colors pourtrays on- 
ly the virtues^ or with rancorous exultation displays 
only the shades of departed excellence; while it 
violates the sanctity of truths equally disappoints the 
expectations of honest curiosity^ and encourages the 
extension dP incertitude and perversion. The pablic 
have a just claim <m the man who professes to exhibit 
the character of the deceased : it claims a faithful 
likeness drawn by the pencil of truth. The old 
precept JSTil de tnortuis nisi bonum^ was never in- ' 
tended for history or biography : adhesion to such a 
dictate would effectually destroy the value of both. 

Nor can the delineation of the character^ and rela- 
tion of the actions, of an individual, be of utility to 
the reader, where are discovered only the amiable and 
exalted traits ; and where only the brilliant exploits 
are exhibited. It is not less necessary to show the 
foibles and deviations frraa duty, than the virtues and 
meritorious Atthievements ; that the former may be 
S 
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1& LIFE OF 

produced for aToidance^ and the latter displayed for 
imitation. 

The subject of these memoirs, William Eaton, 
was born at Woodstocky. Connecticut^ February S3d, , 
1764. He was the second son of Mr. Nathai#^ 
and Mrs. Sarah Eaton. His father died Nov. S3d, 
1804 : his mother is still alive. His father was a 
plain farmer, who supported his family by manual 
industry^ and, for nearly twenty years, by keeping 
school during the winter season, for which he wajsi 
qualified by more than ordinary school acquirements. 
He had a large family for whom to provide, having 
had thirteen children, eight of whom are still living. 

William early discovered intellectual vigor ^nd 
eccentricity. To labor he was extremely averse in 
'his boyhood ; # book, a pen and a gun, oeing his con- 
stant delight. Of his fatlier he learnt to read and 
write, and made considerable progress in arithmetic. 
When compelled to work in the field or the woods, 
he usually concealed a book in his pocket olr hid it 
in the field, for Ihe perasal of which he left his^ wort 
when not overseen, and during the intervals of la- 
bor. 

He was about ten years of age when his par- 
ents removed from Woodstock fo Mansfield. 
While a boy, in this town, such was his fearless and 
adventurous spirit that he several times was near 
losing his life by his daring carelessness. Returning 
one Sunday from public worship, he climbed a cher- 
ry tree that stood beside the' way, from which he fell, 
and dislocated his shoulder ; and such was* the con* 
cussion, owing to the height whence he fell, that he 
was deprived of his reason for several days. The 
first appearance of returning rationalij^ was noticed 
on the succeeding Wednesday. A neighbor, a tanner 
by trade, sitting by his bedside, asked hiin if he lov- 
ed cherries. " Do you love hides V^ was the re- 
sponsive quere. 

When about sixteen years of age, without the con- 
sent or even knowledge of his parents, or the com- 
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GEN. EATON. ii 

mufiieation of hig inteBtions to any one^ be eloped 
£r9Jn home^ and enlkted iu the army. He here con- 
tinued upwards oCa year^ the greater part of the time 
in the capacity of a waiter to Major Dennie^ of the 
Connecticut troops* 

. Becoming ill m health he obtained liberty, to re- 
turn to Connecticut : But^ on his journey home^ h» 
became so lame that he was unable to proceed^ when 
within about two days journey of Mansfield. Being 
without friends, he supported himself in the family of 
a farmer, by mending old chairs. After remaining 
here three weeks, his father, having learned wherp 
he was, came for him, find offered tu pay the fanner 
for his board. The farmer however refused any 
remuneration ; declaring that the mending of chairs> 
and the instruction he had given his children, were 
suftcient recompence ; and he should iTe very willing 
to board him much longer, merely for his good com- 
pany. 

WiLHAM, however was not long contented a^ 
Ihome ; and, on the recovery of his health, again 
joined the army ; in which he continued till the first 
of April 1783, when he was regularly discharged^ 
having been some time before promoted to a ser- 
geant's birth. 

He continued with his parents till Sept^nber^ 
1784, when he commenced the study of the latin lan- 

fiage, under the tuition of the Rev. Mr. Nott of 
'rankUn. In the winter he commenced the study 
of the Greek language. » 

In the summer of 1785^ his mind was most seri^ 
ously affected with religious impressions, and he Was 
regularly propounded and admitted to membership in 
the church of that place. 

In October of the same year he proceeded to Han- 
over (N. H.) and was admitted a Freshman in 
Dartmouth College, with perndssion to remain ab- 
aent during the ensuing winter. Such libertv being 
at that time frequently granted to students in indigent 
circumstances, with the expectatioi^ that while em- 
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ployed ia teacMiig tehool for ikt pinpMe ^ t^teb* 
khiog their purse^ those to whom nmk iiidalgeBee 
is given^ would attend to the studies pursued 1^ 
tfaeir dassHifttes at the University^ and be pre- 
pared for examination and re-entranee into their elass. 
E ATOK howeye^^ in eonseqnenee of certain emlteorraes- 
ments at hiHne^ and devoti^ of most of his titie to 
school kee^ng, received no adrantage lk*om hk ad- 
mittance in 17^9 asi he was again admitted^ in May 
1787^ a member of the Freshman class. 

In Novem^ber 1789? he commenced a scbdol in a 
parish of Whldliam? called Scotland^ devoting how- 
ever a part of his time to his college studies under 
^e tuition of the Rev. Mr. CoGG8WEt.L. Hei*e he 
continued till the 1st of June 178ft : When he re- 
turned to his parents in Mansfield^ laboring on the 
fyam a part oTthe tiime? and devoting a part to ti(e 

Sursuit of his studies, iGuader the direction of the Rev. 
Ir. Welch of Mansfteld ; a gentleman for whom 
be ever after enteitained the highest respect. 

In November he re-cominenced his school in 
Windham ; in which be continued till the ensuing 
March, 1787. 

In May, 1787> with his staff over his shoulder, on 
which was suspended his pack, containing a change 
of Hnen, and a few trinkets, which he expected to 
sell on his journey, and with one pistareen only of 
ready money, he started on foot from Mansfteld, to 
regain admittance at Dartmouth College. Arriving 
at Northfield his mcmey was all expended ; his spir- 
its were depressed ; and he gave Umself up to tears 
for several hours. At length, resuming courage, he 
ventured to offer his pins, needles &e. for sale ; and, 
with the avails and charitable assistance on the road, 
was enabled to reach Hanover. Producing a letter 
of recommendation from the Rev. Mr. Nott to Pres- 
ident Wheelock, he was by that gentleman treated 
With great kindness ; was examined, and joined the 
Freshman class, t^n in their last quarter. 
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]i» toopht a nchool ia Wiiidder (Yi) andAeu^nrtiiiii* 

Juty 4th^ by ap^Htment^ be gofitakied a part ki a 
A[«amatie mtfottanncey ia an exMfeiitimi 6i^€re4 §m 
tib»i 4ay^ by the Mthcnrii^ ef the GoMege. 

Aware of Ae meeesdity of ef'wy esmrtioiy ' tlMit 
eouM be made to enable biiM t0 nk9MitiAa*hm&fM 
throng bis aeitdemic-eoorse^ be pursued hi^ 6 todies 
with the mosrt imreaiiitiiig hidttstry^ in ord^ to pM- 
seVT^ lii» •standing, yet be enabled to Awete a great 
part of liis time to sebool keefuiigf^ Bi^eftaive aj^ 
plieation impaired his heattb, aM ha was ^iltatfted 
with a hedic fever. His physician advised hiti to 
sraspend his stndi^s : to Which advice however ho 
^d not yieM till compelled by di^asew By a jew^ 
ney to Windsor, attention to fais eompk^ wUSe 
there, ind refraining from «tiidy, be gradoalty r«eot^ 
ered Ids health and strength. 

In November he commenoed a^ sebeol in th4t 
town, devoting all his «^are hours t# iSae. proieeQtbn 
of his stndies, net nnfrequent^f Mma^g his laBi|> 
till the grey dawn reminded him ^ the neeesai^ of 
sleep. Here b^ ccmtlnued till May 17^9; vfhm be 
rejoined his class. 

In September be re-comi^enced his s^iool in 
Windsor, and continnedin it till May i790, where 
he remained till the collegiate exercises of the Sen- 
ior class were cloied. Afler a joarney to^€<mnect^ 
knt, he returned to Hanovet* 'and took hfi degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, at Commencement, Aog* S0th» 
His performance was a poetic- dialogue, m conjunc- 
tion with his classmate Wm. Jaick^n. [Of tfaia 
performance I find no ttace among his papcn^*] 

The ensuing December he again ^ened aajQbgoI 
in Windsor, in which heJccmtinued till Aug. iTftl, 
when he quitted the business of a pedagogue. 

In October he was chosen Clerk to the House of 
Delegates for the State of Yerm^t. 
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DcGriHg the next winter be made 9 visit to Gou- 
imc^md^ He kad a brotlier^ Mr. Calvin Eaton^ 
who at that time resided in Brimfield^ (Mass.) whom . 
lie visaed on im jemuey^. He had been previously 
mrtially acqtHunted with the family of the Hon* 
TmoTHT Daniblson of that town ; a ^ntleman of 
liberal edneation^ who had sustained several import- 
ant civil a»d military offices^ and who was most 
highly respected by all who had the pleasure of his 
a<oq[ttaintan€e. Gen. Danielson at his decease left a 
widaw, then about tweisAy five years of age^ with 
whmsL Mr. £aton renewed his acquaintance. 

Jm March^ 179S5 he received official information 
of his having been appointed a Captain in the Army 
c€the United Stdtes^ of which appointment he ae- 
Qf^^edb This appokitment, I have been informed^ 
wat proeoved partly^ if not mostly, thnmdi the in- 
atrames^alify of the Hon. Stephen B. jBnADLErj, 
now, and for many years^ past a Senator of the Unit- 
ed Staicis fi»ffl Veimoiit. 

Agreeably to orders from the war department, in 
May, he proceeded to Benningtpn, (Yt.) and took 
charge of the recmts that Imd been raised by hi» 
Sns%n, Charles Hyde, and commenced himself 
the recruiting service. 

In Jnl^r he totik (he three first d^rees in Free- 
masonry m the North Star liod^ at Manchester. 

Some of Us soldiers having deserted, Capi Eaton 
pnrsued ^m, taking himself the roiit to Windham, 
(Ct.) a^ KflrdciriBg a sei^eant to Windsor, (Vt.) 
After spending a short time in Brimfield, he was 
married, M Union, (Ct.) on the Slst of August, to 
Jiftrs. Eliza Danielson ; and immediately departed 
for Windsor, where he foond his sei^eant with the 
de^llters. 

Having received marching orders, he proceeded,, 
in September, to Albany with his company, thence 
tp New- York and Philadelphia. Being here joined 
by some other ttoQf» he was ordered to Pittsburg, 
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wbere the tarcH^s amved^ (kA. 9S. He Was Itepe in- 
troduced to Gen. Wayne. 

Shortly i^ter the troopn proeeeded 'down ilM 
Ohio^ and joined the army atLegjxmiriUe. 

In March 1793 Capt. £atok had aa altereation 
withihe acting Adjutant General^ whiek^M it dig- 
plays much of his haaty uid decisive temp^^ I shall 
relate^ in his own words. 

/^ Sunday^ March 17- — Greneral Reriew.-^-l^ 
consequence of a deficiency <^ field offiecis^ I com- 
manded tlie left column of the army. Jn ihe cMYse 
of the maneuvres, the General ordered my column^ 
which I had formed in two lines afront^ and cover 
for an attack in fronts to form Uie line in the flank 
by facing the lines to the left, and wheeling by ftes 
to the right. This brought my flank pJatooofl and 
music in the centre ; the centre on the flanks, imd 
iny rear rank in front. 

W'hen the firing ceased*^the Acting Adjutant 
General gave orders to take up the lin^ of march, 
and return in the same order as we marehed on the 
ground, which was by files from the right, counter- 
march — ^I immediately ordeml tiie two vrings to 
countermarch from the left and cen^ which was 
the only possible method of bringiiig ti^m to Hieir 
proper order.-^Th^ Adj. Gen. observing this, and 
not knowing the poi^tion of the oolumn, counter- 
manded his own order, by wdering me i» counter- 
march by the left — ^I was positivehr right, and was 
confident that I was bringing the cclumn in the posi- 
tion which he himself wished-^r-and consequently 
continued my march — When I had brought the heaa 
of the column to its proper position^ — ^B. the A^. 
Gen< met me, and in presence of the General taxed 
me with having disobeyed a positive general order. 
I told hint I positivdy had not, but was right — A 
short, but pointed contradiction ensued — B. threat- 
ened to make' me repent my conduct— 4-I challenged 
him to do it — This irritated his rage, he advanced on 
horseback towards me with his lifted sword — ^I met 
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Ittfi aimam mth any e^ittooii-^^TIie Cl^iieral en- 
phatically observed that thk was no place to aUcr- 
et^Bf flsd oribifid tke march to continue-^! prompt- 
ly obeyed. . Trhen U^ Legiw returned to the mskA 
jparade and were diamssed — ^I wrote B. a cha^nge 

LegianvUley i7th Marchy 5 o^dackyP. M. 
««, - • ^ 

lum t& nndearetanir-'^WBi am to be vMderttood^hy 

EATOK 

The JtcHag Mj. Gen. 

This billet was faonwed by my fri^id^ €aptaiii 
filauch^ hoi reception of which B. pledg^ his bxmxt 
that I should hear fnmi him. 

The next moniing^ he wrote me the following an* 
iwer. 

i8th March, ±799. 

'BlRy 

I received ffour w)te by Ca^. Sloughy ojud had 
^rate lMt*ef)entMg in astswer ftfit be possible to an- 
swertmeso equimfcal.'J however , ere 1 had quite fin^ 
iAedy company came in and prevented me. Oil a 
review of me contents ikis morning, least any ill nat* 
ur^ person should put wrong constructions, I will 
first make m/ou this proposal^ that as I feel mysdf ex- 
ee^ingb/ a^gfief^ed in your conduct of yesterday, we 
wiU t^ the opportwnity of a general explanation in 
the presence of the gentlemen who commanded in 
your column, and who must generally understand 
what passed^ and the cause^-^ 

Should -Ais explanation not prove satisfactory, 
you shall be appri'md of my further intentions — Tou 
coflu nanm the place ifyoupkase ; and let me knmv. 

Yours, 8Cc. 

B. BUTLEE. 

Capt. Wm. Eaton. 
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To wMch I wmte-^ 

Mmduy Evemngf iBtk March. 
Bin, 

WUk jrieotxre Iwmton yM in commty wiA ike 
gBialemen qf my cQlumn^ PImu, Smr^ wame Hie 
UmA and place. 

EATON, 
Ckft. ButUvj dating Mj. Ben. 
In rebirii of wiiieli I teeeived the fbllowiag. • 

18<A Marcky 1708. 

Having TMeieed yqwt note o^ aopueBc$ncey I Acw* 

yffoinUd CapL Ptioe^s hut ob the plate of meeting. 
Bhali enienwr te aHend there in one howr. 

Mmday, half past 6 o'clock, P. M. 

Capt. Baton. 

Acjcordingljr we met — ^I observed to the gentle- 
men that I had come there in consequence of Capt. 
Butlcjr^3 request J who had called on them to attend^ 
and that I expected he wonld suggest his business 
to them. This be did^ by a statement of a number 
of questions ; and we retired. 

Boon the gentlemen requested our attendance^ 
and exhibited their opinion as follows. 

'^ The referees, to determine the difference be- 
tween 'Captains Butler and Eaton, are of opinion, 
that however wrong Capt. Baton was, in the first in- 
stance, Capt. Butler was eqmUy if not more so 
in the second : and as they were both unfortunate 
in being culpable, so it is incumbent on both to come 
"forward and bury the matter in oblivion, by again 
renewmg their former friendship. 

BENJAMIN PBIOE, Capt. ^th S. Leg. 

President. 

March 18, '93. ^ 

To thi^ opinion Capt. B. conceded, and offered 
me his hand. I observed that I would ever sacri- 
fice my owh to tbe opinion of my friends j and ac- 
eepted it.'* 

3 
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On a^ dth of May the Hxmj a^iived «i CmcuuUL 
EATOKthus described the Ohio and its banks. 

^^ During the last three days of our descent^ the 
drcumstance <rfmy haymg been detailed for the 
near giiai^^ gave me a very eonsiderable advantage 
of the ofllcers who were attached to the line — ^I took 
my. own time to progress^ and my own method oi ob* 
s^^rvation so far as wais consistent with my (mlers* 
Kevey was my eye so much delighted with the rude 
uncultured grandeur of nature. A description of 
the banks <tf the Ohio mocks^ or can but ape ceality. 
Cteogmj^ has never yet done justiee to the sul^ct. 
For more than two Inm^ed miles I saw not a hill 
incapable of culture. . ^111 so far as eye can ken is a 
fertile bottom variegated with gentle rises. The 
rank, and rapid groi^ of vegetation^ and the prodig- 
ious we^t (rf timber^ d^nonstrate the natural luxn- 
riance of the soil. The sycamore, the elm^ ihe 
beack^ the aspin, the hieory^ the walnut^ and the 
maple, or sugar tree> are large beyond credibility^. 
The i^s even at this early season, were in full fou- 
age. The herf)age which covered the surface of the 
bottom, was nearly two feet high. I frequen,t^ 
walked the bottom^ with two faithful spldiers oif my 
guard, oLe of whom was an active Canadian, till I 
found mjTself alniost insensibly strayed two or three 
miles from my boat. The soil continued the same. 
These little excursions^ or rather eccentricities, were 
on the Indian side of the river. The tracks of 
dear, bear and buffaloes^ were extremely plenty^ 
and here and there a mokasin^ I saw none of the 
animals ; the noise of the preceding army haA 
probably frighted them from the shore. 

After all which can be said of its banks little can 
be said of the river. It is the most capricioua* 
stream I ever saw. However incredible, true it^ is, 
&at its waters frequently rise in the freshes from iea 
to fifteen feet in one night, and fall again in a very 
few da.ys. Its current is rapid, at the rate of five 
Miles an hom^ in time of the freshes ; conseqjuently 
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tke nnwteldy bosis 'whkh float down, "tievev ascdnd* 
Keel bottom boats and canoes are rowed a^inst the 
eurrent/ but wi& eonsideirable labor. I am no^ 
fnendto'theftrst.^^ 

In August^ an Ensign by tbe name of McNrean^ 
wasteiedbya Court Martial^ on eharged exhimted 
by Gen. St. Clair, and cashiered. Baton tlms 
records the names of the Court, and their subsequent 
fate 'a short time after, ♦ 

^^ Brigadier Gen. Thomas Posey, President — Vi^ 
signed' and dead« 

Majors. D; Resigned wid dead. 

HL' Damned by brandy. 

* Cwptavm. P. Bead per do. 

P. Dead. 

£atok« AtTun^r?!. 

P. Damned by brandy. 

M. Dead. 

F. Dead. 

P. Dead. 

J . Damned by brandy. 

Campbell. Killed.'^ 
Siieh is the disgust with which men view the im- 
prudence and vices of others; so confident too of 
never immitating their examples : 

Yet) seen 1 00 oft, &miliar to the face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace. 

Ca{^. Eaton continued with the western army 
till February 1794, when he obtained leave of ab- 
sence. During this time te was ei^aged in various 
dkirmishes and scouting parties^ ao^ assisted in the 
erection of F&rt Reewerjf. 

The following is the chafticter which he gives of 
Gen. Wayne, written about the year ±795. 

^^ He is firm in constitution as in resolution ;— ^ 
Midu«trious, indefatigable, determined and persever- 
119^ i — fixed in opinion, and unbiased in judgment ;— ^ 
not over accessible ; but studious to reward merit. 
Ke is a rock against which the waves of calumny 
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andmslice^ vimtAhrfikA gintwf pBidoM eMnaltt 
enry^ ktre doshed-^^ave wMhed its liides: H« i* 
fltill inmidveabk on hisbase^^^He is in eotne degrees 
susceptible of adulation^ as is evei^ man Who has ill 
honest thitst fen* militarj fame-^Ue endurM fatigue 
ted hardship with a fortitude uncfiitanon to Ha^n ia( 
his yean. I have iesu hitt in the most Mvcte HidM 
of the winter of ^94^ sleep on the ground like his ni* 
low sdldier ; and walk around his ^amp at four In thit 
morning with the vigilanee of a sentinel.'^ 

^^ His manners are austere and forbiddittg^ but hJm 
heart js susceptible of ike flnfefirft feelhigs of sensibil- 
ity. TThen in danger^ he is in hiil element ; and 
never shows to so good advantage^ as when leading 
a charge. His name is better in an action^ or in an 
enemy^s country^ than k brigade lif undisciplined 
levies.'' 

After spending a .few weeks in Philadelphia^ he 
returned to BriuDmeld. In June^ by request from the 
war ofBce^ he engaged in recrditing at Springfield ; 
the Secretary at W«r> offering him his option, to at- 
tend to the recruiti^ s^rvice^ or to return to the ar- 
my at the westward. In this serviee he repiaiBed 
till October 1799, when ht reeeired oilers to march 
to Georgia. He arrived with hk tifoops in PhiladeU 
phia, and on the 1st of December embarked thence 
for Georgia. On tl^e ni^t of the 13th, arose a most 
violent storm of rain, hail^ thunder and lightning, 
which is thus described in a letter to Mrs. Eaton. 

Hoarse thro* the cordage growled tiw tbftirtciiitig bhfct, 
Fcrtehteous of the siorm. The ex^psilte ^ Hetttets, ^ 
O'ercast with murky colnmns, teemed eonvubcd 
With one wide .waste of etememal war. 
From every point, along the boundlafi' surge^i 
Rnlled the black phalanx of electric fluid, 
Born on the pinioris of the Ifladdeni^g storth. 

Ucean oppressed, and sh finking froifi the 9ksptn^ 
Rusbed from the ^ep with m^nitiitg pangs. 
And orged, in mn, precipitate retreat* 

Down rushed the glaring tempests tain and hail. 
In winding^torrents closed, and the fast space 
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Btae Ktecftnft «f AAglkig ii*Hibttr btoadd iffouidf 
Tranft»9raiing midnight tm the fire of dMjf 
Reserving allher horrort. fealt on peak 
tixfit (totii the flatfiing batterie^t of heaven, 
And nought but horror stalked along the gloom. 
Btt^pfittlig^dtlMi Mtnitd b««g beoettli tile iir^^ 
Tlmn bowdiDg o*«r the wiMrei, along tilt jikiee 
Invok|»ed in the ilonkif wnq^t her broad decka 
Amidst the lightning's sourse ; then plunged again 
Beneath the breaking surged. All the Wfdle 
The hardened sailor nttd tA hafdetied soMlery 
Hkp^ftHiit; and ferioHty Mught CtNit diilDi«»f 
And natural reaoit heia d«igtr« pmfor. 

The ahiiduinf finnale UrroiV and Ui0 e^ 
Of infant fear, ^poke uniform distraction : 
^nd each articuladon plead for mercy : 
As if the trod creative had forgotten 
His attributes of kbdness. 

l^igtrt globtn^ iwars w$ pluag^ in dt«ad ittiptAee s 
Faarand.amaseiiievtocctpied the aonb 
Ai»d hepe was almost exiled X lUi at length 
Breathed t]^ spft spirit of our gentler fate> 
Wafting the lightning's vapor thrbu^h the skle^, 
^teticed the distant mufmMngs of the thunder. 
And eM«lked thd nttgtf iHii^ee of tiM daef^. 
. OiiaaiBoleChepriDee^diysniiMframihdeaBi^ 
And efnb. gM heait to a relenting hearvelk 
Rendered the uleal gratitude of praise.'* 

X)u ihe d6{h lie arrived ai Savamiati^ and on the 
$Qth at St Maty^d^ He reported himself to the offi- 
eer commanding at that station^ Lieut. Col. Henry 
€2aither ; and imk the command of a detachment of 
160 soldiers from Ttrginia^ .whose commanding of. 
ficer was Capt Tinsley i making in the whole nunx* 
ber of troops on that station^ about 300. 

The erection of a fort at Golerain^ on the St. Ma- 
ry's, had been determitied^ and to this^ immediate at- 
tention was paid by Gapt. E^ton^ though he had 
strong objections to the Krodnd^ bemg low. marshy 
and unhealthy. This fortifieatidn he called Fort 
PiCKERiNQ. J " not however/^ says he, <^ that I might 
satirize a goad man by ereding his monument in 
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In Ma J jorifotl tlnee Ckimttiflsirami^ Aie U. H: 
deputed to vmktm ii>eftty witii Ae^ Creek Indiiiiiai^ 
who h«d long been exceedingly tronbU^me on Hw 
frontiere ofOeoi^a. This was effected the last of 
June. 

The el^eetsof die fiuree at St. Maipy^s vm^i^^ the 
establishiMnt d a -trading factory on its waters^ and 
a miMtaiy fiwee ; to overawe the Indians or arrest 
tl^m if necessary ; to keep the Spaniards in check, 
who had been represmited unfriendly ; and to pre- 
vent any disorderly conduct of the ciU^tens ofOeor- 
gUL towards the infaabitafeits of Fkmda. The prin- 
ciple object however Jiad F^ard to the Indians ; 
which object was in a great measure obtained by tiie 
treaty made between the comndsfdioners and the 
Greeks. 

A Busnodeintanding had £or sraie months existed 
between Ciqpt. Eaton, and Col. Gaidier, and oAmt 
oflkers ; and in Augmt, Eatok was arrests and 
ined by a Court M artial« t H* 

As a laborious attempt was made by Col. Burr, 
diuring his trial at Richmond, to destroy the ciiedibil. 
ity and even tiie oomp^eney of Eaton^s testindny, 
on account of the charges at thif time ^^u^t against 
him ; and as some of ms friends may have entertained 
unfiEivorable su^idmis frrai the circumstance of his 
having undergone a trial ; it is proper that some 
statement of it should be made. The following let- 
ter, though Icmg^ it is hoped will not be tedious ; as 
it certainly exhibits no unfavorable specimen of 
his talents as a pleader, as w611 as eloquence as a 
writer. It is addressed to the secretary at war. 

JFbrt Pickerings IStt Sept. i79». 

Sir, 

Constrained by the injurtes I suffer, I assume the 
honor of addressing you on a subject not less painful 
to me than I am sure, it vnll be unwelcome — 

Since my arrival and first acquaintance vnth the 
Commandant of the federal troops in G^oi^, I have 
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hem ^^Mrteed^af M9 ikfj^U^a to enlwivMs ne^- 
My meHcb say it htm m oonaeqmiieeaf ny cimbu 
mmd ; birt^I beliisve his mafanMBity may be traced to 
^her soureefl. I vep<yrte4 to turn from Sairannah 
aeth, Dee. and from St. Mary's 30th, iiielo«i^ a 
eopy of your iiistrttctions. On Ms anrival liere in Feb- 
ruary J sutaaitted to Um aU arrangements I had 
eitttep made or cotitempiated : witib these he afflbcted 
to aeqniesee, and even condeseendedto eomplimeiit 
my exertibns— Bat th» lAtrnk was soon thpoira off, 
and If oand myself placed bet^eeii Us animoiity and 
my own duty. I eontinti^ to consult him^ — hid iSm 
oi^ders he alwivjns^^sceptffi a few instants, dictated 
loue verbaUy-4-I found tis memory treaeherous, and 
venumi^i^^d agsinst this sort ef discipline, but with* 
out effect. For obedience of . the$e coders I have 
m some imitsnees bee^ rc|>rimanded and in one 
ehiaa^eid with etiminalky. This with other charges I 
sdm.ll take the libcdrty to annex to this letter, with a 
eopy of iijiyijifence. The proceedings of the court 
wilfnndirabtedly be forwarded to the war ofitee ac- 
aording to law, fr<nn whkh it :iaay be d^rmined 
whether the proseentifm has been «ctaated bypubUe 
or sinister views. • < 

However tiiie command assigned n»e may have in^ 
^ll^^ced tke resentment of ths command^, there 
am other more ostensible cauii^s ; some of which t 
beg leave to suggest — ^He holds lands in the Yazoo 
purchases. — On his arrival . and first intcodnetkm he 
oflfered me a bsa^gain of 500,000 aeres^ I think, at 
35,000 dollars, not su|f>osinp I bid informed my- 
self of ihe invalidity of iiie titie— *I acknowledge I 
humored his proposal to try the extent of his cai^i»r, 
but ai length I dropped the subject of the bargain, and 
candidly reprobat^the manner in which* the grants 
were obtained ; at the same time observing thai I 
W(^d not thank a man for an opporfainity of specu^ 
lating on the credulky of ignorance, and at the ex- 
pemse^of justice. 
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HeUimiilliedjCrimdto n »ti/i iifh» oWfm laigl 
kArts of land m tbi» ykiniiy of ihi9 p^i^ I Imvt 
Bot hesitftted to cenran Oe •peeoktiveTiQiirs irluoli 
miiat have iadae^d the piofn^toir t^ r^fiMiineiid t^ 
as a military pwt^ or proper posUi0« i^ tbf trading 
faetory-^SueJi have baeii »y ropwta to the Way 
Officef-^Tiiis h«4 addad foal to tJm kUn alrcyuly 
kiadlfid to oonaaiaa aie^ Bat I hny^ dmU i^rigbtly 
miHiia fiobject. Tlie rfaanto^ot of »o nma abaU 
warp my scAtimeiita from that which { Indiave la 
doa to tniih and ipy dia<y^ ^JP^ ^^^' ^koidd 
have haaa astablished hei». The vai^ ejitaat of 
maiahy uoA low cooBfery^ retainwf; the waA^ on ito 
atuffaea^ and the miiarofiietloii of aU vojB^toblf aob» 
atanees which fall fwm tha ii'eaaf w lyra produced 
from the rail^ impregnate the fik with aiiasmftta des-* 
teaetive to health. The eowtry ei»mot be washed 
with raina | the water which Ulk nw\ prioeipeUy 
gooff by BvapoRUtioii* Thi« .prodin^ea a greet. de-r 
^tfi<A humidity in the eii^j thisjgevidiwd by the 
eluU which immediately aueeeed^ the abacffee of the 
Mubeama^ theamAiing ewarms ^ muequetoee and 
other insects which fill the air ; ^isA the numemna 
small frogs which even get ^to the ehumbem and 
^otetA of houses ; ihe propen$Hy of aU mi^ls to 
corrode when exposed to the air^ aiid the sallow^ 
aickly eomplexiou of the iuhsbitautsy who a«e settled 
upim the low blu& audridges"«rThe leHer, I reeoL 
l^t^ made forceable impressions upon the feelings of 
Mr. Glymer and General Fiekcm^ with whom I 
did mjrself tbe honor to visit a setHement in this vl- 
einUy in June last. This miaiwata^ wi<li which the 
air is continually more or less impregnaied^ although 
it may not be so poisonous as to produce contagious 
diseases^ insensibly preys upon the human system^ 
and in a short time produces sensible effects^The 
oonntenances from northern cHmsitefl^ aad hilly 
countries^ which are florid and healthfoli on being 
placed a few months in this low ground^ become pal- 
tid; and the system enervated. This is visible in the 
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tr6o{^ who came out with me from the northward^ 
md the citiz^is who have lived in the upper coanties 
iO^this and other southern Btates*^The seaboard is 
healthy ; but I venture to assert^ even if it should 
inish the destruction of my reputation, which has 
been so hopefully eontemplated, that there is but one 
eligible military position from the mouth to the source 
,of this river, and this is Trader's Hill. For the jus- 
tice of this remark I beg leave to refer to General 
Pickens and Col. Hawkins, with both of whom I 
had the honor to reeonnoiter that position, and with 
the latter the whole extent of country quite to the 
Indian line. It has been insinuated that I am inter- 
esied in mentioning Trader's Hill. I solemnly declare 
I never owned, nor have I in contemplation to own, a 
foot of land in the sfaite of Georgia. — were this oth- 
erwise, and the insinuation true, still would my re- 
ports remain on the rock of truth. The representa- 
tions' which have been made to recommend this post 
have been wrapped up in speculation. I do not be* 
lieve the country in its vicinity can ever be success^ 
folly settled. The children born in its neighbor- 
hood seldom arrive to adult age. Soon after 
they leave the breast they assume the complexion 
before described, and insensibly mature to the grave. 
The few inhabitants who are settled here and there, 
beneath the pines, have either been seduced by a 
dream of fortune, or have escaped from the discipline 
of law, or the prosecution of catholic jealousy. But 
ait this moment the surface of the cowntry in this vi#. 
cinity foi' many miles, except here and there a bluff 
or ridge, is inundated — ^I cannot but cousidf r it a 
^prodigaUty of human life and happiness to sacrifice 
them to individual interest. Observations of this 
kind placed me as a target for a formidable coali- 
tion. Other circumstances, combined with these, 
have tended to precipitate the storm : some of which 
are delineated in my defence. I have frequently 
said I thought Mr. Price an impipoper person to be 
employed at the head of the trading factory. The 
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inoroseiiess of ]u» dispositioii^ wbith is go plainly der 
picted in his countenance^ and which exhibits itself 
on all occasions. of the least perplexity^ I believe 
would^ and did dispnst many of the Indians and tra- 
ders. Fiomthis eirenmstaiH^ I have frequently in- 
vited both Indians and traders to my quarters and 
entertained them^ who were dissatisfied vrith the man^ 
i^rs of the factor. These people wani much atten<* 
tio% and are as jealous of neglect as people in the 
refined walks of life/ It was m^ study that they 
should ima^ne nothing of the kind from me. By 
these means J found them growing^ attached to me 
and the troops^ whom they call Gen^ WashiB^bm^s 
men. If I have not rendered my country a service 
by these little sacrifices^ I have at least studied te 
do it. But as notldng can be seen in its true color 
by a jaundiced eye^ so neither was this conduct of 
mine. My particular attention^ to these peimle 
was construed into an interference with the trading 
department ; and the resentment which this and oth^ 
er things^ hereafter menti<med^ excited in the factor^ 
added an auxiliary to the coalition. 

On intimation of what was carrying on^ I twiee^ 
by letter^ solicited of the commandant a <^ourt of mk- 
quiry ; and repeatedly by verfa^ requ^t. My first 
application by writing he totally neglected; my 
last he equivocally answered and evaded. My ver- 
bal requisitions were always procrastinated ; hence 
I^aw nothing but my removal from command could 
effect the object of the allies^ and I reconciled myself 
tothepr^^. On the 5th Aug. I received a letter 
from AB^Commandant, from which I extract : ^^ You 
will ^ke out a return of all public stores which you 
received in Philadelphia, previous to your sailing to 
Greoi^ia : also all ordnance and public stores of eve- 
ry land whatever wliich you have received since 
you Arrived in Georgia, noting all if sues and expen- 
ditur^ ; the month tor which you have signed ab- 
stracts, and the amount of each abstract ; and deliv- 
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«r 8i6 same to Major Freeman^ two days after yonr 
receipt of this.'' 

This ^er I executed with as much accuracy as 
' the time prescribed- admitted* On the 7th, I receiv- 
ed the following from Major Freeman. ^' I haVe to 
inform yon that in obedience to the orders of Lieut 
Col. Commandant Gaither, commanding ofScer of 
the Federal troops in Georgia, dated F. 8. Tamma- 
ny, on the 3d. instant, I do this day take upon my- 
self the command of Ihe troops in garrison at this 
post. The following is an extract from the aforesaid 
wder, ^^ It is my request that on your arrival at 
CJ^lcrain you should take upon yourself the com- 
mand of the troops at that post" You will therefore 
direct, &e. 

Tliifi order of the Lieut Col. was inforced by his 
verbal order that, if I' should refuse to give up the 
command, the Major should put me in irons I High 
sense of military privilege ! From this, however, he 
was dissuaded by the argument of the Major; and of 
it I was never informed till since my trial. 

I gave up the command agreeably to the above or- 
der } and on the 17th, received from the hand of the 
ofteer of the day, an arrest in the handwriting and 
signature of Colonel Gaither, containing the charges, 
which I beg leave to copy in their order in the fol- 
lowing defence. 

Gentlemen, 

If I were capable of adulation, and believed you* 
j&ugceptible of the charm, I would not, on thfc occa- 
mon, put myself behind that shield of guilt ; Tor I 
stand not here to solicit favors, but to demand justice. 
¥our candor I believe will be measured by thelat- 
ter, your resolution steeled against the former f and 
your understanding placed on the watchtowfer of 
truth, to direct your decision 5 at the same time that 
it will stamp correction upon any improper shades, 
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or colorings^ which the interest I feel in that decision 
may induce me to cast upon the process. 

Persuaded I am the court have already grown wea- 
ry in the tedious investigation of the charges exhibit- 
ed against me, and I could not a moment draw on 
your ful'ther patience^ did I not consider it an obli- 
gation due to my o^vn reputation. 

Some observations on the evidence before you, ap- 
plied to the chaises, shall introduce my defence. 

1st. I am charged -with ^^ Speculating on my m^en 
with nankeens at sundry times ; and other things." 

I believe you will find that I never but in one in- 
stance hlid any dealings with the men of my compa- 
ny in nankeens ; that I did, by unanimous and voL 
untary agreement of the company, furnish them with 
a uniform of nankeen short coats ; that they agreed 
to receive them at any price short of two dollars and 
fifty cents ; and that, on settlement, two doUai^ only 
were charged for each coat. The best evidence of 
which the nature of the case would admit, has un* 
doubtedly been produced on the part of the United 
States in substantiation of this charge ; yet on a cal- 
culation which the court will make, rests the ques- 
tion, whether in this article I have intended to profit 
by the provision made my company. Nothing has 
appeared to show that the price was unreasonable. 
Sallyer, a foreman of the taylors, has sworn, that 
just such coats in Philadelphia, would cost three 
dollar?, or :it least two dollars and three quarters. 
At the lowest rate then, the men save seventy five 
cents by my speculation. The factor, Mr. Price, it 
ap{ieai% did ^ell one piece of nankeen to Captain 
Nkbols at out* dollar and twenty five cents, and said 
it \fM the price he ga\ c in Philadelphia. This may 
be true. But was the Factor, Mr. Price, on oath 
when he made ihh declaration ? Will thi$ court ad- 
mit the cursory observation of a man out of courtj 
and not on oathi to l>e- a criterion to determine the 
price cu!*r^Dt of naiilvcens in Philadfelphia, even 
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wlien HO respect is had to the time of purehilse ? On 
no principle can evidence of this sort he admitted ! 

It appears from the testimony of witnesses that 
the few pieces which Mr. Price disposed of here, 
this one piece excepted, were sold at one and an half 
dollar — Tliese were brought out in the same ves- 
sel of the United States with those in question^ 
and sold by a man in the service and pay of govem- 
m^it-r— undoubtly he would not speculate on them. 
Nankeens have at St Mary's, all this season, I be- 
lieve, been sold at one dollar and seventy five cents. 
Doctor Gillasspy has informed the court that he was 
asked one dollar and My cents for nankeens in the 
city of New York. It is well known that goods of 
this kind are cheaper in that metropolis than in Phila< 
delphia — At an early period I informed the court 
that those nankeens were procured for me by a mer- 
chant taylor in Philadelphia. I did not take a bill; 
nor do I recollect the exact price I gave, but believe 
it was about one dollar and an half. In addition to 
the making, binding and other trimming, which were 
brought into calculation, ought to be reckoned the 
subsistence which ike taylors daily had in my fam« 
ily extra to their ratiims. I acknowledge it is not in 
my power to make an exact calculation to a fraction ; 
but from an estimate which was made by Mr. M^Gall 
the paymaster, and myself, it was concluded that two 
dollars was a reasonable price to fix to the coats. I 
had been previously informed by the taylors of the 
price they gave for the binding and other trimmings, 
as t^tifiedby Sallyer, and made my talculntions ac^ 
cordingly. The general satisfaction of the men 
evince that they feel no injury ; nnd it iw (li^inoiistrat- 
ed that the measure of receiving them and paj^iii^^ for 
&em was not compulsory. The eliinale and tcascm 
of the year, were my reasons for reeoiu mending; the 
uniform. I had previously coiiauUed theiLieut. 
Col. Commandant, and informed him nf the price, a- 
bout two and an half or two dollars ; he approved 
the plan. If justice is done me a raorp favorahle 
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constraction willbe applied to my condnet in thii» 
affair^ and it will beifnindtbat immanity rather than 
avarice actuated my proceeding. I d^ candidly be- 
lieve if every thing which ought were hrought mto the 
calculation^ I have not daved my expences. Bure I 
am it would require a mieroscc^ic eye to count my 
profit No evidence appears^ even presumptive, to 
substaatiate this <^rge ; if conjectare should be 
hazzaided on the question, it will go in favor of tlie 
d^eneey for sudi are the njixims of law 'and indi- 
vidual right. 

The ^^ other things,^ mentioned in the charge, it 
seems, must have intended a partnership with a citi- 
zen in settling with the troops. That I sold Mr. 
Hampton eighty pieces of nankeen, bought at ven. 
due, at a profit of 25 per cent, is true ; but that I wae^ 
interested dkectly, or ifidireetly in the ]^rofit he 
should make in retailing them, or that I had the most 
distant idea of any of the troops purchasing! them, is 
iH>t trae. His inducement to fe^y, he told me, was to 
suj^ly the country pe<^le who would attend the trea- 
ty. The troops at that time had no money, and n6 
immediate probability of any being paid them. It is 
well known ^at their pay was eight months in arrear 
b^re they received it fw tte mouths of November 
and Becembw, 1795^ and that no order for muster 
for those months was given until the tenth of June of 
ihe <Hirrent year. 

This circumstance, in addHion to the wretched 
quality of the rice, substituted for bread, rendered 
the sitoaikp Of ^Hle troops extremely disagreeable. I 
gave p^Bpnpany a permit to trade with Mr. Hamp- 
ton. 4n^ir necessities produced this. Their dis- 
tressw g^'Ve them a plea to that indulgenoe. Hu- 
mani% acknowledged the claim they had upon my 
duty- to comply with their repeated solicitations. 
This X did under such restrictions as I have shown 
the court;. Sugar and molasses were articles they 
most wkinted to qualify flieir bad rice. They were 
under no obligation to tak;e any thing : but were at 
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Uberfy to tdke little or more valne ^ort of fottr dol- 
IftTO^ or one moaths pajr ; aad if Uiey pnrehaMd nan- 
keens I hud BO more interest in it thiui if they had 
purchased MMmre. 

Wtm it speenlation on imf men to sell to a citisea 
the nankeens I had no use for^ at a n^^derate profit ? 
It is a novdl and hard eas^ if a man because he 
weara a partieoloiced coat^ may not be allowed^ in his 
dealings 'with citizens^ the common privileges of a 
eiti^n ! W^re either of us disposed to sell our riding 
horse^ should we feel ourselves confined to our biU ^ 
sale for the minntei price to fix upon ? I fancy not ! 
The evidence -produeed to show my cc^artaierehip 
witiii Mr. Hampton is so diametrically opposite to 
thc^ object^ that I think no comment need be exp^id- 
mA upon it. . ^ 

I do notbelieve^ gentlemen^ that you will find I 
have '' speculated on my men in nankeens at sun- 
dry times ; and other things — '' 

I am chiupged 2dly of '^ detaining in my hands the 
bounty money due my soldiers^ wMch I rei^ved in 
Philadelphia^ and paying th^m oS in nnall goods 
at an advanced price/' r 

Itis an uBideasant thing to awaken misfortune^ by 
eommeoiing on its iUs — ^It is enou^ tiliat refle^im 
will sometimes point to it, in spite of reason Mid phi- 
losophy. I leave the first article of tiiis charge to 
such disquii^tion, -gentlemen, as you shall think 
proper to make : unly obscarving that the cause of 
the second necessarily grew out of the event which 
produced the first ; and hope that this may l^e adinit- 
ted as a necessaiy and sufficient plea in jiistMcatiim 
of the mode I a^pted for payment of the aJi^arage 
of bounty to part of the men of my company. 

The court have seen the specific account of the 
articles, and on estimate of the prices as I supposed 
they were to be charged to me, and as they were in 
fact delivered to tiie men. 

I believe you can have no doubts but thail receiv- 
ed the goods with an expe<^atioa of pa^yiiig for them 
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agreeably to ikai e^rtifflate. It was ^ Ibrtatiate eir* 
eniBstsuiee^ however^ that long fiefore my bills w^^ 
presented for ^yment I obtai^&d aicopy of ibe diarg* 
es as entered in the faetw's ledger. On m^ing a 
InrtheF calculation, (for the entries were not as I ex- 
peet^^) I found a balance of twenty one cents and a 
fraction of a cent due the men^ who had tak^i the ar^ 
tkles mentioned in the bUl produced to the xowt. 
I did immediately inform the men of this balance> 
BSkA 9aid it should be paid. On procuring/ their c^ 
trimmings^ some of ttiem were informed that the &- 
mount €^ the balwiee of the bounty slumld go in offi. 
mt to this charge^ so far as it would cover it : but no 
settlem^Git has been made with the company on this 
account A c<msi^mble number of tike mep w^e 
paid cash which 1 borrowed^ for the arrean^e of 
their bounty. These bad no balance due. I in- 
formed them that I had expectationd of money being 
allowed for straw due them and that their trimmings 
should be deducted timm this smn^ if it should be aU 
lowed. Here it should be observed that the sum was 
estimated at the price stated in the bill^ because; it 
was to, be returned. I think it appears from the tes^ 
timony of sundry witnesses^ that the same liquor^ 
which ^mds efaurged to me in the entries^ at one 
dollar and thirty four ceid^i^ was afterwards retailed 
to the soldiers of tibis gamson, for two dollars fer 
gallon. Whetiier this ii^ a speculation upon the sol 
diery of which ^ United Btates^ ur their faetor^ reap 
the benefit^ or whether the accounts of the factory are 
renderedJTrdm ike entries or from the actual sales^ are 
questiq^mhich may form matter for foture enquiry. 
The ^mde thread has not been brought into the ac-- 
county not being charged in the factors book, aU 
though it appears from the testimony of the men that 
they did receive it. 

This mode of payment was the best^ and indeed 
the only one I could hit upon. The men were 
volunteem in accepting it, and, I believe, were per- 
fectly'^atisied before I reported a balance. Many 
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0^ibpm(hn.yik 1mm befSare ttie nmOrtf ftad all adcnowU 
^^ doeir imtitie sirtisfaetilm^ exeopt Mr. Miekin^ 
?if^ iBmgined he did not rdeeira Us fvll quantity of 
mmnioiSie mi^nute. He may have fofgotte& : he 
i8ca|)«Me((tf it 

i JSbtt I not ^d the Jbonnty I eihoald HndooM^dly 
Jhttve* heett iBv^lred; papfaafw not moievideriously 
^kmoBt'l am from the ateps I have takea'to a?oid itc 
I&*m:y aibiett hod been speeolation^ or proftt^ is it 
pirdbaUel wonki have ii^ormed my menefabal^ 
aaific when I knew tfami satisfied^ and had no' ivason 
jto expect that an>enqiiiry would e?^ > be had in the 
Ir^iuses ? Instead of profit I have submittad to a 
JbM* of twelve doikrs f^M the deficiencies of the cdn- 
AoMts of :the cash whieh I borrowed. Of this I be^ 
lievd'ti^: cMrt will be saiisA^y and^ after mature de- 
yhtoation 6ii thcf evidence adduced in this •charge^ 
w^l fihd my c<^daGt jiiatifiable* 

I aat clunrged 8dly<i of ^' SelUag pirblie oom ; 
and ilUowing ihe pid>lic hnses only two quarts per 
4lAy.^^ 

The nele^Hdity of fHPoenriiig this subslitiite^ fot 
hfmAy Hbt manner of its beia^ brought to the garri- 
son^ dn tiie backs «f the ssen^ in rainy weathtf ^ aiad 
Ifce cisvdition it was it^^ when stored^ iuive been 
clearly shewed to the ooui^t. That it ivas in «ir per- 
ishable condition when I proposed to the Goetnmnd^ 
ant this mfethod of saving the property^ is likettise 
AemOnstrated. Had I stlently snftreditlx) spoils 
aBd it had been condnded the pi^perty of the Unit- 
ed l^stes^ I should have been subject to arrest and 
trial ih the fifth article of the twelfth sebtiOn of the 
mtes and ei^tides of wai*. Tills dilemma put me 
^ projdets'to secure it Shifting and sunnitig had 
little eiSect^ and ttie probability was^ that It would 
spoil on: my Jiatids« ' I thevefore concluded that it 
would > be piudence: to dispose of as much i^tit as 
possSUe to tihie diizeiis in this vicinityy who were 
much distressed for bread. By the concession I 
made to the i^urt of havins; sold puhlic c^rn, it 
S 
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iboiiUi not be ^aderstood knowing it to be ibt pit^^- 
«rty of the ^United St«tes> nor wi&out authority ;; 
thus I explained myself to i^ court the next day. 
I wa» at loss whether to eonsider myself aceouata^ 
ble to the United Btates^ or to an individual State^ or 
whether in^ my official or {urivate capacity. • Thus I 
Irsqnentiy expressed my dsmbts to ^ntlemen ; and 
iliifil the testimcmy of Capt. Randtdph was hea«4^ 
whieh prodiiced eertain papers from tihe late coo* 
tiractoi^s agents William Johnson^ I was induced to 
bdievethe corn the ^foperty of the State of Geoi^^ia*. 
This^ howeyer^ I know did not exonerate mefnom 
aceountability^ but embarrassed me in the rm^ of 
settlement ; leaving me altogethet uninformed: wheth* 
er to ehkrge or credit tke^ ¥nited 'Btates. Had my 
views be^ fraudulent or speeidative^ i»it prriboble X 
would Imve consulted the lieut OoL Ckmtmamlaiit 
on the subject ? Or that I would haVe transacted ^e 
business through an acting quartermaster in an open 
and eonsfttc^ous manner ? And had the Lieut. 
€oL CojRmandant not thought the measure eco«* 
nomteal, is it probable he would have saiM^tioned it by 
his approbation ? Had my motive been individnal 
interest^ is it probable XoonM have borrowed ram 
on my owjl oiredit to r^lace* the damaged com dispose- 
edof^andto fwniA tWlion^s^ entitled te. forage^ 
with tmn of a better quality ? 

Only twenty five tmshels were repented to me sol^ 
imtil the commencement of this trial. Fortwen^ 
ty one bushels of thi^ I received two bee^^s, a oow 
and a two year old^ These were sold to ^con- 
tractor tiB^ issued to the troops*^ They neated' twen^ 
ty three or four doUavs. This «um I received to pay 
for or replace; the corn sold* Fw four bun^els'SoM 
before tb^ corn became, materially dama^Rd> I re^ 
ceived six dollars ; amounting in all to abiout iSbktj 
dollies* I l^ave paid for nineteen budiels of corn 
borrowed at D4 85 cents. Sixteen bushels of this 
have beea fesued to the public horses^ and three to 
ttfcc paymaster's. On s^ing^ with Doctor GiUasspy 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GEK. BAT0N« M 

ntd^^ymaskir flonr a mcmttf 8 fo six ImsbeU 

afipe&refi doe tkem y^tim defieteney I paid up at the ' 
samepFiioe. JU^ 4i^.aoiit of :preitt'oii the slile of 
«Geir^9tands &II8 — ^S5'bMh. raid Del. "SO 

Sd do. iiBplaced* 81 SIT 

^ The sales fbr ^hieh Efisigii Thompson is aee6unt- 
jMe are six bmiieFlft ^ and for tids he will aceoQ&t on 
deimaid<> The Tefidoe of the hoBdred btisbels^has 
hkmm ksued^ some part* to the 4Mops^ -Ute iMtto pub- 
lict-hxffses. ':'■*"•. 

^^are always iMii' venieiitoiie tot>e Imtariie^'iii a 
pnpermode ef taiiaemeHt^ and- Ott^ oe^Miows have 
«|l^eB openly on tfae> iiiets. My eondwt ^asau^ 
Ibbraasedbypa^iperitotfaOfity ; ahdwhy this article 
etemld appear ana^isharge ^tsn only he solved into 
fttedKnrgetfolneiM 'of infirm old age. «Thit I' ever 
fimhed te pwUie boMes to my qtfanfityrshort of Ibiir 
qnaftsisiMittnie; I<lidieve the ciMrt will justify- 
my^ e(M^uci'iti4fais afttir. : . 
>i am chap^ 4iiiily^ witb'^SisohediiNMe' «f or- 

A.ifFhisailiidea toliie order of the Oommaudantof 
SMii'of Mipf lAst^ relative to thb is^hang^ ofn^er- 
ttbi tten.' ^ I <id sot at &at time eharge myself vntit 
4iie pcdiM^ the eom^y ; bnt 4id^ however^ eon- 
ault and advise witk-^ commanding oifteer on tlie 
eonslaiiotiott to be applied to tile ovder^ and conelud- 
^ ttu^ the word «dPcAaii^ could n^tcdttend to the 
men who joiaed me by trani^nr, ' To this conclusion 
I was persuaded by an observation of the Gomraand- 
. ant Ihat he meant ^ men who came oat with me 
from Phikdelphia^ should remain in my company, 
aad his genend direction that Captain Tinsley^s com- 
pany and mine should be kept foil. This construc- 
tion was alM^anpported by the etder of the tenth of 
Juje retative^^to the master of the troops. 

Had we constrved the^rder more extensively, and 
returned the men who had been transferred, should 
jAot I havd bem snkject to arrest for Baving exceeded 
the literal eonstntetion of the otdier ? 
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V A :pAHtj^lar0hgee}t m ilm ortW ^ not' a^prtei^te 
me to he mftiter #f i^f^ivy^ If iheim iten a particrei^; 
Iftr^Wv^ ^^'^^n iMiimfttod^ and my tmi^ 
structiim. 414 not embmce^ 4htt ebjeet^ how;eaMJ^ 
ai%ii|* an ex]pla|i«i^<te beete giyen by aniiiher 
order ^H"" o^i^Hrwiw I: Bnre l4m^tkfi neee^gaiy cor^ 
oeeticp would ha^ l)Wn madBs ; Jbr tl» 6iMe«tio». of^ 
theorder was. left lo a genttcmaii .wfaoae |Nreiiia#faBdA» 
mda%: hm it^Y«r baem qoestim^d. Mr. W&tiM 
has mfd^med the court ibat tke order WBsnh^yuA-om, 

an^ «tt9iMi^em (ifi tbe ^utgeetimtKl ktffiacoTeredritortt 
ijQL'Ibe^a^ib^&re^j^u. ' ; »; . . . - . y? 

If the ^fmrt'^sluoiild fiad lii^ oiber > eoB9ttu»4M»Hii 
' tiha terai e^fdmng^ titan what "fve applifd^ I liflp& 
they will ^^^rtheless d# me^ the^ju^^ce' to Mlevts 
that^ the one givf»\Wj9« aueh a«^»y «iira uttdereaad^ 
isg suggestedvaad t^ji li^.-tiie donraUtttiDii ol'thfiiif^ 
lleers of my eompany ; aadifiUr^aeqidtmfe. <; .:. 

> I a^ timi%eA MAy^ of ^ libetaMng ftwa ^eoi^e- 
ment Corporal Billings^ who was eharged by a yan^ 
of mque^t witibt haiein^ hee^ tife idei^ itf/ JogUm 
Hftyerlones^ ^^prira^ean Captain iPiettniniiPs etniMte 
ny^ from tiie viohmee of A6iilQW#;he.had Hiflwir 
ed Dn him ; . and. tftasMig to fnMes the eharge w^a 
i^dre3pe6tf€d ocnMiem|it^oti0 matm&r. , ^ 

' CkH^MVFal Bill^gs, bus not i^en ^mxxmwk rdtased? 
from ^oaftiiepi^tit r ahiee th^ airensngon whiohthe 
eamae wiginated* He remained oonfaed on acharge 
giv^ by a eoitimis$io|iedi|pflicer^ nntil themittinraa 
^the civil magietratewas^^mt itito i^y hahda^and 
bis pena^ssion stained for iheramerml of the pris- 
oner. Thw stands the evident^ In jaatiieallim 
pf the removal^ I have produced to^the eonrt tbe iM^ 
ilmony of the magistrate^ as also has wmtfen eerti& 
i&ate^ in demonstration of the ordera-be ga^re me. 
The causes erf the remova.! were thM0/' The alarm 
which pcKssessed the ipri^ner^ in «;oasaqueMe of ihe 
mode of his confinehient imd the SiifrwdnTit observa^ 
tions w¥cb oMain^^ ihM h^ w^mU uodmbi^lybe 
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cmnieM otiibirifi^^ feamit #oald:lHure« ten* 

deaey toalam faim into deaerimi. * 

: ivbelkvediiofllacBityiofthe foai^ urould secoM 
kim^ .pnvided J10 ebonld nMlve'caan eaeaipe. 
Vneqiunit e80^[ie8 Juul happeaad before^ and one 
AMdi. My <faar9 ^eM not lni9 founded on timae «ir-' 
oaiafirf;ittio»thiaiilfte known panaiwring diepaaitiott 
6{ &kfffri»oaw»: lanppiiiedtfaaiaoBieMrtof iiMur«r 
^noe th^ Ua enmeeoUd not be found eaptalywodUi 
Httigftte hb >«larBi^ aiid that laniringliini into mj 
laAd^n^ undertbe^earo of twaa^tiairiv ivdwofa iraa 
)iwifi& luid iaitart ahild would.'bfliaA aet notices iuiK 
Hia^etlian ptuAentvasdtt might reoomiili^bioi to bis.eona 
inMient^ andiaeoiatef jiim to jnatice. Tlie plaoe of faia 
ecmSBBmemi ^wsjo^anttyaf. not -nMra; eecnie m ita 
KflEriUan the gonad faoofe ; and I believed two sen^ 
tnes^a jkiAi»ait'gaflfd* . Had I taken these atops ai 
wgr town diacsration^ my eondaet would bare bemi 
^rsyftable by kav. . BiUisca was noistfae prisoner of 
thaBidtedfitetes^biitofiieatateofGeQiigia. Tfaia 
appibars frsfea the : nntiiaim; Notwithata he 

waa^ti&lrt cm£ni6d'by ihedairge'ctf ^ 
tlis«ui&nBs^th&«iviliiia^s<^^ anpercleded that 
ohil^ai jr The^prisotteribein^ thea eomniitted to me^ 
*a j&omamiding.Qffle0r of the^iiison^ &<bould be com^ 
fiai0d4M;]nyHdislwbtianx Had iny exertions to seenm 
h9B»:pniired raHdsalyJmfiSpDt^ shooldl have 

been amemiMe Ito^eivil la^* These are my ideas oi| 
ttdaanibJMt^nnvdtiieyareisuiidedin^ But I have 

slMiwn to the eoavt that I have -pitoeeQded in this af- 
fair aigmaifli)ly to the instruction of Oe ^eivil magis- 
trate who committed the prisoner ; and the event km 
proved that our detorminaiion on the mode of con- 
finement was psoper. The prisoner did not escape : 
bust'wastiaiiaferred to Die guard house on demand. 
Where i|ien is the injuiy^ where the mcessity of thi$ 
m%hty clamw ? ^ 

: As to matter of contempt in tearing to pieces the 
origiiialcharge^ iaenti<med*as:an article in this charge^ 
{ ds net ieelUmt itdbserves a eomm^Eit* 
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I Mi ekai^d •ttly^of ^^ Uilg«irtly dttftauduis4]b» 
troops under my comisaiid oat <tf rations wliidi wext» 
due them^ aiid storing them in the « ^mssen stoire^ 
vhiefa have never been aeeoonted for to the isen.^' 

I have c<»ieeded tiial nearlj one- tkmisand mHomA 
«f flour^ an airearage doe the teoopgy wete di^K«toAt 
Hitfaepnblicj5itore9.and h^asa clMok upon* ade^* 
flMuad.whiohthecimtractorhadand was detMUSbed 
to prosecmie^ for the same qnastity of daaM^ed and 
eondenmed flops destroyed hy: the troops. , TUm 
estneession appears.. from the eiside&ee.a jnst «late^ 
ment of fiiets. A mdment^s ei^planatfoft iught .htwrfi 
aatisfied a miild disposed to be-«attKrfM : . hmt wm 
tesasaetioAi aSbfded plausible nu#ar*nf i ohai^ muk 
it has been imprevsed ! £xertioi»tham.ibeen made t(» 
sid>8tiwtiate it by introducing a . c^eoiss oi mAmm. 
unpreeedeiitBd^ singular and Ji^stinieras. A^nst^^ 
sometU^antheform ofA d6flbill^ for asmewihenr 
about two; thousand rations^ signed by a tiwd 
person, without the knowledge :,of mysetf^ has, by 
the informier^ been iatn^daeAdtQ{this:eoavt «s a buU 
work of pro^ agdonst wfaieh it Mas axpeflted even 
ianaXti itself could not prevail ! This note-iBBelkiari^ 
of assassina^m ! How was it ditaiiied? ClaiMks. 
tinely^ and by finesse I Of wbomP^Not (tf m»:;t but 
of im unsuspectuig aeijeant ! For.wlmt use ? NMto 
recover a real due for the #ol<yer ; lait to tmMiB an 
^ifiigtttii^ oim to criminate an offioer ! Was' it ever 
presented me ? No ; not tiU the cdaJ^ntiaL po'son 
with whomit was deposited^ was struck with con- 
viction of the perfidy of its c^ject ! How then was it 
preseirted? Secretly; and with a propositkm that I 
would contaminate my fingers by destn^i^ it ! 
Was this lan artful attempt upw the impetaosiiy 
which it would naturally excite in my mind ; w an 
individual'Wkh.that the adiwitages conteamlaied to 
be acquired by the note might be defeated ? This Do- 
mains to me an enigoia ! But the note was destroyed ! 
By whom ? Not by me ; but by t^^person who ob« 
tained it^ and oontrary to my directiM ! AAother 
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fioteln )iU IhingB like nnto the firat has appeared be- 
fmt this ceftrt ! What hag it produced in evidence ? ^ 
Aft and SQhtlelTjr in its projects ; stupidity in its au« * 
thnr; and in its 'countenance the deepest hue ofin- 
iqm^ ! These are strictures which naturally arise out 
of this subject. Bat notwithstanding thi« formidaUe 
aj^earance ; this monster of illegitiniate conception; 
ifimple facts have demonstrated that my concession 
went to the extent of every thing which existed rela- 
^ve to this charge ; and further, that my conduct has 
nM been fraudulent, but equitable. 

The eoademaed floor was used by the troops in* 
discriminatdy atthetimetfae rations^of flour in ipiest- < 
ion were becoming due. This was done by my ad- 
vice : but I eouid fact suppose any credit was due the 
contractor for snch sort of provision. On his arrival, 
howev^, he made draiand of payment for the con- 
demned flour thus ma.de use' of by my direction; in- 
sisting that condemning it did not transfer to me a 
right of destopoying it, nor of suffering It to be destroy- 
ed ; and declaring that he would recover iiofme^ 
#ther by abstract, or by an action of trespass. The 
fbrsier I reAised amd he determined on the latter. I 
basd doubts in my own mind whetiier he could recover 
against me. Tlie troops w^re at that time well sup- 
plied ; and I concluded that to retain the flour' in 
publieotore,whieh had become due the troops dur- 
ing tli^ time of Iheir using the condemned flour, till 
th^fH^stiov at issue should be determined, or till the 
oo»tiractor should relinquish his idea of bringing his 
action^ would be just and proper f and that then the 
issues should be made without respect to th^ destruc- 
tion of the condemned flour. . 

These lRi.cts have been 'unequivocally ascertained. 
Does this look like fratrd ? ]>oes it not favor more 
Ae complexion of uprightness ? If the contractor has 
sustained ^ loss for which damages are recoverable 
by Taw, who should be amenable for those damages 
but the poisons wh^ committed the waste, and had 
the beneflt of it ? Had I appropriated the flour thw 
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refaimrd and stoifed^ to liy 0imiWi,mt^pMti4'iH 
fhen might this ehurge hie finippOrt^d :j Jkiit if firM 
tiie moment tt it» liaving been stovdd it^bis r^Millieii 
ar disputed fnroperty^ bow evidont mtts^it^Wto m} 
to^oinbiassed miiidthH ^ quMtifl^'«€ lighi; aWl 
held me in sn^p^mae res^e^tifeig iilr^ issws ? {£I hM 
issued it till tbta ^entiofk was detiraiiliedf haw elew^ 
ly would an aotion Adda oha^Ue B^dimt «le;l'#r 
tr^spd^ssirig on thfe prc^csrty <? tiie ^eeatnletor anA 
wlleire Would have: been my remedy ? Thuii^ act a»I 
would^ on either sideiWIus I UaUeto ^biKrTMalQMit 
by airest both citil and military ; and tindeubtddly 
thefNttriotie iteal <tf the d^y w^nld not ba?)a pa9«td^ 
theopportdnity. ^ . 

' But were this transaetton vtew^d in its ?WQfiit:l%h% 
fiftill fraud canhot be madie mi oiiU TJhe torn im 
plies a deeeftfnlly obtEitbin^ and itrmgfnlly «n^ 
ingtatmes ownuse|^<i«d(i whiekwrethe ptopwty of 
aimtfaeh Har h^o b^n any 4»mi ? • Has h»H 
bmn ftny wrongfhl ixp^Him&m. On tiM^ contrary^ 
has liot the business be^n c^endy loonduettid P Hw^ 
not I always declared faets as they now appeal ^ 
^our proceedings ? And has not the property i»eftlL 
a^ carefii^^fiffeserved as pcMssible. It Bmatboa 
•trange p^ll*siott or rath^ distoriion M tjsms to 
stamp the epithet eithc* of injnstiM of iftaud upon 
the trabsaction out of whicklitib ebafge hai aHs^i. 
I am conMenttiie court ; will be^ : comdneed of thi% 
aad^^at howeyer plausible the pretew^ f#r tMjK 
eha^ge may be^ I am mt in fact ch^g^aMe witibiifae 
taOst distant intention^ in this tntBaaedoto^ <if yi^ng- 
ing an individual, nor the pniblie^ but on the oontai- 
ry, so far as possible, disposed to do justice to hfnih. 

Having gone through with my obi^rvations fin the 
proceeding, I beg the court will, iadnlge ma in a 
few remarks, which iuUurally arise firoml the pro^ 
ectrtion, and the circumstances which niay lime pro- 
duced it. . - . / ; r . . '^ 

What influence upon superior mnk .the circum- 
rianceof my having a particular destination from 
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ftcHSbeii^igr ^. Wat Biajr h%vt, Ileaire to ^ det^rm<^ 
MN^n of tile mon pftrtienlw acquaintances oif tfa* 
dfMlpwitioft of a BMUft in aii elevated station. If thii 
rircwsasjlattee hm had influencd^ other dvctunstances 
M^^ alEE>pAuiaa(xiliaries t& the maasuns which wtve 
ittf tie&eed hy this. -a 

Oft mgr akxivalat ^fe^fary's, among the troops of 
Yugiiiifty X £eimd mamr sid^ : these had no medical 
aasistanee* On beardTof our bi% sailed the Sar« 
igeoi&'s mate. . Ifo recommendad to take these sick 
OB h&mA of iffi. I accardin^y ordered them on 
board. Thk^oUiged my noncommissioned officers 
to c£ksipi their b^hs between decks to the sick. 
Tbe evening of the first of Jaanary commenced an 
i^e^sant cain. At ten at night I went on deck and 
aaw. my osoicommissitmed officers rolled in their 
blankets, and drenched in rain. By consent of the 
sailittg mmiAmt I ordered them into the cabin to take 
bir&s n^n hoi&es^ chests and a talde. Human- 
ky dictated i^ stey. The day Mid night following 
UibB storm isontinued^ I again took ttem. intp '4J|e 
m»km. This ^ve umbrage to the iactfir c^tfa| At 
diaa trads^ Mr. Friee^ who had all the paisage 
oeeupkd as a stateroom^ and had sflq^ th^ tfte pre*, 
eeding evening. About daybreak^ the next mom- 
tag^ moving imtof his stateroom and addressing his 
assiflAatttand a blaeksmiUi^ who bc^ipied births in the 
iCalMn^ be inade some unaiannerly and illnliiured stric- 
teresttpoB thin arrang^nent of min^ ; supposing I 
was asleep. 1 undeceived him ; and a^empled to ar- 
gue Mm into conciliation^ pleading the humanity of 
the measure^ and observing that }f any gentlemen 
had reas<mfto complain^ they were Capt. NlcoU and 
Doct. Oillasspy,. who slept in the cabin^ and tusA 
himself^ who was not incommoded in his lodgings ; 
that the noncommissioned officers were down after 
he was in bed^ and out befcu!^ he was up ; and hop^ 
ed that the si^ of a soldier^s blanket did not offeu 
Mitt. 

6 . ^ 
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He oflEe^dftd im II feientod it Eupbauitioa wa* 
liad and the aifair boiied^ a» Iwppimd^ in di^Uvkm i 
bttt from that momeiitl have expmeneed from l^at 
quarter a perseeutioo «f resentment wkieh^ and in 
Biani^r wliich^ a man of a liberal ndnd akdopoa; 
countenance would be as)u|fe|d of. These ehai^^ 
of mjr oirejits were favgleOTshis ^leoating room^ m 
his own hand writings as they wefe accidentally' 
discovered and report^^ to me tfa^ mmung after tli^ 
se(»*et dispatches went i^with tiiem. 1 believe I 
may charge that la^ of OtiieUo as tbeprriiiefiUBeoi 
all the miseUef which has been dmtignrd i^ainst mei 

At St. Mary% Captain Tinsley^^er Snsign Allin- 
son^ shewed me an appomtment of Adjotant whidi 
the Captain had made the EnsigB, which I think i 
said sliould be respected so fiur as mgr leAnBiiee wMld 
obtain ; observio^ at the same time that .tite am<Httt. 
m^Qit of the regiment^^ staff did not rest with platoon 
officers. The order of the aecietary of war required 
that the eldest subaltern should be left at St Mary^. 
Rimk determined this command to Ensign Allinson. 
Soo^iafter my arrival here I ordered a junior Eimi^ 
to do the tenq^orary duty of Adjutant When Col* 
onel Gaither arrived^ I submitted t# him every ar« * 
rfuigement I had made or contemplated : and at tiie 
same time menticmed the i^pointmettt ftrst idfaided toy 
and recommended tiiie subalteni last alladed to for 
the appointment of quwteimaster. But I received 
for answer, that ^^ no appointeirate w<»ld be iMde to 
those offices/' And the first order for muster, iOib 
June, coincided with that answer. Consequently 
things remained as they were. BatEns^n Ailinson 
Appeared dissatisfied,^ and continued so. How far 
this disappointment imght have influenced the feelings 
of 4his iitformer may be conjectured. From tivese 
and other causes which may be traced I have long 
since discovered a disposition in this tsipple alliance 
to embarrass me. And from the proeeedings before 
you, gentlemen, you will be able to discover whether 
my suspicions have been well or ill fmuided, wheth- 
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<r tiw pfocwentfon bas for its biusin tratb or spleen^ 
auui wither it was bem of patiiotium or a les9 hon- 
QKftble parmt. 

- With wfaat face can my prosecator accuse me of a 
paUvy hfdf eent spetu la^n ^ who^ on my arrival into 
tkis Btate wwdd readUM^e taken from me thurty 
ftve tkomand ^Mlam A|Rns^ tiie titles of which he 
knew w^re in^s^ute^^d believed invalid ; having 
been obtained by frfiB|^ and corruption ? Had I at 
1teul«ioment closed a bargain^ and obtained credit for' 
a flM^ety of tfcat sitm^ I have good reason to believe I 
skoold at this moment be caressed. But unfortu- 
n2d;ely for my peace^ I ridiculed the dream of the 
speealation^ apd reprobated the Yazoo grants. Here 
sprang up anew^wnree of resentment : and this was 
imtetod by my remfonstrating on the impropriety of 
beittg obliged to. govern myself by verbal orders, 
whioh I wind were as conveniently forgotten as 
given. .To tUs remonstrance I was lead by a convic- 
tion of the treachery of human memory : but this 
was treoBon. H I consulted with gentlemen on the 
embafrassment of this mode of discipHne^ it was 
sc^mdahtm mdgTiatum. For diiedience of Verbal or- 
ders, twice bave I been indireefly reprimanded : and 
once for the same crime, an article is added in 
tb» charges of my arrest— (Witness the third charge.) 
I have longsince ^covered how persuaded this man, 
b](^ in nrnk, has been that my reputation and future 
happmess should be sacrifteed on the altar of partial- 
ity. 

Because I have not winked as he winked, and smil- 
ed when he smiled, acquiesced in the slander which 
most men suffer from his splenetic disposition, and 
stooped like a slave when he condescended to lash 
me, he 1^ been convinced tiiat this sacrifice, so 
trifimg to a nnm ei my rank, was a necessary one to 
bis humor. Can I be silent on this subject ? Can 
iiie respect I feel for the presence of this Court, 
shall 41 tame submission to the caprice of weakness 
and despotism, confine my injuries^to the obsequious 
remedy of supplication ! '^ I have not slavish tem«^ 
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{leranee enoQg^ to aMend a liivofiie's heehrimd eatch 
lis smiles ; b^ar an ill eSRte dMie Bie to my faca^ 
and thank the lord^ who wrongs me^ for bb favcnr.'^ 

I reverence virtae^ and respeetobifify ; Imi fltat 
accidental consequence wkieh bUli4 fiiMrtaiie attadb«0 
to the opposite of th^se cn||ft|v»^ obtaisA nothing «f 
^e b«t what to mnkiWilMl^e vefiitJMii. 

The perverted etestrttcticd^whieh has bMK p«t oti 
all my measures, and reqpeatflrittattoatiatt to my re- 
peated reqiiest of a moie^mmane, yet as pnq^r 
mode of investigating- the f^cts, prove the viiidictevtt 
temper of this proseenticm,>a<id a prepense intetttion 
to assassinate my tepntation. 

How (^en has the ground be^ shifted, and nsw 
positions taken since the siege has been laid against 
my character ! How silently have parallels becB 
drawn and evacuated ! Spies bive. beeii sent into 
my company, snd even into my funily, to discover^- 
}f possible a vulnerable part! Oiiia^us have been 
called fh)m their beds, i^ the dead hour of ni^rt, to 
ascertain facts, whieh were transacted in the center 
of the area of the fort, by consultation of theolkmrs 
of the garrison, and ord^ of my piosecater ! And I 
i|m not yet satisfied that an instrmnent has not beeft 
employed to sap my fimmess by an artful attempt np- 
on the excitability of my temper^ Witness tiM» pre- 
9entment of the note before mealiiHied.) Yet, iostead 
of a choice of crimes, as the hmmt has gone oat, 
what delib^nUe anxiety has been discovened to get 
bold of any thing wUch could be distorted into a 
nuspridon itf criminality. Even my mislioftiaies 
bi\.ve been called up and passed in review with a 
lOotive, not of commiseration, but to spy eut of th^s 
some ambiguity, which c<mld be metamorphosed into 
f^rimes. If the salvation of a conntQr depended on 
' my fall tke^re might be found an apology for thk sin* 
gillar prosecution, but if private animosity is only to 
be gratified, the sieans which have been used, and 
perseverance observed should take anet^r name 
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WSd wMkliftve bteii the ukfiiiiiiltiM (tfihemin^ 
i^kkve i^vailed Oft itself to endeavor to distil spec- 
til«tioa out €i meftsiires wfaieh the man himsdf had 
leeoMBiieiMted^ and fraad from an eeonmny which 
lra»idii6 to^thfi pnblie ai^ tojnatiee* Who cannot 
diaeoYW^ even with ]^g|me eye^ that other motives 
timi publie naaiiirefl^mt have actuated this po- 
jceedii^ ! And who ^s not blush at the ridiculous 
veHof hmocrisy niyfr which this malevolaic^e is 
iMsked ! it 18 envff in the $hape qf conscience I It is 
hswever wmsible that misrepresentation has done all 
thii. W haiever may have been the moving cause^ 1 
feel that I have suffered. All the poison of n^ life 
magnified hy a jealons and creative imagination has 
hpdsh scattered befi»pe the winds to blast my honor. 
Hibd my herald been delighted as mueh with good 
as witti evil exttaets^ he could here and there^ from 
my memoirs^ have gathered a little of the dews of 
benevolence and humanity to perfume the breath of 
slaader : but jit is ihe spider^s peculiar quality to ex- 
leaet poison from the same flower from which the 
bee will gather haney. 

When a man only lies under the imputation of 
maleottduct^ tiie secret satisfactum which man- 
kind leel in the mbfortiuies of their fellow men^ in- 
duees a kind of instiiK^tive crodit to the calumny ; 
and common fuae is always ready to give it curreB- 
cy. With such aaare inclined Vd relish evil reports^ 
and «iidi there are^ slight presumption will be ad-, 
mitted as positive evidence^ and every evil thing will 
be believed. ^^ The ^^rossest sophistiy will pass 
upon men^s understandings when used in support of 
measurea to which they are already hiclined.'' And 
good men credit evil repi»i;s from a eonseiousness of 
the frailty of humfui nature. Hence, when slander 
once drc^ from the invenomed tongue, it more or 
lats obtains credit of all men ^ and the reluctance 
wfaieh all men feel at the impvdati^n of guilt, prompt 
them to shnn the suffering chwaeter through fear of 
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being suspected accompliees in Us erases. Heneo 
an insulted character suffers every inconvenience* 
from the secret whisper of malevolence^ which i^ 
can from positive conviction : all the infamy which- 
attaches itself to crimes already consumes his himt- 
or ; and conviction can add^ghing to the sufferu^s 
of the man^ but the pain or^Prdis^mee oi punish- 
ment. Hence the innocent aiseias mblM to suffer a» 



the guilty ; and hence the dumb significaiioe of a 
muscle^ has frequently the address to blast a reputa- 
tion. When hatred combines with propensity to 
distress a character^ and power is called in to aid the 
assaqjt, it imbitters the venom of calumny witii the 
gall of persecution. This I most solemnly fe^L 
What* but fortified invidiousness^ which could be 
satiated, only by my ruin^ could figure to itself^ even 
in ima^nation^ the possibility of my having wronged 
a soldier ? In all this tedious process* not a sin^e 
soul has been produced who has even felt ^ssatisfled 
with ine .- not who would consent that the idea should 
be recorded. . Tet has it been industriously bUuKoned 
that I have stooped to injure my soldiers. Is there 
a soldier in. exbtence^ and has served with me^ who 
can be made to say this ! Did ever a sick, w an faun- 
gry, or a distressed soldier represent to me his wants 
and go away unrelieved ? Not a living soldier <ma 
say this : and the dead, if they could declare fm me, 
would testify that my disinterested acts of benevo- 
lence have always been commensnrate with their 
lives. Is there a man in existence, and is my ac- 
quaintance, who can say that a single act of all my 
actions has been stamped with parsimony ? Ow who 
will not rather say that the other extreme has been 
an error of my life ? My kitchen has always been 
an hospital and an inn for the sick and the distress^ 
ed soldier, and my .quarters a caravansary for the 
stranger. With the utmost truth I can declare, that 
from almost eight years service in a military capaci- 
ij^ nearly five of which I have received the pay and 
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em^imeiit of Gapftain^ with the aclditionnl einola« 
fiient dome part of the time of Brigade Major^ I have 
H^ saVed a single guinea. Tet have I not lived 
prctfa^ely^ nor indulged intemperance. 

Then it cannot he from an overgrown fortune that 
I am charged 'with sglJUation and fraud ! not from 
extravagance of living^^nd not from the complaints 
of injured individuals 1 What then can it he from ? 
An invidioiis wbh that it were so ! For the justice of 
this Gdi^lusion^ gentlemen^ I refer you to the pro- 
deecfings before you. 

Tfae1>ias which uncontradicted report must have 
given tSiis court at the commencement of the trial, 
would have alarmed me, were I not persuaded that 
wMh every member which compose it, prepossession 
would give place to facts. It, is the province oh truth, 
when drawn from her recess, to unmask deception 
and falshood, and to compose to their natural form 
tte features which jealousy, envy, or a. spleeny im- 
agination had distorted into deformity. 

But gentlemen, I am growing prolix, and you im- 
plement. I know you will recollect that you sit here 
to determine in law and equity, between th6 United 
States and myself, on chaises in the decision of which 
my reptitation, my friture happiness, and that of my 
fi|Bi9y cannot but be involved. I feel that if the 
mosl imbittered construction should' be applied to 
my c(mduct as shewn to you from the evidence, it 
would require the eye of casuistry to extract crim- 
inaUty from it. 

I truM and firmly believe that your decision will be 
unbiassed and impartial : that compliment to indi- 
vidual opinicm, character or caprice, will have no in- 
fluence in your deliberation : and that from the test 
of truth, you will be able to determine that econo- 
my and not speculation^ that humanity and not con- 
tempt of law nor etiquette^ and thni jmtice and not 
fi^audy have dictated that conduct which has been 
stamped with the impression of criminality. 
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With confidence I rest my eanse in the ifABgd/if 
of this court. 

WM. EATON, Ca^ain ofb^trf. 

On the seventh instant the proceedings of th^ 
court were forwarded to thejMpmmandant at St. Ma^ 
ry's. I was there on the tn!n of Billings, and ww 
informed by a gentleman of tlie bar, that tl^ t/oili^ 
mandant, disgusted with the decision, had deterami- 
edto forward the proceedings to his exeeltency thA 
President, without acting upon them. In corobiNli^ 
tion of this information, this day Major Freenan 
received an order for the dissolulion of the ^yort^ 
but nothing of th^ decision. For this piece of aoei- 
dental justice I would thank him, had he not in ^^ 
ing it^aid a necessity of prolonging my conftnenteiit 
within the walls of a fort I did not .believe fan 
would dare show those proceedings where he eve» 
wishefl to show his face. Every thing is studiously 
arranged with design to counteract my felicity. It in 
in vain to plead that duty or public good reqniretsi 
this treatment. The former requires not the aid^df 
falshood in its execution, and the latter sel^m' lui^ 
knowledges itself in debt to meanness and oppregtflon. 
But I am not the only officer who suffers under ttiis 
lash of tyranny. - His humor is the standard hj 
which his esteem or hatred is measure'd : and hki 
power deals out to the favorites the -natural partialis 
ties. Nor does he seem satisfied to confine his infla- 
ence to individual character. I wish I were not 
compelled to believe that his misrepresentation has 
{prevented that good understanding which might oth- 
erwise have been restored to the United States and 
Georgia. What man in his senses could imagine 
that General Jackson, who sailed on board a sloop 
to the treaty, with few more theA twenty volunteer 
infantry, under the command of a subaltern, contem^' 
plated to assume the command at this post ? Every 
one who knows the General must be satisfied that he 
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lrte»^ better infotDi^d military idea^ than to attempt 
thfer. Yet the Commandant had the address^ by pos- 
i^re decliiration, to impress the commissioners of the 
Uiiiited Stotes with this idea. The consequences have 
been detailed in public print : the dernier event is 
to be feared ( Bnt a p]jm,te pique of long standing 
Iras cratifted. These Things, though they take the 
prostitutied name of federalism^, to me appear vastly 
tmealidid. The liberties I am taking may perhaps 
lie considered unwarrantable. Indeed I know, an 
officer here must confine his ideas, like his person, 
within the istqckades of hisipost^ and shall have 
lea.Te to think through the organ of a Commandant, 
l^rovided his ideas keep the channel of his views. I 
am not made of such stuff : and have never yet been 
tedaced to feel that the livery of a soldier should 
sniOther the light of understanding, or manacle the 
j^inions of reason, If these liberties then should be 
construed into disrespect, I shall charge the misde- 
meanor to maxims to which I have always atiuered, 
that ranAr has no just claims beyond the boundary 
iines of duty ; that respect is a voluntanr attachment 
.to merit, and that no consideration should prevail on 
a man to veil the face of truth in obsequiousness to 
any man's humor or interest. 'If, still sore from the 
sting of envy, I have dipped my pen in acrimony, I 
trust the abuse I have suffered will suflBciently apol- 
ogise for me. If my complaint merits a hearing, re- 
dress will undoubtedly naturally follow. But if my 
persecutors should have the address to blast me at 
this period of life, I shall feel the sad reconciliation 
that I shall have fallen an early martyr to the die-- 
tates of truth, duty, and humanity. 

It has been confidentially said between the two 
gentlemen most interested in my reports, and over- 
heard ; " We must get that Eaton out of the way !" 
I truly stand almost alone ; but feel myself never- 
theless steadfast. The recruit, an Ensign Allinson 
wl& has been employed as aU instrument, to effect 
7 
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ihe project^ has generously been offered iive faundred 
acres of land at this post as a pledge of the trust and 
confidence reposed in him. JPlans have been well 
concerted^ confidence and secresy have been sacredly 
adhered to^ and no exertions have been wanting to 
excite the patriotic project. But yet I standi and 
believe I shall^ till my enemHKs are confounded^ and 
the public shall blush at the depravity of principles 
which have moved my misfortunes, lam not in-* 
deed tenacious of holding my commission on a peace 
establishment^ and should before this have requested s 
to be placed on the list of derangments ; but to re- 
tire from service at this crisis would bear an unfavor- 
able construction. My only anxiety is to leave ser- 
%ice like a soldier. As such •! trust I have served, 
and am at all times ready to serve, should my coun- 
try demand my service. But let not speculation and 
malice prevail to blast a life ahd family devoted to 
the calls of duty and human happiness. 

Sincerely do I beg pardon for this intrusion : but, 
my honored Sir, to ;ivhom else shall I address my 
aggrlevance ? If your confidence in me has been mis^ 
placed, it cannot, I think, but affect your feelings. 
And if falshood and cruelly should have the influence 
to place it in that light, the consequence will be the 
same. I am in possession of some • facts, interesting 
to tlie public, which I shall bring forward in the 
proper channel when digested, and when my em- 
barrassments shall be removed. These shall show 
who are patrons of speculation on the public, and 
who are embarked on the ^bottom of truth, who of 
misrepresentation. 

f I have to request that my command, which has 
been wantonly and violently wrested from me, may 
be restored. My honor is pledged that my eye shall 
be fixed on the public measures without respect to 
the feelings of individuals. And when facts are ats- 
certained and the veil removed from the public eye, 
that justice, may be established, I shall then ask leave 
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to retire from a service in which an honest man can 
acquire, no other scars than from the shafts of those 
dark and deadly assaslsins, envy and selfishness. 

With profound respect^ 

1 h(We the honor to remain ^ 
Sir, 

Tour most obedient, and very hum- 
' lie servant, 

William Eaton, Capt. 
of Infantry. 

The Honorable 

Timothy Pickering, 

Secretary for the department of state, 
Philadelphia. 

For ^ome specification of one of these charges Ea- 
ton was sentenced to Invo months suspension from 
command. That it was of no very criminal nature, 
appears from the following extracts of letters written 
by Ilnsign Thompson, one of the court martial. 

'^ Our Col. Commandant, who is an ignorant, dc- 
bauched, unprincipled old batchelor, appeara willing 
to sacrifice the purest character to gratify the spleen 
of his soul. 

He has long since been collecting materials to ef- 
fect the destruction of Captain Dickinson, a man 
worthy of esteem, and who wears more scars of pat- 
riotism, acquired in the struggle for American liber-' 
ix, than perhaps any other man in the United States. 
I was a member of the court martial which tried Cap- 
tain Dickinson. At this court the ColonePs want 
of knowledge, and want of truth, made him lose my 
esteem ; and in my opinion, forfeited his title to it, 
from every honest man. 

His next object was Capt. Eaton, against whom 
the ColonePs jealousy and envy were awakened, 
from the circumstance of the Capt^s having particu^ 
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lar command at Coleram^ where ^he tra^ng pott 
^faoaldbe. • : « . . 

Captain Eaton^s punctuality likewise^ in living 
information of the situation of this frontier^ was an^* 
other source of bitterness ; ns heretofore^ there hadf 
seldom been any reports of the kind^ not clothed with 
partiality. 

This^ Col. Oaither miglit naturally enough imag- 
ine^ might amount to a reflection on him. 

This must have been his idea : for he commanded 
Capt. Eaton to make no reports^ although the Sec- 
retary of War had given instruction that be should. 
From a number of reasons, it was supposed by the 
Col. and his confederates^ that his sacnfice was nee- 
cssary to their reputation : for the party have been 
heard to say, ^^ We must get rid of this Eaton J^ 

Captain Eaton was arrested, notwithstanding he 
liad twice made a written demand for a court of en- 
f|uiry, and once verbally. This was his legal right^ 
and this would have saved much trouble ; as it 
would have convinced every unprejudiced mind, that 
the circulation of the reports had no foundation ; an^ 
libown tbat they were raised only from a wish that 
there were cause of criminality. 

Enquiry was not to be had. The court martial 
consisted of five members; one Major who was his 
inveterate enemy, as he is to every plain dealer ; two 
Captiuns, one of whom was aspiring to his com- 
mand ; the other, though in general looked upou as 
an honest man, yet knows nothing of law and the 
nature of evidence, and might perhaps, be as deep in 
the party, as the prosecutor. All were inferior in 
rank to Capt.. Eaton, except the President. En- 
sign M'Call was the only person who appeared 4o 
me unprejudiced. I was a member of the court my. 
self; and although my oath restricts ipy mentioning 
the opinion of any particular member, as to the de- 
cision, yet it is not a violation to say that there was 
the most ostensible partiality ; and that more anxie-^ 
ty and exertion were discovered to give propriety. 
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diiiggr 9Md honesty^ tlie colorings of their oppositesy 
than that truth «hoiild have its influence. 
h' Thi^ trial WAS tedious. Upwards of a forteight 
we weref upon it : and after all was said ; after all 
• Ikif^t had bee^u coUectiiig for about five months, by the 
aevutiiiy of surrounding enemies, and by spies which 
had been sent into his company and family ; to what 
did it amiount ? It amounted to — what I am not at 
liberty to say, being a member of the court, and as 
the sentence is not yet approved of by the GoL 
Commandant.^' 

It appears also from the petition of John F. Ran- 
dolph, and twenty nine others, heads of ffimilies liv- 
ing in the vicinity <tf Golerain, addressed to the War 
Department, that Gapi Eaton had given great sat- 
isfaction to the neighborhood, by restraining his soK 
diers from plunder : as the petitioners, after his re- 
m(wal^ complain of the atrocious conduct of the 
soldiery, and the acquiescence of the officers, iAid[ 
pmy that Baton: may be restored to command. 

The proceedings of the court martial were sent to 
Gaither, whose duty it was to decide upon them. 
As his oliject waa not attained, instead of ^ deciding; 
upon the sentence, he ordered £aton to be confined 
within the walls of Fort Pickering, where he was 
immured . upwards of a monthi^; and sent the pro- 
eeedings of the t^ourt martial, to the Secretary at 
War : and ordered Etaton to the seat of government, 
after this long confinement. 

On arriving at Philadelphia, in December, Gapt« 
Eaton presented himself to the Secretary at War, 
desiring to know what standing he then had. The 
Secretary informed him that Sie sentence was not 
confirmed ; and that his standing was not changed. 

In January;^ 1797> Eaton resumed to Brimfield, 
where he continued till the ensuing^ summer, when he 
repaired to Philadelphia, in consequence of general 
marching orders. 

In July, he was charged with a confidential com* 
mission from the Secretary of state, to execute the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



M 



LIFE OF 



orders which should be issued by a eommittee of 
Congress sitting to procure information relative to the 
conspiracy of William Blount ; and received orders 
a nd a warrant to repair to New York, and arrest 
Doctor Nicholas Bomayne and his papers. Thig^ ' 
duty was imm^ediately performed. Eaton left Phi- 
ladelphia on the mtming of the 10th July, and se- 
cured Bomayne and his papers, before 3 o'clock the 
next morning, and brought him to Philadelphia at 
% o'clock P. M. on the 12th. 

On his return to Philadelphia, he was appointed 
Consul to the city and kingdom of Tunis. 

During the same month he was charged with dis- 
patches for Mr. Gerry, then in Cambridge, who was 
about to sail for France ; which were delivered ac- 
cording to their address. ' ' 

The autumn Eaton spent in Brimfield ; and the 
winter in a journey to the Ohio ; whence he returned 
to Brimfield in March, 1798 ; where he continued 
the greater part of his time till Nov. ISth, when^ 
on receiving information from the Secretary of state 
that the vessels destined to Algiers were ready to de- 
part, he took leave of his family, and, on the 18th, 
arrived at Philadelphia. 

On the 82d of Decjember, Mr. Eaton took leave 
f of the Secretary of state, Mr. Pickering, and went 
fon board the U. S. brig Sophia, Capt. Henry 
Geddes, commander, bound to Algiers; in company 
with the Hero, a ship of SSO tons burden, loaded 
with naval stores for the Dey of Algiers ; the Has- 
san Bashaw, an armed brig of S75 tons, mounting 
eight six pounders, destined to Algiers ; the Skjol- 
dabrand, a schooner of 250 tons, 16 double fortified 
four pounders, destined to Algiers ; and the Le la 
Eisha, of 150 tons, 14 four pounders, also destined 
to Algiers. All these vessels excepting the Sophia, 
were to be delivered to the Dey of Algiers, for ar- 
rearages of stipulation and present dues. 
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James Leander Caihcart, anointed CoBsal at 
Tr^oli^ and his Lady^ took passage in &e Sophia 
mih Mr. Eaton. 

In the mondi of August, 1797> Joseph Etienne 
Famin^ a French merchant resicUng at Tunis^ agent 
for the United States there, formed a treaty with 
th^ regency of Tunis. This toiaty was discussed 
by the Senate of the United States, in the month of 
March, i 798, and ratified, with the exception of the 
14^th article, which was in these words. 

^^ The Citizens of the United States of America, 
who shall transport into the kingdom of Tunis the' 
merchandize of their country in the vessels of their 
nation, shall pay thr^ per cent duty. Such as may 
be laden by such citizens ^ under a foreign flag com- 
ing from the United States or elsewhere, shall pay 
ten per cent du^y. Such as may he laden by for- 
eigners on board of American vessels coming from 
any pl^ce whatever, shall also pay ten per cent duty. 
If any Tunisian merchant wishes to carry merchan- 
dize of his country, under any flag whatever, into the 
United States of America, and on his own account^ 
he, shalUpay thi;ee per cent duty.'' 

It is somewhat surprising that this Mr. , J*amin, 
a Frenchman, should have been authorized to make 
this treaty, at a time when France and the United 
States had assumed a hostile attitude. His being 
recommended by Mr. Barlow may however assist 
in the solution of such an impropriety. If Famin , 
was ignorant of the revenue laws of the United 
States, he was unfit to negotiate a treaty ; if not ig- 
norant, the 14th article discovers a gross violation of 
duty and propriety. The first object demanding the 
attention of the two Cornels, Eaton and Gathcart^ 
m conjunction with O'Brien, Consul at Algiers, and 
then there, was an alteration of the 14th article of <lu9 
treaty : the three Consuls, or any two of them, being 
authorised to make the adjustment. 

It was suspected by the government of the U. S. 
that the latter part of the 14th article might ha^^e been 
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iteerted by Fai^ wkli an expedtafion of deri^g for 
himself great commercial advantages hy opening a 
direct trade from Tunis to this country.: or that the 
Bey and his chiefs^ either aware of the effects c^ the 
article^ or being iililbrmed by Famin^ might oontriVe 
it as the instrument of obtiiining a new sacrifice to 
their avimce ; expeeting it would not be ratified by 
th^ United States]; and thattiie United States^ in or- 
der to get it expunged^ would gS&t the Bey an addi- 
tional sum of money. But^ whatever might have 
been the motive^ the article was inadmissible ; and 
the consuls were instructed to alter it^ so as to placid 
the commerce of the United States with Tiiui^* and 
that of Tunis with the United States^ oii the footing 
of the commerce ofthe most favored nation- for the 
tim^ being ; or to insist on its rejection^ even though 
immediate war should be the consequence. 

Objection was also made by the Senate to some oth- 
er {farts of the treaty ; especially the provision that a 
barrel of gunpowder should be paid the Tuniisian 
governments for the firing of every gun of a Tunisian 
f ort^ saluting American armed vessels entering their 
harbors^ ; the number of guns for a salute be- 
ing left to the pleasure of those saluting. 

The following is Mr. Eaton^s Letter of Cre- 
dence. 



\^ 
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JOHN ADAMS, 



FRBSipfiNT PP THE UNTTED STATES 

OF 

AMERICA. 

•♦ • 

TO* the most Illustrious arid most Magit^*. 
cent JPnnc'e, tftc Bby^ leko commands the Odgiac of 
Tunis, the ahode ofhapftmessy and Ike most honored 
Ibba^him Dey, and Solimak^ Aga of the Janisaries, 
and Chief of the Bivan and au me Elders of the 
'Odgiac. 

Illustrious and HonoA«:D F&eends* 

. ^QAfJSi djSculties occurring in the termS of 
tke* treaty of peace and friendship concluded be- 
tween the IJpiW ^tftes und jou^ and being de- 
sirous of removing the same in the most proper 
manner, I have a|>pointed and given full power 
to our respected citizens^ Richard O^Briex, £s- 
quire, William £aton, Esquire, and James Le- 
ANDER Cathcart^ £squire, to negotiate With you 
for the removal of those difficulties. I therefor* 
request you to receive the said Richard O'Bri- 
en, William Eaton and James LeandeR Cath- 
cart, or such of them as shall be at Tunis and 
present you this letter, and to hear and bejieve 
the explanations of those difficulties which they 
are dire#ed to lay before you ; and whereupon 
8 
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they have authority tQ arrange witti you the terms 
of the treaiy^ ia a maimer compi^tible with the in- 
terest and hojuar of the two nations^ by which 
peace may be ecmtimied^ eiHniperce established^ 
and the greatest advMtiages enji^ed cm both sidos* 

And may the Infinite God direct oar hearts. t# 
that which is right. 
• . 
Illustrious an0, Honored Fribnbs, 
I have ai^ointed tiie said Willi an EAxOKt 
Esquire^ to be Consul of the United Slates^ f(^ 
the city and kingdom of Tunis^ to reside at Tu- 
nis, to watch over the Urterests of the United 
States and their citizens. Wherefore^ I request 
you to receive him as Qieir Consul^ to cause him 
to be duly respected^ and to ^ve full credenoe ta 
wha^t be «hall say tp yoi^ on behalf of the Unit- 
ed States, more especially when be shall .assure 
yon of their friendship and good will. 

Given under my hand and the great Seal of 
the United States of America, at Philadelphia, 
the twenty first day of December, in Uie year of 
em Tjoacd one thousand seven hundred and ninety 
eight, and the Independence of the United States 
tibe twenty third. > 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Bff the Prestdevtp Timothy Pickering. 
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Oti di« 0th of Fdbraaiy^ flie BofMn, amved in the 
buy #f Algiera^ after a pasMgeof thirty six days 
Imn the «ape8 Gi BplaMrare* Eatokt aad Gath* 
dART waited on O'Brien^ Consul Ctena^l of the Unit: 
6d States for the Bitrbary eiMist^ and continued with 
him till tiie Sd of March. On the 18th of Februa- 
ly the armed vei^sels stipulated to be given the Dey 
of Algiers^, were delivered to the Regency. On the 
2Snd^ Baton and Cathcaht were iptrodueed to the 
palaee. The introduction is thut^ described by Ea. 

TON. 

^^ Mb. %% Friday f 1« o^ehck^ M. admitted to an 
uitdience witit the Bey. '. * ^ 

Consuls O^Briea^ Catheart and myself;^ Captains 
€ted^s, Smith, Penrose, Maley, proceeded from the 
American house to the court yard of the palace, un- 
covered our heads, entered the area of the hall, as- 
cended a winding maze of Ave flights of stairs, to a 
narrow, dark entry, leading to a contracted aparteient 
of about IS by eight feet, the private audience room. 
Here we took off our shoes ; and, entering the cave, 
(for so it seeiiied) with small apertures of li^t witlr 
hron grates, we were shown to a huge, shaggy beast, 
sitting on his rump, upon a low bench, covered wilb*a 
cushion of embroidered velvet, with his hhid legs 
gathered up like a taylor, or a bear. On our ap- 
proach to him, he reached out his fore paw a%]ftD 
receive something to eat. Our guide exclaimed, 
^^ Kiss the Dey's hand ! ^\ The consul general 
bowed very elegantly^ and kissed it ; and we follow^ 
ed his example in succession. The animal seemed 
at that moment to be in a harmless mode : he grin- 
ned several times ; but made very little noise. Hav« 
ing performed this ceremony, and standing a few 
momeiits in silent a^ny, we had leave to take our 
shoes and other property, and leave the den, without 
any other injury than the humility of being obliged, 
in this involuntary manner, to violate the second 
commandment of God, and oifend common decency* 
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Can any mail beli^te tibat tkk ele^<«led hilaAh lifts 
^ven kiti^s of£aFope^ two reyublicte^ ftad a Mtttii- 
pent^ tributary to him^ when kifi whole oayal forcie id 
not equal to two tine of battle dfadps ? It is 00 !'' 

Mr. Eatoi^^s rec^itioB atTaaus^ and tfaepragreft* 
maile in atljustiag the treaty^ oannot bettear he ex^ 
plain eil than by himself , in his fliat oottunwucaliQik 
from Tuni^, to the Secretary of SMit^ The elrtrAeto 
from this letter will also give the reader eome i4M 
of the mode of eoft^dhig dq^lontatie eoneemaoath^ 
coast of Uarbary, 

TnfM, ftmk March, iTW. 

THE followi&g ejttract frMi my joomal, 
heinp; cnmjiared and eorresponding wifll Mr. Cttttl^ 
cartX ^ill receive Us sigBatare^ and he forwarded 
by Capt. (reddes ; and wSl detul our profpresa k^m 
the moment of leating Algiers till the inishii^ of 
our negociation, 
% Mai*ch %d. Sailed from Algiers for Tanis. 

%t}u Forced by contrary whidi into the bay 
ofByaerte. Went onshore; and at S P. M. dis. 
patciied a courier by land^ with the following letter 
tiAi^nor Ar.ulai^ a. Hebrew m^chant at Tanis. . 

" The unflepwtitteto envoys^ oomnuasio&ed by ihe 
government of the United States of America^ to ae- 
goewte and lix on certain alterations in the Treaty of 

eaee hei\i'een the Bey of Tunis and said States^ on 
>oavd the Amerieaa brigantine/ So^hia^ now ri^g 
at anchor in the bay of Biserte^ avail themselves of 
an opportunity of a Courier by land to apprise 
Biguor Solumon A^qlai, that^ by the &rst fnir wiad^ 
they will proceed to Tunis, to enter upon the n^o-* 
caation, and to desire hifti ta provide, with economy^ 
a convenient house, ^ith saidMe ftii^ture fw th^ 
reception. 

They have letters of importan<^ from the house of 
Bucri and litisnah in Algierssfor Signer Azulai : bat 
till au opportunity presef^ts of dftliveriag theni witH 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tliaar 0WII hMd^ 4la^ dmre thikt tke purport <if this 

PUmb t(f accept, &c. 

W. EATON, 

J. h. CATHCAET. 

Tim Mer, ii»jisl»ted into ItaliaAy mth ita oti^ 
^id/ was fKrwurd^liya Meor^ whom we employ^ 
fm tbe purpose* 

A'keayy wind Uofwui^ii^ the Hiole^ and a strong 
ennetti setting out^ occasioned sneli a »iff that we 
focmd it impossible to leeaibark ; and we were very 
iMidE^itably invited to take aceommedation in a^Chris* 
tian howe, Stephen Decoi^tear^ an Italian^ who wai 
acting vice consol fw the X^iE^ieser^ Hdland, and 
ilagaaa. In this house was a Seeretaiy of Mr. 
Famin^ wha aui^eeted ow cbaraeter^ and^ommiu^r 
oa^ed hia. suspicKms to him. 

Mttstch lOtil. By the assiataMe^of the Ciq^ain of 
the port^ with a laiuieh, we gqt on board ^nr Ih%« 
In this phice we experienced much hoc^ltidify^ hut 
paid dear for it hi ea£^« 

ii^h. At night anch(»^d off cape Garthagi^a. 

IStL Half paii^ two o'elo^, f^tevnoon, cwie 
to anchor in the Bay of Tuni». Proceeded wiib the 
Commaadanib in flie boat to the Goalette : Exhibit- 
ed to the Aga ol the marine the ship'^ papers^ and re- 
ceived hk assurance that proper inforaiatmi ^dionld 
be seat to the Bey ; and that tomorrow at eleven in 
the morning a flag would bo hoisted a^ a si^al for 
our proeeeding to Tunis* 

i^h. Eight in the morning a renegade ftom the 
|ialace came on board with the Bey's petmission to 
us to go on shore.. We immediately proceeded in 
the barge to thecity, where we ajrived at half paat 
two^ P. M. Ko house being provided^ we went to 
M.^Famin's^ He received us wllh marics t^suiteji^l^ 
irespect^ and offered ^s ever^ service in Ms |K>wer. 
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The flags of the ^Bflferent Buro^an Ultiioifs at 
peace with this regency^ were hoisted^ on our arriv* 
al^ upon the c'oDsular houses ; and this afternoon 
was consumed in the fbrmaliiy of receiving visits. 

Major Magre, the En^sh Consal^ spent the even- 
ing with us. He cautioned me against any confi- 
dence in M. Famin : said he was a dangerous man ; 
and added tfiat my situation was peculTarly critieal 
here ; that inares were set for me on many sides^' 
and that the utmost vigilance might not save me from 
Calling into soine of them. Advised us to move with 
caution but firmness in the business of our negocia- 
tion; and said the Bey was a man of acute dis- 
cernment^ and generally, of fkir dealing ; but that hA 
was vain and avaricious. 

idth. Eight in the mornings M. Famin conducted 
us to the pidace^ and introduced us to th^Bey. Af- 
ter delivering our letters of credence and full pow- 
ers5 passing the ceremony of kissing his band^ sit- 
ting a few ndnutes and taking cdfe^ ; h^ began to 
interrogate us. 

^^ Is your vessel a vessel of war P'' 
^ ^Yes.' 

** Why was I not duly informed of it, that you 
mi^t have been saluted, as is customary.'^ 

* We were unaequamted with the customs^. 
(True cause, we did not choose to demand a salute 
whicl»would cost the Uhited States eight hundred 
^ dollars.) ^ 

^^ Had not you an agent here who could have in- 
formed you ; and have not I ministers who could 
havfe introduced your concerns to me, without the a- 
gency of a Jew 9^^ 

^ True we had an agent here, but we were unin- 

- formed of the mod^ of making communications.' 

(The fkct isr we had been advised at Algiers, not to 

employ M. Famin, and had made 'our arrangements 

accordingly.) 

^\ It is now more than a year since I expected the • 
regalia of maritime and military^stores, stipulated by 
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t«eafy : what impels the ifiillliaeiit of the stitnlii^ 

^ The treaty was received by our governmeiit a« 
bout eight months ago : a makdy then raged in oof 
capital^ which forced not only the citizens^ bi|it all 
the departments of the government, to fly into tbe in-- 
terior villages of the country. About t|te time tha 
plague ceased to rage, and p^mitted the return of 
the government, the winter shut up otir harbors with 
ice. We are also engaged In a war with France ; 
and all our extraordinary micans are turti^d into thi^ 
chaaad oi defence against' the depredations of that 
rapacious nation. Besides, wten the treaty was lidd 
before the government for ratification, it was found 
exceptionable. We are come forwar4 eii^owered to 
agree on the necessary alterations. When these shall 
beeffectuttted, the Government of the United States 
will cause every exertion to b(^made for the fulfilmemt 
of the obligation on their part.' — ^We pointed out tboi 
articles and amendmei^ ; and assured the Bey that, 
when these should be agreed to, we were authorizea 
as a proof of the good liiih of our government^ and 
of the sincerity of their desire to cultivate friendship, 
to stipulate for the payment of an equivalent incash'* 

^^ I am not a pauper,^' ssdd he ; ^^ I haye cash to 
spare. The storo^ are at this moipent more thim ev- 
er peculiarly necessary in consequence of the war 
with France. You have found no dil^culty in ful- 
filing your engagements with Algiers and Tripoli j 
and to the former, have very liberally made presents 
of frigates and <^her armed vessels.^' 

We tcid him these facts had been misrepresented 
to him. Our government had, indeed, i^reed to fur- 
nish to the Dey of Algiers, certain armed vessels for 
which he was to pay cai^ ; that we found no great 
difficulty in fulfiling 'this contract, because the ves-. 
sels carried with them their own defence ; and be- 
cause it had been several years in its accomplish- _ 
moft. We had therefore falfiled it, and received 
the stiiHilated consideration. We were as really t% 
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jtaents whieh could now be made^ it could be temkfT^ 
^ as li»eksible. 

^^ You nay inform me/^ vaid ike ftushinr^ ^^ thftt 
Ibe Dey of Algters paid you cw^ for ywr veaaid^. 
I am at liberty to beiiere otberwise.'^ Torning to 
M. Famin^ he said^ ^^ If the treaty vrere n^ ratiSeA 
by the gov^nment of the United Spates in its oii^- 
al foim^ why did you hoist their eolorB ?^ 

^^ I had orders fitam the ^f^emrnxnit to hoist 
them^'^ said M. Farntn. 

We assured the Bashaw that &o sack ordess had 
%een given by our eoyemment; nor woidd be rnaM 
4the ratification of the treaty. The exceptions to it 
were but few, and with these e!»eeptions^ mar gov- 
€mment would find no dittculty in ageing to it. B 
M. Fainin imagined that our goverhmeat wished to 
hoi^ the &g at all events, he mxat have mistaken 
the idea from the eommunication ofjome govern- 
$a«ntal Agents, and not immediately. We nahonM, 
%owever, when our aifaJ^ were accommodated, send 
4lr&ct dispslches to our government, wfietaL ithe ot^- 
^tronsof our agent here; would be acknowledgiMl 
and paid. 

<8aid the Bey, ^^ It cost you but UtHe to have your 
Sag hoisted. It will cost you less to have itlatkean 
^Sown :^ and insisted on the Regalia as a oonditifm 
of the preservation of the peace. 

We repeated the hazard of sending ent the stares. 
^th^ articles were contraband of war : if they shoitUl 
fall into the hands -of tJie French, they could on no 
i^rincipies be reclaimed. This would occasion to us 

¥»sitive loss ; i;o hhn delay and disappointment, 
his event was alBaost certain. The stoeigbts of tfae 
Mediterranean were covered wifli French and Span- 
ish war boats, and there was no way of passhsg them 
but by fighting through. To ^«vent, therefore, tfae 
disi^pointment which might, a.nd most probably 
Would be eventual, of sending out the stores uBpni- 
teeted, we proposed furnisbing an ^^utvaleat emk* 
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M^TgmminAhm aceeAsA to the a ltoatii* ne ils- 
»«iidcid in thft traaty. 

Aaidlie ^ 1 ibill ^ptfst am varmed veaial {kwi yon 
iptttaitoutly^ nfkff the faaaineaa it MbUed^^ as you 

Wa aj(w.wcse4 )>>m ha ipight nat expaet aiiy thins 
«f the kind ^ it trat utterly inf ossihlc. We had> 
bttftiness enough for our naval force^ in de&ndin^ 
our coKmeMft s^ninal the dewedatioiia. of our eom- 
Bum »amy ; wm it waa onJy to prevent saorifteing 
our property ia such a maimer as to strongthen tbehr 
hftad% aad to .conviiace him of the integrity el our 
gwammettl^ that we pi^iposfid aubi^tituting an arniaA 
vessel itt lieu of the atar^a* 

He obeerred tlmt the present opportunity was not 
fiftvonhie^to this auh|6€i^ and proposed postponing it* 
^aid he would send fot ua at a eonvement seaaon | 
Ibut enjoined upon us tamafce our eommunications di4 
reetly, or thrcmgh hia asiitiatera^ and not through the 
aatedium of a Jew. 

. This conversatioa waaiii presenee of Mr. Vamin^ 
and it was helieved on liua a^eount the Bey pitopoar 
ed matponingthe discusi^uuL 

We retiraa into the area of tlie ^laee and renudn* 
ad a few mumtes^wli^i tiie fii^itapa aaked several 
i^efitions of a eoanmereial nature^ and said the Bey 
would send for xm oa Monday* 

We returned to M. Fajnin^ Buring due inter- 
view we desired perasiasion hiMbke a H^mm j and 
was answered tibtat hinainesa of peater lasportaaao 
must ti»theaiwiiged^a£berwhi(m aeeominedationa , 
of this sort would be attended to ; besides thia waa 
the Ameikan bckise. 

March i%tJi^ JU/st ei^eiulig> Mr. Cathcart went off i 
to go Oil hmxAf hi^ wa^ ^taiaed all ni^. at t\^ j 
Kqwleite ; a^&e^pted thai hospltidiily of a reapectaU^ | 
intelligent old man^ who had formerly been a GoIom 1 
nel in the lyrmy 4i^ tlie Sfadtholder^ now an engj^ear | 
in the Bey^a mv^m^t with whom he tarried all ntghl^ j 
and from whom Jie obtained and noted in. his diary I 
9 ■' I 
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the foiiowiiig adriee. ^^ Trast no pmsoa wiiii ya»i( 
affairs. Be aware of Famin. He is an insidioui 
character^ despised by all the Consuls i: is consider- 
ed as a spy upon their actions ; is ^ujoposed to haVf^ 
coined pretexts for the government of Tunis to make 
demands upon the tributary nations ; and he U geun 
erally believed to receive brokerage for all the fish 
he brings to their net. 

The JBey is susceptible of flattery, and not abso^- 
lutely unchangeable in his resolutions.^' This em^ 
responded with the advice of the British GonsuL 

The plenipotentiary of Algiers, resident at Tu* 
nis, sent for us : we waited on him. After making 
us a tender of his friendship, he advised us to enter** 
tain no doubts of a favorable issue to our negociation; 
but to move with caution and perseverance : said the 
Barbary princes sometimes wore unmeaning frowns, 
and did not always execute their menaces. 

We informed him of the position our government 
had taken to rejiel and punish the aggressions, of 
France : told him the Bey of Tunis, since this posi- 
tion was taken, must adopt a policy to us wholly un- 
accountable, if, by rejecting our terms of accommo^ 
dation, he should oblige us to turn those arms against 
his cruisers which were now pointed pnly against 
his enemy. But if he preferred this measure it w^d 
at his option : we should not accede to any extraqr* 
dinary sacrifice to evAde it Situated as the United 
States are, they would not throw any property with- 
in his grasp on these seas unprot^ted. Whatever^ 
therefore, he should chance to capture would first be 
disputed. 

He seemed pleiased with our hostility with France « 
Said, patience and perseverance were only necessa- 
ry to the attainment of our object ; and ei^ged to 
see the Bey. He advised that Mr. Gathcart should 
remain with me till the business^ should be concluded^ 
on aebount of his speaking the language ; and, in 
terms of great apparent sincerity^ again made a ten- 
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der ^ifhiis personal friendship to me as agent for the 
United Btotes^ for whose government he expressed 
great respect : (so would a Cherokee Chief, for a 
Myttle of rum and a rifle.) 

Algiers exerts all her means to maintain a com- 
ttanding influence in the aflTairs of Tunis ; and hoM'- 
Chrer remctant the latter may be in yielding to this 
policy^ imperious circumstances compel it. Algiers 
Is the superior in arms and resource. Tbjs the sub- 
jects of the Bey well know, and are backward at 
contending with them. When there/ore the Dey 
embarks his national pride in the attainment of, any 
measure, he is sure to carry it with the Bey ; conse- 
quently the latter will not voluntarily disoblige him, 
when he is convinced of his sincerity. It is never- / 

theless dangerous for Christian nations to employ the 
mediation o^ Algiers in negociation with Tunis : for 
these two powers generally play so understandingly 
into each others hands, that when the former has 
fleeced his cliant of the fee, the management of the 
cause becomes a matter of indifference. 

Monday y iSth, Eleven, A. M. Went to the paU 
ace. After passing the usual ceremonies, taking 
coffee, and sitting a moment, the Bey desired to see 
the articles of the trea^ which wanted revision. 
We produced a note in English, containing the ar- 
ticles and the amendment aimed at : these Mr. Cath- 
cart rendered to him in Italian* He ordered his 
Secretary to give him the Turkish original. This 
he compared with the copy in French, which we 
had with us, and observed that he could see no rea- 
son why our government should r^ect, t>r wish to 
alter the 14th article, as it was perfectly i^iprocaL 

We told him it was not for want of a literal recip- 
rocity in the article that it was exceptionable : but 
the duty being flxed at three per cent, would very 
essentially emct our existing commercial treaties 
with other nations, with whom we were at peac^, 
and rednce us to the necessity^ expense and trouble^ 
cfnijmng all thme trea^. 
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Tiie^Bey amiwed that ht ifafi Mt temfficMig^ ^ 
fliB lucticte in ito preseitt shape : hft 'wm alilisftBd (h^ 
dal7 shmld he altelred 4o i^^ ten^ or an hundf^ 
per cent, provided it retained ife redprotdt^p-^ of that 
w««hauMdeiMiiid no partial privile;^. 

We proposed this sabstiiate^ ^ Tlie «MfiMWa ^ 
ibt chisceiifi aad infaahitaiite of tha Uaittil 84Me6 iHtt 
ths kiAgdc^ of TnniB, aad tlm rabjecte awi iahailiu 
ants of the kingdoin of Tusis with the TTuHoil 
StateB, ishali be •on the foorliag of the molgt fiiVdfed aa^ 
iioti fcftfae tnae being treiKpectavely.' 

The Bey said it itas inipOBdbie fiorhiA teafinft^ to 
th&g^ till he should be infbnned whftt duties Mrwt 
paid ia the United 8tlites : it was poi«ibla th^ imt- 
then might be very nnecjtial. The timiiss of the SMUt 
favored natima were ftsccd in his ports at <lir«e p«r 
eetit a£ vdorem^ and aecaidiiag (a a valdSitioii takan 
ai^l fixed bjr the priees imrrent of Feih. 7^ 1T9^ 
That many of those uitfelieg isnere myw aax liaadred 

Sir oeot dearer than at thait ptdod^ ioMl aoiiaeq««M(iy 
d not pay half per oent. Thisvras ape»ina»Mt 
esfaibtidhiaetit fixed by ti^aty wHh the Frenish^ at the 
above date^ aopdallowei tobe^onsideiredlia aMte 
for oiiiier nations. Bat the latitude wUdi tsut |«nk 
posed snbstifteite vironld adimt^ might expisse Ma sub* 
jfocts to ihe payment of any duty tiar ^goMmstteMit 
should think propor lb iisplKiie^ provided ^ moist fa- 
vored nations paid the sane. He preposed ftaiftg 
Hdb duty at ten {ler tent respectively ; allowing has 
irarbjeots to earry tlieir mercbatidiee ahier any '<a)la0s 
whatever* 

We told him the propoavtion was iaadndasiUa^ 



aad were proceeding to give reasotia^ when tie '^ 
posed to dismiss fni^er mscussion^ihis aitiefe till 
iiMnorrow. 

We tiien ititrodaeed the first «lalase'of the ame^- 
meat to the leth article. He said he had fio cdbfoe- 
tion to it ; battbe oidgifisl was isfore fairaniMe towa 
than the amendment; and die explaifnred it ta bear 
exactly the construction wjiieh ttia SeKM^tary of 9m 
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V^SM »t>to» hMgJMd H aight meftn, <' Thai the 
aflo0fli Ml die. q^ dMiiil4 furnish such proteetimi 
%;Mmi* oUisi&g tkd ftLT&eM to seek it at a distance." 
Jt adttitted tfaia raMrt to his ^vernoKi in the first in- 
flMaee^ without a^pttcatioii to subotdinate aniliori- 
'tfes^ nftti cnjokifd vpwk them the doty of ftimiahing 
ihie proteetion $ leaving an apf^l to himself in all 
CAMS WheM cMiplete support and adequate justice 
"W^ofe notvimdered by those facers. 
^ "We passed ftom ttis elause to the eeeond of the 
anendttent to &e same article. 

The Bey said this article also was miftconetraed^ 
^ badly traoalated from the original. It had refer- 
tJiee only to eases of emergeney^ where he, (the Bey- 
lique>) bad oecasioa to tond vessels to the Levant 
<ir other ports in the Mediterranean ; but did not 
iMin to exte.nd to vessels of war nor of the goven- 
mmit. 

We told him Ads was a concession, even with this 
^KplaMtion^ V'hidi the United States yielded to no 
nation on ea4h* It was without reciprocity ; it 
might work an esaential injury to Mrmerchants, by 
taming thMi out of tiateir course ; and it would also 
ftudaee ii^ary to the eomtnereial interests of his sub- 
jecte, becaase it would opetato as a piDhibition a^ 
gainst oar vessela<m|ering his ports. 

fie said the Danes^ Swedes^ Dutch, tSpaniards/ 
and all othi^ nations, with wliom he was at peace,, 
cimeeded to the same article, and it eould tiot be dis- 
"ponsed with in this tievty. 

We propoMd to modify it as follows, ^ If in ca^ie 

4d£ mmffsofff the ^go«vernment of Tanis 'should have 

jieeidicrf aai American -ressel to ftcilitate dispatchcB to 

4my pert in the Medifteiranean, suchvceoel, being 

withuthe RegQacy, and not a vessel of war, nor ben 

. tfenging to the^gQ|f>erttne]d; of the United States, may 

. ibe compellod to perform aach service, on teceiving a 

payment sufficient to indemnify Ae owners and ^^ 

ers o onee mPBd fear «ucli aerviee and de^a^on.^ To 
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Urn be agreed -. titen revired the sidbftet ttf tile detey^ 
of our govemmwt in mA forwafdi^ the Regdia. 

We repeated tahim tke r8ai80ii» before irfated ; 
explained to him the imm of the govemment €i tba 
United States ; told him the Senate^ who w»e a djm^ 
tinguished body of patriots elected from every Btate 
in the Union^ to counsel the chief magistrate in af* 
fairs of this magnitude^ had not consented to the rati- 
iicati(m of the treaty : they had resolved not to ratify * 
it till it should be nM>difled on just and honoral)le 
terms. The compact was not complete ; the gov- 
ernment therefMre^ were ndth^ obli^ nor authoriz- 
ed to forward the Regalia ; and^ to deal very cimd- 
idly on this subject, no provisions wmild be made 
for this purpose till the treaty should be amended 
and ratified : when <Ms shoidd take place tte gov« 
ernment wrald prvwptly luid punctuaQy f uUS meir 
engagements. 

The Bey paused a mmneirt and said^ ^^ Tomor- 
row ! You have stayed^till my dinn^ is gettingxold. 
Go ; and come tomorrow at ^even o'clock.'' 

Tue^iugy i^hy £leven, A. M. at the palace. ^ 

The Bey reverted again to the ISth article, tod at 
our request, ordered his sMretaty to enter the ex- 
planation he had given t<» tiie first clause <rf the a- 
mendment in ihe ^ginal. TjMving to the second^ 
aft^ going over the ground ef yesteraay, he aAeted 
not to have intended |t should be altered agreeably 
to our translation of his meaning. It must not be 
limited to couriers only in cases of emergency, but 
extend to the fwght of a vessel wheate he should 
have occasion to send or take a cargo to or from aiay 
port in the Mediterranean ; but it should extend to 
merchantmen only. He ordered his Secretary to in- 
sert, by interlineation^ this alt^ntiop in the original ; 
observing at the same time thai occurrences of tiiis 
kind very seldom ha^^ned, and probably never 
would to the Americans. 

We said this alteration of his was immaterial : it 
was not as we understood him yesterday. If it 
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idrndi b0 eonflMd to eoumt^r miy ta eajies of emer- 
gefiey^ for the immedkle service of ttie goveinment^ 
H w$» ffmSble oor govemmefit m^t eoMent to it ; 
bpt as U now stood^ ihey would snrely reject it. 
But if they should agre6 to it, the result would be 
IkBLt our te^rehaatmeu would not enter Ms ports. 

" WelP' said he, '^ I can do without them : Aey 
seek thdur own profit mA not mine ivconding here. 
I get the ^Ail sum of ^ree per cent, by an old tai*- 
if, which hiurdly amounts to one ; whereas, they 
make great proSti^ to themselves. But, if your gov- 
ernment does not like it as it now stands, they may 
reject it or send it back : it is now on a footing with 
the Fr^ach, Bimes, Swedes, Ducth, in short, with 
all nat»>ns at peace with us.^^ Without further ob- 
servation he retmrned to the 14th article ; repeated 
ike observations of yestei*day ; insisted On ftdng the 
.duty ; but would agree itshoidd be reciprocal. 

We de^ared to him it was hUposisrible forms to 
d^na the exact dnfy : the power of laying duties on 
imports was vested in the representatives of the 
whole nation^ in congrei^ assembled. We could on- 
ly a^e to the substituted article. T%is aeeorded 
to lam the same privileges whidi are ^ven to our 
best friends ; leaving him at liberty at the same 
&m to imfiose siiuhligies cm goods belonging to 
our oti^ens as Ite sho^ tfamk equitable ai^ It to 
impose on thoise of the nafions idost favored. Our 
commercial treaty with the powerful nation of Eng- 
land was on the same principle. France, before the 
annidling of our treaty, smd all otheif«ii^tions with 
whom we were at peace, were exactly on this foot- 
ing with ns. His interest would probably never be 
effected by the article, and we could see no reason 
why he should so str^mously oppose a measure 
which would serve a. friend and work no injury to 
hmself. In short the article must be altered or the 
n^gociation was at an end ; and he might abandon 
the ^cpectii.tioii of the Begalia. He laid down the 
treaty 5 made us no reply ; but, turning to his mtnis-^ 
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tarniiig to tke ekv^jitb^ artiele^ he ul»d if tliere wiem 
any other article to be altered be^ndea thafle> Ai^ 
swer^ niK ^ What ali^patma do yon wa«l la this ?^^ 
^ Strike out the btyrel of poiwder for each gna^ aiNt 
* reduce the vamher ta ftfleMi.' He mmiqrfetiljy re-^ 
ftisedi Said he woidd ineert aa attesatioa ia the 
Tarkishorigiaal^ and reader the ietfliaQC the artii^yi 
reoiproeal^byittpQWigtheeave daty en ToaiaiaQ 
▼easels in Aniericaa pwts^ Weield Mm the transln^ 
tionhad it so. ^^ But the mpsal has aot^'' eaidha ; 
and^ ordering his Seeretaiy to maba the iMpditiMi^ 
asked if we agreed to it aoWi. We told hinW did 
n^ ; itdid not alter oar undemtattding of it : ihoiigb 
the t^rms had a nominal reeiproeityy they were oth4f «* 
wise in effect ; becanae there waa no pr(4mbiUty that 
his sUpsof war irauld frefaent our porta %- whereea 
the very conditions of oar peace with hi» t^gi^ na 
to send oar amed vesaBls into Us. The i^tkle c^n^ 
sidered in relation to the expeaee waa a tr^e ; bftt 
as it was nnpreeedented in any of his treaties w^ 
oiher nations, it would be hnmiliating in ua te agree 
to it, and not very honorable in him to deqiMdii} 
we trofited therefcte^ he woi^ not iiuiiit on^ t^, 
singalar a dema«id for so trifling a coaaidWEitioii. 
^ Btewever tatifltng,'^ said he^^it may affoar to yoa, 
to ae k is imptirtaiii;. f!ifteen bwre^ of |^w4f^ 
will famish a eraiip^ whfoh may capture a pr^ and 
Diet me one hundred thousand doUaira.^^ 

We told him the ccmeession was 90 degraduiK 
that our natiaii wtwld net ;^ield to it : both jii^ee eii 
honor forbade ; and we md n^ doubt hut the wi^ld 
would view the dmand as they would the eonoea^ 



^ You conwlt your honor/' said he, ^ I niy inter** 
est ; but if yoa wisik to save your hww in tl^s iu^ 
stance^ give me i% barrels of powder a«nuaNy^ eil4 
Z will' agree to the alteration.^' We rspUed^ thoit wo 
ahoidd not expend a thought upon a piBOp^^tim 
which aimed at making na tdhi^ry. W^e wei^ a^ 
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fi^ to ^y ktiix ibrthe powder lie bonied in the sa- 
inted Hetufciied to the Bajp^pa^ ftnd said, in Turk« 
mH $ '^ These people am Cheribeeoas ; they are sd 
tefd there is no deoliBgwitb them.'MCAartfteeuM 
iM fiieiefaflata from the eoHflnee of Fersia.) 
\i Mti CSathcavt translated this to me so loud that 
the :aa|Htlvpa heard him^ and^ grasping his hand^ . 
tepeatedHie same ia Itslian. 
'- w« observed to hkn ttiat Mre haA made great sac* 
rlftees to oMam a peaee^ wMeh was likely to product 
i^ortkitvg. He mid it wae* etistomary for friends to 
aeeprnpany their pwfessions with good ofllces^ to 
demonslrate their. aoneerity. We answered, gennine 
^iendship is gemrally reeiprocal in tb^se offices. 
Bttt friendship is, in business of this nature, pretty 
much out of the question. If we were to talk of eq^^ 
m%, it Wot^d be ptetty dtffieult for him to justify his 
diaimsiipoa as : we haye never done him any inju- 
ry, ma receded a favor from him ; and though we 
buve been U«sated as enemies, we have never iMsen at 
W9k with Urn. '' You will be pleased to consider, 
^ atso, tlmt« you have never been at peace ; and if it 
Were no favor to have a free navigation into the 
Mediterranean/why do you ask it V] said the Bash- 

\ We preiposed ta^fei^p^mge the eleventh article al- 
t^B&er. He i^eedeiL '' Or'^ said he " Til agree 
that ydu shall not be saluted except you demand it ; 
and of course you will not be obliged to pay for a sa- 
lute : it is no object with me to be firing away my am- 
munition to salute strangers ; but if you demand it you 
must pay for it." He got up and left the gulf with- 
out eerenkoisy. &oing out, he was asked if he had 
determined on any thing respecting the 14th article. 
*^ ni think of it," said he ; '^ there are other people to' 
be tonsultedi You, will call the day after tompr- 
pew." 

The ^pitapa, who remained, tobk Mr. Cathcart 
hy the arm and whispe^d him. ^' If you would a- 
^e to make the Bey a private present^ it might in^ 
1© 
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doee hitn to alter the 14th arliclii ; but the artielf 
relative to the powder must stand." Mr. Cathcart, 
asl^d my opiaion on the propriety of agreeing to the 
proposal. I desired him to answer the Sapitapa^ that 
m ease of a favorable issue to the negociation^ it ima 
probable a gratuity of this nature might be expected^ 
but no stipulation of the kind would be entered into« 
' He did so. The minister seemed disappointed : said 
nothings We told him the government of the Unit- 
ed States had been taught to entertain a vei^ respect-^ 
able opinion of the abilities aixd integrity of the Bey 
of Tunis : and wef hoped to have an opportunity to 
eonflirm this opinion r intimated to him that we wefee 
assured Aia^fluenee would do much with the Bey.; 
and gave him to understand that his friendly ofBees.. 
would not be forgotten. 

He said the Bey was very little under the influx 
ence of any man ; all his business of importance h». . 
transacted himself ; but, as the Americans had never 
been an active enemy^ he had always been disposed 
to render tljem every assistance in his powtT ; he be-^ 
lieved hjB had done much for them, and was 4Btill dig* , 
posed to use the little InftueaQe he had in their favor f 
(^and lied. J Left the palace, a o'clock, P. M. 

Thursdaj/y 2i8ty eleven, A. M. waited at the pal-' 
ace an hout. The Bey engi^g^d with letters irom 
the east. Bid us eom6 tomorrow at half past ei^ii; 
in the morning. It was proposed to me to wait on 
the Sapitapa. Supposing the maneuvre planned ta 
give him an opportunity to demand money, I refused 
to see him. tV[e returned to the city. 

Friday f 28rf, 10, \. M. at the palace. The Bey, 
after some introductory conversation, asked what 
was our determinations relative to his proposed alter* 
ations in the treaty ? We told him we had afa-eady 
given him our determination, and now waited his an- 
swer, in order to dispatch the brigantine. He intro* 
duced the 14th article ; said, again, if we would fix 
the duty at fen, twenty ^ or an hundred per cent, adva-* 
loreiUy reciprocally, he would have »o objection Iq 
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the alfeFfliion : or if he were informed what doties 
were paid by other nations in our ports^ he should be a- 
hie to drtermine whether it would or not be consistent 
with the interest of his subjects to admit of our terms. 
'We answered that the duties in America were 
flsetuating : soraoe articles of importation paid more^ 
seme less ; but to talk any more upon this subject 
was an unavailins consumption of time : we of- 
fered to put the Tunissians on the footing of the 
most favored nations for the time being, and only 
asked the same in return. The terms he insisted on 
could not be very interesting to him ; it was possible 
the Tunissian merchants will never send goods to 
America, and probable iheir vessels would never go 
I there ; it could not therefore effect his subjects.. 

"True/' said he, ^^ my subjects hav« never yet 
been* to America ; but why do you hence conclude they 
»ever will P' Because they have no intercourse with 
I ms^ their interest does not appear to promote it, and, 
f- if it did, they do not know the way. ^^ Hitherto/' 
I . said-^he, " they have not known the way ; but man- 
kind are n'^w becoming more enlightened and more 
I eBterprizing, and I hope ere long to have many vesr 
sels go there/' 

TWs wer believed was not probable; but, if It 
were, it would not alter ihe case ; no reason had 
been advanced, why the Tunii^i^ans should be ad- 
mitted to privileges not granted to other nations, e- 
Ten the most favored ; the idea might at once be a- 
bandoned ; it could not be admitted, if war should 
be the consequence ; we were prepared for this e- 
vent ; and although it would place both hitn and m 
in an awkward situation, to be destroying each oth- 
er at the same time that our arms should be united a- 
galnsta common enemy, this, nevertheless, would be 
prf^fiferable to the concessions he demanded. Bat 
because mankind are placed on different parts of the 
globe, in such a manner as to produce contrasting in- 
terests, they should not, on every trifling occasion, 
make this destrueti^ appeal : they should rather, 
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like members of the same great fimily^ study u gMr 
cral good^ even at the expense of individual interest, 
^' True/' said he, " but this Mdll never bette tKsm, 
so long as there are great smd sinall among men. - I 
have, however, no intention of a war with the United 
/States 5 if so I should hot have perlnilted their col- 
ors tp be hoisted, although I might have found oeea- 
sion in the failure of your government to forward the 
fegaKa,'* 

We asked him if any inducement would prevail on 
him to make the alterations w^e demanded in <be 
treaty, He answered, ^' No : I will agree' to any 
thing you please, which shall be reciprocal ; but I 
tell you as you have told me, you may as w^cU abttn* 
don your terms/' He then proposed the following 
substitute in substance. ' ' 

" The citizens and inhabitants of the United 
States of America, shall have liberty to enter all the 
ports of the kingdom of Tunis, and freely trade, em 
paying a duty which shall countervail the duty paid 
by Tunissian Aierchants, in the ports of the Unkied 
States, allowing nine months for obtaining the piMp* 
er iiiFormation ; mean time, the Americans shall pay 
three per cent only, in the Tunissian ports.' In Kk« 
manner, the subjects atid inhabitants of the kingdom 
pf Tunis shall have free commeiee in all the ports of 
tbe United States, <topaying the duty usually paid 
by the most favored nation.'^ 

'^ Send this,^^ said he. " to your government ; if 
they do not like it, they nmy send it back.'^ 

We returned to the eleventh article, went over the 
ground of yesterday ; insisted on a mutual salute, 
we paying the expense of the salute in his portsr, he 
in ours : rejected. We told him, if he calculated oa 
making a speculation by this article, he was in an 
prror ; he would not cet a cartridge by it in an hutt- 
dred years : no AmencaU Consul will ever deauund 
ft salute. Yet we were unwilling to dispense witii 
this friendly compliment, if it could be exchanged 
pn friendly terms. Pave vpu^ ive interrogated^ aii 
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iiticiB 13ie ^oiMf in msj existiiig treaty, wUk nhj oa* 

Ikm w earth ? Wky dioald you wish to impose on iii 

ihk hunaUa^ng^iserinunation ? Have we been mora 

> tortile to ycmr interests^ or less faithfiil to oar en- 

^'figepnents ? HaTe we mit ai; great expense ainied at 

i^friendly intercourse with yoa ; and haTO yon mi^ 

^ iUM3^>thig our presents, seduced us to believe yon 

jrejre candidly disposed' to treai with us on friendly 

and hMiorable terms ? 

^^ As to eidftting treaties^ ^^ said he, ^^ they were 
/made by my predecessors, who were taore allured 
l»y It gold watch or a diamond rins, than by maga- 
sines ef amo^nition and arsenals. I am not sf 
Bmek enanpored with toys. / am now nndcing % 
treaty for my9^. Ammunition I must have. Ton 
make powder, and can, without much inconvenience, 
iindce this small compliment to my necessities. ^Mr 
g(mA faith J. do not doubt ; but your presents haw 
been triiiog.'' 

We Answered, ^ we makepowder ; but not enou^ 
fSor onr own consiunption. We import from E^r9p<) 
ttwch BMM^ than we manufaetttre ; and what vm 
wtke^ comes as dear to ns as tvhat we imp<M*t, be- 
eiMise we import the ingredients ; saltpetre ft*om the 
PMi distani^e of the East Indies, and sulphur firOfli 
Saxony/ 

He remained inflexllil^. The article was agree^ 
upon as follows. 

^^ When a vessel of war of one of the parties shall 
enter a port of the other, and demand to be saint- 
ed^ there shall be paid one barrel of mwd^t for each 
gun demanded for the salute : but ifthe demand be| 
not made by the Consul mi the part of the Udftedi 
States, or by the Commandant of the vessel on the 
part of the kingdom of Tunis, no salute shall be giv- 
en, nor payment deman^d for the salute.^^ 

. We again proposed to send forward a cruiser i^ 
lieu of the stores stipulated. He said one enliset 
wonl|l not be enou^. ^ I have a head,^ said he^ 
^^ you cannot over reach me/^ We are well con- 
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Yinced of that. ^^ Bat/' eontiiuied he^ '^ if yoft act 
politically^ you will make me a complimeat ^a 
enuser in addition to the stipulated regalia.^' We- 
told him We should think of being generoos^.aCler we< 
found the ability of being just. We should hcHS^ttjr ; 
give him whatever we agreed to give. ^^ I do not 
suppose/^ said he, ^^ you will study to cheat me ;- 
this is a characteristic of low life ; but I find ymk 
closely attached to your interest : so we all are.'' , 

We retired to the Sapitapa's apartment, where the . 
alterations were inserted in the original. 

The Sapitapa took this opportunity to denumd a 
present for the Bey. Said, he himself, and all the * 
great men had received the customary presents om 
raising the flag : but the Bey had received nothingr: 
it was a custom of all other nations. We told hkn 
we perfectly recollected hearing the Bey himself «ny ^ 
but a few days since, that he was not a pauper ; but 
had money to spare. It was very remarkable that 
he should so soon become a beggar : but, if he found 
any thing in the treaty which imposed the obligation, 
we were ready to pay it As to the custom of aU 
other nations, we chose to be singular in this n^ 
stance : we were sorry, however, the Bey had so 
noon forgotten he had but a short time since received 
fifty thousand dollars, a pres^^ from the. United 
states. ^^ Fifty thousand dollars/' «^d he, ^^ isnoth* 
iHg. The Spaniards gave one hundred thousand fer 
the peace ; and very valuable presents on hoisting 
the flag." 

The Spaniards have mines of gold and silver r 
they dig them in mass from the bosom of the earth : 
ive get our cash in halfpence, by laboring on itsrar* 
face. • 

^^ You are however," said he, ^^ a strong and en*- 
torprizing people, in the neighborhood of the Span* 
ish mines : these will most probably shortly faU into 
your hands." 

When this happens, we will make the Bey apr^^ 
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^Bot/' eontmued he^ ^^ it was not fear which ia^' 
(Skeed ihe Spaniards 1o make these presents : they 
hid fleets at sea^ to protect their commerce : it was a 
manly expression of friendship." We told him, otf 
the other hand, the Spaniards had an extensive coast; 
exposed to the ravages of the Tunissian Corsairs } ^ 
and were constantly under apprehensicms of having 
their defenceless women and children taken into 
captivity, and enslaved : this induced their inwudy 
ecFpTBtmon of friendship. We had no fears of this 
kind. Our coast was not only far off, hut defended 
by freemen. Every man had arms in his hands al- 
ways prepared for defence ; and if an assault should 
be made upon them, the assailants would find more 
baycmets than booty. 

. Tie Sapitapa appeared irritated : got up and 
went into the Bey's chamber : returned and insisted - 
<^ the present. We refused : but said we would 
consult our government. 

'Monday was proposed to come -for the treaty. 
We left him to recover his temper. 

JUonday^ 25thf eleven, A. M. at the palace. De- 
livered the Consular presents. The jBey engaged 
with his Oenerals : desired to call tomorrow. 

Tuesday^ 9Sth March, eleven, A. M. at the palace. 
The treaty as amended, was delivered us by the 
Bey, in Turkish. 

We retired into the Sapitapa's room. He renew- 
ed the demand of a present for the Bey : repeated 
that it was the custom of all nations, and made fre^ 
quent reference to the Spaniards. 

We toM him the Bey had not admitted us to the 
privileges of all Cither nations ; he ought not there- 
fore, to expect the same usages from us. He had 
refaded ns a salute^ except on terms t epu^'iiaiit both 
to oor honor and our mterest. He had extorted 
from us the concession of suffering our merehantmen 
to be pressed into his service. And he has exacted 
threefold the duty in his ports, which he had received 
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Arom Bxij other iiation. He had therefore T^sispretejcl 
ip claim of ufl the same Considerations. At an;^ ral^ 
we., should make no stipulation of this hind. Tfa^ 
Bogociation was closed. This was entering upon ^ 
new negoeiatiov which neiflier our instructions wit 
inclination led us to enter upon. 

Mr. Famin said he had intimated the thing .to Mr» 
Barlow^ who had instructed him to make iht 
^eeessary. provision to meet this, demand. Dottlifc» 
ed. He said he had the letteh We told hfasi Irii 
bod . mentioned this circumstance in the palace^ 
Saturday, and promised to produce the. documeQti 
Two days had elapsed hot he had omitted it. We 
betieTcd nothing of tliis was ever intimated to onih 
government: aqd we were well persuaded 'tha^ 
w«ald not yield to it. ^^,Then/' said the Sapifapa, 
^ yon may write your government that yo* have/ a 
inee but not a peace with Tunis. . We told hittf^ 
if peace depended on admitting these cliuitis, Wb 
were ready to inake the communication he dictated^ 
fie blustered: threw downliis papers in an Afibet^d 
ra^e : used menace : come again to the subj^t, and 
produced a note, containing an invoice off the articles 
given by Spain. We refused to see it« He urged 
it upon us. We said the Bej had ho longn ago 
than yesterday, received a 'pdNssent; He said that 
was a c(?i29u/ar present, and had no relation to -the 
usages of raising the Sag. Asked if we wanted a 
long peace. Said^ if we did, it must be on liberal 
tcarms. We answered, that we expected the peace 
would continue as long as it would be found^ eonriw^ 
lent : the same, whether we paid more or less< He 
blustered again, and again menaced us with war, in 
tose the demand was not complied with^ We tocric 
the note, told him we would forward it to our goT- 
eniment, but assured him they would pay no * atten- 
tion to it. 

In this affair, M. Famin has betrayed his r^t 
character; He is manifestly in the interest of tile 
^urt, and prepared to countenance all their projects 
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ibtfimAet t but tldBaiBy Arise as mach from a spirit 
of aependenee as selfishness. 

Weineniayi. S!T'th. Received the following note 
^ from tihe fiecrjBtary of State^ dictated by the Sapi* 

. .^^ I write .^9 ^u in the name of Sidi Joseph^ so 
£|T'ai8 celates to mj subject Sidi Joseph says it is 
&e uaemee of this r^ency^ when the articles are 
(diAiiged^ to gike the customary usances to the Secre- 
tary and to the Sapitapa : and also^ if it is Written 
Irat anhmdred tiines^ it is necessary to give ihe 
«a%ne v»anoe ^ at the first time. 

* I have the honor^ Sfc. 

; f Signed. J M. STlM!d.'' 

* IhUei aJt the palace^ fiyth March. 

, iFridayy^th<March. Wrote the Sapitapa as fol- 
lows. ^ Day before yesterday I received a note 
firom the Becpatary, Mr. Stinca/informing me that so 
, often 4IS a treaty is written out or altered, the cus- 
totiiaiy presents are given jto the keeper of the seal 
.'ilild the Seoreiaiy. It would be agreeable to me to 
W informed wbat these presents are« I hope it will 
be .considered that the treaty, till liow, could never 
. il|»e considered complete ; and that the presents a1- 
rda^y given have bM& in anticipation of this event. 
This being the case, the demand for presents does 
not bear with it that appearance of x>ropriety, as it 
would in 4^e there had been a rupture between the 
jparties, and thetreaty renewed. I am, at ptesent, up- 
pFepaied tormeet ademand of this nature : but if I 
And ithe custom established and formed in equity, 
provision shall be made for it« Candor and duty, 
4emand of me however, to declare, that I can in no 
4!^se of this, kind, resort to the Spanish nation for 
^fieoedent to :goVem my conduct : If .the United 
States should emerge from their present distressed 
«itaati6n, they; may perhaps become enabled to ^dopt 
ike paages of the Danish and Swedish nations. 

Jaw, ^e.^ 

a 
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April ist. The following is an extract frami tBtr 
answer of the Secretary, dated April 1st; 

^^ Sidi Joseph says that your treaty has been al- 
ready ratified in the manner of all other nations who 
are our friends. Since you altered and retrenched 
some of the articles, and the treaty is changed^ he re- 
quires of you his u^anc^,. and that el the Secretary^K 
as all other nations have given. Sidi Joseph isays 
he is much surprized at the import of your letter of 
S9th ult. ^^ That you could not regulate your con- 
duct by the example of the Spanish nation ; and if it 
were convenient to the situation of the United States 
you probably would regulate yourself by the usages 
of the Banish and Swedish nations/' While thii 
was received, the Bey had ridden outr Sidi Joseph' 
immediately mounted, went to our Lord the Bey, anj 
told him what you had writtenv The Bey told him' 
to' write to you that he wanM have his present ac* 
eordiikg to the note which you, gentlemen, copied in 
the presence of Sidi Joseph : and more, that his 
Excellency would have it a little better than what 
was contained in the note you, gentlemen, took,. 
His Excellency the Bey likewise said, if you were 
not contented with the proposals he made to you t# 
commdnicate to your couirt, yon might arrest the brig^ . 
call at the palace and speak wRh his Excellency the 
Bey, and he will give you more precise terms to, 
communicate to your government. 

rSiffnedJ STLNVA:' 

I returned the following note to the Sapitapa. ^ I 
have received your letter of this morning. Tomer- , 
row at ten in the morning I will have the pleasure to 
wait on his Excellency the Bey.^ 

This morning, Mr. Catbcart embarked for Tripo- 
li, in the Sophia. 

Tuesday f %d, Six^ A. M. The brig sailed with a 
fair wind. 

At ten I waited on the Bey with additional pres^- . 
ents ; among them six pieces of cloth of dijBTerent col- 
ors, which were divided between him and the Sapi- 
tapa. To these he affected perfect indifference. 
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JUked in an air of importance why the brig ha4 
Sidled^ contrary to the order contained in his note of 
yffsterday. I told him the affairs of my nation re- 
quired it. lie showed disgust at the import .of my 
note of the S9th ult I told him 4mr engagements 
must be dictated by our abilities to fulfil them : hoped 
Be . would consider that America is distressed by 
War : that the articles hie demanded^ were to be pro- 
(^kred from the countries only, with whom the war 
Icorlbade an intercourse ; and it was therefore impos- 
sible to accede to his demand. He said he would 
have the present demanded. I told him our govern- 
|ient must be consulted* ^ If you will not agree to 
JL'^ said he, ^^ you may go home and consider void 
all which has hitherto been done.'' Tt answered, if 
diere was no othw alternative, I would go. " Very 
^eH,'' said he, " I give you ten days to consider on 
the subject ; and, if you continue m this present res^ 
olution, you may embark in the teig, on her return 
from Tripoli, and go home.'^ Very well ! He arose 
from his Sofa in a rage ; and left the, chamber 
without ceremony. The Sapitapfl remained. ^^ Are 
not th<ese articles manufactured m America ?^' ^ No, 
we have neither the materials nor the manufacturer^ 
in America.' He appeared surprised. ^^ Is not A- 
merica an old country ? ^ No ; it is not yet two 
hundred years since ihe -first effectual settlements 
were made in the Umted States.' ^^ But the Bey 
n(iust have his present : it is in(fi»pensable/' ^ If the 
Bey be sincere in his pacific expressions, he will not 
at this period insist on a present which it is impossi. 
We to procure, and leave no alternative but war.' I 
hoped he w«uld use his friendly infiuence to direct 
the Bey from his partinacity. He made nfl ^nsweK 
I left him without ceremony : but ordered my inter- 
preter to leave with hiiti a douceur which I had ptt)- 
vided for the purpose. On leaving 'the court, a 
number of applications were made for money for pet- 
it officers and principal slaves of the palace, which 
were said to be usages of aU other nations, on a new 
Consul's being received. 
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' AmoD^ othei* questionst of the Sapttapa ufrelftvaal 
to this subject^ one w&s^ what faith the JtmerieUnB: 
held. I told him we helieyed in Ood^ Alnogbtjr^ th% 
reward of justice^ and the punishmeiit of Fnmd-; 
*^ I thought/' 9tdA he, ^* you were not very supersti- 
tious Christians V^ The Tunissians hay^ a ttm^ 
temptible opinion of Christians : and well tfc^y imy:z 
for those of them with whom tliey have had mwi 
acquaintanee, have lapsed from the dignity of Ohrii^ 
tianity, to unmeaning ceremony, and shameful effem- 
inacy, 

WednesdaifySd. Waited on Mustaplia CoggeH^ 
the Prime Minister, an old man who had beem Teij 
influential, but had lost his teeth. Made him an ad- 
ditional present of two pieces of cloth. He express* 
ed a sense of obligation, and very modestly told my 
interpreter that, if Ae were not ashamed tod6ityW 
would give me hack the fresent. 

The Sapitapa sent for me, and renewed, in his a-» 
partment, Ihie subject of the Bey's present : but ap- 
peared in better temper than yesterday : the media-, 
tor, left with him, had, perhaps, softened hi* obd^ti- 
racy. He reminded me however, that, during ilie 
discussion of the articles of the treaty, I had intilnat* 
ed to him, that the Bey might expect something very 
handsome, in case he admitted the alteration ; that^ 
having obtained my obf ect, it seemed I had forgotten 
the obligation, oi* was disposed to evade it. I' an^ 
gwered him I should evade no obligation, fairly 
contracted : thought the Bey had mistaken the nil 
purport of my letter, or I had not communicated my 
ioieaning intelligibly. It went only to assure InU 
that the United States will not adopt the example of 
the Spaniards ; and for a very good reason ; they 
had not the ability. Why should we promise roga* 
lia which our country did not produce r It were bet* 
ter to deal thus plainly M^th him, than to flatter ftiin 
to expect jewels which might never be in our power 
to procure. It was true, as I told him yesterd»y, we 
had neither gold nor diamonds in America, 90t* any^ 
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liedj irho ImoAs 1mm to wwk tte*. ¥. Wliai, nm 
ymr^ Mid he, ^^ & parcel of couatrynieii, shepherda 
iMbd ]»0tie8 ?^' ^ Very nsaeh: ao.^ " But you huild 
^ps V ' Yes/ ^< Of wM tmbpr ?^^ ♦ The b^.' 
^ And haadaome ??^ ' YesJ " Well, suppose yoa 
i|(;roe to miike tiie Bejra ptesent of a small, haad*^ 
•pA«^ eFf&er ?'' ^ The Bey haa gtv^i me ten daya to 
4B099idbr oa hia first propoaal. In this time I isri^ 
wniidei: thki proposal. Anl glad however, you i^re 
disposed at length to mpdify . the demand. Whea 
the hiig returns, I will wait on the Bey with an an- 
«fer/ -^^ And V^ swd he, ^ mean time, will en- 

<4eay«v to £a^|^to tbo rxmsm^y 
> It is hard to negociato where the terms are wholly 
expiurie; The Burbary courts are indulged in the 
liabita of dietajtitig their own terms of ne^oeiation. 
£v^ft Uie Engjidi, as the Consul himself informed 
]jdie, on his arrival and reeration here, had furnished 
him a present in cash and otiier articles valued ia 
Snglan^ at aeventmn thousand pounds sterling 
Biit Tunis trembleiB at^Jie voice 4^ England. This 
thfin must be % political intrigue of England to em- 
barrass Ihe oti^er m^eantile Christian nations ; and 
ii hM»\ the effeet. To the United States, they be. 
lieve they can dictate terms. Why should they not ?> 

, Or why should thegN believe it will ever be other- 
Wi^ ? They have seen nothkig in America to con- 
trovert this opinion. And aU our talk of resistance 
and reprisal, they view as thf^ swaggering of a brag- 
adoeio. They are at present seriously concerned, 
through fear that the English and Americans are i^ 
^enfidve and defensive alliance. TRie report is cur- 
reilt, and I have taken occasion to cherisn it by be- 
ii^ seen frequently with the British Consul, dining 
With him, and holding secret intercourse. But what- 
mei stetngem may be used to aid our measures, it k 

' certain, that there is no access to the permanent 
friendship of these states, without paving the way 
mihgold w cannon balls ; and the proper question 
is, wMeh HMe^tiiod h pr^erable^ So lon^ as lihey; 
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liold their own terms/iH) esiimte Mnbeiiiade'of 
the expense of mamtuning a peace. They are on- 
der no restraints of honor nor honesty; There is net 
a scoundrel among them, from the prince to the md-^- 
lateer, who ^*will not beg and steal. Tet^ when F 
prc^posed to the Sapitapa to day to substitute mon^- 
im lieu ottkepr^emty he said the Bey had toe high w 
sense of horior to receive a bribe .-he would receive 
a pres^it ; but it would affront hiih to offer him> 
money, 

Saturdagf Mi. The prime minister^ Mustapha 
Goggea, retimied his present to me with a message- 
that he was not accastomed to receiving presents in- 
ferior in value to the Sapitapa, who was inferior to 
him in rank, being second minister: He believed I- 
had been misled by the advice of the Jews in the 
distribution I had nuide of my presents, if he could 
not have^an equivalent to tfa» Sapilapa, he would 
havanotUng. The messengersaid the prime minis- 
ter was. very assry ; but intiwrfed tiiat the present, 
with some small Jidditions, nngfat go down and re* 
move, his bile. When L was with Mm on Wednes- ' 
day, be ^d not discover any discmitent H^ 
probably did not then know what the Sapitapa had 
received. 

SuniaVf T^k A demand canne from the Admiral 
fora gold headed cane, a gold watch and chain, and 
twelve pieces ofclotibL.-the nsarice <m a new Con- 
sul's bemg received^ Laid on the table. 

A demand came from the Aga of the Goulette for 
his usanee on the occasion of the first vessel of war 
coming to anchor in the bay. To this I answered 
that £ wouldr make him a present of a copy of the 
treaty. 

Sunday f 14fA, 8, A. M. at the Palace. The 8api. 
tapa informed me that the Bey had rejected the pro- 
posal of a small cruiser in lieu of the present in 
jewels. 

I told him, notwithstanding the Bey had refused 
ftp listen to a cash proposition^ I would once more 
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jttfttoliim a teaser, mkA proposed Mty^MHiMiid dot 
• l«r0 m full of all demands. He said the maiitiiBa^ 
apid military regalia were verjr rich ; thKt they 
were pecBliarly- necessary at tiiis perkd ; and if I 
would offer two hondred and fifty ihonsand dollanh 
4;be Bey would not accept ii 

I reeapitolated tbe^ expense already incwred in our 
negoeiati^n with tiiis R^ency ; and shewed him- 
famin's general account and list of presents. He 
said it was a trifle ; and again mentioned the jewels. 
I observed it was v^ty unaccountable the Bey should 
persevere in his demand of articles which the war 
tendered it impossible ^topre«oure. ^^ Gtet them in 
England/' said he ; ^^ we like ihe English manu- 
&ctures mueh better thsA the French and Spanish;'^ 
Isaid it wac^ still more extaraordinary that the Bey 
should demand of the United Stetes thi-eefold the 
duties of all other nations ; refuse the salute whidi 
•he gave all other catkins ; emnpel an obligation on 
us to suffer €rar merchantmen to be pressed into hh 
service ; and yet demand of us the usages of the 
4ichestand most favored natbn en earth. He repeat- 
ed that the serwiee very probably would ndver be re- 
quired* B>e this as it may^ the Bey would have the 
presents. He now demanded for himself a double 
baiTelled gun loid a gold ehsin to a wateh ; said the 
American •Sge'ot had promised the gun^ and he be- 
lieved had sent for it. - 1 told him plainly the Unit- 
ed States would find it cheaper and better policy to 
send a force into these seas to defend their commerce, 
"than to yield to these accumulated demands. ^ ¥ery 
well ;'^ said he. 

He repwted to the Bey. In a few minutes I was 

.introduced to his apartment. A few words passed 

betwew us of the tenor of the foregoing. He got in- 

, to a passion : arose and left the hall : but turned, 

^J|fig(4ng out, and said, '* consult your government. I 

^Tgive them six months to give me an answer, and to 

sendihe prespnts^ If they come in that time, well ; 

if not^^ake down your flag and go home.'' 
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Iftil ef our negoeiation, Tb^ United Stat&a ^9i mt 
wrongly j and have proceeded iso. Too many 60* 
eessii[>ns haVe been madle to Al^^rs. TheM la Irat 
one langnii^ wliich eam be held ^to tke»$ people i( 
and this is terror. If my atpnfedings mfite to dkc^ 
iate tiie answer to the deinands sabmitted, iiwodld 
beu solenm one. Bat whether good p^cy^wojuU 
dictate ihis is theqoestion. We ilhottld gjik littitiv 
afid night lose macku At all eyraitd wetshould hiMre 
to Iniy a peace at last, and redeem^ur i$^tMfie% wOr 
less we eotild effect the intite destinietion of the Jbe^ 
^ney, or convince them of oor lability to 4o it Ow 
affairs itre critically drcum^tanced. Muchmj^dhi^ 
is meditated by our cidevaiit agent. I am agsuvei 
he has ihis day foriaally^^rotest^ to the Bey «?umft 
the United States estabmbing anptber Ckmeulfhere 
und taking ^e bread out ofhU ou>n mputK : n^vA^l 
ahould nol be« surprised to have an opportomiy to 
hftnd'my diapatches to the department ^ State. 

I have ni^ yet made peiat isa4!ai£c<%^ 
Aan unavoidable ; but I expect to be cdmpelledto 
ii^ except sonnething at ^?esent iisipreseen, shatt 
operate to prevent k. I will iu>t howler ^be jtollied 
into tlie measul*e. Wh€n I And H neiS^ssary 1 wiH 
«ofteh my tone vdth this goVemnfeiit : but Ihis vs^ 
be my dernier. The language of independeHoe has 
never been spoken by btir agent. If he virere feceiv- 
ed as the representative, as well as the agent of the 
Oovemmentof the United states, wellmayvre.be 
considered fit for slaves. I am persuaded he has nev- 
er resisted any demand; and am of opinion he has 
shared the benefits of his own concessions. My in- 
verted opinion of this Frenchman may seem unac- 
counteble. His civilities to me were the upper dress 
of hypocrisy. 

I believe it would have a good effect to show fdrcoA 
in these seas, if it can be spated from ':ow own^ 
coasts ; if it be only to convince these pirates that we 
are not Italians. If the prei^nt of jewels be resisted^ 
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airlrAivoiitl^ f»Mj h oMiy^ H win be abitoliitely nee- 
niiftiy^ or the other regalia will not be received* 
BeiimaflA fHrtmh^* ft recMi exanqile of this nature; 
If^liey forbidd the TuAissiatfe s^^ing to waf with the 
United 8tate9 at pi^sent. 9i» looe as this coBtinuea 
tot be the ease^ we are not is much danger { bot no 
benao of jnetiee Would prevent this event if^occasiqtt 
UiOHld snit. It* is pfttdMble farther fbrbearsnee nay 
|»e :«ibtMiied^ and mast^ fiom the iaipossibilitj)^ of re^ 
liiMiAg the answer within the time ; but it is hoped 
teo miteh may not be presumed on this probability^ 
The United Sftates have no messenger whom I would 
greet with so mneh cordiality vrith the answer as 
£knnmodare Barrji^ 

I hate the honor to remain^ 
.4 ♦ Wiih peffect reepect^ 

Sirj^ourmoettAedienU 
? very humble servant^ ' 

WIl-IJAM^JEATON. 
JlpriliSk 
Hon&rai^e Seeireiavy . 
^f of the Unftei Stated. 

the lAstMetiond^of the SeeifetaJ^y <^ state,, Mr; 
l^kering^ to Mr. Bato Jr, were very ample^ direct- 
ing Mm not ettly with regard to the more immediate 
duties of a Consul^ but requiring his attentiota to the 
military and naval fbree^ manufactures^ C4Maiherce^ 
laws^ policy^ ke.- of Tunis and the other Barbary 
powersi The foUowins^ omitting unimportant re- 
marki^ conveys much iulormation on these subjeets. 

Tunis, iSth June, ±799. 
Sir, 

The eonimetee of Tunis is principally monopolix* 
ed by the Jewsw The hides and wax of the whole 
Mngdetn^ which are considerable articles of exporta-^ 
thm^ are farmed by acempany of merchants^ compos-^ 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



99 



UFE OV 



> 



ed principnUy of Jews^ es^Iled Gi^niata ; for wl4cb 
they pay the Bey, annually, sixty thousand piajatem^ 
equal to seventeen thousand one huAdred and forty 
two dollars. The subjects are compelled to sc^lX 
the hides to this company at eleven cents each, and, 
ivax at thirty two dollars per quintal. The Giorna*: 
ta have had a factory established at Leghorn, whith- 
er these raw materials were exported, till the opera- ^ 
tions of the French in Italy, since which this factory; 
.is moved to Messina. Two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand hides, and foor hundred quintals of wax, are. 
supposed to enter into the ordinary annual trade of 
this company. Revenue produced to the Bey.. 
dols. 17,142,85. 

The other and more considerable articles of ex- , 
portation are oil, wheat and barley. Of these, the- 
Bey receives tithes. One hundred and thirty thou- 
sand metars of oil, of six gallons each, are supposed 
to be annually exported to Europe and Asm. la. 
addition, to. the tithes, the Bey receives sixty four, 
cents per metar for a tisTcefry^ (permission to ex-, 
port.) The oil is purcha$»ed, at about twenty eicht^ 
cents per gallon, the average price, which, with tne^ 
tiskery, amounts to something less than thirty nine 
cents per gallon. According to this calculation, the 
annual revenue derived from this article is, dols« 
78,520. \ / 

. The exportation oif wheat, exclusive of the tithcr 
is^ supposed to be three hundred and fifty thousand 
bushels annually. Suppose this to be nine tenths of 
the whole annual produce of the country, the value 
of the tithe in wheat will amount to thirty eight 
thousand eight hundred and eighty eight dollars. , 
For a tiskery for each caffice of eleven bushels, the 
Bey receiw six dollars, amounting to^ one hundred 
and ninety four thousand, four hundred and eighty 
nine dollars. Upwards of one hundred and twenty 
vessels, avcBagiag ninety tons, annually load w ith 
this article. And the revenue produced, acGordinj^ 
to the above calculation, is dollars SS3,377, 74. 
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I cannot asicertaih the quantity of barley export- 
ed; and duties collected ; but, supposing it to be half 
49 much as the wheat, the revenue arising from this 
^ide would be about dollars, 70^000. The ex- 

Sortation of beans and vetches is suppdsed to pro- 
uqe about dollars, 17,000. 

Some beeves and sheep are exported, but the 
quantity is inconsiderable : on these articles howev- 
er duties are collected by giving tiskeriee. 

This information is obtained from a principal He- 
brew merchant in this cUy. And J althougb it may 
not be accurate, it may communicate some idea of 
thcproduce and internal revenue of this kingdom,- 

The principal manufactures of the kingdom, are 
red caps and sashes ; a sample of the former, I sent 
by Capt. Geddes, of which great quantities are ex- 
ported into all the Turkish dominions* 

The manufactors of caps import annually from 
Spain three thousand quintals of fine wool : and the 
sash manufactories receivp annually from the Morea, 
six hundred quintals of raw silk. These, articleg 
'^ay no duty. This is a peace calculation. The 
present war has totally deranged the commerce of 
thi9 kingdom^ Ragusa is at present the carrier for 
Tunis ; and what little commerce remains to them, 
centres principally at Smyrna and other ports of the 
Levant, alon«; the coast of Dalmatia and the Morea. 

Muslins, stuffs, fine cloths, iron, coffee, sugar, pep- 
per and spices of all kinds, bleached wax candles, 
cochineal, dried fish and lumber, are articles of im- 
portation much wanted and which would command 
great prices in cash, at least three hundred per cent 
more than in America. 

[Mr. Eaton here gives a list of the marine force 
of Tunis ; by which it appears that the Tunissians 
then possessed ninety four armed vessels, nine hun- 
dred and twenty eight guns, and eighty eight swiv- 
els ; the whole manned by upwards of eight thou.- 
sandmen.] 
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The foregioiiig list im4 annexeil seliediile fxUlbit 
Id a gummary view, the most eoireot iuf4)miatie» tHU 
tainalile of the naval force of Tuiiis^ iius speeie^ ^ 
armed vessels, the Bumfoer of their gnus ^ed m^ 
and the times of the year they go to sea : also the iji* 
ctease of the navy the last ten years. Mr, Tulin^ 
the Swedish Consul, the oldest andperhiips hejit tnv 
formed in the kingdom, inlorms me tbat, twenty 
years ago^ Tunis could send out but nine cnusers, 
It may not be inprop^ to note here, that itlie Bey re- 
eelves tithes of all prizes brought into any of Wb 
ports by the privateers of his kingdoni. This, in 
addition to the Mbute of regalm front Ghri«rt;iaiB na-. 
tioos, the pri%es taken by the corsairs of tibe regen- 
cy, and the internal duties upon eommerce, prodw^ 
a great revenue. But these sources are failing. Bm 
twenty cruisers have gone out this year. 

The cruising ground of the corsairs of this king- 
dom has heretofore been in the vieiwlty <rf €omei, 
Bardiiiia and Sicily, on the coast of Genl>a, Tusca- 
ny, Naples, Calabria, and in the entrance of the A 
driatic sea ; and even as far up as Yenice* Bu* 
these coasts, having fallen under the protectiim id 
the belligerent powers, now aSord no gucie. Thf^r 
mode of attack is unifonaly boarding. For tiMU; 
their vessels are peculiarly eonstraei^d. Their Iwg 
latteen yard$ drop on board the enemy, and affsrda 
safe and easy conveyance for the men who niaii tliem 
foi* this purpol$e^but being always . erooded with 
men, they tlurow them in from all points of ike rig^ 
ging, and from all quarters of the decks f having 
their sabres grasped between their teeth, and their 
loaded pistols in their belts, thi4 they may have Um^ 
free use of their hands in sealing the gunnels or net- 
ting of their enemy. Jn this mode of attack they 
are very active and very desperate. Tau^t by 
revelation that war with the Christians will guarantee . 
tlie salvation of their souls, and finding so great sec* 
iilar a*lvantages in the observance of thfe reUgiavM 

d«ty, their inducements to desperate fighting are 

I " ^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



vorjf ' pmetkk PFop«r 4e£teee as"^^ ' ^^^'^ ^^^ 
li%h netiiiig9 with ebuoM wffleieiitly s/brtm^ ib prtvr 
mfflbtfaeir J^uig 1^ aWsy ; buck shi^ plentifully ad^ 
ttbdatfflpad fn»a mumkets or bhmderbusses ; and hn^ 
«€»• But it is always best to keep them at distanee^ 
AiMt adrantage may be taken of tWr ignonmce at 

Tlie ^incipal aayal ports ace Porto Farisa, tbe 
fihoidette, Ifax^, Susa^ and" Bisuerte. Porto Farisa is 
the rendezTow forressels of war^ no. other being 
^imantted to lay up tlmm It is sitoaied about eight 
or nine leagues/ N. N. W. jfrwn Tunts^ and about 
six or ei^t miles W.hy S* from the western pdnt 
whieh lorais Om b^ of Tunis^ The Imrbor is secor^ 
«d by the walls and hatteriea 0{ the town of the same 
name^ bating an entannee g€ about seven feet water 
for the adnussion of tto' cruisers^ whieh ari^ obliged 
tfy anchur under the batteries^ getxrat their guns^ bal* 
last^provisicHis, &e« and behig careened on lUieir sides 
to lessen ikm draft of water^ to be towed in by a spe^ 
dies of large ^seows^ ealled puntoons. Vessels of any 

4Mee may anehor within gun shot of the walls. The 
town is saidto contain about one hundred thousand 

' hifaabitaiits ; has a ^orernor^^MahoBiet Coggea) a^ 
P^dliee ; and is tiw mogatune and arsenal of the naval 
ond mifitary sinfes of tiie kingdMi* The goyemor 
owtts the moat cmisers of any mm. m the kingdom ; 
7mn than ike Begency. 

The bay of Tunis ia formed by eapes Fauna or 
Plain island, and Bon ; and is thirty miles deep^ 
The harbor at the fioulette^ nine or ten mil^ £. by 
S« from. Tunis, is m iatwense bason, having cape 
ihrthB^e (N. M. point of the peninsula erf the aneitnt 
«tiy) on its west, and a projection <yf tbe main laud a 
litiie north of the m^th of Bagrada, so noted for 
B^ului^s serpent, on the east It is defended by 
an enoormeus itoie eastle feet high, moitntia^ 

guns, and by barbet batl;eries bdow ; under 
£^xet of which, at a small distance, merchant vesseis 
may ri4o in ftw « five fathom water. M a little 
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Ibrther digtanee resMk ofw»r of wsy 4t9Lft \aP96 
Aood anchoring ground in water frok six to twen^ 
iathom. It is a safe and beautiful harbor. Within' 
this bason^ divided from it by a garter of land abooi 
flix miles in lengthy and secured by the castle of the 
Qoulette^ is a stagnant lake thirty miles iiji circumfe- 
rence^ reaching quite to the subiu4)s of Tunis, whtee 
deepest water is not more than six feet, which re-~^ 
eeives through a canal, imihediately under the wallg 
of the C98tle, the sandals, or Ughtears Willi merchan- 
dize from the vessels at anchor jn the bay* In the 
(same manner all vessels receive frara the city their 
provisions and lading, riding at anchor ; for there is - 
not a wharf, wbich^ I have seen, on all the coast In 
this lake the. half gaUios lay up in winter. Its w^ 
ters are so stagnant that, as the boats pam across it^ 
a green, putria wake is semi in -- ikmr path, and a - 
sickly^ mo«t offj^nsive smell fills the air at some dis- 
tance The piitrid miaimtmlm from this-lake may be, 
perhaps, amoi^ other causes of <iie plague in Tunis. 
Jt has been said to inttndite 4he ruins of Garthagjg. 
This is erroneous. I ha^erspeatedly visited those ^ 
ruins. The exterior widls and itches of ' ttie an^ 
cient city can he traced without the least diffi^utfy. ' 
The walls of Byisa, the cUidal, and temple of Mr- ' 
culapius^ may also, be traced on^an elevation ^f 
ground one hundred and eighty fpet above the snr« 
race of the water, bordering on the sea throe or four 
miles from the lake. The immense cisterns, thirty " 
feet deep, covered by vast arches supported by 
strongly cc^mfflited pilars of stone, are still entire : 
but these^ like many oth^ arches of vaults, cisterns 
and magazines, are now subterraneous; and the 
Moors cultivate th0 surface where their superstruc- 
tures once stood. It is manifest^ however, that this 
lake covers a part of an ancient village, vestiges of 
which are found buried in ruins, in tiie vicinity of 
theGoulette. 

^Ifax, a fortified town situated 48 leagues S. S. 
^. from Tunis, the wxt very coimidm«Ue jport, has 
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% Iflge^ op^n kftrhw^ but remarkably Mfe, being coy. 
ttc^ fay an kla&d at it^ entraDce. It has good an^ 
^Qr^ig ground, from six to ten fathoms water. The 
§i^yei;nqit sends out many cruisers^ as is shewn by the 

Sttsa^ a fmUfied town^ SO leagues S. S. E« from 
Tiuis^ has a good harbm> and anehoring ground of 
six to eight fatibom water within pistol shot of the 
town. * 

Biserte^ situated about 10 leagues N. W, from 
Tunis^ has a liu^ bay and good anchoring ground 
wil^bki muslut shot of the eastle : but the road^ be- 
ing quite o|pen^ is exposed to a^ heavy sea from the 
1^» £. wjbdeh renders it a mere shelter. Biserte has 
a lai^ mole within its walls communkating with 
t|#,bfiy withtnt and with« lai^e^ beaut/ul lake in 
its rear^ by eiu^ls of alunit forty feet width and ten 
deep. iMo thia melh the cruisers are brought for 
safely in the same manner as they are got over the 
eni^wce of Fort Farina. 

Heather^s chart of the Mediterraneui gives the . 
hesjL points of dirediim lor raterkig these ports. 

Thf» winds VifiWi Aese coasts are variable at all 
seasons rof the year. But in settled weather in' the 
summer season these is said to be a. sea breeze set- 
ting in there by day^ and a land breeze setting off 
by nights This is prohably occasioned by ths great- 
er^jirwe&ctionof air by the reflected heat f^om the 
sandM^ oa pbore by day and the warm surface of ti\e 
water by ni^« 

Frcna the f^r^ping list and ^hedule it appears 
that no season of the year is considered peculiarly 
dangerous to navigation. February has uniformly 
sent out fewest cruisers^ but this I apprehend^ may 
be'' ascribed rather to the great sensibility of these 
people to the cold than any other cause. This forms 
no impediment to the European sailor^ who navigates 
those sea» at all seasons of the year. 

The country on the sea coast of this kingdom is ' 
natmrally luxorhmt attd beautiful beyond description. 
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Well might the Romans e&nsider if a hiMitytokigv^ 

a seat here. Were it in the possessitHi of sa enlighf^ 

cued and eitterpriging prople^ I knoni^r not why ft 

mighl i^ot vie with the oj^site conMneidii hi eTer^ 

thing useful, rich and elegant. ■ t 

' l^e government is absolute, heredeiafy moiuut^^ 

ehy ; but uncommonly vxM in ifs admmistMtiti^i* 

The present Bey holds the i^egeney by iisv^)fl.ti<Mr; 

His father, Alha Bey, on the death of a brother, 

3ML ahomet i^tfy took the go^mment ki trust during 

the minority of a nephew, Bidi Mahmoud Bey, the 

rightfhl heir. I^y an eminently mild^and goe^ ndt- 

Dlini^tration he secured the love and ad^ratien of hfd 

subjects ; and by bribes and intrigues with the divaH, 

principal eneersh of state and the Ghrand Signiei', he 

pocured t^e regency estal^Mshed ill himself and ibt^ 

scendftnts/to the exclusion of ifce heir of the righft 

Kne, who is now held as a kfiid of hosta^ in- tho 

palaee and maintftined by lite regertcy. Bamuda 

Bashaw Bey, the present regertt, by possessing nft- 

i^y of the talents of his father, and by adc^ting his 

examples in government, has estab^hed hiteself lid 

ftrmlv in the affi^ctions and confidence of his suli* 

jects^ that his rival seems to have altandmed all 

hopes of dispossesi^ng him, and quietly submits^ 

the usurpation. He enjoys howcvwr the title 0f Bey, 

a title stripped of all appendages. 

It is remarkable that the Alcoran forms the only 
code of laws iii this regency. {A» ftis is fcflrme^ 
in religion it will be naturally concluded that hfere 
toe no lawyers^ and of course vrary little litigation.) 

The Bey, solus, forms the supreme court of judi- 
feature, and admits presentments and causes of every 
name and nature to be originally brought before him. 
Buch as he finds capital or important he hears a^d 
determines ; petit felonies and small traversies: he 
sends down to a public inferior court of justice^ call- 
ed Sharah, in the tity of Tunis, at the head of wbicih 
is the Cadi or high priest. 
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In tath pTOvinee and considerable ioWn ate inferi* 
or coortg. The Catt, or farmer of the revenue, a 
Idnd^of depnty governor, forms a species of court of 
leommoti pleas for hearing and determining all mat- 
ters of dispute between private subjects, where the 
demand does not exceed a certain sum, or where the 
subject matter of controversy is not of a criminal na- 
ture. Abd the Caia, a governor of the province, who 
ijsalso commandant of the forces, forms a court in 
tbe nature of sessions of the peace for the trial of all 
isriniinal offences not capital. In causes of this na- 
ture these courts may have original jurisdiction, but 
appeal lies in all cases from their decision to the 
3ey, or supreme courts 

" The Bey sits in the hall of justice from tight t\ll 
tw^elv^ o'clock in the winter, and from seven till e- 
leven in the summer, every day in the year, Fridays 
andibe days of ^ram and Jlamadan, public feasts, 
'only^excepled; In all the courts the plaintiff enters 
•and argues his own cause, in propria personfiy anA 
^e defendant in like itaanner pleads and defenda. 
^o also in criminal prosecution^^ The whole man- 
agement consists in simple statements, substantiat- 
-lag aad refuting, allegations, generally by evidence 
4ednced from the testimony of witnesi^es. Their 
miles and matims, in trials of criminal and capital of- 
fences, are very similar to those of our common law ; 
\fespecially ' the crime of murder; and may be and 
)^rdbably are, derived from the same source^ the latr 
ofMosesi. 

The Bey also transacts all Ids national concemi 
in his own person, and superintends the police of 
his navy and army, even the payment of his troops. 
These duties render his life extremely laborious^ 
He lives abstemiously, exercises much and sleeps 
little, (and alone though connected by mftrriage With 
tbe finest and most accomplished woman in the king- 
dom, who is about ten years ^p^u^r than himself> 
and devoted io him by the ^yti^t affectionate attach^ 
ment.) Btit with all these e^elle^lt qualitieis of thi 
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prince, he is not witboatablemiali the name' oC i^Ucfr 
would excite a blush in the countenance of th^ mosi 
depraved otnatiire^& children. And however sjoi^ 
guiarly unnatural^ his favorite mini3ter (the^ Sapat%r 
pa) a lusty Turk of about thirty three, is the first ob> 
ject of his pai^sion! 

He also is unboundedly avaridous. And thou^ he 
said to me be was not enamored with toys, his palae^ 
is crowded with rich jewels of all sorts and arms or^ 
namehted with gold and diamonds ; and his wH^ U^ 
said to be loaded with gold and diafnoads, which^ 
like the jewels of Paulina, may be literally sud to^ 
be locked from usefulness and from the world. 

The military force of Tunis is rather imaginairy: 
than re^l. JByery Tmrk, a|id descendant of a Turk^ 
in a soldier and under p^y^ ^y iMQOuntiu; to ^^SfMX, 
These, though they are never embodied, axe wh|il 
they call their regular tvopp^ I)etaebn»,ent9 of them 
appear in the field once or twice ayeai^ for the pur- 
pose of swaggering into the interbr provii^ces, to c^: 
lect the revenues of tiie popr, c^msed Moom^ 
They cannot be said to have an unuomi : and thiey 
have less discipline than the rudest tro<^ I have ev- 
er seen in America ; and I have seen miz militiiu 
from Boston in Massachusetts to Lexington in .Kmr 
tucky, and from tl^e ^orth boundaries of Ternibnit 
to the south boundaries of G^eorda. They are airm- 
ed with a sabre, brace of pistols, aiid a rusty n^as-^ 
ket without a bayonet. Thoir camp^ aa they call 
their army, or rather their mob,^ when assembled, 
are composed partly of cavalry, who are armed ii&. 
the same manner as the infantry. Their horses, tak-^ 
en collectively, are really worse than the mill Uor^^ 
es of my own native country. New England, which 
every body knows are wretched enough, brou^t 
intp the field a» nature formed then^ or only aL 
iered by the galling of pack saddles or hampers^ 
aU!^ totally undisciplined. They have no maniu4 
exercise nor field manoeuvres. On their march they 
drive on belter skelter, as void of tactics as the tigers 
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^ tt^if desert : and tbeir encampments are as ir- 
regular as their exercise. Sach are all the soldiery 
iHiom I hare seen^ and I have reason to believe such 
ftfe all #Lom the kingdom can produce. These, as 
I have said before, are regulars : their militia is still 
Worse. Every Moor has arms. Their natives form, 
the militia : bat they assemble neither in bodies nor 
ietachments, except in case of imminent danger : 
alid they then rash down from the mountains like 
8b many wolves of the forest. In their complexion 
and habits they have a striking resemblance to the 
American savages ; and in their manners resemble 
them much : but ihey want that wild magnanimity, 
that air of independence, which animate those free 
born sons of oar forests. I am inclined to believe the 
Mliors are timid. The Turks are said to be brave, ^ 
This is not impossible. Bunker's hiir affords a 
proof that undisciplined men will light .' but the 
campaign of ^7^ also proves that undisciplined men 
t»m bad armies, i cannot ascertain the number of 
the unorganised militia. 

'The pay of the Turkish soldier is four aspers^ 
9^91 of a dollar pej* diem, without clothing, and 
wfthont rations, except when in the field. This sum 
increases one asper every third year till it amounts 
t*, but cannot exceed, twenhr nine aspers per diem^ 
let the rank be what it win. The Bey, being a Turk, 
is> of course, a soldier, and commander in chief Of 
^t army and navy« His pay for this service is 
twenty nine aspers per diem. His Major Generals' 
receive the same and no more for their military ser- 
vices. How do they subsist ? By perquisites. This 
establishment may have been founded in economy : 
it has destroyed discipline* * 

Among the other miscellany of this letter, the ag- 
gressions of these pirates which have lately happen- 
ed, and some reflections on the affairs which inti- 
mately concern our nation, I hope may not be can- 
sideried wholly impertinent. ^ 
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In the years ^89 to % Turns isjButul to have-tafceft; 
one hundred prizes from Venice. In the moat^ at. 
August of the year 1797? Prince Fateruo of Sicily,^ 
pl as he was passing from Palermo to Naples? in ar* 

J C^reek vessel of the Morea^ with subjects of the Gra^l 

v1 Signior, and'onder Ottoman colors, was t^ken. by a» 

"^l Tunissian corsaire and brought, into port. The* 

1 court of Naples protested to the Grand Sigjnior a^iasti 

; the capture, who sent an envoy to Tunis to example 

the vessel's papers. Finding tb^m not minutelyr 
regular^ the vessel and cargo w^re adjudged as 4| 
good prize^ and the crew and passengers condrained 
to slavery. The prince remained a prisoner till the 
"^ : middle of December of the same year^ when he si^- 

. ^ ulated for his own ransom for four hundred and fift^f 

thousand dollars to the Bey and My ttiouaaDd to tfajt 
Sapitapa. ,. . t 

On the eighth of September last, five Tunissian car^ 
saires, carrying nine hundred and ninety men, ItsLodfi^y 
in the grey of the mpming, upon^be island of Si. 'Pebaa 
in the dependence of Sardinif^ captured and broiu^t 
prisoners to Tunis seven hundred wommi and qMl- 
dren and two^^ndred and twenty m^i» Th^ des- 
cription given me, by the British Consul, of the baf- 
barous and brutal ccmduct practiced upon these un- 
fortunate,, defenceless wretches, would shock a sa.^- 
agc. The al[)le bodied nien of the is]|^d bdng at; 
their vintaiges in the country, these people fell . a fee- 
ble sacrifice to the merciless assailants. Deeriiped 
age, delicate youth and helpless infancy, virere tum- 
bled headlong from their beds> precipitated down 
flights of stairs, shoved out of street windows, driven 
naked in an undistinguished crowd, without respect 
to sex or circumstance, ttyrough the sli^ets, and cram- 
ed promiscuously into the filthy hold of one of U^ir 
cruisers ; in this manner brought across the sea, and 
in this wretched plight goaded with thpngs through 
the street of the city by their releuUess captors, drivr 
en to the common auction square, juid consigned to 
slavery, The king of Sardinia, distressed as he ha« 
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h/mk^m^^ other Vad by the erime0 of ^ ri^Y»hIif^ 
l^net hitherto found the ability to redeem theai, at 
tj^^iormfms 911m of b\x toapjired and forty thousaq^ 
^^Ws) which the Bey demanded. H^ has lately 
^Ipiffepiiited lui fi§ed and respectable County Forcheel% 
irl^ h$s bMn feHr tii^es before an ambassador to this 
Court, and who is now here to ^^gpciate the terms of 
iimf redemption. He has at le^th prevailed on Ihe 
j^y toaeeept the snm of tw;^ huodred and evenly 
t^MMis^md dollai^ $ but the terms of payment are n^ 
jet jigreed upon : the|re is however a prospect of their 
Kinase* ^ * * * , * * ^^ -* -* ^ ^ ,. 

The old, the infirm, and the infants, who were tin* 
it for slavesyhave been obliged to shift for themselves. 
7bey eottld n6i find subsistence. Charity dealt her 
^paring morsei to them. They have suffered m^eh t 
hut the Godsuls severally contributed somethiug ti> 
their relief. I received a letter from the Sardinian 
Secvetiury «f ^tate, and another fromjybie C<>bsuI Gen- 
Und appmnted to be ch^^d witk ine affairs of all 
ma^ooM who have not a consul established in that 
kingdom, soliciting the good offices of the American 
C<msitl in this affair : £he latter seemed t^ claim as 
mi obligation, intimating that he had ofte^ rendered 
dUinterest^ i^rvicefr to Ameiicans in Sardinia* 
I.g^ve o^e hundte^ d<^iyrs. « ^ ^ ^ ^ * 

When war was declared against France, the Con- 
sill and all his countrym^ were confined in close 
frison^ iuid their iiroperty seqnestered, notwiUistand- 
illg a treaty stipulation that the Coi^^l nsA others «f 
his natimi should be aJllowed one year, aftea: declara- 
tion of war* to adjust their afiEoirs and depart the king- 
^m. 

On the 8d. of April last,t the garrison of Corfu sui'- 
rend^*ed by capitulation to the coo^ined forces of 
^ Russians and Turks, cm condition $>f being c<m- 
¥oyed to Fnmee. On the 30th, one of the transports 
h^^ving on board two hundred and fifty of the garri- 
sw^ being separated froHi its convoy, fell in with aad 
VW^c^ptered by an Algerine coi^ajre; On the gec- 
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ond of May tfaigr were bron^ iata Tubm^ and dnifit 
fourth tbey were mtirehed through the eity and «^5Cit 
off by land to Algiers^ where they hate^ sinoe beeif 
condemned to slavery* About ^e same iime aYeni^* 
eian vessel was taken under the -Brnperor^^e^lors tm& 
passpwt^ earried to Algiers and c<mdemned; the* 
jDey refusing to know the Emperor, - 

On the 8th of May, a Tripoline oorsaire sent intu^ 
the port of the Goulette a lai^ Danish ship faiAM^ 
with sugar and coffee, taken in the ^itmits. There' 
has been no war declared hv Tripoli against Den- 
mark : but the latter has! delated some stipulated re^* 
galia. 

On the same day ttie Bey of Tunis condemned M 
a good pize a Sicilian mercliaBt vessel taken by Ms^ ; 
corsairs with admiral Nelson^s passport. The ad-' 
miral has the firmin of ihe Grand Si^m6r to protect 
whatsoever vessel he pleases. ' ' ^ 

A few days sijpce the Bey of l^mis demajided^ 
of the king of Spain two f r^ates of thirty tw<i gttns' 
each ; and it is said the demi^idis acceded to by ^# 
Conciul. 

Benmark is in arrear to this< regency for- some re- 
galia of maritime stores, whiich being d^ayed beyond* 
the limited time, the Bey demanded additijonal 1^^' 
ents, to compensate the damages of the delay, xhe 
demand being subnikted by tfa^ Consul to his court 
and Injected, the «Cipulate«l i^galia, though aciiially 
forwarded, w^ere refused to be received, and noW Ite 
imder water at the Goulette« The affidr is unsdiled; 

It would seem that aggressions and insults such 
as ^ese woujd bring down vengeance upon these re- 
gencies by a combination of all Europe against thepn.. 
It would S0, bnt policy dictates otherwise. Ttey 
are not a su&^ieftt object to engage tibe serious atteli- 
ticm of the great powers, especially those who can 
awe them into terms by the voice of their thunder, or 
purchase them at half the expenee of a war. The 
small states which suSet their ravages are enervated 
by e&miimcy, cramped by oppression^ terrified by 
cruelty or destitute of resourcjss. The greater have 
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^k^etftiUy se^it tiiege UMe victitfis coasumed^ which 
ymmAd otherwise have been impedimmts to their eom- 
jupi^rce. But the time i» eoming, anid now is^ when 
tbdse^soui^es of plunder will be cut off. The aston- 
ibmg {Nfogres^ of the* eomMned forces in Italy 
Wves no doubt &at those states will ultimately, 
change their masters^ and fall into hands able to pro- 
tect titom. Venice is already ont of their reach — 
Sjrenoa is said to have fallen into the hands of the 
combined armies. The king of the two Sicilies^ 
through the mediation of the Grand Siguier^ and 
under the auspices of the British lords> St* Vincent 
and Nelson, has negociated a truce duiing the prec- 
ept war. France has ho commerce exposed. Spain 
.can defend herself by assistance of auxiUaries drawn ' 
from her mines. PortngaV though a ktdy^ speaks 
With a manly tone to these pirates ; she dktates 
ierms to them under their own batteries. She has 
lali^y^ <wtt the twelfth of May, forced Tripoli to pur- 
cbam a trmty at the exp^ise of eleven thousand dol- 
la0?g^ after having captured two of the Bashaw^s prin- 
cipal corsaires. All this with only one 7% command- 
ed by commodore Campbell-. Denmark and Swedeh 
have frigates in these seas : and Holland has no 
bommeree here*. Tunisis robbed of her prey ; and 
is a^ restless a^ a bear robbed of her wlielps* Gom- 
miiree^ is at an end here. Plunder must 1^ had. 
Where is it to be found ? America presents it* But 
Tunis is at. peace with America. Tunis must have 
plunder. Necesrily has qo law. A pretext is found 
^for a declaration of war in our delinquency^ our de- 
lay in sending out the stipulated regalia ; and the 
comm^H^e of America in this sea will fait fche^ictim to 
the rapacity of these starving robbers. ErtriflpcL will 
be something more tilian an idle specbitar qf the 
scene. > Europe will participate in the joy of the e-- 
vent. I am not amusing myself with idle specula- 
tions. Nor does it requil*e a seeM^ jsight to per- 
ceive this tendency of things. I lat^ thought poli- 
cy w^oild dictate otherwise during the war with 
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France. Observation h^ liurstta^ed ilitP fliiit Ttfrfl 
is reluctant at fighting Frlince, and tbat the -regen^^ 
Svishes, if poissible^ to cultivate a secret anderstandi 
ittg With the republic. " ^ 

It seems highly prbbable that the United SiktM 
^vill soon become chief carriers into the MediteAK* 
nean 5 or that th6y will at least hare their shared 
this trade. Our peaceable situation^ Ticinity to the 
islands, the enterprize of our navigators, and the 
great advahtages that offer here, all promise and eri- 
cotirage it. Europe will see a rival accumulating 
wealth and power in the west by this moti6]p(dy. 
Jealousy and ^nty will conspire wi^ national inter- 
est to procure the sentence against us, DehnikL est 
Carthago /But this must be done by intrigue, by assas- 
sination. These pirates present theinselves as suita- 
ble ihstrttrnfeiits of this polity. They are suffered In 
e^stence for no other purpose but to be thus used. 
Peace and war with them are articles of cbnrarerce % 
and th^y may be set on or bought off by the highest 
bidder. Tile nations^ who inay find occasion to -use 
them to check 6iir commerce, have little more *crid6 
than to paint to them the certain advantages which 
would result from making war ujwin it : to paint 
the number, value and defenceless situation of out 
i^erchantmen in this sea : and, if occasion should re^ 
quire, to add by way of stimulus regalia of amttu^- 
uition. "Who among Gur friends wotild scrujile to 
use these means ? I wish avarice may tod its littfits 
h^re. I wish I could persuade myself that the rival 
dictions of Europe, whom conquest will exhaust at 
home, win not aim to fix their talons on flourishing 
Ai^ericii. I wish I could think better of mankind : 
but the age in vrMch I live has already fumislied 
too many examples of this depraved policy, this cru- 
el intrigue, of which America has been' the subject, 
without tlie ability to detect^ or power to oppose itiS in- 
fluence, not to establish the suspicion. 

I will here take the liberty to suggest that thiereis 
an impropriety in grantbg money f or Barbary ^ith 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



itQ^f^m agwto heie are ins^r^cted to i^m tbe Beys 
qd^ilieie «p|»r#pi!|at]oiis^ w theiy do it without i^r 
sttiM^M ; whiok tends to ^nli^Ai^e their demandb 
^^dr^mtomsd o«yr aegociatioM. This nij^st be the 
ftM|e> far the Beys do. not resad^ yet they Imow per^ 
|B4tly weU the ameimt of these approp^rxatlons* It 
J^^ilyfursQifig a nBtform policy* IsEn^laad lesi 
^rterested or less spUcito«s at tms ttK>]aent m prehib* 
iti^ the eanryi^ of Ameriean goods ii|; Amexicaft 
h^toibis to tiic^e ifliportaiit places of eoBuaetoe^ than 
riho wa^ in 1660 ? 

An BMlish Gaptainfrnm M abo%a few days sineei^ 
* wai^ feieara to say^ in the British cpnsular hpus€^ that 
"^i^ty Ameriean ships had already passed the struts 
Ites spri]%. The Gcrns^ in a transport of astonish-^ 
mon^ exclaimed; ^^ By God lye must pi»t a check to 
tiiese people; they are ndoltig .itll c^ commeree 
^ere^Mid in the Easrf; Indies !^^ 

Would <i Mrecimf of l^ranee less than a Lewk 
the XIV. be solidtous it^^ direct an Mgier^p if th^e 
were not, one already on this coast ? 

. Bst> independent of Snropean iniri^e^ it wouU 
^idoQbtedly be. to tibe interest of this r^ncy to 
bteak with us> and they mi^btedly know it. 
- The game of the Medit^ranean (3hristians wrests 
lldfrcnn them by the nipre mighly hunters of the 
!Korth and £ast> what have tl^y for (Hte hnndred 
and twmty blfluid honnds^ which now lie kenneled 
In their portS; to be employed abont ? They must be 
let loose upon sonsebody. They already peent our 
merchantmen. And finding tiie least plauisible pre-* 
text; they will be loosed to the chase. If then our 
stipulations be not punctually observed^ wherj^ 11^ ^ 
guarantee of our safety? Shall we rely on ^aty 
compact ? Treaties are dead languages with tliese 
regencies. Was it not stipulated that one yeaf 
should be allowed to the French to remove with their 
tl^ts ? Is not their Consul^ and are not his fellow 
citiz^ens; slavei^ ? We qannot place any jreliance in 
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tHtir goo^ faith. Can humanify move them ? Whjr 
tfhouldwe expect froto inveterate pirates^ virtues Bth- 
dom practiced among civilized and christian na^ 
Uons ? Hkve we thie vanity to believe they ieire afraid 
of lis ? What should have produced this impulse ?• 
Theiy hftve seen nothing here tb excite terrmr but thd^ 
Mttle Miss Sophia ^slgmsed in inen^» clothes. TThe 
poor tidiig excited pity mther than alarm. When I. 
obsertefd to the Bey at one of our interviews, that 
We had ohc6 whipped the English^he shrewdly ask- 
ed whether we did it or whether the French did it 
Jbr fis ? As I have before said, nothing will prevent 
Hsfirotn being bloodsucked by this daughter of the 
horse leach except formidable force, faithful fulfil* 
ment of our stipillations orfui^her sacrifices. 

Whatever shall be resolved upon, should be ex- 
peditiously proseci^d. Otherwise we shall experi- 
ence the evils which I have predicted and which T , 
believe are now projecting. lam at this moment 
Convinced that it was'with a vieW of findhig pretext 
Am* a war, that the Bey and his ministers labored^ 
with so much perseverance to dragdon or manoeuvei" 
me into a promise of regalia of jewels and a cruiser. 
It is my decided opinion that unless something shatt 
appear for Its before the fii^t of February, the die 
will bid cast against us, and a sweep made among 
our merchantmfent 1 wish my alarm may prove the 
child of timidity.' But since from arguments alteady 
^ven, it has taken possession of my belief^ I cannot 
forbear my importunity on a subject of so much im^ 
portance. We owe bur peace at thi» moment to the 
victory of Lord Nelson. 

I submitted my opinion by €aptain Geddcs, that a 
small cruiser of eighteen or twenty guns would be 
well given. lam still of that opinion, in case' a 
force bB not sent out. 1' have before said that here 
is no access to- these courts without paving the way 
with gold or cannon balls. Humanity condemns thd 
policy of putting arms into the hands of these mad 
S)0&, But we are not singular in this policy. Bt- 
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.-Mtt ^aonisyi^itg the ii^rigiies* of ^ar ritale bere* 
we o^ight perhaps to. fed^ no irfjnorse oh ^m score 
oilier thf^i whai the danger of those lurms being 
4ltnied against oprselves slmild produce. I ha^e a)- 
so advanced my opinion that a respectabH anned 
^orce in this s^wonldbe anumg ti^e becitpreeau- 
Ucms against a preditory )¥ar« How oftcya is tito 
juaxim repeated in Ame];iGi^ ^^ to preserve peace^ be 
prepared for war ?'' .19ut. how shcMild this |^r«para« 
.uon be productive of its obje^M the world are ig^ 
Borant of it ? If this preea^t^n^be nec^sary to pre- 
serve peace amon^ eiviliz^ imtions^ liow nmch mote 
4^ auiQng savages who have no retrain! t^t fear ? 
Heaving never seon the qime^v they have no desire 
i^T the Dlivekmneh. Oiir language to them shouM 
-be the laijgaag^ of the gospel : ^ I have th^ day 
iget before yoa life and deiilh, choose yoai which you 
will.'^ Without a language li^e this^ and an attitude 
to support it^ to thin|c oTreeiprocity is idle^ since 
here are no f^cpdmercial interes4s to induce it. And 
io $en4 an agent with preheats in his hands to taljit 
i^friendship^ honor and national justice, is like deck- 
ing a woman, with jewels and sending ber int^ a fy^ 
x^l to hold iQiparlance with a bigl^waynuMi, 

Were I to dictate n^easurai to the United States^ 
they would read thus. ^' Send out the rtiptUated re* 
gfdiaji for^beingstipnlat^ed^itisibeeomea debt. Ac- 
com^pAuy it with a respectable fc^eee^ and under our 
gunS| ipaAce the tender on the legal prmeiples of a 
tender; that^ifrefused, it should ^mx\i the obliga- 
tion. After this act of justice, is perfimned, if the 
president should think proper to offer something 
conciliatory, something to " turn awAy wrath/' let 
it be done gratuitously, and in auch a manne]^a$ not 
jonly to confer an obligation^ Imt to impose a sense of 
it also.'' These measures I do believe iiecessarypjpe- 
cautions. But they will be atf(^d&d with expence. 
I4et my fellow citizens be persuaded^ before coi;ndc- 
'tipn shall force the belief, thi^ 4his is an expence 
:^hieh must one day be submitted to. Wii^oia wouM 
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mlo tin m6i«aye ; b^gfore we \%txxt tke e^iq^ehcft M 
redeeiaiiig two or tiuni^ Mti&dred ea^tivoff worn ^\m^ 
very at three w fotir bvifidred dollars eaieb^ excii^ 
eive of the loss of tweirty or thir^ merchaihtiikeii. 

The &At&m of fte United States, jealous of tbc^ 
li^rty^ iu|d tenacioas of their ^fnSfmdy, aw rehietim^ 
kit at least slow^ to seeofe by doe giM^s what they 
are tcassi desirous to have secured. If the ravs^os 
ipf the prei^ent European war have not eotovinced ti^ 
titat a defeneeless position Invites insult^ thc^ nurjr 
ifith a little more patlene^ have additikmal ^ividenoe 
of this truth. Bat to me' it is ^ w s^arent that^littte 
less than sacrifices equivalent to the expenee of a 
VfKt will long secure our property wi these seas^ un- 
less they will at least g^o to the voluntary e^q^nee of 
sending out a hangman and eted;ing a gallows in 
i%ht of these robbers. , 

' ¥hese fitmilkr remiHrks and reflections in uk of- 
^dal GomoHinication I know are out of order^ and 
for the department c^ state^ which I believe has long 
since anticipated them, wholly unnecessary. But as 
,^ey lifise out of observations taken on t^ fipot^ it 
is not unreasoiiable to suppose they may mal^ some 
impression on nd^ds not accustomed to be exerciM^ 
^with ^s subject. For this reasoci they are annexed 
to the report whic^ duty requires of me : fud fer 
iUs reason it is hoped thcly may be consideted venir 
able if no* in order. * * , * * * 

Sneaking the other day w|ih the Swedish GonM^ 
who has been twenty years in this regency, respect- 
ing the nsanees exacted of the nations, and menticm- 
ing the Bey^s demands from the United States, he 
said, ^ AH nations, in making and edncluding a 
^atjr of peace, make large presents ; otherwise the 
most frfvolous thing would be made a pretext for 
new demands or for invalidating the treaty. Beside 
tMs, the Bey would perhaps once in twenty years 
demand a present. He has lately demanded of 
(S^e^en tegalia of pltak, im^f and tar, part of 
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9iit/^ continued be^ ^ if E^gland^wha haB been 
Miilmidredyeftps at peaee wH^i this regenej^ should 
-^t^ twdly^ l^oHsai^ pocaids sterUng ob seadiog ooi 
a nem£j<9mvly it is not sar|^ria^g thatiDueh more 
nfcould be expected from a gpeat natioB on negoeiat- 
jug a treaty and e$tMi$hing a Coysul.'^ 
; Whoev^ has read the hook% til the OH Te9tm 
^mmty or elsewhere learned the manners and cua- 
limts of the aneient Jews and »tb^ eastern nationiiy 
May fenn some idea of these people* Those aneieot 
religious ntes^ marriage eeremcmies^ ablutions^ do- 
ttc^c habits and eye* agrieultuiAl management, 
i^fwlii^ probaUy BMist baye descended from the an** 
cient Egyptians^) are {Nf^eryed here with little deyi*. 
fttiep, and less improyem^nt But no custom of the 
sLndents seems more ndnutely preseryed than thai of 
giying and reeeiying presents. This custom seems 
to haye beenyery ancient^ not only on the reception 
of an Ambassador, but also on the meeting of friends^ 
or formal yisite. The Queen of Sheba, on a yisit to 
^Helmion, is said to haye brought a prosent^ the gold 
of which is estimated byDettoJhideaux at864,00(tf. 
sterling. Fewl belieyeajpe Uie mstances recorded 
in ancient history, saered or profane, of^ prince or 
an ambassador meeting a prince with propoaitions 
of a negoeiation, without preluding the business with 
a present Hence Dayid : '^ a g^ft in secret pacifl- 
eth anfflUr, and a reward in the bosom strong wrath.'^ 
What IS now Considered in Eiurope and America 
corruption^ was then no more than a matter of course : 
and is now thus receiyed by the descendents of 
4be eastern nations* The Bapitapa informed me 
that when he went on an embassy to the Grand Bign^ 
ior, about two years ago, he earried with him a pres- 
ent in jewels yalued at 600,000 dollars of Spain : 
and that, fnding this inade^puite to the purposes for 
;iiHbich it was intended, he used his diseretian in pro* 
curins the defeiency at ^at additional expenee; 
1^ aJTded^ that^ as the vmm^ pf^wred jthe object^of 
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hit misskm^ Ms court ai^roved hUi eoii4i|<^ Tlu| 
story he gave as authonty to govern my condud^ 
with his master. It proved however the existence 
of the custom with these nations in their negociationi 
with each othei:. But equivalent returns are generals 
ly made in these cases. They have then imposed 
on christians the custom of ^w/i^, "without receiv- 
ing : And christians have been «tupid enough to 
let it become usance^ law of nations^ here : and 
Americans must submit to it : or arm to resist it. 
It is now more peculiarly necessary^ because^ in 
yielding to the custam, we have acceded to the totr. 
We began wrong : that is, we deviated from right 
In suspending the fitting out of the five frigates to. 
filter upon a negociation with Algiers. Had our 
ambassador held in his right hand a lighted match,^ 
and in his left the project of a treaty, Algiers would 
have blustered^ and fretted too, but she would have 
been less exorbitant : and^er accomplices, Tunis 
and Tripoli, would have been awed into terms. 
Bat regrets are useless : we hkve now only to make 
tlie best of a bad bai^am. ^ ^ 

J With great respect^ 

*v 5>ir, your most obedient 

Servant, 
' WILLIAM EATOK. ; 

Hon. Timothy Pickering, V ! 

Secretary of State. 

Extracts, to the Secret ahy of State. 

Julyi5thri799. 

I have yet mentioned nothing of further attempts 
of a cash jmyment in lieu of the maritime and mili- 
tary stores, because no well grounded hopes were 
entertained of success, and because the result of pro- 
jects some time since in operation were not loiown. 

Interest was making with the governor of Porto 
Farina and the Sapitapa, to influence the Bey into 
the measure, and the prospect was considered not 
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tfhfStf desperate though not Mattering; I had as- 
sured the Sapitapa^ that^ if he would proeure a final 
settlemetit and discharge pf all demands for any sum 
short of ninety thousand dollars^ he should be entitle^ 
to receive ten tfaousa»d dollars promptly^ in consider-^ 
ation of Ills good offices. He seemed much inclined 
to the argument 

On the S8th ult. he gave a dinner at his garden. 
Present, the English and Imperial Consuls, the For-* 
tpguese and Sicuian ambassadors and the Americanr 
agent, besides several principal Turks. In the^ 
fliornin^ of this day I took the opportunity to obtains: 
his decided opinion relative to the cash substitute. 
He gave it, that the project was not feasible : said 
that the Bey had purchased, and was purchasing 
all the ammunition he could proeure : that he had senjt 
vessels to Trieste, Mahon and Spain, for maritime 
and military stores, such«is he expected from Amer- 
ica, without being able to procure them. That he 
w;as sending to Gibralter and England with the same 
views : That the delinquency of the United States 
had occasioned great disappointoient ; particularly 
4o at Hbt present crisis. It had operated"^ to retard^ 
and indeed to defeat, plans of national defence and 
anterprise, the entire execution of which depended 
on these munitions of war. . He was authorized a- 
gain to declare ihat no sum of money would be con- 
sidered an equivalent to the regalia. He hoped, if 
the tiniber could not be procured immediately, (fori 
told him it was yet growing on the sources of our 
rivers,) that the guns, ammunition, pitch, tar, rosin, 
cordage and such other articles as are to be found in 
our magazines, would be forwarded without delay. 
^ It is worthy of remark here that while we were at 
dinner a body of Turks came armed to the garden, 
and even into the court yard, and demand^ money^^ 
alledging that the government having made peace 
with every body had reduced them to famine ; hut 
they were resolved not to starve ! This circumalance 
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eonSkmM tte opilikak hei^etofofrQ advAMed (kit tib^ 
f BMiBt be l^ioos^ttpoii BMM body.' 

On (he 89th^ the PoHngaeir at^ Steitiaii mrnhM^. 
iftdM^ embarked fbr tiii;||#||9pte1lT^ tlM 

faritaerJiavUig etmcluded a ^iief with «41[Uk« i^genc^ 
jbr threes yeara^ the kittetdtfrnigthe prefidbf war im 
£ur(^. This t^ised a new spectre of alaam to: my 
visibn. What now i^ to Uo^k the eorsairet idltb-^ 
out the Straits ? What M^ shall MaAbv tihem &^K 
emisins frra^ tiie Cap^ of Good H<^e to the OrkiM^ 
islands? E^Ajriahd is in a kind of allianee witk. 
thein ; and France will not oppose thclf ootnige a^: 
gainst Americans^ I resolved therefore onc6 HKfr^ta 
tee the Bey and pnljb^ if possible^ theprcjeet of acask 
payment : aoeo^ihglyr bn the 4th of July I Waited 
on him at his palace, and requested Urn to . sipli 
what SU9I of mofteyf Would satisfy his claiml aaad 
cancel all his demands ? He laccmically al|AwcEr«)d 
^^^ No sum whatever. You need not thinkyimore rf 
'it.^ He 6bsefved ikiit his minister had c^wununi- 
aated to hini my proposals oa this s^bjept^ a^id h^ 
received liis instructions to give me a eon^uc^ve iuad 
final answt^r to them, which ' he presumed had been 
done. I said the Minister had made the eMMlitatv 
Nation, but as he W«s daily lessening the mtobet of 
bis enemies, and ^ course dimhiisfaii^ tibe neeeasilf 
<tf these munitions c^ War>I hopc^ it would pi^dnee 
ttotives to dispense with thenv for a cashequivaient : 
' %vd as he inn&sted oh ft e stipulated atticles^ I hoped 
he would consider the impediments which might 
retard their arrival and would prolong the time. He 
said it Would be early enough to enter upon this sub^ 
ject after the siven time shall have expired. 

I now consider that my ultimatum, agreeably to 
instructions, has been proposed in a manner best 
calculated to insure sticcess, but finally rejecte . 
It remains with the exertions of the United Stat< s 
to preserve th^ peace. Every thing conspires i ) 
confirm my suspicion that the regency does not wis i 
it, and that the commerce of the- United States i 8 
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iA»M«i^ oat M the vietim of Tttniasuui piraey. I 
thought I had exhausted- the subject of^kis suspicion 
in «iy last letter, but n^ evidence appemrs to sup- 
pB^ tt. The Spaniards are individually intriguhig 
WeBeti it, that tliey may avert the storm which low* 
iis mpon them ; and the secret agency of the French 
k thrown into this scale of influence. Should the 
Republic obtain a separate peace with tiie Ottoman 
ettifHte, which is projecting, the event is most certain, 
unless, by our own means, we can counteract the 
plot : for the Jews, who have laved us deeply hith^ 
fffrt^f having much more depending with liie French 
tibin with the United States, wul withdnw their 
J^enily qffices from us. Besides, their percents on 
iMtns and brokerage and their profits as bankers di- 
ndtdshing, they may calculate a mwe profitable spec^ 
fiAatkm on American prizes than American commis^ 
sions :*for, individually and collectively, tfa^yare— 
Jews ! ^ • 

To ^emenaces of war I have hitherto feigned a 
voice of indifference, and, I believe, have impiressed 
H' convietion of the truth of this disposition in my 
governmient. But in this I have had to effect an 
entire revolution of sentiment ; tw the abject came- 
leon w)m> preceded me held no language but that of 
humility and supplication^ Pcdicy dictated this de^ 
patture from his example, and the opinion is deeply 
imiiressied in my mind thftt policy Will dictate to'the 
United States to suptiprt me in this position, unless 
they have reasons for *relapsiiig into disgrace here> 
and for submitting to be plunde^d. 

Should an armed force accompany the regalia in^ 
to this sea, it should take the aj^earance of a con- 
voy. This would appreciate tte merit of our .exer- 
tions, and, without menace, M'ill have the effect of 
chastisement. But if the Bey should persist in his 
demand of Jewels, and if there be no alteriiative but • 
an equivalent or a rupture, how am I to govern my- 
self? 

19 
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On 30th and Slst ultimo^ 4he Bey called npon nUi 
(he consuls of the trih'utarg nations, (among then; 
the ^American !) and demanded of thbir courts^ 
ihroagh them^ immediate supplies of naval storcsii^ 
Of me he had the moctesty only to demand that I> 
without delay, should charter a ship for America to 
bring out the naval stores. Said, by a report of his 
Admiral, governor of Porto Farina, and of his naval 
constructor^ he was informed, that he had not a sin- 
gle plank nor a spar in his magazines. I consumed 
three days at the palace on the affair, and left the , 
Bey where he started. 

Nothing can be added to the communicatioB# 
heretofore made to «inforce the necessity of expa^i^ 
tiop in forwarding ihe regalia. I have prevailed on 
the Bey to forbear till the first of January, and have 
insisted on the impossibility of returns from Amevi-^ 
ca till Febroary. The earliest information ei\\^ 
provision, &c. making, may be useful to me. I have 
uniformly found the Bey a reasonable and indeed 
accommodating man. But the Sapitaparr-<^wmt 
corsaires, and Famin is his-— slave ! 

. Tunis^dtii Oct. 1790^ 
*■ The Bey of Tunis i^ll hdids an imperious tcoe. 
I can add little on this subject to the communications 
already.forwarded, but a confirmaticm that nothing 
will secure our peace here but implicit concessions to all 
tie demands of the reeency, or fonnidable resistance^ 
leaving resolved to know whether any relaxation of 
the Bey^s claims could, by any means, be obtained, I 
waited on him in his palace yesterday, and proposed 
that he should receive in lieu of the jewels demand- 
ed, the amount of ten thousand dollars in such arti- 
cles as he should chuse to commission for from En* 
fiand. He answered that he was not a merchant ; 
e knew nothing of the value of ihe regalia ; they 
were the usance ; and he should neither abate nor 
commute. 
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'l^tMi in, the regalia have been stipulated by the 
^rop^ agent of the United Statesi^ and the govern- 
nent have bo alternative but to ratify the uct or go 
to war. The ftrst of Janfiary is declaised to be the 
4diiniate moment of forbearance for the maritime and 
militaiy regalia: the jewels three months later. 
This being the situation of oor affiurs here^ I have 
thought prudent to communicate a caution to the dif- 
Ibrent Consuls in the Mediterranean : it may also be 
prop^ to cause the communication to be made pub- 
lic in the United States. 

The project of a war with Spain has evaporated. 
A secret accommodation between the Consul and the 
Bey has reconciled the latter. France^ though at 
wary is not less secure in her intrigues than her 
atrength. The king of the two Sicilies has a truce. 
Tlie ^her Italian states and Malta have foreign pro- 
iectioB. There is not then upon all the coast of the 
Mediterranean a single corsaire in which the vul- 
ture of Tunis can fix his talons. He views his prey 
in the west. My suspicions of the hostile dispodition 
of this regency towards tiie United States are sup- 
ported by testimony which renders the fact unequiv- 
ocal. The late Ambassador from this to Algiers was 
chai^d to intimate to the Dey^ that '^ the Bey^ having 
limited the period of his forbearance with the United 
States to six months from the departure of their A- 
gent's dispatches^ trusts the Dey would not interfere^ 
if, a^ter ti^ lapse of said period, in case of failure on 
the part of tibie United States, b^ should adk>pt strong 
measures.'' This is 8^d to have excited some agi- 
tation at that court, and to have drawn from the Dey 
professions of his friendship towards us : but noth- 
ing appears in his dispositions to evidence any oppo- 
sitaon to the measure. When one sound argument 
can be introduced founded in facts, or in the interest 
er good faith of the Dey of Algiers, to induce his ef- 
fectual interference in behalf of the United States, 
then let us rely on this interference : but if. facts, no 
hns than circumstances, ^o to prove the contrary, let. 
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uBnoha^S^ b» amused. li^ not Algiers allied with 
Tunis by bloody religion, homfr^ f there is honor at 
moug thieves^ J and by the doser tiet of interest ? The 
same instant that the ambassador made this commn- 
nieaticm he put into the hands of the Dey a present, 
valued in ITunis at thirty thousand and seven hm- 
dred dollars ; being the amount of the annuid tribute^ 
and exteaordinary regalia* Tbi» was, of itself,* 
sufficient to compose the soul of the Fi^t^nt Beast 
at that moment, if he had seen the whole Chris- 
tian world . inveloped in defiAroetion* But the Dey 
dares not use his influence for us if disposedi What ! 
Turk. betray the interest of Turk. Mussulman cut 
the throat of Mussulman $ and pirate oppose the in- 
terest of allied pirate, to aid the interest of infidels, 
dogs, slaves ! for his life be dares not ! He would see 
revenge and death brandish^ against him on the 
blade of every Mussulman's otagan. I affirm, tibai he 
has no s^ious inclination to aid chit measures hen. 
It is ascertained that the important UMerSy put nto 
the hands of Mr. Gathcart and myself to insure the 
success of our negociation here and at Tripoli, ware 
merely letters of civility and calculated to amuse ns. 
What else did they avail ? , * * n^ * m 
Dn the aoth Septen^ber, Hassen Alzeri was stna- 
gled by the Bey ! This vimng prince was the de- 
scendant in tlie third degree in the right line from 
the predecessor of the father of the present B^. 
He mA been confined from infancy in Algiers, nntil 
about sev^n years ago, when he made his esaape 
hither by the agency of the Bey, under the appear- 
ance of friendship ; butnuire probably to acquire a 
more immediate ascendency over his life and for- 
tune. The soldiers who were ordered to seise him 
durst not approach .him. Hethr^tvaway his arms 
and said, advance ! What alarms you ? They con- 
ducted him io the place of execution. The mutes 
approached him with caution. Execute four or- 
^8, cowards ! said he ; and snatching the cord 
fjt)Bi their hands and placing it about his neck, apd 
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pottiigUit hands bejhmd lum^ ordend tbent to tie 
hUii* Looking upon hb friends^ who stood about 
hiniy hR said ; If 1 have wronged ftm, forgive me : I 

S) to Ihe tomb qf myfaliiers ; and was^ stmngled. 
e was eondacted in a cart to that tomb without a 
.single follower. About the same time a slave was 
btti^adoed to death in the palace. Hamuda Bash" 
ato is considered a mild priuee. * * * * * 

The special reasons which induced Doctor Shaw 
to leave the Sophia^ I leave to him to detail. They 
were such as I ^^nsidered would at least justify me 
in countenancing the measure ; especially as it ap- 
peared to be the result of an arrangement made by - 
Captain Gieddes himself, and founded in a settled 
animosity between the officers of the brig, and the 
Doctor. I have continued his pay agreeably to his 
appointanent up to the Slst of August last ; and have 
given him reason to expect it to be continued until 
he shall have arrived at the seat of government, and 
shall have delivered these dispatches with which he 
is charged. My inducements for sending him at 
itkis moment, and in this manner, to America, are to 
eommunicato to government certain and correct in- 
formation of the existing state of affairs here, and to 
use the measure as an argument for further forbear- 
ance, if necessary. I believe the step dictated by 
the best policy, under existing ciieumstances ; hope 
it may receive the anprobation of government, and 
produce the intendea effects. It has the concur- 
rence of the Consul at Algiers in the following 
words. *^ I much approve of all you have done rel- 
ative to forwarding Doctor Shaw : I hope it will fa- 
eilitate the stipulations.^' Mr. Shaw has talents 
and integrity which may be rendered very useful to 
the public and the world, if suitably patronized. 

6th Dec. 17m. 
With inftnke satisfaction I have the honor to in-* 
form you that within a few days our affairs have as- 
sumed a new and promising aspect Since the de- 
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J parture of Doctor Bfaaw for America on the 17th Oc- 
tober^ I have paid court to the vanity and avarice, 
(predomioant passions) of the Sapitapa ; and hav0 
at lengtli persuaded hirn^ what is undoubtedly true^ 
that he would find Ms real interest more secure in a^ 
commercial intercourse than in a war with the Unit- 
ed States ; and that Americans would be his eafeat. 
carriers to Spain^ where he has opened an^^xtensive 
commerce, ihe ships of all other nations beipg inter* 
ifupted either hy the belligerent powers of £lurope or 
by the corsaires of Algiers* I observed to him that 
the couditions of these advantages were known to 
him ; that I had, dRring the sh(^ time of my resi^ 
dence here, received propositions from the American 
consul at Leghorn and Barcelona, to introduce a txade 
here ; and also {^plications from two American mas- 
ters of vessels, to get them freight here : in reply to. 
wIhcIi I had stated to them the articles of our trea^ 
^ : since which I had heard no more on the subject 
It M'as only necessary to inform my countrymen that 
they were not equally respected here with other na- 

' tions, to determine them against coming here, let the- 
considerations of individual profit be what tbey< 
would. He now experienced the truth of what 1, 
eight months ago declared to him ; that no Amert- 
can mercliantman would ever enter a pcHrt of Tui|is, 
unless compelled, juntil they should be informed that 
the terms of our trAty were more favorable. 

The Bapitapa acknowledged a propriety in my 
observations ; expressed an earnest desire to employ 
Americans as carriers to Spaing and intimated Ms 
opinion, that if the regalia arrived in season, there 
would then he no impediment to an arrangement of 
©ur affairs more satisfactorily. He promised to open 
the subject to the Bey, and to give it his support.--*- 
He entered very candidly into a detail of the causes 
which had embarrassed our negociations here, which 
jshall a,ppear at large on my journal, but which may 
be reduced here to two words^ French intrigue tai^ 
Jeivish injiieUty. 
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I saw the Bey this morning, and have his promise 
for forbearance sixty days. In the mean time, it is 
hoped, we may have arrivals from America. Famin 
has tried to insinuate that the government of the U^ 
nited States have no serious intentions of fulfilling 
their engagements vnth Tunis. He has not succeed- 
ed.— That slave has been a thorn in my side. But 
he has now no influence at court. The Bey's family 
physician infonned me, a few days since at dinner 
with me, that the extraordinary demand for jewels 
was actually projected by him, (Famin) and stipu- 
laied after my arrival at Tunis. That the Sapita- 
pa hesitated to introduce it, as it had not been stated 
in any of his former communications : and that 
Fanutt told him not to hesitate, he (Famin) could 
find document to support the demand. I have uni- 
fbrmly treated this French 'pirate with polite atten- 
tion, taking care to keep the commanding grounds, 
till I have finally defeated all his projects of mis* 
chief : and if nothing interfere with my present 
afrangements, have now a flattering prospect af ulti- 
mately terminating our affaii^s with this Regency, 
more favorably to the interests of the United States, 
and more conformably to the instructions of the gov- 
ernment. 

Three things have operated to produce this change 
of projects, at court, 1. Doct. Shaw's departure to 
America ; S. the Bey's pursuasion that the United 
States after obtaining a peace with France, will 
s€nd a fleet into this sea ; 3. The Sapitapa^s desire 
to employ American carriers. 

EfXTRACTS from Mr. Eaton's Journal. 

May 4<th. The Sophia, Captain Henry G^eddes, 
sailed for America. 

§5" Mustapha Coggea, the Prime Minister, and 
the Sapitapa, keeper of the great Seal, are both 
daves to the regency of Tunis, were brought from 
Georgia in Asia, and sold for money. The latter 
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was porchMedby the Governor of Ifax^ and remain- 
ed in his house till the Bey was smitten with Mi 
charmSy and demanded him of his master. They 
became rene^ados at an early period. The former 
is a brave^ diseeming, humane old man^ of course 
generous of heart and liberal of sentiment : the lat- 
ter a sly^ designings avaricious beast, and of course 
bigoted. 

On their decease the property of both escheats to 
the Bey. 

14^A. Feast o/Biram. All the consuls visited the 
Bey except the American, who excused himself^ 
having three days before fallen from a horse and 
lamed himself in the — wiU / 

Last evening the governor of Porto Farina renew- 
ed his application for a present, through a friend ; 
intimated that all nations paid him this compliment 
on sending out a new consul. Delicacy hindered 
his personal application. He is a man of the first 
influence among Tunissian governors. * * * 

20th. Walked to Carthage : sat off at 6, A. M. 
and arrived half past eight. Rambled among the 
ruins till half past twelve, and arrived in Tunis at 
4, P. M. Mercury stood at 96. The Moors were 
reaping their com. ***** 

June ^9t:The old Count Porcela, Sardinian Am- , 
bassador, concluded a stipulation for the payment of 
a redemption of the captives of St. Piere, and all the 
Christian Consuls were desired to be present to wit- 
ness the contract. I had for a number of days been 
afflicted with an affection in my head wliich had in- 
duced me to wear, under my hat, a Turkish cap 
made of fine wool died red. On entering the porch 
of the palace, I was informed that I could not be 
admitted to the presence of the Bey with this cover. 
I stated my reasons for wearing it. He returned for 
answer that no ambassador ever came before lum cov- 
ered ; and as it was the usance of the palace, if I could 
dispense with it till I had passed the usual ceremoni- 
al salute, I might immediately put it on again. I a- 
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gre^d. But tliye Sapitapa^ availiiig of Ibis opportu- 
nity to give himself consequence^ sent me word that 
it was not customary for Consuls to appear before 
li^m neither covered. I replied^ that as usual I 
^ould take off my hat ; but did not feel inclined to 
take off my cap^ as it was inconvenient. Some ii^- 
termediate imparlance took place. We both main- 
tained our positions ; till he sent me word that if I 
would not concede the point I could not see him. 
By G^*, I will not see him ! I am not come hither to 
be insulted by the Sapitapa. When he wishes to see 
me he will send for me^ said I^ and bowing apology 
tp the consuls^ turned on my heels^ walked to my 
carriage^ mounted and ordered the Moor to drive off. 
This, however trifling, was a subject of much 
speculation to the Consuls. Those who had the 
misfortune to be born in the country, gazed with as- 
tonishment. The others stifled a laugh. ^^ Who is 
this American ?'' said the Sapitapa. ^^ You must 
know,'' said the British Consul, '^ that he'^is a repre- 
sentative of an independent and a brave nation, who 
descended from the English^ and you will do well 
to be reconciled to him.'' 

S^fA. On the S7th, I received a polite invitation 
to dine with the Sapitapa at his garden, in company: 
with the English and Dutch Consuls, the Portu- 
guese and Sicilian ambassadors, the Bey's principal 
physician, and a number of principal Turks. A 
thing which very seldom happens^ 

SQth. Received a letter from the palace express- 
ing the Bey's wish to see me there tomorrow morn- 
ing early. ^ 

SOth. Five in the morning, at the palace. The 
Bey demanded that I shonW immediately charter a 
vessel to the United States, to expedite put the 
stores ; said he had not a spar nor a plank in his 
magazines ; recapitulated the old song of grievance 
and delay ; and insisted on this measure with a tone 
of imperiousness. 

16 
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tnUoa ; 4cNibl;ed this $iiice|i^ pf our gpyernmeiM;* ai|4 
fuspeetfid itt them w inti^tion of ^ya9ion ; 9iad thr^^ 
month? of the time of forbearimee h^d Q^lreandy eUpar 
ed ; luid^ cQuoUngiyUh Wi fiHger^, fi^i^^ ^^ Koyem- 
her ! Jf ypu i^rill Bot eomply with my demand^ and 
the refff^lia do not appear by the ftrat of I^ovemher^ 
% shiul ta^e $teps toi repoyer lor myself suitahle^ 
damage? for the disappointment'^ t addressed bi# 
f easoja^ tffr he is reii.lly i^ yery r^asopable man^ stated 
^^ d«te of the Sopl^a^i^ departure from Algiers^ thr 
foutfhe tQQi^j and the prpb^^le time of the yoyage; 
jmd pled^d myself that the regalia would he for* 
imirded without delay* He seemed dissatisfied. A 
project presented, t prcQNised taking a passage my- 
self tq Ameriea to hnrry on the stores ; imagining 
that if P&'ce off^ he eould not honorably use yiolenee 
9gl4nst us till he should at least hear from me* . The 
stratagem succeeded. He saw not the object ; clos- 
ed with the phtii J and I engaged to embark in fiye 

d«r«- 
July Sist. At the palace. Made arrangements fqr 

the msJiffgement of our affairs^ and announced Dr. 
Shaw W charged.— Took leave. 
. 4^^;^^^^ 1^* Fi^e^ A. M.. at the palace. After 
much interlocutory cpnveraationj, the Bey intimated 
doubts of the proprie^ of proceeding on the vdya^ ; 
wd with^ much fairness^ stated the oligections which 
su^ested themselves : thought, on the whole, it 
Would be better to suspend the enterprise till J should 
hear from America ; and i^eed to wait patiently till 
the first of Januaij. * * ^ * * 

If the United States persist in resi^ai/on ani 
passive ebediejicef they wul find that ^^ Qui se fait 
hrehis le lonp le mange/' He who makes himself a 
sheep must expect to be devoured by the wolf. 

August 5th. The Tunissians have little or no liti- 
gation^ because they have no attornies amo^g them. 
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T^bBf Mve ti0 ddittiMitie seaiidal «tod mS^^Ubbr- 
bdbd Mckerin^, bec&nse tliey dhnt tip their Hfouieii. 

^elr yoangmerB ar^ muscular^ athldi^ hal^ abd 
^irtetptizmg^ beemse they have na aeeem t^ iiiebiia- 
tibn aftd veii«ry. 

Their ukan^ed meii are hieri and dtimei^tic^ bihtg 
jBl^tMitt^d a plurality of wiv^ they are always re- 
filled aiid fofever jealom : and^ being in ^ pierpet- 
ual habit of dmorm^ tobaocor^ thc^y hare an et^ra«i 
ipWmeiisity to sleep. , 

GoQgidered as i i^on^ tiiey are d^lorably 
wretched, because they have no property in the mm 
to inspire an ambition td cultivate it. They are ab- 
ject Slaves to the despotism of their govetmnent ; and 
ihey are htiniilitt^ by tyranny the worst of all ty- ^ 
ncnnies, the despotisttr of priestcraft. They live in 
l^ore 6(4eiftn fear of the friir^iid of a bigot who fM$ 
fbeen dead and rotten above a ihonsand yeairs^ than 
of the living despot whose frown wouM cost tfcem 
their lives. 

Their manners are simple, their living tempe^te, 
juad their ^onvefsafioa g^seralljr wiibcmt dissimnla** 
tibn. They have no mtdnighi revels ; no aBsaiilts 
iind batteries, and very seldom assasf matidnisr. The 
deplorable wretchedness which alw^s attached it- 
dtV to sediiotio^, and which so freqnently wonndt 
the eye of sensibility hi every village iik the Chriii- 
iian world, is uilknown h^r^ : because iSbsRj imyais^ 
Mi their girls. 

MakimB at fiAMtiDA Bashaw, Bi&ftrf Tunltf, 
{worthy a Christian Prinee.J 

Sever judge the cause <rf t^f fiend .-for, howevei: 
|ust, suspicion will proiwrince it partiality t 

Have no intimacy with the sr^ mm of the kft^- 
dbm, lest they gain ant ascendenc^^ over the ndhd, 
aird divert the attentSnn from the ^ie9 <tf kindness 
and eouity ^oW^ards the common subject* 

Sul^r no fees to be received for admiMiritratiott of 
Justice ; lest avariciou£i men should devisb means U 
jaake a commerce of it 
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Admit no advoeaies, because simple stateinenfai 
generally lead to the clearest troths. * * * ^i| 

lltib. Some good friend Imd informed the Bey 
that I had an elegant Grecian mirror in my housed 
To day he sent a request for it, pretending thai he 
wanted it for the cabin of his pleasore boat^ now a- 
bout to be lannched. So it is. If the Consuls have 
a good piece of furniture, or any other gdod thing 
which* strikes with the Bey^s fancy, he never hesi- 
tates to ask for it : and they have no- alternative bat 
to give it. They have suffered this to become us- 
tmce also. 

iSith. Sent the Bey the n^irror. 

The following copy of a Letter front •Mmiral Nrl- 
> soN^jnvcured^JIIr.QATfiOAwrandsentto'EATO^f 
though not connected Hfiih Ike present stdjecty is a 
n mriosity well worth preservation and perusal. 



Sis, 



Vmguard, Pqlermo^ April 28fA, 1799. 



WHEN I recttved your Hi^mess^s 
letter hy vCapt. Hardy/ of the Vanguard, I was re- 
joiced to find that you had renounce^ the treaty you 
had impmdcnqs^ entered into with some of the ^nis- 
Baries of Generil Buonaparte, that man of blood, 
that despciler of Ihe weak, that enemy of all good 
Mussulmen ; for like Sktan he only flatters that he 
may the more easily destroy. And it is true timt 
since the year 4789, all Frenchmen are exactly of 
the same disposition. I bad sent your letter to the 
great King my nup^ter ; I had done the same to the 
grand Signior ; for I never believed that your high- 
ness would say a word that was qot most strictly 
true ; a lie is impossible for a true Mussulman to 
tell ; at least, I had always believed so. What 
then must have been my astonishment, to have heard 
from his Britanic Majesty^s Consul General, Mr. 
Jjucas, that, the moment the Vanguard sailed, the 
^p'rench Consul and all the French were liberated ; 
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aai alflo the l^reiicb Teasels in pari rilowed to fit 
fin* sea ; and one^ to my knowledge^ had sailed for 
Malta. Why will yoor t^ghmess be thus led astray 
by evil counsellors^ who can hare no other otject in 
tlew^ but yonr ruin. ' ■ . i 

Your htgfaness knows that although a poweifU 
sqnadron of Portugaese ships has been since last Auh 
gast under my eomn^nd ; tlmt by every means in 
my power^ th«^ hare been prevented from cfaisins 
against the ships of yoor highness, or from a^roach- 
ing your coast. > 

It is now my doty to speak out, and notto be mis- 
understood. That Nelson, who has hitherto kept 
your powerful enemy from destroying you, can and 
wiUr let them loose upon you, unless the following 
terms are, in tito hours^ complied with : viz. that 
the French Consul and Vice Consul, and every 
Frenchman, are delivered onboard her most faithful 
Majesty's ship Alphonso, to Commodore Campbell, 
in two hours from Mr. Lucas setting his foot on 
shore. 

< That hostages are also sent on board to remain 
till every Frenchman in the st«te of Tripoli shall be 
sent off, which shall not exceed four ^ys. N. R 
There shall be no reservation or «riek about the 
French Consul at Tripoli : he shaU be on boaird in 
two hours fro^ the demand being made. 

All French vessels, or vessels pretended to be 
taken from the French, shall be destroyed in two 
hours. , These terms complied with, Cosmiodore 
Campbell will, as he has4one upon the passage, re- 
frain from taking your vessels, until his arrival at 
Palermo. If tib^e prcq^ terms are not eomplied 
with, I can no longer prevent the ships of her most 
faithful Majesty from acting with vigor against your 
hidliness. 

X our highness will, without difficulty, write me a 
letter, the substonce of wMch wUl foe dictated by 
Mr. Lucas : you will also, as a convincing proof of 
your detestati<m of the evil councils \vhich have been 
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^M ui^ or 

j^m ytm hf Vikmeii JSHAn, ymir Capi of th« Fbrt 
dither eaus^ Idm Id bid ddiT^red to GomiftodcM 
Catipbcill^ that I may trend him to Gonsftantindpl^j 
4t Aigpon^ of Moi in dti6h a manner that he tskky for- 
ever be incapable of giving your highneis any ad- 
tide ; t6t hi# heart is dO blaek that I am infonhed 
Ya can give yon nd ^OQd« 

Todr highness wiH^ 1 am eonfldenty approve of 
the ofnen and unreserved manner of tbini letter^ and 
consider it as a preof of the honest, uprighf nit^ntidni 
of the great MONAACH whom I have the honor of 
MTVittg ; anfd that ii comes fro9n your Ughness^sl 
Mo8t attachi^ 
andMthM Strtant^ 
fSigneiJ NELSOK. 
Mix Hton^iss^ ike 
Ba^uaw of ttipolL 

Die. iSthy 1799. 
ToMit^PiCKEa^ifG, 

On the <ltfa ins«atit I had the faonor td ittfOTA you 
of the Bdore favorable jprospect of Otfr affairs. I no# 
eonftrm that iqifoi^mation. The principal eatlse Of 
which is flie hltei^st which the Sapitapa views lA fiisr 
iiiture employment of American bottoms to can^ ttft 
him to Spain, all ofi^rs of neutral jiciwenii being in 
>dang^r from the Al^erines. This circumstance 
^romis^s an issue of our negociations coi^r^spondin^ 
with the wishes of our government, provided the ife- 
^lia arrive before a negociation for a peace be s<$t 
on foot in Europe ; ih which case we shall have to 
combat the whole commercial influence of France. 

The Bey's Chamberlaitit dined with me. Ait» 
pl^ng him plentifully with "v^ine he ran over the Com- 
mencement and progress of the American affairs. 
Said, after my arrival at Bisei'te, Famin i^as con- 
stantly atBar^o, importuning the Bey to refuse me 
ah audience, stating the infidelity and ingratitude of 
^he IMted States in general^ and particularly as it 
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^1^ tbM tU^ iwoyatioii upw tbeir c«tiiUi9)Hiifal 
made here^ of a. Cmsiil, WM 9ii40ii)»M1]r ai«iW9'«t^ 
«Qia« eYMion of f^IfiUmc tbe mgngoiPQttU s^pnliMed 
lijr treatjr ; imd urging we s9rvi^8 hfi bad v»9^ic4 
and was always ready to faudw Us !Exi^ll»ifsgB. 
^e Ss^tapa itrn^ in fovor of Famin. TIia o)d Min*- 
leter Mu3tapha C^ggf^ was agaiiui the mearare* 
The ^er balanced two or thiee di^s ; and then aar 
awe^red Famin; ^^ Ton have told im tepeatiMUy that 
you were appointed by the Prince of Ameriea Ua 
Consul General near me, and that by the firnt artii^^ 
yon should receive your cred^itials : Instead of Uiia 
yon now mtw» me that America has deceitfully snp- 
planted you, and their proper Cwsul is now in on& 
of my ports ; and you demand of mo in avenge jmt 
wrong by rdTuung this agent a heiurin& I do not 
huow bi^ all you have told me istnie ; but I am apr 
prehensive yoEu have not told me aU that is bme : thia 
(Consul at least may throw Mght in my path ; and it 
will be early ei^ough to send him back when I shall 
have examined wl^therhe te the messenger of mod 
or of evil. At any rate, you connot be accremted 
nny longer as the representative of that njttion, unless 
you produce the credentials which you hav^ so often 
assured me were made out for yon-^' 

Famin then offered the Bapitam to double tha twt 
of bis house, if he would consent to let him ciU iawn^ 
the^ American flag and remain ui it. The Sapitapa 
ijacUned both towards Famin and the rent :.b^t his 
ambi^ou of having the Amencanflag %ing upon his 
house, overcame his avarice and his frieudship- 

After iny arrivaV Fiiwin took every occasion of 
my absence from Kardo, to be there ; and to inft^reo 
flie idea of the ii^delity of the Umted States. ^ai4< 
they were the dupes of Algiers ; that their Consul 
Was nothing but a vice Consul, subject to the Consul 
general at Algiers, and only plaiied h?^re as a spy : 
that the Const^l genend was no other than a silave to^ . 
the Dey of Algiers, >rho merited rathey to be coas^r 
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ered^tn infltnimeat of the Il^y than a;ffiMfgQ inkf^ 
t€r : and tiiat he had actoallgr consigned the vice Gom 
gill here to Bradl^ the Algmne Yieki). 

To which the Bey answered^ ^^ Patience .^ tisie 
proves all things. I must receive the proper miaisH 
ler of the American Prince.^' , >. 

/I^s chamberlain is the hunMefrwnd of the Bej^ 
who has been twenty two yearn in this service; and^ 
thongh his freedom has been given him^ he prdSBrar 
his place to returning^ to Europe. He is harmless^ 
friendly, and generally silent : but is vulnerable in 
hishead! 

Jan. ±9ty 1800. 
' On the S7th December^ I received a letter from 
Mr. O'Brien^ inclosing a copy of a letter from JUr, 
Smith, at Lisbon^ which stated that the frigates, U- 
nited States and Constitution, were about to sail for 
the Mediterranean in August last ; and that they 
were probably to have in charge the articles intend^ 
for the Regeiicies, This information I immediately 
communicated to the Bey ; adding, that he shouM 
tie sattsfted that the regalia were ui^er way : hoped 
it would arriye in January. 

Feb. isty 1800. ^ 
Sir, 

Since informing the Bey, by the authority of Mr.. 
Smith's letter to Capt. O'Brien, that the articles in- 
tended for the regency of Tunis were under way, I 
have been only once at the palace. This aadi^Qce 
was consumed in talking of the length of the voyage, 
Inclemency of the season, and inconstancy of the 
winds. 

I have no doubt of amusing the Bey until certain* 
intelligence arrive concerning the expected regalia ; 
provided this information arrive before the spring 
season invite the corsairs to sea. 

March ist, 1800. 

My last audience with the Sapitapa assured him 
that our vessels, destined for the regencies, were put 
in quarantine at Listton. I know not what to make 
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mif inAttfsamt. ThiskaiiMxiowttisBmt A 
atom i« gatkeiiiig. Nothing eaa be added ^ thfi 
TokminooB ve^Kirts already made on this aid^eeL 
Unlens flMMthiteg i^pewr for oa^ a ahort tiflM will 
fwove that my eonjeetorea have been bat too i^^^fwte 
aad my ^lanns but too well grounded. Bia Imowtt 
at the palaee that there are forty American meiehani^ 
i^mt at anchor in the peart oi Iie^om : and aevenly- 
firnr daya have brought informajtion from America af 
ttie 4ea& of the illnatrkras General Waahingtoi^ via* 
Be^era. These communieationfl^ and every other 
eoneetning us^ are made by Famin to the Sapltapa« 
Tlie conehtaion is natural ; ^^ the United Stales can 
aa safely and as exfeditbualy send ahipa to Tunis as 
to Leglftoni. 

JUa/rch Sm^ 1800* 

The copy of a lettnr to Mr. Appleton^ herewith 
inclosed^ requires no ex^anation. It may smgest 
to the department of State whether there would not 
be a propriety in eautioning the Consuls of the Unit* 
^d States against too liberal a diffusion of the prim-^ 
hges of Jlmerican oiiissemskip. It is not unpossible^' 
however, that Alberganty, a native Italian, may be 
among Judge M'K-n^s American citizens, as he was 
certainly in America, Philadelphia, in 1796,. and is a * 
blustering Jaeoyn; 

Policy has indulged me to grant Famin a letter of 
piotection ; but I have since obtained proofs so in- 
controvertible of his fraudulent negociatian; and 
hafve such evidence of his persevering intrigues to 
defeat the success of our measures with this regency $ 
that, the moment our aflhirs will admit of the step, I 
will withdraw that protection, denounce him a.t the 
palace, and to the world. This will arrest the prog* 
ress of his mischief as an American citizen, and will 
prevent his doing further injuries to us in a character 
which has attached to him more credit than hid per* 
sonal merit. But it will draw upon m^ the full ex* 
ercise of his malignity. The most which can result 
from it is assassination ; to exeetite which, I do not 
17 
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Aottbt his dii^itiim^ if he had coura^ to atteuipt ittU 
A maH; who could dance in the rains, on hearing of 
the ai^asdnation of his principal, Bobespiere, may; 
be suspected of any thing. I am, however, at all 
times propared against a ruffian. Herculais^ com^ , 
mission was signed by Robespiere ; his measuresi 
here, were dictated by the Frrach policy of that ty-. 
rant^s day : and Famin was selected, by Herculais^ 
fifom among.a hundired^ther Frenchmen^ as the mosi 
auitahle character to push those measures) and em- 
barrass the United States. There lives not unhung 
a character more false, a knafe more abandoned, 
nor a villain more abject, than our cidevant agent^ 
l^re. Mr. Barlow's faith in Hercnlais, and emse-^ 
quent confidence in his agent here^ is, perhaps^ a^ 
mong.tbe ineosplicable errors to which goei men are 
sometimes incident. 

I waitpd on the Bey yesterday. Ke permitted me 
tQ kiss his hand : frowned a menace^ and said not a» 
dngle word to nse. 

Mr. PicKEEiNG to Eaton. 

Dejjartment of Siate^ 
PhUadelvhiay Jan. 17f/e^i800. 

. I have reserTCd fw a separate letti^ the Presi- 
dent's determination on the subject of the Jewels 
demanded by the Bey of Tunis. In his letter to the 
President, of which I inclose you a copy, you will 
see that he persists in his claims : but not in termsieo 
decided as in his conversations with you. Perhaps 
it may be parried, or at least reduced to one half the 
amount Since you wrote, you may have ascertain- 
ed what other powers, as well as Spain, have given 
on similar occasions. I am aware that the delay is 
unfavorable j but if he waits the anival of the Hero, 
with her valuable cargo of naval and military stores^ 
an earnest, besides, that the residue will come, I hope 
he will be softened ; and that you will either do a- 
way his claim or reduce it to a small value in soms^ 
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jot 13be most oonspieuous articles ia his liit. Toa 
will well consider how this affair may be best eoH- 
4aeted; and act as you shall think most advanta- 
geoas for the interest of the United States. It will 
not do to lose our peace with Tunis for the value of 
these presents, x ou suppose the estimate to be ex- 
toayagant : doubtless the articles are set at the Jew 
prices, and that for a much less sum^ they may be 
procured from England. If therefore, you are com- 
pelled to give the presents, secure time enough to 
get them in England. Some must probably be man- 
ufaetured for the purpose : and the whole may re- 
quire a year to be procured. In the mean time, as 
it wants something to be seen, a few articles, laost 
showy, may be procured at Tunis. If he objects to 
the proposed delay, you can answer that the Bresi- 
dent felt a confidence, that on further reflection upon 
all circumstances in relation to the United States, he 
would relinquish the claim, and therefore did -not 
j^ive orders to provide the present, &c. 

^SignedJ 

TIMOTHY Pickering: 

To William Eatq^, M^. 

The PRBSH)BNT of the UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA, 
To HAMOUDA PACHA, BEY of TUNIS, 

THE WELL GUARDED CITY AND ABODE OF 

FELICITY. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 80th of A- 
pril 1790> ansvipering to the Sdth of the Moon Kaada, 
of the year of the Heg^raiSiS'; and take this occa- 
don to express do you my thanks for the attention 
shown to my Deputies, William Eaton and James 
LeanDek Cathcart, who were charged to arrange 
anew with you some articles of the treaty of peace and 
amity between us. It gives me pleasure also that 
jou have received Mr. JC^ton for the Consul of the 
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United States^ a&d assuml to him all the honors^ (&. 
tioction^ and prero^tives^ which the GoQrals of oth- 
er nations enjoy. 1 persaade myself tiiat by hii 
i¥iae and discreet deportment he will 6hew faim«etf 
alike worthy of yotir regards and of my covfideiiMi 
Nothing could be more'gratefiil to methanilw 
expression of your desire^ that in conseqoiyiice of 
these final arrangements^ a commerce solid andlwcriU 
tive, miglit be established ; and that Almighty GM 
would cause to reign^ between our respective natimi^ 
a firm and durable peace. 

Witli respect to the time within which you re*. 
quired that the stipulated stores should be deMvei^ 
I have charged Mr. Eaton to explain to yon the tei- 
possibility of a compliance : and will now 4)nly lArc 
serve^ that of the six months proposed {» tiitktpov^ 
pose, four had elapsed when your letter and die 
ConsuPs dispatches arrived : and tlien a pestilence^ 
raging in some of our principal cities^ by causing the 
inhabitants to flee to the country^ and suspending 
Tinsinessj rendered delays unavoidable. But yo£ 
may re^t assured, that the ensagements I have made 
with you* mbehalf of the United States, will be per- 
form (^d with perfect good faith ; and all the stipulat- 
ed naval and military stores be delivered^ with as 
much dispatch as the great distance of the UnMed 
States, and the time necessary to procure the stores, 
render ijracticable. Your clear and eminent disceiiL- 
ment will see the reasonableness of ttiese observa- 
tions ; and your regard to justice will give ttem 
(heir due weight. 

'^ ' With sentiments of high conaideratiany 

Ireinain your goodfrieiid. 

Jione at JPhiladelpMa, the iOlA dm of January 
(800^ and of ike Independence of^ tlmted AEbdM 
tlie tteentjf fourth year. 

JOHN ADAM«. 
By the President^ 

Timothy Pickering, Secretary of State, 
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i March Uit^ iSOO. 

To Mn Pickering^ 

* Sir, 

• ON the 9#th iwtMi|t{'4P9emyed your eommuHiea- 
ti6B» hy the Sophia,^*ii{id early tiie next mormng 
wimt to the palfiee. After waitiog some time in th6 
i&tkbaa^bery on aecouRt of tiie indisposition of t)ie 
Bey^ who had Ijieen idne days dangerously ill of a 
Inllious pu^id fever, t vf as admitted to an audience ; 
Dftssed the usual formalities and retired into the cham- 
ber of the Minister, (Sapitapa.) I stated to him that 
1 had yesterday reeeived interesting intelligence 
fipom the gore^nment of the United Btates, among 
«ybkh was a letter from the President to the Bey ;, 
and daieiired to be hUarmed when^ if the Bey's health 
wioiild admit, Ijttj^ht ttiake a formal communion- 

" Do yon take us to be di^s V^ said he. ^^ You 
huve at ooe time shewed ns letters from your minister' 
A^ Portugal, at another from your Consul general at 
Algiers ; at another from your Consul at Leghorn : 
»tone pmod your regalia were under convoy of two 
frigaiee ; at another in qimrantine at Lisbon ; and, 
then we are plaeed at our windows with our spy> 
glasses looking for the. arrival of vessels which sail 
mnk. We are no longer to be amused. It is not 
neeessary that yon take Ae trouble of ni formal cpm- 
mnmciUion. I ilow candidly advise you, (a measure 
wUeh has long since been resolved upon,) that the 
Gorsaires^ now bound im a cruise have orders to 
bring in Americans : anil for this purpose, they are 
ottered to crui^ off the eoast of Spain and Fortu- 
gal.v 

' I began an explanation on the inaccuracy of my 
fanner communieations. He interru^ed me, and re- 
peated, that the measure was resolved, and that ex- 
pltnatioiis were needless. 

* Three in number : two , the property of ihe Bey, of 2 6 gun§ 
^ach : one of thf^ Sapitap^, of 20 guns. 
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I regretted that our countrymen sbouM be set J3Pf* 
on each other to shed hkod. Bat, if there were no 
alternative ; no explanatioo to be had : I coutd only 
lament the calamity with .^iii4 cimsolaticm of hav- 
ing used my best ^orte to ^^ert it. I wooUL howA.' 
ever inform him^ with as nioeh eandqr as lie appria&'i 
ed me of the resoliitifiw^ that I had^ long sihee^ plac- 
ed my countrymen on their guard against this event : 
that our merchantmen were weU ai^ed and manned t 
tliat I would vouch for their defending themselves^ 
for that they wese not novices in war^ mid despised 
slavery. His attention was anrested. I t^hanged 
my position, and took up the ex^bnati^Ei. That the 
communications I had before made, were unofficial^ 
predicated upon letters fironai euir aiinisters and cte- 
suls, whose concern for tb& pimrieuifitheitcounfly iak 
duQed them, perhaps^ to pliiiC6i4ft|p implicit reliance 
upon incorrect, ii^omatio^ This I now offend 
was direct from our ^veraiUMjl, including a lettei* 
from pur President, addressed by his own band to 
ihe prince of this Be^Nacy^ ai^eomjpanied by the trea;- 
ty formally ratified^and assoranees from the Brimir 
Minister, that a large -dbip was^now umter way for 
Tunis, laden with naval and military stores; that 
these dispatches also.auiborised me to meet tiie de- 
mand of the Bey >for jewels in a manner which, I 
hoped, would be saMsla^toiQr to blm. 

" It is yery w^U ! This looks a Httle more like 
truth,^^ said ttie minister : ^' but we will not arrest 
the cruise. If we make captures of Americans, we 
:^vill send the Christians (meaning crews) to yifnr 
house ; your vessels to Fwto Farina ; and their car- 
ies we will safely store. They shall be held in se- 
4|aestration a given number of days, in expectation 
of the arrival of y^our regalia so much talked about ^ 
on failure. of which, they shall be gocd fvixe.^^ 

I answered, that a step of this kind, if it went on-^ 
1y to secure the fulfilment of our obligations^ would 
flefeat its own object : my countrymen would not 
yield to it without resistance : and that revenge pxA 
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blood ^would be ^e jberitable eoBs^qtience of at- 
tempting it. I desired^ therefore^ to prevent the e- 
]«ik wbkh mig^ and most eertaiiily would result 
to boA countries from this project, that the Bey 
would see the President's letter, and hear my com- 
munieations. 

He paused. An English gentleman, who wai^ 
with me, and to whom we are obliged, ui^ed the 
remonahleneas of my desire. 
. The minister, after recapitulating his detail of de- 
hys and infidelities, of which we are accused, said,' 
f^ I will see my master tomorrow- The day after> 
if you come to Bardo (the palace) we will decide on 
sometUng.'' 

• Mardb S6f6, elcTen o^clock, A. M. An Americanr 
ship, Camilla, Capt. Samuel Holmes, of Boston, last 
Ircmi Naples, came to anchor at the Gtmlette, ad- 
drefNSBd to Julin» G»sar Alberganty. At three;: 
1?. M. tr message came from tiie minister, informing 
that the " government had occasion for the Ameri- 
can ship now at the 6oulette.'^ I replied that the 
message should be answe)*ed tomorrow. In the in- 
terim^ I sent the SaptHtpa a piece of superfine blue 
cloth, and half a piece of scarlet, whicnl hadthe 
day be&re received from England, in|ended for my 
own use. 

This day was employed in rendering in#i^ Italian, 
the Pre«tdent^ letter to the Bey, his ratificatioivof 
the treaty, and such of the communications of the 
Secretary of State asrelitted to the regalia of naval 
and military stores, and al«o an extract of a letter 
from Mr. Appleton, relative to ^he effect the last 
clause of the ISth article dT the treaty^ hud produced 
in the minds of our countrjrmen, masters of vessels, 
atljcghorn. * 

27*A. 11, A. M. At the palace. Made the above 
communications to the Bey. He expressed great 
satisfaction : seemed flattered with the President^y 
letter ; thanked God ; and hoped the safe arrival of 
tfce slup ; imi obs^ved,^ 5^ I see nothing hei^ about 
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tbe jew^ls^^' T0i^biefe I tho«^ipro||^ to Bay; 
Qie Fre8i4eEt has directed me, as $. farther te^tioia- 
ay of his friendly WBtiments towards the Bashaw «^ 
TWis, to procure a present of tips kkid alsa f^o^ 
England^ but has limited the sam destined for; the 
purpose, very much witiiin the estimate mmeiced t^ 
Uienote gpven ^f the jewels. ^^ To me/^ sa^ the 
Bey, ^^ the sum limited is of no import. I shall b^ 
satisfied, provided the articles come according ta tha 
note.^' He* said nothing of tl(e dema^ foriperly 
started of a eruiser. And he gave leave for GapA. 
Holmes to take a car^ of wheat on his own aeeounK 

( CIRCULAR. 

't • • 

Consulate of the United States^ 

Tunis, iOth^prih moo. 
Sir, 
Having at length au^i^ably a^ii^ted the afairs of 
the Unit^ Suites witii the Bey and Regency of Tu- 
nis, I desire ycm will eomwiuicate this agreeable in- 
tellig^ice to the masters af American vessels, at«A 
others interested, who may eeme within the liuMita of 
your Consulate. 

The principal minister of th0 Bey has pledged 
himself that the last clause of the ISth allele of ow* 
treaty w^ this Regency, ii^seited by Joseph £itien- 
ne Famin, shall have the same effept with r^espect ^ 
American merchant .vessels as the cii^^;cMn of all Oth^r 
nations at peace with Tunis has estab(ished with 
respect to their own, and no other. Tli^re is there- 
fore now no danger* tQ be a^i^hended from Ameri- 
can vessels visitai^ this eoast : perfect health pre- 
%*ails here. 

J.am, Sir, with esteem and regard, 
four most obedient Servant 
WILLIAM EATON. 
Thomas Appleton, Esq. ^ 

American Consul at TsephorTi, 
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May 7th, ±900. 
A^et the storm was directed from the United 
flMites^ it lonTered over Naples — ^passed over Spain^ 
mid broke upon Denmark. « « « « 

In* Oetober 1797^ the Bey addressed a letter to the * 
Mng of Denmark^ containing the following modest 
•artiele. ^^ On account of the longfriertdshtp which 
liad st^iisisted between ns^ I take the liberty to give 
^oof a commission for sundry articles of naval and 
military st^res^ as per note subjoined^ which I find 
iiidiep^niBable^ to assist me in certain public works 
BOW m operatiim. I give you six mtndhs to answer 
this letter^ and one year to forward the commission : 
I and^ remember^ if we do not receive the answer afid 
I tlie articles in the time limited^ we know what steps 
to takeJ^ 

The king of Denmark did not give this commission 
the prompt attention it required. He however order- 
ed out a ship, laden with timber, which arrived in • 
^he summer of 1798 ; but it was so far short of the 
Bey's expectations, that he rejected the compliment 
iAtogether, even after it was unladen, and the articles 
hi^e since lain, in a perishing condition, exposed to 
' ^ the open elements* 

The projecte the Bey has been meditating, and 
which were actually on the point of execution, a- 

Sdnst JlmericanSj directed his thoughts from the 
anes. The arrival of the Hero filled his em r^ 
(never were such naval stores seen in* Tuiiis,) The 
•Keapolltan humility suspended his operations against 
that kingdom : Spain, about the same time sent him 
a douceur y and a number of ship builders to work in 
his dock yard at Porto Farina : and the cruisers are 
consequently let loose upon Denmaik. Here is a 
demonstration of two facts 1 have before stated i that 
the cruisers cannot be restrained ; and that treaties 
Hfe dead languages here. Hence also may be infer- 
ed, that my apprehensions have been none too lively. 
I If the Hero had miscarried, no document could have 
saved us until the arrival of the spring shipments, 

18 
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The stars are begin^mg to a^uire gravily }wt% 
I wish they may be permit«5d to receive some lustre* 
It is not enough to tell that we are ihe destendaute 
of the £nglish : conviction of spme kind^ if it be oor 
ly the construction of a ship^ should be added^ that 
we are worthy of such ancestors. Notwithstanding 
our present flattmng prospect of our affairs^ I am 
still of opinion it would be well to show one w two 
of our best frigates here. It would be better if they 
should have one or more Frenchmen in tow. Thia 
display would at least convince the cruisers of our 
ability to meet them on their own ground : and it 
would confirm what I have uniformly declared at 
courts and what has been as uniformly denied by 
Famin^ that it is not our weakness but our love ^ 
peace which induces the concessions we make. It 
cannot be attended with great extraordinary exp^ee^ 
because^ it is presumed^ the government will not 
risque the residue of the regalia, upon which sa 
much depends^ to the laws of war y I say laws qf^tmvy 
because, if at peace ourselves with France, Tunis is 
not ; though it is a truth beyond a doubt that thesci 
terrible pirates dare not cruise against the terrible 
republic. 

If the residue come forward safely and seascma* 
bly, and the jewels, for which I have commissioned^ 
we may calculate on twenty or thirty years tranquil- 
ity here. A trifling defect would be made a pret<$xt 
for a rupture, if no impressions of fear be .made with 
ail our evidence of generosity. * * ^ * 

Jlay iOth. Last evening his Britanic Maj^sty^i* 
Consul General, Peckins Magra, Esq. at the Ameri-* 
can house, desired me to consent that he might men- 
tion me to the Duke of Portland as charge des af- 
fairs of the British nation in case of accident which 
should render the office vacant. Major Magra's de- 
clining state of health, probably, induced this step.. 
. I consented, on condition that the confidence should 
be reciprocal between us. To this he agreed. I 
hope the relation of the two governments is such as 
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to admit tihe propriety of the measure. Hiiis gentle- 
man has been between thirty and forty years in the 
khlg's service, twelve in this regency ; a man of ex- 
t^Miive information and strict good faith. He has 
an English head, and an American heart. 

' May iith^ ±800. 

Yesterday morning a Danish merchantman from 
iieghom, unapprised and unsuspicious of danger, 
iKLchwed at the 6oulette. No sooner was the flag 
distinguished, than Fhmin wrote express to Bardo, 
(the palace) that a Danish ship had entered. In con- 
sequence of this early information, the Bey caused to 
be airested, the Master and people, before they corild 
weigh anchor and escape. 

^ Same day a Danish ship, laden with coflTee, sugar 
and other West India produce, was sent into Biserte. 
Last evening his Danish Majesty^s Consul Gener- 
al, Lewis Hammekin, Esq. at the American house, 
uitimated his expectation of being compelled, by im- 
perious circumstances, to leave the kingdom ; and . 
desired me, in such case, to take charge of the affairs 
of the Danish nation here. To this I consented, so 
far as to be the medium of communication for his 
court. I know no contrasting interests between the 
two courts which render this compliance improper. 

P. S. t^h May. At Bardo, to day, the demand of 
a'cruiseir was revived ; and a fia^ed time insisted on 
for the arrival of the residue of the regalia. The 
former was reje<ited without debate ; the latter sus- 
pended on hope. 

June S4tA, 1800. 

71^0 Mr. !PlCEERING. 

It is doubtless, and with reason, considered as 
whimsical as absurd, that Barbary Consuls^ boys 
whose minds have been formed in camps and pris- 
jons, should intrude counsel to men full of years and 
wisdom. Facts demonstrate the position. But, if it 
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be admitted that moderate ewpaeities, on tiie €i)hiI^ 
may diseoTer projects^ plots a»d inteigaes^ biddm 
by intermediate spaee from the ey^ of keeA penetra- 
tion ; and if it be adnutted that theae diseoveriea 
nfay excite a restlessness as much the emcrfaon of 
patriotism as presumption^ it may be also hoped that 
even oar clamor as well as importunity, may be 
▼iewed with an eye of grace^ at the seat oi govtmi* 
ment. 

It is presumed, Yolney^s Travels in Egypt aad 
Assyria have been read. The general character 
there given the Turks, exactly fit them here^ with 
this addition, that the insolence of the Paehas of the 
Barbary Regencies^ are in an increased ratio to thek* 
independence on the Forte, Ignorance, exalted ^ 
a station of receiving tribute from every cAave below 
him, from the wandering Beduoin to the sedentaiy 
Monarch of ^ain, feels none of those nmmly re- 
straints of justice, which the balance and the swfH:d 
are calculated to inspire between beings mutually Or- 
fraid of each other. Refusal of a favor produces m 
him the same effect as in an nngovemed brat of aii 
indulgent mother : he will tear the breasts which 
have nursed him. This figure is far fetched ; it is 
nevertheless in point; cmrection is as feasible in one 
ease as the other ; and correction alone will reduce 
the churl to decency. 

Th^ Danes are running on a lee shore here. 
They have gone aground at Algiers and Tripoli ; 
find Sweden keeps company. The United ^ates 
have been beating off and on, ever since their treaty 
of amity with France ; and the harbor of safefy 
seems as distant as at the moment of their departure 
from their own-dignity! Can avariee and the 

gave be satisfied ? Give ! Give ! is the eternal cry ! 
very breeze will waft it to America ; and as' often 
as it is not responded with accord will be brandish- 
ed over our he^ds the qttagan of a contemptible pi- 
l?atp I 
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^< Wb km» nc^&bBUfsto iake^^^ aayivihe 0iiier- 
t^^ of 16^<I00 ngeed^ uadiseipliiied Turks to a kiug 
of DenaMtfk ! and ^^ we know what steps to take/^ 
nys the CSaftaint of an ondifleiplmed squad of sim- 
tomt cavalry^ to ihe gi^sniBieirt of the United 
Steies ! Dennuirk^ like a poir^rbial domestie bird of 
our poul^ yards, spreads his featherd, swells the 
mag^ide of Ms teriofs, swags^ers aad yields. A^ 
meriea yields implicitly ! If there were a rational 
kope that these indignities w(Hild of themselves come 
to a crisis, they might be more tolenU>le : but if it be 
jml to leason from . analogy, this hope is abortive* 
When has a tyrant ever been known to lift his foot 
lirom the neck of a voluntary slave ? Where is the 
HWtdence of Barbary's being satisfied wi<^ the gm- 
^TMUy of its frienis ? Boes Spi^nr Italy, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, exhibit It? Will the United 
Sta^s ever exh&it it ? Never, so long as they have 
.powder to give, and want the energy to burn it ! 

^^ Do you n«t give money to Algiers ?'^ says the 
Organ of a nation, to an America;n Envoy ! ^^ Are 
lyon not Mbutaryr to the pitiful sandbank of Tripoli ?'' 
says the w«9ld : and the answer is affirmative with- 
out a blush ! Habit reconciles mankind to every 
thing, even humiliation ; and custom veils disgrace. 
Bui what woald the world say if Rbodeisland should 
arm two old merchsjitmen ; put an Irish renegade in 
we, and a Methodist preacher in the other, and send 
&em to demand a tribi|te of the Grand Signior ? 
The idea is rediculous ^ but only so because novel : 
it is exm£ty as, eonsistetet as that Tripoli should say 
to the American nation, " Give me tribute, or trem- 
bhtrndBTthe ehastieemmt of my navy /" (One old 
olump from Bo9ton, and a polacre or two from some 
oAer complaisant christian capitals,) and tha^ my 
yankee adventurers s&uld succeed, would not be 
more unaccountable, than that these wretched hordes 
of i^ea robbers should have so gotten the ascendancy 
of the enterprizing world ! 

♦ Bashaw of Tunis. t Bashaw of Tripoli. 
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CoiuBml Gaflifiart is imdoBbtedly emmet when he 
states that ^^ two of our frigates a&d four gun boats 
would bring tbe Bashaw of Tripoli to terms :^ iwit 
the propriety of Ids opinion^ Ikat it would he best to 
make him a volui^rj/ present, may be questioned. 
If Malta should revert again to its aneient £Drm of 
government^ what eould it avail us ? what benefit 
have we ev^ expe<^ted from ita Constitvtional hatred 
to Mussulmen ? 

Genoa has received a new master sufficiently ma- 
jesterial^ it ispreaumed^ to protect her from Barbary 
insolence. This deprives them of a very considera- , 
ble resource. All their booty in the Mediterranean 
is fivlling into the hands of abler fi'eebootero. They 
must seek it then in foreign markets. It is no less* 
the interest of all cammei^ial £urope to point them 
to America^ than it is theirs to take that direction.. 
We must either bribe their avarice or chastise their 
audacity. Riving only increases their avidity tm 
more. We have the only alternative then to yieM 
unconditional accord to their claims^ or straighten 
ourselves up a little, and look them out of counte- 
nance. This position must at some period be taken. 
Does the present moment forbid it? or* shall we 
wait a little longer till we shall have reinforced their 
navy by our naval and military regaHoy until they 
become formidable to us ? When we are unlading 
these regalia in their ports. Are we not shedding 
the blood of our counti*ymen ? It is devoutly to be 
ii(^d that the United State may have the honor 
(very easUy obtained) of setting the fir^t example^ a- 
mong the tributaries^ of chastising the insolenee of 
their lords. If Tripoli persist^ does not Tripoli in- 
vite the jexperiment ; and is not the occasion a good 
one ? Show hini two or three of our strongest, best 
built frigates. Set life and d^ath before him. Leave 
to him the choice. If he prefer the latter^ give it 
him. There is nothing impracticable in the thing. 
The Turks are a contemptible military^ and at sea, 
Itfibers. I have^ by accident^ been three days and 
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tvo nlj^to in one of their eorsain at sea. Onr sea- 
men of the north may give them eent per cent^ in 
nombers^ odds^ and meet them on any ground of war^ 
boarding excepted. 

It w<mld be well, on their retom or passage out, 
that the frisates visit Tnnis. I will invite the Sapi. 
tspa and a brace of the Bey's governors to dine in 
tb^ Commodore. I will point them to his guns and 
say^ ^^ See there our execittive power commissioned 
to keep treaties." Do these sentiments look hostile ? 
They are the only sure guarantee of peace ! All ra^^ 
tiimal natore may be adduced to evidence it ; and 
.Franee besides. It is more strikingly true in a 
country where all respect is denied to every thing 
bat arms. 

Ccmsistently with these sentiment therefore^ the 
questions submitted by Consul Cathcart to the Con- 
sul Gteneral^ 0'Brien> and on which the opinion of 
this consulate is demanded^ have received the fol- 
lowing answers. 

Ques. '* ist. Whether it would not be to the interest 
of the United States to make the Bashaw a present^ 
to content him at least till some of our frigates come 
into the Mediterranean ? if in the affirmative^ to what 
amount ought the present to be made^ that is^ sup- 
posing there is no alternative ?'' 

Jns. I should not have inthided my counsel in 
any matters relative to your administration^ had you 
not desired it. 

The Bashaw of Tripoli has given written docu- 
ment as evidence of his entire satisfaction with the 
presents he has received from the United States as 
the condition of a perpetual peace. Whence then 
arise these claims ? It is not sufficient that he asserts 
a right to be placed on a footing with the other 
Regencies. He may be 'informed that it is owing to 
the treachery of French agents that the latter have 
been so liberally paid. Were this otherwise, his 
claim is nevertheless inadmissible, being barred by 
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his own Yokastuy Mt. A d^inand^ i^bersldire^ 4»f iUi 
mfi IB at lenst an infringement upon the treaty. 

But it id to b^id(Mdbted whdiier sny extension itf 
the Freeident's instructions may be eonstraed to a 
discretion of giving or even stipuAatimg additional 
presents. It is a latitude which seemsr not to bave"^ 
been intendedy evBn im cases more pressing than ^ 
present. It ii a happy eirc^mstanee forns^ and 
ought to Mtisfy the Bashaw,^ that ive are tlms cirenifr* 
scribed. That the ^^ Bashm has e&ndescenied to 
beg a presmtf^^ will not warrant ua the discyeiSon of 
giving. 

To revert to your flgnre to Captain O^Bri^n^ thiM; 
** we are smitineU of un adwmcei picqueV^ It i« 
our duty to give the alarm on an enemy^s approach ; 
but by no means to concede one ineh of grotmd 
which we ai*e stationed to defend* 

From these premiises my opinion may be ea«rily in- 
fen cd ; that the Bashaw oi Tripoli must wait the 
answer of the President of the United Btateg to hie 
demands. And my opinion may be also as easily 
infprred, Aat the President will highly approve of 
your conduct ifn the mode you have adopted to resisf^ 
or at kastto delay his claims^ until such answer' be 
received, 

^^ ^. Should any of our vessels be sent in here on 
ajiy pretence whatever, and their eai^oes condemn- 
ed, hoAv would yon advise me to act ? After such a 
violation of our treaty shall I refuse tiie Corsairs of 
Tripoli American passports^ or shall I i«(sue l&em as 
if nothing had happened ?^^ 

Hhunld an event of this kind happen^^ which doesi 
not, from any thing tq^ be gathered from your commu- 
nications, seem immediately to menace us, imperious 
eircum stances must be yielded to, and the best pro- 
visioBs possible, made for the crews, until the result 
of the government be known : but, passports, being 
evidence of the good understanding subsisting be- 
tween tlie Gk)vernment of the United States and the 
Bashaw, cannot, in truth nor propriety be granted 
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ftltertiuii ^Mitttitninidfaig dnftbe intorraptedi 
Besides^ this eoncession woold fiiniish the enemy & 
ilee&y t0 fiiitrs{rottt,]iiMQhaiitnien9 and even our ves- 
Mb of wtay. %i the sfuiie iime Hwi it would shidd the 
MfMircflif agaont reptml frm our ahipa of war 
wUek Bukghtihe detaahed an this Tary duty. Paaa* 
|lsrtathai%fiimyeaBnot)begra«te4 after an overt iu^ 
fautkni^ lufkc^af tiiia teeaty^ootfaepart of the Baah- 
aaro£. Tripoli or his aabjeeto« 

^^ 9i. Do^ jmL ioMigiiie that the Bey of Algiers 
wonid Mndf faiir or iveof his cruisers to deaiand any 
Ameiiemi reFsela that mi^t be cafNtured ? And if he 
itroald^ would it nai eos^more to fee Idm than to eon- 
ianf the Baahaw ef Tripoli ? I am of opinion thai if 
Mit Bayaf Aicmm' weiold take the above step^ he 
vrtuld raaeeed ; bat all tfaa letters in the woriit 
yrmkA at most pvodoee cmly 9k- eivil answer^ mixed 
with Ilea and pKnameations^ - 

I ^ not know how these eonelumnsy in answer 
to Mr* Caiiievrl'a qMsttons^ may correspond . wiA 
the .fedings and deeisians of govammentt If they 
betray smie afibiK^ it is beai^iae ijia intenq^eeance of 
the cMmste U)bu» it* 

The pia^e ia evary day bei^aiung more searious^ 
Oar hope IS in the approaching heal of summen 
The last flying and preacmt mo^ of Jone^ have 
beon^umaually eold md bnmid^ 

No precauticHis whatever are used by the wdina<> 
ry Mooffs to prevent the malady communicating. 
Ask a Mussulman the causa of this neglects ^ What'^ 
says he, ^^ do yoit suppose I have lost lionftdence in 
God?^> 

JkMe the honot^ ^c. 
WIULIAM EATON, 

HanoPaile Secretary 
dfihe UnUed States i 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



''d^'. 






iM USIt OF 

To Mr. Bhith^ Hinistbe at Limok^ 

Tmisy Jkme mh, 1800, 
TO m«et the extmordiimrj draiattdB of the Bey ^ 
Tonis^ I itoted to geii^emiiieot in teraus whieh I mj^ 
fOBtd would attract aome eoosideratioBi that a dia» 
^ay of fofee woald bn the only e&ctval Mrgammtp 
The Presideat has done me the honor ei apwoviag 
<tf my Btile of conduct and commiBteation, hut hai 
permitted the H^ro^ ao old ihip of bd;we«i five an4 
. six hundred tmsy navigi^ed by twenty men^ (only 
one of them a native of America^) mountu^ two four 
founders y and but tm^ barrel of powder^ chai^d with, 
a cargo upon wllAeh nothing less depended here tima 
our peacey to leave New York without convoy for 
Turns. HappQy^ she arrived ; and the dewed ef- 
fect is seeurea^ at least until the residue of the rega- 
lia arrive. But the weaky the craay situatioiiof 
tte vessel and equipage temled to confirm an opini^ 
long since conceived^ and never fairly controverted 
among the Tunissian% that ih^Jmericano area 
feeble sect of ChrielmMy and that their Independenoe 
was the gifi of Fraaiee. This opinion has been cid* 
tlvi^ by our ddevant agpnt^ a base lAve of the 
prefects of this courts and a remsweless traitor to his 
trusts. He has mewr eo Mo ei to thwart me ; till at 
length his projects of inpiry against our citizens, and 
his persmial tesuHs to myself, became so glating and 
insufiiNraUe, that, findiK myself without support, at 
6nce to convince Turns and its slaves that Am»i- 
cans are not entirely devoid of resentment, nmr oblig- 
ed to Frenchmen for independence, I gave him, (t^l 
it not in Oath) ni the marine gate, among an hundred 
people^ the discipline of my horsewhip. This kin- 
dled the fiame I intei^ed it should* He «uiunoned 
me to ihe tribunal of a pirate. I m^ him there : 
jdned issue and proceeded to arrament. The court, 
at the Commencement of the action, was m»iifest1y 
prepossessed iu iavor of the tMich injwred Famin. 
My reasons to the Bey were lacoiacally^ thei^e. I 
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littrefottBd^lieittMaiaflpoiHteaMi^ imdat^^ 
le&n ; not less so in )m personal ii<eatment towards 
the^ repiesentati^e the President of the United 
(BKates bad placed near lusi^ tiie B^, than in the ex- 
eentionof the pmblic trusts hinwetf mid onee the hon- 
mr to hold un^r the same antlMirity. ThatI did not 
jj^^osent myself there to amwter to ikt allegations of 
Hie traitor^ as I held myself in no respect responsi- 
4ile to tilie got^ranent of Tuis, bnt to denoimce the 
man as snefa^ and to withdraw from him that protoe* 
tion which be had never merited^ but had shamefally 
dishonored. 

^^ I will €end yon oat of the "country P' said Ihe 
Bey — ^Yon will do lae an hcmor which I will take 
«are to appreciate* 

^^ How dare yon lift yoor hand agafegt a mAject 
^ mine in my kinedam P^ 

If yonr renegade had been in the kingdom of heav^ 
^$if and had giren me the same provocation^ I wdnld 
have given him the same diseipmie. Bnt the Bey of 
Tunis hM too niach penetration to believe that abject 
wretch^'^^ttj^ even to his plttHm. If be were such ; 
if he were a true Frenchman^ I would respect him as 
«ach ; If an American^ I would protect him a« such ; 
if a good Mussulman^ i wonld honor him as such j 
er^ if a CtnJsMan^ he should be d«]fy respected. He 
is nether m^ nof the other. X iave document to 
C<Mivince you that he would «eH yom* bead for carou- 
bes^ and biurter away the reputation cf your court for 
piasters. See here his statement to an American, 
who by this nie«is has been entrapped, into Ms 
liands. Hear him call your prime minister and his 
mercantile agctets a hei^ of thieves and roMers. 
'' How V^ Yes, thieves and robbers. ^^ Mercy — ^for- 
bearance V^ cried Famki. Yes, thieves and rob- 
bers ! ! This is Uie man of your conftdence ! This 
is the man of medlatnm between your Excellency 
and my master the President, (adi^ng my language 
to the occasion,) and these are the measures be uses 
it9 inaintain the good understanding sul>sisttng b^- 
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iseiitiitioQS of ymir JBouMetteoi^'g ehameter to <ki^ 
Preskleiijli^^r Ml tihrnt of my natioii to yon^ yw wodUl 
loAg sinee hft\e neoeiveil^ vAmkt^m it mi^iiiavfi 
bew^i^re^niiit at^nitAed.wtlie tokeng of MendM 
gUlpv it is his treiiBkmy, Ue falflehood, Jiis stecdi 
«9l4 pl9wible mteicfHmteiitfttmis^ wfaieh imi gmMst* 
ed tlie' wsinteUig^Ke between m. Bo not fii^ofto 
I am i^ioraut of itis istri^es. Fril wtll I know ^ 
labored thtm dojf^^ ineessanlly, apse my armal Jct, 
Biserte, 4o prevail on yonr £xMliemey to jnefiuie wm 
an aadience. Full well I know^ that^ duiing onr me* 
goeiation^ he was playing a double game with tis* 
And fall well I know itbat he has uniformly insiiNii- 
ated that my government were flattmng yon with die* 
Insive expectations and immcefe ptomises^ and that 
I^ myself^ am sent here to foe the instrumonf iof this 
hypocricy. 

^^JBut^ how do'imi know tihese things ? Whatevev 
passed betw^een bim «ttd me on th^e subjects was 
tej^a a teBta^ insieme !^^ 

Tes^ b^ ibe f^llonr had not prudenee enough to 
keep yow confidence. Elated with the pxnspeet of 
success^ he blabbed every thing to the woman h^ 
keeps : she to her n^ghbors : so that it has be^i 
the topic of eonversiution in half the Christian iavevns 
in Tunis^ '^ that his E^ocellency the Bey was going 
to send away the American Consul/^ to aecommn- 
date au apostate Frenchman ! as if the Bey of Tunis 
had not independence of mind nor discernment to 
diseriminate between the event of insulting a noHan 
and disobliging a slave. Permit me to eugge^ta 
your Excellency,, your imputation has been brotiglrt 
into disrespect in the event. 

The Bey listened to me. Famia Ambled as il 
in a pavalytie iit^ and bega^ an address in Arabic. 

^^ Speak Frpnch/^ said the Bey, looking him 
IVowningly in the face. He denied my charges. J 
a^l4vicpd facts in evidence. 
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^1 l6«vkg ttie leaked I t(M the B^yy tomoiVow I 
wMidd nmooiiM totli^ «wr2d! irimti kad on that 
ground. Par^g;^ he ^ave my hltnd a cordial 
9^[iieeze : mud, When 1 "weub ont^ turniT^ to Mp eonrt^ 
mMy^ ibt Anif^tieltn €orii^ hits been heated : but 
iraly lie hM had ^eatdi^. I ^ave lAfrays fennd Mm 
ft^ Tery plain ^ndid mto ^ ftndh!t^onc6ni for his 
fienow citizens is not a crime.'* 

Shice ^h ewnt, wiiich ha^ened about fonr 
^eel^a^o^ more hatn have been off than had been 
Qbtfet^cf for fouH^en months before. 1 detail this 
adventure; (which I am ilensibie wiH not ^show much 
to tiiy advantage In the civilized world,) to demon- 
dtrate, what has before been asserted, that the best 
Way to tireat these savages is i6 meet them on their 
mrn ground. They began by T>allying; I hav6 
paid them dff in kind. 

To the Secretary of State. 

¥unisJune 'SSthj 1800. 
This morning the Danish flagstaff was cut ddwnj 
tt<<d way declared l>y the -Bey ot Tcmis against the 
Mng df Denmark. Upwards of seventy people, the 
^qtiipage of seven Vessek, condemned to slavery, 
il^ the Consul eonftned to his honse. 

T^nis, July ^h, 1800. 

«IR> 

THE Bailish Consul and family have been order- 
ed to quit the kingdom of Tuni^ : he departs tomor:, 
rdw, and, as I have before had the honor to intimate 
to the department of state, has desired me to be the 
medium T>etween the king of Denmark and Bey of 
Tunis, during the war. 

Yesterday I had an interview with the Bey and 
Mis confidential minister. The latter went into a de- 
tA.il of the causes of t|ie war, wherein he clearly dem- 
onstrated that the Danes were the ag^essors. Thisi 
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iniinTeiiee lie tlraw^ frmnt the tekm for granted pteie^ 
isies ^^ tliat the Betf had a right to demand regalia^ 
and that ihe king ^IhnmafShad violated his good 
faith by treating that demand contemptmoudg ! 

Daring the conversation he said^ ^^ To speak tru^ 
ly and candidly, the war was intended against the 
SmerimnB : hvk the letto* from yow Prince r^olved 
the Bey to suspend the ^eniti<m a reasonable time 
for the arrival of the ship. It did arrive, as yod 
told tts it would $ and, to deal ingenuonsly, we must 
acknowledge to you that we have never received ar^ 
ticles oi the kind of so excellent a quality from any 
Christian nation. Had those vsent by the king of^ 
Denmark (in i79KB)ibeen halfnM good, wie should ns^iv^ 
be at pea^ with him«'^ 

1 remarked to him, that if he had givMi me the 
credit which he Was now convinced he ought, he^ 
might have saved himself and the Bey much impa- 
tience and the entire trouble of arming his navy ai 
gainst us : but I had observed witii some^ concern, 
that he chose rather to hear meddling fellows, who 
would as deliberately betray him as me, if the occa- 
sion suited^. ' 

^^ That is past,^^ said he^ ^^ and you Imve had your 
own way of revenge. We are convinced you have 
dealt candidly with us, though we sometime thouglrt 
you a little h^rd bitted : but you are a sort of Eng- 
lishmen, you Americans, are you not ?^^ We are 
not Italians. ^^ Have you no JPope in America V 
Tes : once a year our boys and girls of tiieatreets, ac- 
companied by our sailors and fiddlers, make a Pope 
and a Devil of old cast clothes ^ mount them both 
on a Borreco, (Jack-ass,) and after driving them a- 
bout till they are wearied, tar and feather and bum 
theiQ together by way of amusement. He laughed 
heartily, and said : '^ I believe you are just such an- 
other hard headed race as the English : but, thank 
God, v/e are friends. The Bey exhibited marks «' 
perfect satisfaction with us, and, to demonstrate hi| 
sincerity, gave me a. house in Biserte, eight ho 
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f|dte irdm tl^ by the sea side^ whete I am to spend 
tt^^fluflmter* * * #e^ . 3»e le * ^ 
V ITiQ Bas^w of TripoM^ has m a vei^ gracious 
and^ polite maaaw d^anded ot tibe Presideut addi- 
tioBal evidence of his friendship ; something else than 
^kfiatteving words axAdehurive pymisesJ^ Hope 
^ Presid^Kt will aeeramiodi^ him. Mr. Cath- 
eiurt is of opinion that a present should be giv^i to 
cfffjxtevt his Excdtemog a year or so. L have had but 
oae ^nion on the snlgect of re^lia, since I have 
seen tibe contemptible navy and military of the regen- 
eies. If the d^nand of Tripoli be acceeded to^ un- 
dcNibtedly it will fdndi^ piretext for jimilar demands 
fi;am the c^hw Regend^. ^^ You give Tripoli ex- 
tau>rdinary presents not stipulated % treaty. Are 
we less your friends than Tripoli ? If not it will re- 
qnire other evi^nce than flatterkig words and delu- 
sive promises/' Wherd will l&ese humliations end ? 
The time must come^ when by solid argument we 
HM^ convince oxafrienis here of our warm attach- - 
nient. Why not show Tripoli a sample of it? F' 
should fear that my mteratedy perhaps too familiar^ ' 
observations would excite apprehensions that my a- 
ney h^re mi^ht tend to ei^rml our affiiirs^ if facts 
d not estaUisfa the contrary. 

I ham Iks honor J ^c. ^ 
WILLIAM EATON. 

HmoreAi^ Secretam 
of^ Umtei Statss. 
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Having brought the mote importaiit official cofYe^^- 
ponSence and tmn^ctiona to this dafe^ it wiWper" 
liapa be tww proper to revert to sorhe ofMxTO^^s 
fmniUar tetters and private affairs. 



U^ll 



To Mrs. Baton. 

Tnni9^ April e^y 47&». 
SINCE I arrived in this eity, which was 
on ihe 14tK ultimo^ I kave been cenfitantly etttplb^jr'- 
ed in negoeiating alterations itf the tre^aty between, 
the United Stated and th^ Bey and Kyati of this Re- 
gency. I have therefore bad but little opj)ertunii^ fo 
acquaint myself with any thing which can amM*4 
you entertainment or instruction. On landing at the 
marine^ about half a mile north of the front gate\ tf 
' the city, the flags were hoiidted on all the European 
consular houses, and on arriving to the AmerkaH 
house, the consuls of the different nations wrfcomed 
me to the place. The day following was assigneti 
for an introduction to the king. I sat off at ten ia 
the morning, in a #rriage drawn by two mules, at- 
tended by a Turk, two Moors and an interpreter. 
The palace is four miles from the city* At this I ar- 
rived about eleven ; and, after waiting a while in the 
urea of the court, was admitted to the apartment of 
the Bey^ He was seated with his legs under him 
like a taylor, on a sopha covered Mith a velvet cano- 
py richly embroidered with gold, with a turban a- 
bout his head, and a very rich kind of surplice flow- 
ing loosely about his shoulders. After having pass- 
ed the formality of introduction, a seat was present- 
ed on his right hand, his principal Minister and 
Secretary of State sitting on a carpet on his left. In 
a few minutes three Christian slaves entered the 
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chamber, <me of them with a salver of coffee, in 
beautiful china eups set in gold, richly ornament* 
ed with diamonds ; another held over his shoul- 
der a napkin ; and the third brought a kind of 
embroidered canopy, which he spread in the 
Bey^s lap. Coffee being served, we entered into 
a discourse Upon the voyage ; and this was suc- 
ceeded by the subject of our negociation. This 
formality and busrlhess continued fifteen days, when 
at lengthy by the agency of bribes and presents 
to a cou^derable amount, the object of the negocia- 
tion was obtained, and I took half a day's leisure to 
i^de into the country. I found the king a man of 
^slirewdness, understanding and great ingenuity* 
His terms, ih consideration of his accession to the 
terms we proposed, were enormous ; aud we are not 
yet perfectly on good terms respecting them . I have 
uniformly resisted them ; and the last time I was at 
4he palace, he threatened us with war in case I did 
not come to an unequivocal agreement to his terms. 
I told Iiim we were not at this period to be alarmed 
by menaces 5 we were prepared for war ; and if he 
.chose to commence it on so trifiing an occasion, h^ 
might have cause to regret his temerity. He left me 
without ceremony, saying, if I would not accede to Ms 
demand I might pnll down the American' fiag, em- 
hark in the brig and go home. If I do not find some 
means to soften his temper or moderate hiM demand> 
1 may possibly hand you this letter myself. 

This countrif is indeed 'beautiful ; but the piedple^ 
are superlatively wretched. They are humbled by 
the double oppression of civil and religious tyranny ; 
seem to have but little enterprize, and are grossly ig- 
norant. The houses of the city are built of stone> 
cemented with lime, one stt^ry high, without chim- 
neys^ the roofs flat, and so closely joined together 
that the whole light is admitted through an aperture 
in the top of the house. 'They sit always on the 
floor, which is genera;lty the earth covered with tiles^ 
fer with mats made of reeds 2 feed principally on veg- 
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filable diet made of grain^ olives and fruit ; and 
drink nothing but water. The women are never seen 
abroad^ except the poorer classes^ and these not with- 
out being wrapped about in blankets and handker- 
i^ chiefs from the crown of the head to the ancles : they 

j] are always barefoot, or in slippers- only. The in-- 

habitants have exactly the complexion of the Ameri- 
can Indians ; excepting those of foreign countries 
who have become naturalized, ^he city containfir 
about three hundred thousand souls ; ten thousand of 
them Jews, two thousand Christians, six or seven 
hundred renegade's, beside three thousand Christian 
slaves. These are parcelled out at different public 
emplovments, and in private service of their masters^ 
[The situation of the 930 Sardinian slaves is here 
described*] 

M»ny of them have died of grief, and the others- 
linger out a life less tolerable than death. Alas, re- 
morse seizes my whole soul when I reflect that this 
is indeed but a copy of the very barbarity which my 
eyes have seen in my own native country. And yet 
we boast of liberty and national justice. How fre- 
quently, in the southern states of my own country^ 
have I seen weeping mothers leading the guiltless 
infant to the sales, with as deep anguish as if they 
led them to the slaughter } and yet felt my bosom 
tranquil in the view of these aggressions upon de- 
fenceless liumanity. But when 1 see the same enor- 
mities practiced npon beings whose complexion and 
blood claim kindred with my own, I curse the perpe- 
tratoriS and weep oirar the wretched victims of their 
rapacity. Indeed truth and justice demand from me 
the confession that the christian slaves among the 
barbariansof Africa, are treated with more humanity 
than the African slayes among the professing Chris- 
tians of civilized America ; and, yet here sensibility 
bleeds at every pore for the wretciies whom fate has 
. 4o9mcd to sUvery* 

I have once passed over the ruins of Carthage and 
)Jtica^ but this moment is too contracted to afibrd me 
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vteisure to describe to you my discoveries or fee1iiig$ 
^n that occasion. Another time shall be devoted to 
this subject ; the present is consumed in preparing 
necessary dispatches to our government^ and in writ- 
Ingietters of business. 

jTums at present^ offers no advantage from com- 
merce. The Barbary States are involved in the war 
with the French Republic. This excludes all inter- 
course with the States of Italy, the coasts of France 
and Spain, and indeed with almost all the ports of 
her usual commerce. I cannot, therefore, promise 
Biyself many commercial advantages from my pres- 
ent situation. I hope howccver, by dint of economy, 
to be able to save half the amount of my salary. In 
less than two years from this moment, by tihe leave 
of Heaven, I will again embrace my friends in Brim- 
. field and other parts of America. My arrangements 
are already made for this purpose ; and I look for- 
ward with an anxiety, which indeed does not become 
my years, for the moment which shall again restore 
to nde the homely felicity of my native country. But 
before this period elapses I am resolved to visit 
' Rome, and if possible the Holy Xiand : but must a- 
bandon the idea of visiting B^rpt so long as the 
F]:;euch hold possession of it. The plague rages at 
this mcunent m that devoted ooiuiiry : but, thank di- 
vine goodness, no symptom of it has yet shewn itself 
in this city the present season. 

I was never before so thorougUy convinced that 
infinite wisdom never hit on a more rational discov- 
ery than whoa he " saw it was not good for man to he 
glone.^^ Do not suppose I would be willing to lose 
a rib fpr the manufacture of an help iineet for me here. 
No such thing I assure you ; bat I should feel not 
the least objection to undergo the experiment of hav- 
ing the one already lost restored to its place again. 
Goodnight : it is twelve o'clock, and nothing but 
solitude and dulness to solace the bosom of 

YourSf S^c. 
N. B. Take care, Eliza, np,t to let oigr good pld 
mrents die till I return. 
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^ To Stephen Pynchon, E«q; Btitwtixxt. 

TuniSf JlprU 8tft, 17W- 

H Give me whatever'^ pretty, nice and new ; 
^ All Qgfyf odd, old things I leave to you.*' 

4 ON the fourth of January of the ptei- 
ent year we put to sea from the capes of the Dela- 
ware : and hy the bluster of winter were harried 
tluseugh the Atlantic over head and ears in brine and 
suds, without a dry thread about us : and in thirty 
six days arrived at xllgiers. One of our vessels, a 
ship of between two and three hundred tons and 
thirty people, broached to in a storm, and went 
down, poor fellows, in a moment. This happened 
on the American coast. Another of bur company 
fell in with a fleet of gun boats at the month of the 
streights, and fought her passage. This was a 
schooner commanded by Captain Maley, who told 
me he expended four hundred balls on the occasion, 
and received as many : but this must have been .at a 
very respeclful distance^ for no blood was. lost en 
oivr side ! That they had skirmishing is true. 

Algiers is an immense pile of brick and linte, ce- 
mented in a mass, on the declivity of a hill, resemb- 
ling a marble quarry with excavated cells. This 
figure you will more easily understand, when I tell 
you that the roofs, or rather tops of the houses, ar^ 
flat, and connected with each other in such a manner 
that a man might walk from waH to wall without 
touching feet to the ground in almost any direction 
in the city. The streets, or rather covert ways, are, 
in general, not more than six feet broad : the brbad- 
est will admit, with much difficulty, a loaded camel 
in the centre, and a footman on each side. They 
are almost uniformly covered with projected stories 
of the houses, forming in some places arches and in 
others planes, and hiding the sun at mid-day. 
'^I'heire is not a yard in the whole city ; every conve- 



Digitized 



by Google 



GE»^ BATON. ISy 

tiienee is pkead wi^aSm the trmlb of Ihe ItcNnef^ eren 
tbe coiMa^d Tinlts a»d reservoirs of wnter ; and 
tliey have &o light hut what is received at an a^r- 
iure in the centre of die hense ; generally & square, 
eisptending from the top to 4he ground in every bonse, 
from thirty to e%fat or ten feet in propofiioa to the 
^mensions of the hous^^ forming at once the court 
4nd galleries. On each side of this area from two 
to fowr stories are rooms for every puq)ose. 

The city is crouded with imperious Tories, beg. 
garJiy Moors^ and savage Arabs^ distinguised from 
each other by their dress, or rather undress. The 
Turks in short jaekets^ something like those of our 
jseameui without sleeves, emhroidel'cd with spangles 
of gold, wrought in a variety of jSgnres on the edges 
and sides: a species of open trouseM of diffi&rent 
cloths^ fine linen or muslin, descending to the calf 
and tied around each leg : a sash of a red or Varie- 
gated silk interwoven with gold tinsel wound around 
' the small of the body, in which are worn a sword 
and brace of long pistols : square toed shoes, naked 
legs ; head shaved and bound about with a turban, 
half It do^en yards of white muslin coiled about |t 
smfill red cap, which just appears at top : the beard 
suspended upon the bTeast. The Moorish dress dif- 
fera from this only in quality, except that these wear 
no arms, the Turks only forming the military of ftri 
country. The Avabs in every respect resemble the 
savages of America, except that they are less ent^r- 
prizing, and have nothing of that wild magnanimity 
which invigorates the free born sons of our forests. 

Tbe ladies of Barbary seen in the streets, look 
like walking ghosts swaddled in rags. These wear 
square toed shoes, generally without quai*ter$ or very 
low ones. Above these^ half way ^p tbe leg tliey 
are uncovered ; then commence writhes of muslin like 
sailors' trousers, loosely twisted about each leg, tied 
at the bottom, and in this kinci of coil ascending a- 
bout two spans from the first joint above the ancle, 
^nd forming a junction ; now becoming an immense 
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h9Lg, it Mcends in irregular plaits till it gathers round 
the yrtmi and divides the upper from the nether re- 
^ons of the body. Over thni^ suspended like cur- 
tains from the head to the ground^ roll huge dirtj 
folds of flannel or muslin blankets. Around the 
mouthy chin and forehead^ are handkerchief, close- 
ly swathedy hiding the whole face except a necessa- 
ry aperture for the admission of light. Thus rig- 
ged^ nothing can be seen ci them a])road but the 
twinkling of an eye. 

Not so the daughters of Abraham. Their bare^. 
broad^ brown faces, form fi contrast to the Turkish 
women as much on the other extreme. They ap- 
near dirty as brutes and as brazen as impudence- 
Common fame slanders them as accessible. It may 
be so ; but of this I shall never have other demonstra- 
tion than <iie scandal of common fame : for, beside the 
prohibition imposed on my — curiosity by a Union^ 
magistrate, I have a moral disgust to ev^ry thing of 
this kind which is dirty. All the ladies I have seen, 
if their beauties were consolidated, would not create 
sensibility enough in my heart to produce a ballad, 
from my brain, even if I possessed the skill and feel- 
ings of the royal grandson of Jesse. The description 
of Algerine habits may, with very little exception, ap. 
ply to TunisL It is an abominable falshood recorded 
by geographers, Ikat ihe women of Tunis are havd- 
some. Ti^e I have seen in the streets, and mote 
exposed from the tops of their houses, are ill shaped^ 
short and dirty. They are all browh. I can say 
little of their manners and customs : cannot howeiF^ 
er but take notiee of one very remarkable custom, 
wl^ch I consider a very, laudable one ; this is a habn 
the widows have of repaliring at least once a week to, 
and weepiug over, the graves of their— ^husbands, e- 
ven after they have been a inovth dead ! ! 

Of the strength, commerce^ manufactures and 
general manners of these Regencies, it is hoped a fur 

* A pun : he having been married in Vnion^ (Ct.^ 
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tore iq^rtomty will s^k^mmt ei^^^it&meBt md 
information. 1 >vill now only reoutrk, (for this is 
something r&markahle,) t^t there are bo law^&n itt 
the country : but it is cursedly infested with priMU. 

AjmypQS : this brings n^ to 9. g^MMl religions 
subject. I once formed a resoktti^a i^ dispute with 
no man on religious subj^c^s. The ses^ution was 
well formed ; and I have reason to rtgrel; bavwg 
ever in any instance departed from it« I here re- 
new it. Religion is a necessary gui^e to human ac- 
tions^ an anchor of hope^ a dernier resort from 4he 
evils of this illusive life; and both humwity and 
good manners forbid an attempt to deprive a bewil- 
dered mortal of a sanctuary sohofipitable^ let vision 
shape it in what manneJT it wilL 

There are perhaps but few among the vast mass 
afniien^ who are void of reUgiom prjm€ipie8^ wb» 
bave philosophy or resolution, to resist the tempta- 
tions which the sensations of every day convey ta 
the mind : hence mo^t men, who have not a saered 
regard fbr religion of sou^ kW> are disisolute in ^eir 
nii^nnersr ; and those, who effect tc^dei^e U, are a- 
l>ando|iiQd to every vice which sen^e invites and 
which durkness can hide trim the penetration of jus < 
tice. ^ 

, I was once a Christian^ and believed ia mirades : 
became a deist from.the absurdity introduced tcr that 
system by the hypocricy, Mgotry and ignDmnee of 
priestcraft : am now again a Christian, from a con- 
viction of the $implicitv and ^eellence pf its morali- 
ty, its maiily iudepen^nce, and its immyirtal hope, 
I have also {political reasons. In a coun^ wWe^ 
Christianity is the prevailing reli^n, every honest 
patriot should be a Christian, to prevent that mischief 
which hypocrites ^d knaves, both political and di- 
vine, are capable of CjQmmittiia^ imder the garb of 
jCbristianity. 

The common mass of mankind are always more 
or less influenced by that hlini faith which they are 
willing to pass for religion, and which, perhaps, they 
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believe My fcr ignoramee^ Iim lagBhypocrieg^kt^n «>!#> 
dom . and to whatever form et faitfa their zeal or cwp- 
rice may ioda^ them to meUue^ tbey pay homage to 
it in their superiors. 

All additioaal argument is^ that every gvoi man 
and lover of Im ediHytry^ mtes it as a duty to his 
countrfff to conform to its religion in so great a 
measuii) as. not to lose biis» inflaeuee^ even if he saeri- 
lice to ignorance : beeause the balanee of influence 
shonlrl always be held by honest men^ and this tends 
to secure it. 

If a designing hypoisrite finds a necessity of blast- 
iug the i^uenee of an honest man^ of whose integri^ 
ty he is afraid^ he can no way do it more effectually 
than by denouncing him an infidel. 

It seems to be a principle attached to the coward- 
ice of guilt and error of ignorance^ to approach its 
juds;^ throagh an intermediate being. All experi- 
ence demonstrates this fact : and all ages of men 
have differed on this principle only, in the being they 
have chosen for the mediator. Some have fixed on 
an ox and some a corpse ; some have considered the 
flun and stars the rep^'es^Ditative of God, and some 
the whirlwind and tte storm. But whatever it be, if 
there be nothing of political frand nor corruption in 
its eonstilntion, it should so far have the countenance 
of good men as to secnre to society the benefit of 
their inluence : and I believe GodvfiW forgive the 
idolatry for huinanitfs sake. 

Christianity is undoubtedly the most pure and 
simple of any created religion, which has hitherto 
been introduced by man. I say created^ because 
truths and of coui'se true religion, must have been 
more ancient Hian the existence of God : must have 
governed him in creation, and not have been created 
by him : Or they are more properly unique. 

I find no potitical i-eason in this country for be- 
coming a Mussulman : but I will be a Christian if 
ever I return to my dear, native wilds. 
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You will object to my system because k counter 
Dunces hypocricy — Ghranted : but is it not a refined 
hypocricy which shall control hypocricy of the 
grosser sort^ to subserve mankind ? 

I have spun this subject far beyond my intentions 
Und the bounds of modesty ; but I hope you will be- 
lieve I am not aiming kt preceptorial consequence : I 
am submitting my indigested thoughts for your criti* 
icism^ correction* or sympathy. 

1 have said in my letter to Mrs» Baton^ which 
accompanies this^ that the houses of Tunis are low. 
The consular houses are exceptions. These are 
from three to four stories^ large and well built* 
1[*he American house is the largest in the city and by 
for the handsomest. It is four stories from the mag- 
azine ; one hundred and twenty feet by fifty ; bum 
of stone atid lime^ and well finished^ upon the Euro- 
pean construction : but it has no chimney nor fire 
place^ e^tcejit in the kitchen. It has one and twenty 
rooms and closets on the floor of the second story^ 
iight of them large^ the others convenient and neces<^ 
sary. My family consists of a young gentleman 
from Baltimore^ a physician and a philosopher^ who 
has agreed to tarry with me two years ; an interpret- 
er and three servants. 

Silence and solitude reign among us: From 
morning till midnight here is nothing to interrupt 
study and rational contemplation^^ for we have not a 
, woman in the house. 

It is but a few days since I got througl^ with the 
business of my negbciation with the .l?ey and Divan : 
in a few days more shall close my dispatches. Af- 
ter which I promise myself much satisfaction in 
ranging among the ruins of the ancient cities in this 
ticinity. 

WILLIAM BATON. 



Si 
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Extracts, to O'Brien'. 

July SOthy 1799. 

THE Bcy^s Physician dined with me to day, andt 
eonftdratially told me that the Regency had U ia 
Contemplation to declare war against Spain ; and 
only ' waited the return of two merchant vessels^ 
which had gone thither. Speed to the measpre ! It 
. ^111 give us relief. Pity it is, that the Italians were 
not included in the personae iramatis^ .Mussulmen^ 
catholics, assassins, thieves, beggars, pimps. In 
Heaven^s name, let them devour each other. The 
world, is afflicted with their abominations. I wish I 
could thunder with a voice like Jove : I would pro-* 
ject electric bolts, omnipcriient among them, thicker 
than the stars of heaven ; more irregular than thi& 
dreams of guilt ; pointed with blue wrath, terrible as 
hell ; and, in que permiscuous labyrinth of conta* 
geous vengeanee, inpilf them : and would then peo* 
pie the coast of the Mediterranean with a new race 
of men, upon a construction of my own, who should 
never suffer lust, nor avarice, nor the cholic. 

I am sorry that the request of the ^' female Bo* 
cris'^^ is inadmissible, being much disposed to s^rye 
them. But, I have already employed a ^f hack san- 
saV^ from among the dispersed^ who serves me as a 
drogoman, broker, footpage, groom, scullian, bottle- 
washer, aid du corps and physician : who was bom 
in Gibralter, is free of London, a convict from Ire- 
land,- a burgomaster of Holland : was circumcised in 
Barbaryj was a spy for the Devil among the Apra- 
tles at the feast of Penticost, and has the gift of 
tongues : has travelled in all Europe, and will un- 
doubtedly be hung in America, for I intend to take 
him there. He is the most useful scoundrel in the 
world. He interprets, trades, runs, holds a horse, 

• Two ladies in Algiers, who wished E^ton to take one of 
t^iir men servants. 
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scrubs^ makes pmeh^ intrigij^s^ fights and prescribes 
for me, for the moderate sum of five dollars per 
moHih^ and the perquisite of parloining every thing 
which I ca.ntiot miss. I regret that I cannot oblige 
die ladiofs. 

Extracts ; to Hon. S. Ltman, Esq. Springfield. 

April ^tk J 1799. 

A mmd accustomed, in a country like ours, to feast 
on the ealm and manly happiness of contemplating, on 
every point, his fellow men in the full c^njcQrment of 
equal rights and equal protection, must here be d- 
Host teamsported to madness in viewing the extremes 
of intolerable insolence and of the basest abjection 
whicb every where exhibit themselves. * 

Blindness seems peculiar to this country. The 
gta*eets are crowded with blind beggars, sitting wrap- 
ped ab(mt with miserable blankets, crying for chari'- 
ty for the love gf Mahomet, i believe I have pass- 
ed an hmidred of these wt*etches in half a mile's 
walk. I think this malady may be imputed to the 
stimulating^fect of tobacco smoke, which is tak^n 
incessantly among &e men, without a suffident use 
<tf animal food to restore the fiuids wUch are dissi- 
pated by this unnatural stimulus. The use of tobac^ 
eo in any i^ape I believe pernicious to the human 
system. Experience has taught me it is so to habits 
Hke mine ; and observation has persuaded me it is 
vso to all habits. Yet it seems to fosdnate half the 
woidd of mankind : but in no place are mep so tobac- 
co-mad as in the Turkish dominions. It is as un- 
common to meet a Turk here without a pipe as it is 
to meet a stripling in our fashionable towns in Amerr 
ica without a segar. 

To GEORGE Hough, Esq. 

September iStJi, 1799. 
TIME was, friend Hough, when you and I laugh- 
fidi away a^ hoiur as happily as poor men could,. 
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Baipo more! lliai howev^^r » 9,f^a^^ of dm 
j?(M^^ on whieti I fneqaently seizf^ aii4 it^ & kiitd^ 
retrospective pleasure aet over ^fiA over agaln^to fitt 
the vacuiiy of tbe pi^eaent 

This plaee of my exile fumislies mach matemi 

for contemplatioii^ tmt veiy little of eajoymeiit ; it in 

thei^efore amo^g tbe rains of departed pleMures tba^ 

li 11 my mind retrogrades for sabsistenee : few penods 

f ariiiaih more than that of our emrly acqaaintaMe. 

I'bis country is indeed beautifal and natMrally 
productive of every thing which any soil, or elimatei 
on earth can be made to produce ; but it is badJlyi 
cultivated; because the wretched subjects who ara 
parched upon its surface have so precarious a title 
to the produce of their Jabor^ that thf^ And no stun*- 
ulus to industry and entei^ize« A^riaked subsist* 
$nce therefore bounds thtf r ambitii^^. and a confifm*- 
ed state of oppression has settled them into, habitual 
indolence and contentment. Upon the vasi soifaee 
of this extensive coast^ naturally as^ fertile and as 
generous as the bosom of youths little else is to h^ 
seen than wandering families of sunburnt Moors^^ 
whose only houses are tents of camels hair, and' 
whose only property is a few herds of cattle andr 
^heep, a UUle poultry and a patch of com. A huad^ 
jTul of olives and a morsel of bread ^erve them £w 
their daily, subsistence. A mat of reed^ furni^hea 
their bed^ their seat and their table : and a jAannel 
blaulcet, thrown loosely about then^ their whola^ 
wardrobe. The simplicity of their living is a strik- 
ing proof how little .may i^pffice to support life ; wA 
when contrasted with the tables of the affln^i^ 
proves also how much is devoured th^re without 
zest and without cheer, which might otherwise re« 
lieve distress and gladden the heart of sorrow* 
They seem to have enough aud to be happy. They 
enjoy perfect health ; live to great old age^ and then 
gradually decline aAvay, like old trees, without paii| 
and without even a consciousness of decay. Such 
are (he natives of the country. The Turks are en^ 
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tirel^adHbfeiit «]^d68 of melt. So in^teed ate ^be 
ilrimbitoirtd of their etties aad waited towas. Tke 
eiiy of Turns is inbahited by a siwty herd of ani^ 
mala* Here within the cireumfertnoe of about sev- 
Ml vaites^ three hundred thoasand souls are eram- 
fd into subterraneotts eells^ Jews^ Moors^ Italians 
9mA Twtksy like moles^ bats^ vipere and wolres. 
The houses are generally low^ built of brick or 
mud ; ikMh walls eontiguous to each other^ adimt^ 
#Bg the^ light only throng ui aperture in the top ; 
•ndy the narrow streets are so filled by the oftil of 
twaor three thousand yeai^^ that the descent to th^ 
4oor in many of them is from one to two or three 
fset. The nuddUng and poorer pec^le ha^e but one 
i^artmant^ an obkmg square arched over^ about fif< 
teen feet long and from ten to twelve broad. The 
better sort haviitquare houses, with an open space 
m tl^ centre, oA ea^ side of which is a room with 
oeoessary apartnente. Here and there are elevated, 
MiOQg these deRs, spacious stMe buildings of rich 
Turks and fweign ministers; huge piles of ca$tl64 
and enormous mosques. The tops of the houses are 
all fat, aad in the wet season of the year are covered 
With vegetation, which, viewed from the terrace of 
the .^ferican hods^ whieh has an elevation of three 
alwy above the ordinary houses, present a very gro- 
teiique aj^earance. Of the great number of souls^ 
who inhabit this small i^ace, one half, the wo- 
men, never but onei^ during their whole lives, 
go wititout the walk of their Mrretched prisons ; and 
ttien only to be transplanted into a confinement which 
has undoubtedly more allurements but stricter vigils, 
the houseof a husband ; and never without the Walls 
(d the city. Add to this, one third of ^h^ whole 
number, the mechanics, who never during life go 
three leagues from the spot of their birth. Here 
then are two hundred and fifty thousand animals, in 
the shape of human beings, who vegetate and set iu 
the same sink. The smtal number M'ho venture out 
fu)nfine their travels to privateering and tommerci^I 
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t oyagoB^ "wltliia tbe eonftnes of the Mciditemafeaiii 
m\o the semiannual revolutiim of tte camp^ to gath^* 
er tithes from the poor natiTes. ' ' 

They have no books but the Alcf»ra% wlnchy not 
one in a hundred ea& read^ and of course no liglrt buifc 
iivine lighty which^ all experience teaches ns^ wheft 
admitted in exidusioa of the li^t of common sense^ 
guides men to palpable darkness. From these prem^ 
ises you will conclude that supersttiion and fanati-* 
cism have their rankest growtii here. No — Tliey 
are ranker in Italy and Spain^ becaiuse speculators iff 
illvinity have nunre intaence thjere ; but here they 
are rank. In the twilight^ (this is the lime ol 
prayers^) when parting day and solitude shed a kind 
of solemnity over the mind^ I frecjpiently walk upon 
my house top and view the animal world below. 
1 behold at the same instant hundjiiAs of souls upoa 
tlieir terraces prostrating themselves at the shrine of 
their tutelar deity, while in the cells below and 
mosques is heardthe din of incessaat prayer. Wifli 
their faces towards Mecca, tiiey kneel, they pray ; 
fall prostrate on the ^und and kiss the dust. They 
eontiuue long at these devotions. With sad distort 
tiOfiB of countenance, souls agitated with holy zeal, 
and hearts religiously distended with hatred towards 
the unbelieving dogs who are not blinded with their 
light, they bless God that they were bom under the 
inflTience of the true religion, and were not left to per- 
ish under Christian delusion.^ A thousand ideas, 
faster than I can digest them, rush upon my mind on 
these solemn occasions : and, whether from pity or 
from sympathy I know not, my soul joins the torrent 
fijf prayer. ^' Incomprehensible source of being and- 
perfecticm •! Can the^e devotions of thy creatures, so 
ftenaible of their dependence, however darkly ignor- 
ant they are, and -however erroneous they may be, 

* I asked a Turk who frequents my house ifbe would go 
*f3 America and turn Christian ? He said he should like to go 
iheve ; but Ibr a thousand worlds he woiild not turn Christigi^ 

^I^U lose his soul. \ 
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tmXk tbqr be less Mceptable to tliee than tite stenfi^ 
«F souls more refined^ offered with less simplicity and 
eqaal arrogance ? Or art Uiou moved like a sec^ 
teriaa and wrought upon by a rite ? Bo I not at this 
lament conceive thee addressed through a million 
diflferent channels ; and may they not all direct their 
course to ik» vast ocean of thy §;oodiiess P^^ But these 
are ejaculatory enquiries too sacred to be explained 
to ti^ natural man : I leave them therefore to the so- 
lution of those distinguished mUiisters of Ught who 
l»ive penetri^ed the arcana of God^ and pursue my 
observations us a layman^ only beg^ng the* iuduU 
gence to turn the period of my prayer with, 

^ Let not thb weak, uokiiowmg hand 

Presume thy bolts to throw ; 
Nor deal damnation round the land 

On each I judge thy foe.** 

I said they pray with their faces towards Mecca. 
Can you be persuaded that the more enlightened of 
these favorites of heaven are so particular in this 
point that they shape their position with a compass ? 
It is true! The tomb of our savior has a variation 
from this point of only eighteen degrees from that of 
Mahomet, which is imperceptible to the eye. Should 
accident or ignorance^ on these occasions^ point a 
Mussulman's nose towards Jerusalem^ jealousy might 
induce the prophet to con«jider It as a breach of good 
faith^ a compliment meant to his rival, and an insult 
offered to his*dignity, which would incense the father 
of ,^ods and men to rain wrath upon the hapless 
subject of this error. In Italy this same equal God 
would pour equal wrath upon the blasphem'ous 
scoundrel, who to the prejudice of the true Messiah 
should pay a civility to the memory of Mahomet ! 
Man ! Thou paragon of rational inconsistency f 
How grateful ought thou to be to thy common Fa- 
ther for pitying thy weakness, suffering thy absurdi- 
ties, pardoning thy pride and withholding from thee 
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lilg lM)lts'iMr ViBtigeaitee with wMdi thou WotiMMt 
feeiplrot&lly destroy luid reei]^roeal}y dBcmh tlrf 
Wbme race ! 

The ignorance^ dopetstiticms tradition attd eivfl 
and reli^otts tyrranny^ which depress the hutnait 
Mud here, exclude improvement of every kind ; 
consequently the same habits^ customs and mannetir^ 
which were observed in the east three Oiotisand years 
ago^ are still prevalent here. E\^ry thing is done 
to the greatest poi»sibIe disadvantage. 

ITie Turks ajfe the lords of the cotintnr. They 
form -the government and the regular military^ and 
although they bear a very small portion to the whole 
number of inhabitants^ every thing yields to theii? 
convenience and pleasure. Thtey are consequently 
imperious^ overbearing and insolent i regardless of 
human right and unmoved by human misery. They 
subsist generally by plunder of some kind ; either 
indirectly upon the natives of the country, or directly 
upon the effeminate Christian powers of the Mediter* 
ranean, with somie one of whom^ for this sole pur- 
pose, they are perpetually at war. The government 
draws ite support from the same sources ; and, to 
the shame of Christendom and humanity, has so es* 
tablished the system, that Europe and America stip^ 
ulate its guarantee by treaty compact. The general 
principle pf the Barbary Regencies is the same. 

Algiers has seven kings of Europe and two repub- 
lics, besides the American empire, held in direct or 
indirect tribute. Yet I consider Algiei^ far from be- 
ing invulnerable from the most inconsiderable of 
those powers. Tunis is but little less arrogant, 
though far less formidable. What can induce these 
submissions ? A groveling policy in the more north- 
ern states of IBurope, founded on commercial rival- 
ship, of feeing these pirates to raise impediments to 
^acb other, and a cowardly effeminacy which has 
long since unmanned Spain, Italy and the Islands in 
their dependencies, ana which has cultivated a spir- 
it of tame submission. What should have brought 
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^^MftAu into the measure? GovetoHAMrt^jealotiiiy 
of th^r own suYerniaeut and illfounded cr^ulity in 
foi^gn intervention* Had the government of the U- 
putecT Si^ates persevered in their first resolntionf of 
li^owing a forc^ in this sea^ we might have held o^r 
own terms : but^ to save the expei^ of that arma* 
luent^ wp have expended as much cash in negoeia- 
lion as its equipment would have cost : we have en^, 
tailed, on oursi^lves and posterity the payment of ft 
tribute^ which^ with freight and insurance^ will a- 
momit annually to forty thousand dollars ; tod we 
iiave obtained^ with two of these regencies^ a pteca- 
mus peace. I say precttripusp beca|ise all expert- 
.ence teaches us thai no 'peace betweesr nations cail 
be permanent, which is not guaran^ed by mutual in- 
terests or equal force^ longer than while the imposing 
power is paid an equivalent to the probable advanta- 
ges of breaking it* These Kegencies will fabricate 
pretexjts for accumulating their claims upon us^ so 
U)ng as we shall have a commerce in tliis sea worth 
these sacrifices to their avarice for its protection^ and 
we remain apparently in a situation to give it fio otb« 
^ more effectual protection. We have^ therefore^, 
Quly this choice of measures^ to concede uncondition^* 
ally to their demandsi or to effectuate different hab« 
its of feeling among them towards us from the pres- 
ent> by showing a force here* We hUve no other 
fdternative. It is indeed an erroneous calculation to 
seek to save the expense of this kind of protection by 
istipukting pqyments to a gang of fearless robbers^ 
whose avidity for plunder is as insatiable as death $ 
not to say any thing of the national degradation col- 
lateral to this measure* My fellow citizens then 
may reconcile themselves to open their purses to buy 
otto of roses to perfume Mussulmen's beards^ or to 
open their gun ports to protect their purses and re- 
deem their reputation. For my own part it grates 
me mortally^ when I see a lazy Turk reclining at his 
ease upon an embroidered sopha^ with one christian 
slave to fan away the flies; another to hand his 6of- 
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f^e, and a third to liold his pipe ; and when 1 veHiti 
that the sweat of my eountrymen eontributes to pro^ 
eure him this ease. It is still more grating to per- 
ceive ihat the Turk belkves he has a right to de- 
mand this contribution^ and that we^ lik« Italians^ 
have not fortitude to resifirf; it. £ngland<, at presenty * 
se^ms to be the only nation of Europe suitably re-'. 
(Spected by these K/egencies f The lion of England 
mows them Ms teeth. Algiers feigns a friendship 
for the' United Stafe, for the same reason that an old 
bawd fatlls violently in love with a young factor ; 
she has got hold of his purse strings and is determin- 
ed to pick his pockets. It is but justice to say of 
Tunis that it hai» a wise and an amiable prince^ but 
he entertains no adequate ideas of the importance of 
the United States : he cannot diiscriminate betweett 
Mediterranean and transatlantic Christians. When 
I talk to him of the strength^ independence and en- 
terprise of my country, he leer* at it : I hope he may 
be taught to think more justly of us- 

W^riB I to go into a: detail (rf the insults, A$g^s- 
sions and ba;ibarities which these pirates are every 
day practising upon their tame Christian neighbors^ 
you would be astonished. It is a common thing a- 
mong them to take masters and g^amen out of the 
merchailt vessels in their harbors, and unmercifully 
bastinade them for refusing any thing required of 
them however trifling or howevet extraivagaut. I 
think it would throw me into a perspiration to see art 
American treated in this manner. Yety if found 
here, they are as subject to it under existing circum- 
stances as any other Christians. 

I con fix no period to the probable time of my se- 
clusion from society and happiness. Please to men- 
tion me agreeably to your lady ; and believe me to 
be, my dear sir, as^ cordially and as sincerely as ever^ 
Your friend and humble servanty 

WILLIAM EATON. 
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. SxTBACT : To Mr. Pickering, f Private.^ 

FROM the similarity of soil and eli- 
nate be#vireen this coootry and some parts of the 
Vujited States^ it may be preramed that the ^Zo^a^ 
Jiig and clioe trae^ may he sucoessfolly enltivated in 
our country. 

The date se^s a. iff, hot bed of sand : it grows 
where no other yegetabcm is seen. The pine bar- 
rens of Geofgia wo^ be peonliarly friendly to this 
tree. It is produeed from the seed; is slow in 
g^Wth^ but v«y durable. It v^fy much resembles 
in afpearanee the cal^^age tree.. The firuit is very 
])Lnjtritive : many people upon the bwders of - the 
desert subsist idmost entirely upon it It is used as 
a dessert at many tables. I send a few seeds by 
Mr. Shaw ; imd could wish that an experiment 
might be made with them by putting them into ih^ 
hands of a Georgian^ who extends his ideas of agri* 
cultural improvement to the Yazoo grants^ and a 
hundred years into futurity. The tree requijpes wa- 
teri]^ in the hot seasons. The fig also flourishes in 
a sandy soil : it requilres less moisture than the date. 
,The wild fig grows spontaneously upon the islands 
on the coasts of Oen^Egia ; which is a sufficient proof 
that ti)ie true m^ be cultivated there. If the scion 
can be grafted I intend trying the ei^riment of in- 
troducing it to ^^erica. The healthy properties of 
thia fruit are known to every body. VHien green, as 
well as dry, it forms an agreeable dessert. 

The olive rsequires a tenaceous soil ; but the cirr 
cumstance. of the plains of this country being ver- 
dant with ttiem, when tb^re has not fall^ a drop of 
rain for more that fifteen weekS/» proves that the tree 
^an subsist with very little moisture^ Th^ marly 
«oiloftheOhio and the Misi^issippi, and the clay 
bottoms of theSouthern States, would bp most prob^ 
*bly favorable to the cultivation of the olive. It is 
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BToduced from ih^ sli^ : it is of slow growth ; but H 
livQf to aa amazing age. We see olive potes here 
which from the ruins of walla that enclosed them, 
appear to have been planted by Europeans ; and 
which are yet fruitful. There is np need that any 
thing should be said of the produce of this tree 
neither as it rjespects the sustenance of life nor as a 
source of wealth. I contemplate attempting td in- 
troduce this i^ee also to America if circumstanoes 
should operate to favor the project. I do not know 
that the project has been assayed. Whatever may 
be the success of it^the anticipation that future gener- 
ations may see sources of Ufis and wealth covering 
the immense sand and clay barrens of our country^ 
which now present a discouraging surfai^^ is ma 
figreeable subject of contemplation. 

To Mrs. Baton, 

Tums^ JprU iStk, |800, 
I AM at this moment excee^gly press, 
ed with business^ having with me two ships loadfaig 
for Europe, and having communications td make to 
government of the ultimate result of my exertions 
the last year. Every thing is well with me, both 
public and personal. I have received the full ap- 

Srobation of the President on the manner in which I 
ave conducted the affairs of the United States in a 
very critical moment ; and the warm expressions of 
friendship of Mr. Pickering in a private letter frdni 
him on the subject. I should not mention these 
things, but I suppose a man may be a little /ttmtfe'or 
with his wife without being charged with vanity. 
Besides, I Know you feel every thing whi^h touches 
me. My prospects of commerce are truly flatter* 
iug 5 and my health, thank God, was never better. 
You have wept for me, Eliza. God will let us re- 
joice together. 1 am more and more persuaded 
f }i^t the^e is a superintendant power, a Being of 
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|fistice^ who regiiHs human alTfirs^ and who maheth 
the upri^t exertions of a man to prosper. 

■ To Mr. PiQKERiNG. fpritatej 

Tunis, May iWi, 1800. 
I BEAD your friendly letter of imh 
January^ with infinite satisfaction and a due sense of 
latitude* I am not less sensible to the honor dbne 
jne by the approbation the Firesident has been pleas- 
ed to confer on my conduct here. 

I am happy the discretion I used in drawing an out- 
fit* did not incur censure. The situation in which I 
found myself on arnving here rendered some such 
expedient necessary. It was not without hesita- 
tion I adopted it^ not feeling confident that my de- 
ductions from your comments would be admitted ; 
knowing however, that, if not finally allowed, it 
might be placed to my debt on accpunt of salary. 

It may not be improper to note here, what I do not 
ehuse should appear in my official communications, 
unless a question be made on the subject, that the 
British consul'ei stated salary is 800Z. sterling per an. 
and perquisites of office, last year, nearly 12001. 
The Butch consuVs, who is charge des aifairs for the 
Emperor and Republic of Kagusa, about 30(K) dol- 
burs ; perquisites of office more than three times this 
sum last year J Bagusa being the principal carrier 
for Tuniigi j and the consul receiym^ five per cent oi^ 
the freight of their vessels : (the British Consul also 
takes five per cent :) the Danish Consul about 3000 
dollars : the Spanish Consul 4OO0 dollars and all 
expenses defrayed by government, even his ward 
robe : the Swede about 3000 dollars. 

From an estimate of the expenses of my table the 
last year, I find its amount B.1,970 48 cts. exclusive 
of clotiiing, horsekeeping and domestics' salaries, 
^y house, however, the last ye||,r, has been a cara- 

♦ J55,OQQ. 
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TansAfj. *Bv^ hoAj^ who had the ear of the Bey^ 

whether Christian (Famin excepted) or Massulman^ 
(the latter have no scraples to a glass of wine under 
a christian flag^) have been my ^' good friends.^' 
For this sum a family might have been subsisted. 

Market provisions are much dearer here than ia 
Algiers ; say 83 1-3 per cent Ought not the sabu 
ry to be in proportion ? The consular houses are 
much more in atile. .If the American be singular in 
bis resourses this will not be admitted as a sufficient, 
excuse for his being so in his expenses. The outfit < 
helped me. The surplus of furnishing the house 
and what cash I brought out, I embarked, incog. 
in trade with an English gentleman : and it has suc- 
ceeded beyond my calculation* I was compelled to. 
do this or go into debt 

To Mr. Pynchmi. 

TitMW, •*% Jj83rf, 4800. 
IT was not my intention to write you by ^ 
this opportunity, because my vacant head could in<* 
diet nothing worth your reading. But, rummaging ^ 
this morning, among old passports, bills of health, 
manifests, protests, old letters and mimuseript chaos 
of my own, I found, in a mutilated state, the original 
of the enclosed scrap. They are rhapsodies which 
occurred at the instant of hearing of the death 6f the 
best and greatest mere man who ever died. On a 
review of it I like it ; not because it is poetical or 
elegant ; but because it is a strong expression of the 
impression the intelligence made on my mind. I 
send it to you that* it may be printed, under your iur 
spection, in the waste Comer of a Newspaper. It 
savors a little of heathenism, but not in the least of 
atheism nor democracy. 
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WASHINfeTON^a Reception in Elysium. 

IT was a glad iDorn yrhtn great Jove annoiiiicedy 
♦* Our glorious Washington arrives to day." . 
A thousand suns^ to grace the arch of heaven^ 
Were lighted into li^tre on the occasion ; 
And stars, that twinkled, through the beams of day y 
Were ranged to add a brilliance to the grandeur. 

A barge, constructed of the deals of akt 
Manned by eight heroes' spirits ; antient half. 
Half modem; David, Israel's royal warrior ; 
Ctbus the Persian Conqueror ; Philip's spn ; 
And Rome's first Emfieror, mighty Julius C jssar | 
Alfred the Great ; Lewis the boast of France ; 
Peter the Czar, and Prussia's deathless FredeIiic $ 
Drake at the helm ; bore him across the Styx. 
Phocion and Fabius, Charlemagne and Warren^ 
Stood and received him on the other si^e ; 
And led him through Avemus. On the fields 
Of fair Elysium , ranged in open order, 
With arms presefited, stood the host of hes^en. 
As he approached the right, a signal given, 
The park celestial thundered a salute. 

Once more were seen his loved compatriots, 
Heroes who bled on young Columbia's plain?, ^^ - 

Proceeding joyfiil in their- Greneral's train. 

As he drew ocar the city, every gate 
Was thrown wide open. On the lofty ramparts, 
Celestiat^ myriads crouded, gazed and shouted. 
While all heaven's batteries thundered a salute.. 

A million virgins o'er the gilded pavements 
Spread laurel, cassia, aromatic fiowers ; 
And sang, once more, <^ The conquering Hero comes." 

Creat nature's monarch from his pearly throng 
Kose gracious ; and, all affable, half bending, 
Half did him homage, while he bade him Wellcome s 
And all the court of Jove lespectful btxwed. 

Ail night bid Franklin, seated on a cloud, 
Displayed illuminations through the realm. 

Such the respect the great accord to goodness, 
And such the joy which filled the etherial courts, 
When WASHINGTON received a crown immortal. 

But, o'er the Western hemisphere of earth, 
That day was veiled in sadness : poignant grief,. 
Unknown till then, oppressed a nation's breast i 
And half a world o'erw helmed in mighty sorrow^ 
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Weep not, Columbia, that thy Son cmd Soldlep '^ 

Ascends to gloiy unalloyed, eternal. 
Wbuldst thou confine a soul like his to earth, 
Where black ingia^ii^e and envy reign 1 

In hall the hearts of men I Perhaps he still 
Remains thy Guardian Genius and thy Friend. '^'^ 

Most sure 1 am heaven can bestow no gift, 
No honors grant, conferno dignity, ' - 

So grateful hallas this^f reward 8oam^ 
For all his toils4ind lArliiesi as a man, 
And sure I am, there*ft no competitor, 
In heaven or earth, that can with him contest. 
The claim to chis distinction and deposit. 

Weep not, Columbia, Washihotosi is still ^ 

Thy Guardian Renins tbf imnMMtttl Gttide** 

' Barbmryf March Uty ISbO. ; 

To Mr* Harbis. 

THE death ef tj^r Pairiarch liad bee^ 
told iht^fmgk tiiis regtoa^ bdbre your letter announc- 
ed it. You have wept in America. You have ha^ 
cause • The world should weep. Man has lost a 
friend I As a nmn and as aqi JLtmriamy I feel a deep 
impression of manly sorrow. But as a ckrisHa^^ and 
an admirer of that extraordinary man^ I am glad he 
has aseended. He lived enoos^ to ^ory ! enough 
to usefulness. It were unkind to wish him long^ 
from home : we owe infinite gratitude to heaven li^r 
lending him so long. He has left us the immortsd 
mcmumKefiis of his virtue. He ha^ left us his exam- 
. pies. He has left us a country. Long as America 
retains a single symptom of patriotism^ honor^ or 

, * Seehis, valedictorjr address to the Citizens of the United 
States in 1796* Redd it in thy holy placea. Mnd it about thy 
neck. Print it on the tablet of thy heart. It shall keep ihee 
from the strange ipoman.^ It ^all deliver tltee from the mftr" 
lot\ that litetH in wait for thy 80t»l. 

t Sister France ! 

♦ Mother Bittwh I 
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drotti^ 80 kms bM c^liz^M^ pft as the name of Wash- 
ingtoa oeciirs^ shall feel their own virtues reinforced^ 
find blush at corruption : even depravity itself shall 
feel a digaified pride from the reiected hcmor to 
ba^e hqen bom in; a country which bore such a son. 

Treach^ and fraud will be repulsed at the 
idea that ihe spirit of tVMhington witnesses their 
iuMgues. America has lost k friend and t^faHier. 
Heaiven has acquired an ornament and a son. 

N. B. Do not forget to send me a register. The 
object is qiot so much to know the ^^ new moons and 
appoinled feasts^^' as' the d^artments of State^ war^ 
navy^ members of Congress^ p^omotiotts^ depressions^ 
bills of mortality^ births^ marriages^ revivals of rc- 
ligion^ extraordmary instances of conversions to fed- 
eralism^ epigrams anecdotes^ recipes to cure the bite of 
mad dogs^ mad politicians^ and rattle snakes^ (they are 
all a bite^} the sting of scorpions^ plague and hypo ; 
and such other useful and wise matters as ^^ the gen- 
flemav?8 annual pocket remetAfrraneer^^ gmerally 
contains. 

To Mr. PiCKBHiNG. ^Prilwte.^ 

TuniSy July %i$t, 1800. 
THE morning next succeediii^ the ^^ 

Sarture of his Danish MaJesty^s Consul General^ tte 
knish Masters of vessels^ then captured^ six in 
number, came in a body and desired me to redeem 
their vessels. It was understood that they could 
opona credit in Leghorn. I accordingly went to 
the minister^ and proposed^ in my own name> to 
purchase the Danish vessels^ He closed l^ith the 
proposal and appointed his agent* I examined i\k» 
'^ssels ; (they had not been then plundered ;) and 
made an offer. He demanded time to deliberate^ 
In the interim the Danish Captains discovered ap«< 

Srehensions of danger in pursuing ihe project 
ly word was passed ; and my only hope rested in 
refusal of my bid on the part of the Government 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 

• / 

i^ L»« OF 

fstuin Overind me. GkivemittMt Miiictted, ligr itlMlr 
agent, his bid. To wbieli I replied thai I eensider^ 
ea tbe bMiness at an end on my pttH, beeamie I mm 
fixed in jny first Ud* The next day I departed Pm 
Biaerte : but had been but twelve hours Ai^ when ^ 
me9sa^ arrived expref»fiig Ihe oBtakiibment 0fth% 
gavemment at iky depwwre, heeoMSe theit ajt^ut 
had Peceived orienio cUm wi^ mjf^eitn Ivo^ 
tiueiied fantdediately ; finished tfie bargain^ aftd feed 
on the mo^ of payment. I now rep^^tod Ae bnsi* 
iieis to Che Panish Captains ; but t^ ftiled alitor 
getfier. I now found myself in poofleooion of aifc 
\*eB$dB, purchaned on ettdlty in a sknation by ^^ 
moans elijj^le. ' !! 

To Mas. Baton. ^ -h\ 

YOU win pn^ably f^unxiotis to know byi 

^ ever^ oeeasion^ the situation of my health and affiun^ 

^* p&rtiealarly as you may have heard that the ptagoe' 

is in this city. With satbfaction I annonnee to yon 

that we are no longer a]armed by thirt destroyer. It 

u now six days pince any accident has happened ; 

and we have a flattering hope that the malady has 

5fabsided tdtogether. 1 am, thank Oed^ in perfect 

health. My aifidrs are en a |^d footing : my 

prospects flattering. My resolutions to v^um to iAf, 

iQcrica next spring fixed. , , 

Being charged with tbe afiabs of the Danish n*-. 

Hon^ I redeemed six prise vessels for their (Captains $ 

hut they^ failing in payment^ have abandoned the 

vessels to me. If no unforeseen accident befal m^ 

we may count on a sj^eulation here of ten thous«i4 

dollars, on a moderate calculation : and the business 

conducted on tbe broadest principles of equity and 

honor. I purchased on credit, of the Government of 

Tunis. No man has, at this moment, mofe credit nor 

influence here than the Jbrnerican Consul. After a 

year of the most anxioua perplexify and concent 
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00^4^ hf^ ^in^^t |Hin^ will not 

j^i|4|^ia/tely plMnf e I sb&U be careful to ad^ 

Mj exeftkuis to W» } foA without some uafbreseea 
Unii^diiaent, i know mi why we may mitkee^ 
eraipaBj tiH i «iay kave t)^ feti^^ to consiga tl^, 
|foimt of our eaterpciffea to a IaAj of a x%\ix^ 
]^e $ta1ile aAd eowitant ebaracfter tbaa Dame^ For- 
llQ^. In nhMtf ii I should bap]^n to mi^e a hand- 
iWe piKq^iNft^ li^re^ I trait no candid cemmentator 
wiU s|iy I have nf^ ^perited it 
^ Jloie^ any bcMly Imkp^w in Am^nea wh«t has caused 
1^ removal ^ my reiii^eeted, Inved^ ko^T^^^fmndi 
Mr* Pickeri^ ? it is inq^oss^bla, if any tt^ng iir im- 
possible^ that he should be capable of malfeasance 
of office. Pray let me knaw What common fame 
says on the subject* I lament }^9 disgrace ; for I 
cannot^ without strong reasons^ believe he has merit- 
€iA U. If tbat mi^i be^ifMtlrftil and just^ I will no 
more h«pe ^ tnd an hc^M m<ui anio^fg ^he race of 
bi^n^: on whoia CMifvaid to have stamped 1m9 
0wn image. 

Ta Mr. Pt^CKfiniNG* 

MX coigeeture has been tn^ tl^ raeli 
9^d turned bi^rupt on the subje^lr of your removal 
A RHfp^dio^ Q^ del^iqueivcy cannot have a moment's 
eitistence : for, if this were true, the chief Magifr- 
tr#^ woql^ iiot lose a momwt in justifying himself 
tf the puhUc by expiring faets. It is not impossible 
that ^ueh a saeriftce may have been thc^u^ht necessa- 
ry to the security of an impenaing election. 0^. 
Marshal, it is presumed^ has more influence to the 
southwii(i4 than H^ predecessor. And who can say 
that tj|u8 ehetiqm may not be necessary to the saft^ty 
of the state ? And if so ^^ it is expedient that oiif man 
akouM dlM^ fprjk^. people ; and that the whole nation 
p^rlslt not !'' p^t nowever necessary smJk mt election 
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may be to the safMy of the state^ I am iLmteh«s»»?e 
the measure, resorted U) in ordl^r to secure n, will dfe- 
feat its own cAject. Arisftides will be Arfeti^ 
still ; and the very faction wlio were tited of hearing 
him called the Jk^ will honor in exile whom iistj 
dreaded in office; and detest the hand that Ims 
wronged him ; for however fend men are of pniilmg 
tiieir resentments and carrying their measures hy ^U 
means, they cannot but hate the itistniment of iqds- 
tice which favors them. ^The chief magistrate, how- 
ever upright may have been his mbtives^ will add 
nothing to his interest f rom oppositioii ; wUle he 
hazards to alienate his supporters by an act whkh 
admits a suspicion of sinister rather flkan piatriotie 
yiewisi. 

To Mfts; Eaton". 

TuvAs, J^ovember OH, 1809. 
MY last letter was dated 19th August. 
In that I mentioned thati had redeemed six Danish 

Size vessels. But I have restored them again to 
eir original proprietors. Asfc you why ? BecMse 
there is more pleasure in being generous tiian rich. 
I could undoubtedly have sayed eight ot ten thous- 
and dollars by the speculation. But, ^^ man wants 
but little^ nor that little long.^' I have had the pleas- 
ure of seeing eighty six unhappy captives embarlc in 
these vessels and shape their course fwr their native 
country. 

After I had resigned the Banish aflhirs mto th^ 
hands of their proper Agent, I received from tike Ad- 
miral, charged with t commission to arrange exist- 
ing difficultfes, the following letter, viz. 

^^ On hoard the Factor in the Road of Tunis. 

September fS^th, 1800. 

\ Sir, . 

I should neglect my duty if, before leav- 
ing this Road, J should refiise myself the lK)no^ an^ 
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Aepltasure tor^i^f toyoa bow gratdAd tamf^r 
tte serviees yota have had the goodness to render 
. 3by Mug ind coantry^ hotii at the time of our mism- 
^ ielUgenoe with Turns and at the instant of negocia- 
r ting a truce ; in the first case b^ regarding wi& sin- 
^^ar ca:re his rabjeets in chains Irare ; in the sec- 
; ond by aiding with your li^t the measures necessary 
k to [Krodaee the desired accommodation. I am here 
-but the oi^nof my sovereign^ to whom I have al- 
^ ready^ by my first reports^ commnnicated what you 
/ have done for us. The multitude of objects to him 
r4hen submitted did not allow me to extend this sub- 
' l^ctto the extent of my wishes ; but certainly I 
t»baU not ftiil by the first occa^on to finish the agree- 
able part I have begun. And I flattef myself, ISiir^ 
on my return here to be spedally charged by his 
Majesty to give ymi assurances of his sense of obli- 
galfon. Have the goodness in the mean time, @ir^ 
to accept the partiettlar assurance of my personal 
gratitude, as well for the influenee you have been 
pleased to use during the course of then^gociaMcm 
of which a hap[^y issue is the effect, as also for the 
great politeness yon have »hown myself and genitle- 
,, men under my orders attached to the service of his 
. I^uish Majesty. 

' With perfect egteem and cmsHeration^ 
Ikofee the honor to be, 
iSe>> your most hnmble 

and i^ry obliged 'servant. 
fSignedJ KOEFAED. 
To Mr. William Raton, 
J Consul isfthe United StcAes o/ America at Tunis.^^ 

The following extract of a letter from Mr: Cathcart 
to Mr. Eaton, unfolds a curious trait of Mahome- 
tan intolerance and superstition. 

Tripoli, Feb. 17*A, 1800. 
Capt. Mahco being detained hereby 
<^iitrary winds, gives me an opportunity of informing 
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Mo&Mreh^9 okar^ter. W^ not having luid any raiii 
awefi the SOtti of ImA Afril^ ejiccip1,a vi&rjf simlt 
abovifer ,^a th^ 8th of Beoember^ the Bo% tike ISth 
lAflt. gqtve the foUowi^ fidievkiw order ; that att 
the jNinth of the oit^^ (^hould Msemblei aod ea^taki^ 
nr s^^ne^ and repaid t^^ tho Ca^V aeal^ where he a4^ 
minUiters justice to the populaee ; ai^ tbeit and 
there hea^e a stone at hioivaa a laarkof the jtiat ia^ 
testation the Bashaw hfis for Ml aet^ of ajusttce r> 
99A f(3thoiigh h^ Goiild not yrav« my thing againat 
said eivU magisti!ate^ fa^ w^ led i^ b^eairet^t hi 
laust have eoinmUted several aots of tto mwst flagnuut 
fi^jtistif^e^ ^ ^ifijUithiiig less cQuld bav« kioenseo th^ 
great and only Allnh tci that dei^roo as to^e^kaoe hioi 
til withhold his bounty ffiw ^^W^f, |m^[iu1oiis ani • 
aotie^t !Pa«haliCjF th^ ahod^ of the liaitwil tmA tf^- 
r^'of its eAeq^ies. go farfter ordered thi^^ if the 
Giadi pvas not preawt^ t^ i^hoirld ^a«t the i^ooes M 
Jhis seat i which would be sufBeimt^ mm the j^royhot 
M*onld intercede for thfW :in vfartue of flifii j^tm^ 
tention^ withont insistii^ w the rigor of the mU. 
The jboys^ thvou^h i^nornnee of tfaeorder^ or nrnties^ 
I know not which, proceeded to his worship's se^'; 
nn^ ne^t %ding hM^ Uieri^ damolk^hed It^ and filled 
^t widi stones : and then wwt in a h^^ to his dwelt 
ing house. The servants beiog ajpprised ofthei^ 
coming, barricaded the doors, so that they conld 
not get in. They however filled the door with 
atones, until it was rendered unservieeaUe, 9^A the& 
re%ed with^.exi^tion^ This ha|)qpeDed cm a very 
cloudy day, wind about S. S. E. which is a land 
windy and extrein^ely warm, the a^ir i«prepi«ted vintfa 
small sftndffpffi ,the desert ; the whole indiea>ting & 
thunder storm and rain. The prophet, however, 
this time was inexorable. The wind came round to 
^he N. W. and ft»e clear weather ensued. On the 
13ib, wind to th^ southward as before, the snn obscur- 
ed wii^ clouds a^diiand indicated rain. The Bush- 
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Hit, tffr dMiM to^MNf^^ftMMB \f^md mftilMhni^ 
if 46«At, ordered ihe bojrs to 4««(my tile ftppftrfttUi! 
^ ilie nym^gognt. This MrM a fMsi M* them. 
iFlNy went in a fM>dy anmnd ; i^Aih i^tofiei». Hie 
lliftp witk se^^ea branehe^ WM des(ro|^d t the ImA^ 
«{i Was spik : tbe Mbenmsle w«i ^latNl ^ tke lioljr 
«¥i^^ were tiirewzi dewn and^toni : tte Vail of tlie 
temple wta te^t 4n tw$lm ; and tiiey pkyeA <lie ?e^ 
^Tfli!i'theMnd^iem'M»fe#9ricm. ' 

Wliea Die pepakee in any ^Miiln' fiadii them- 
eeAfed<v«i^d'wiithp0wefr, they geMAlly are eKIier 
i j$Baraiit of the extent delegated to them^ or ffiaUeiodfii^ 
ly iturpass its bdunds. The boys^ not content with 
their atehieimeKt at the synagogue^ went into sever- 
al ai the Jew8 hmtses, and broke their moveables^ 
and hove stcmea at the poor creatares^ who had no 
081^ alternative bat a preeipitate flight. The mar- 
aboots paraded the streets, and marine^ and threw 
stjWes at Uie Jews and Ghrtettans, in sign of iheir de- 
te»tation and emaity for all orders of men bat those 
thi^ profess the true Mnssulman faith. An impe- 
rial Uaptain' was wounded en the eye brow by one 
of those holy missile weapons^ whiefa was the only 
Christian that was corporally hnrt by this ceremony : 
f but onr feelings must have been callous not to have 
sensibly fek Ihe horrors of our humiliating situation* 
Does not humanity recoil^ my dear sir^ at the indig- 
nity tlifHse poor Jews continually suffer^ and yet they 
content themselves at the very instant of receiving 
them> by plannit^ clandestine* schemes of retalia- 
tion ; aiid are^ or seem> perfectly happy, when they 
have^ (by the practice of the most eonsummate decep- 
tion^ which they study from theii^ infancy) over 
reaehed w taken advantage of an enemy of their re- 
ligion, be the acquisition ever so trifling, they retire 
to their dwellings with their ill acquired gains, and 
exult in an atehievment^ the peipetration of which 
witii us would be branded with infamy. 

The prophet, who had been in the dumps duripg 
the whole time of the Ramadan^ and hau not paid 
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th^ leiuit regltrd to (lie faatmg luidl ]^^ it tlie 

true believers^ was now so pleased with theperseeu- 

tions of hk fellow men^.that he interceded so effecta* 

ally with the immmiml AHah ! that the windows <rf 

heaven were, opened on the 14th ingt» jmd the raia 

descended in t^rrents^ accompanied with thunder 

a^d li^tni^^ wiiieh lasted until the ni^ht of t^ 

i^f whett the wind coBiing to the N. V[. it cl^ared^ 

and we have now fine weath^. * The Jews are of o* 

^^, pinion that thw holy things will shiure a simili^ fate 

^^P every dry seasip^ and Ihut this will be quoted a^ a 

^ precedent. . 
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EXTRACTS. 

To Gek. Marshall^ Secretary of StAXE. 

Tunis, September ti, 1800« 
' AT the sacrifice of eight vesksels and 
cargoes, and 61^440 Spanish dollars for the red^mp* 
tfbn of eighty six captives, the Danes have obtained 
h truce ivith the Regency of Tanis for four monthsi 
A history of this two montVs bloodless war would 
exhibit a picture worthy of-^D%nes f 

France on the other hand without a sact*ifi.cc has 
obtained a truce during the war with Earope^ and a 
release of all her citizens without redemption* 

It is a maxim of the Barbary States^ that ^^ The 
Christians who would be on good terms with them 
mvLf^t fight well or pay welV^ France and Denmark 
bear testimony to this maxim. 

The six Daiiisb vessels^ mentioned in a former 
communication^ which I pui^chased of this Regency 
for the owners, I have l^estored to their respective 
masters on condition of the Commodore redeeming 
my credit and reimbursing actual disbursements; 

To tHE Secretary of SxAXEi 

TiiniSy J^aeerhber Isf, 1800. 
I WAS at the palace this morning and 
yesLerday. Says the Bey ; " What am I to de- 
duce from all your assurances of punctuality on thti 
part of your government ?^^ I answered : your Ex- 
cellency will have the goodness to believe that when 
irtformation of our definitive afrangements was re- 
ceived in the United States^ the stores, which we 
have stipulated as the condition of peace With you> 
were growing on our mountains, at the sources of 
our riverSi ^' Am I to suppose then/^ said he ♦ 
^* your guns and your powder, comprised in that 
stipulation, were growing on your inountains ? yotf 
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Slid no dijBBculty jn dischar^ng yoHr obli^tiMSi> 
with Algiers. Do you suppose me less able thanp 
Algiers to compel the punctual observance of trea^ 
ties ?^^ By no meam>^ said I ; if we,, have been^more 
attentive to Algiers then to you, it is not because we- 
consider you less respectable, but more just thair 
Algiers. ^^ We must make an end pf compliment ;'r 
said he. '' It would give me pain to affront you ; 
but facts justify the conclusion, that if you suppose 
me just, you study to amuse my justice. Denmark 
may furnish you a caution against such a reliance*-^^ 
I suppose, said I, your Excellency can have no doubt 
that the residue of our peace presents have long 
since been at sea : but the winds have been many 
days against us. ^' They have been against n,s three 
years f^ said he. Your Excellency will recollect 
they were very favorable last spring. ^^ Not so fa> 
vorable as I, had been flattered to believe they would 
have been ;^' said he. 'Wlbat can be done* ? I asked^ 
shall we make war upon the elements ? ^* You ean 
chiise your measures : and you need not be surprised 
if I reserve to myself the same privilege ;'^ he an- 
swered. Permit mq, said I, to demand an explana^ 
lion of this entendre, " Events will explain it y^] 
said he. I observed : if this manner of evasion cdv'- 
er a menace I ought to know it for my government 
in giving passports to yoi^r cruisers. " In this/^ 
said he, ^^ you will use your own discretion. If 
you give them it is an evidence tfiat you are at 
peace with me. Ji you refuse them, 1 have nothing 
serious to- appreliend from it.'^ Cutting reply ! to 
which I maoe ncrejoindre. I could draw nothing 
direct from him. I do not know whether to sound 
an alarm or still to say, all is welL But I ve^nture 
to repeat, if something do not appear soon to my re-, 
lief, I shall shortly be compelled, instead of ordinary 
communications, to make my monthly reports of •SL- 
merican Slaves. And if government will take the 
trouble to review my letters they cannot but bo sensi- . 
Me that this event has less resulted from any delio^ ^ 
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^ency of my communicatioiis than from want of 
suitable respect to them. I pray HeaVen for the spee- 
dy arrival of fte Ship expected from New York. 
Mean time I am at loss for projects to amuse the Re- 

fency. Sidi Joseph, Sapitapa, now prime, as he 
as long been principal, minister (Sidi Mustapha 
Coggea the old minister* having died the 10th ulti- 
mo^ aged 83) has a large Danish prise ship spoiling 
tft Porto Farina, which he has been a long time by 
his commercial agent, teasinc me to buy. I am re- 
solved to enter on a negociation to this effect. And 
if I can obtain a credit three or four months for the 
amount of its value, which cannot exceed four or five 
thousand dollars, it may divert his attention from 
greater objects. And if I should make a sacrifice in. 
the speculation it is presumed the important object it 
idins to secure will induce the government of the 
United States to indemnify me. 

To THE Secretary of State. 

Tunis f Utecemher Sth^ 1800, 
ON the 25th ult. it was intimated to me 
that there ^as an American ship in the road of Porto 
Farina. Instantly I sent off an express to enquire 
for facts. On the S7th, received a note from Cap- 
tain Coffin of the Anna Maria, informing me that he 
had been ten days in the road without being able to 
communicate with the shore, by reason of the weath- 
er, which was extremely bad. On the S8th, I asked a 
boat of the Bey to board her, which he said should be 
ready on the 30th, accordingly on the 30th, I embark- 
ed at Tnnis in an open boat, and arrived on board, teu 
leagues, at eight in the evening of the same day. On 
the morning following, 1st December^, had the honor 
of receiving your letter of 30th August, covering an 
invoice and bill of the ship's lading. Yesterday I 
returned to Tunis. Such part of the cargo as was be* 
tween decks was chiefly discharged before I left the 
:8hip. The quality of the articles are acknowled^e|[ 
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to be good ; but it is objected that the pUnk aad tbe 
oars ure too short ; and the government affects to be 
dissatisfied that the keels, guns, and p«rder are not 
come forwaj?d[« I believe tlie facts to be, the govern- 
ment are dissatisfied that any thing has eomefor^ 
itari^ If this opinion reqnire evidence, I consider it 
sufficient to state that the United States are the only 
Aation which have, at this moment, a rieh unguarded 
eomniyerce in the Mediterranean ; and that the Barba- 
ry Regencies are rirates. 

I take to myself the merit of having once mwe at 
least sQspended an expedition which was prepared 
for U8. Bnt we are yet deficient ; and I am not 
without apprehension that this defieiency will be re- 
sorted to as a pretext for surprising our merchantmeD*^ 
In which case they might do us incalculable mis- 
chief. These are considerations which, it is sup- 
posed, should compel exertions to fulfil our obliga- 
tibns with this Regency. I have very little prospect 
of reducing the Bey^s claim for the jewels, although 
he is not yet informed that I have commissioned for 
them. Theimmence concesnons he has received 
the summer past from Spain. Denmark, $icily, and 
Sweden have so diminished the condition of our 
peace in his eye that he says it is a trifle for so ^eat 
a commercial nation in consideration for the iudvan- 
tages of a free trade in this, sea. This government 
affect great personal respect and even friendship 
for me ; it is the assassins decoy. In return how- 
ever, I make their civilities reciprocal. But, again 
I repeat, unless our government change their mode 
of intercourse with thes^ Regencies, especially with 
this so far as. to be punctual, I have no means of 
maintaining the peace ; and it would be criminal in 
me to amuse the government with such a confidence. 
The Anna Maria will probably be discharged witbia 
her lay days. 
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O^Brien to Eaton. 

Mgievsj October i9th, iSOO. 

>SlR, 

I WROTE you, and fom arded your let- 
tstSf annoimciHg the arrival of the Washington the 
17th September. On the 9ih inatant said ship was 
ready lor sea, aokd would sail on the 10th, for the 
United States ; but the Dey, in a great fury, de- 
clared to rae, that if said slup did not proceed with 
his ambassador and v'egalia for Constantinople, he 
tto longer held to his friendship with the United 
States. We had no alternative but to acquiesce; or 
war would be the result, and, I am convinced, de- 
tention of the ship and crew, besides every other loss 
from a sudden surprise. It is a forced business. 
The ship is: under sail and is to return, God knows 
when ; but, sir, if any accident happens, depend, on 
the first news, said Potent Dey will send out his 
eorsaires and take all Americans in order to repay 
himself. The ship U the peace of the United States 
-'With Algiers^ I have had a severe squall. 

On the 14th instant arrived the ship Brutus, Cap- 
tain Brown. The Dey will insist that said ship 
will proceed to Rhodes to bring him a cargo of 
Turks. Observe said ship has 1056 cases oil and 
soap on board. The Dey told me if said ship dicl 
not go he would oblige her per force. No pay. — ^No 
consideration for the cargo. Nothing to hfi consid 
eied but the Dey's own despotic will. 

Crew of the Washington, 131, 1 
Ambassador and Suit, 10(^ C 33 L 
Negro women and children, 100, y 
4 horses; ISO sheep; 26 horned cattle ; 4 
lyons ; 4tygers; 4 antilopes ; 13 parrots : funds 
and regalia amount to nearly one million of dollars. 
&c. &c. We want six frigates in this sea io wait 

^ I do not believe it. Note by Eatqn. 
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the event of the Washington making the voya^ 
«a& or not. 

Notes of Eaton. 

Oenias of my country 1 How art thou prostrate ! 
Hast thou not yet one son whose soul revolts ; 
whose nerves ecdivulse^ bloodvessels bursty and heart 
indignant sweAls^ at thought of such debasement ; 

Shade of WoMhingtanJ Behold thy orphaned 
sword hung on a slave, a voluntary slave, and «erve 
a pirate ! I never thought to find a comer of this 
slanderous world where baseness aud American 
were wedded. But here we are the byeword of de- 
rision ; quoted as precedents of baseness, even by 
Danes ! 

Shall Tunis also lift his thievish arm, smite our 
scarred cheek, then bid us kiss the rod ! This is the 
jprice ofpeuce f But if we will have peace a.t such a 

Erice, recal me, and send a slave^ accustomed to a- 
asement, to represent the nation. And furnish 
ships of war, taid funis , and staves to his support, 
and our immortal s^ame. History sball tell that the *" 
United States first volunteered a ship of tear y equipt,; 
a carrier for a pirate. It is written. Nothing but 
blood can blot the impression otit. I frankly own, I 
would have lost the peace, and been/myself empaled 
rather than yielded this concession. Will nothing 
rouse my country ? 

To Mr. Smith. 

ISinis^ March 9th, 4801. 
TKt E present position I hold with Tunis 
«eems to promise tranquility, at least until the issue 
of my adventure in the Anna Maria be known : but 
perhaps this prospect should not induce a relaxation 
in the measures of government relative to fulfilling 
our treaty stipulations. No longer ago than yester- ' 
day, the Bey*s Prime Minister asked me when I ex- 
.;pected the Jewels the Bey Jiad demanded 9 I i^ 
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l^y pever, a^coriingta the list he had ordered : bnt^ 
that our Minister in jBngland had received the Pres- 
ident's instructions to procure a present in London^ 
» a testimony of the respectful and friendly sent}- 
/ ments he entertained for the talents and character of 
the Bashaw of Tunis, which would probably be out 
&e^t summer ; but I had no authority to say it would 
correspond with the note forwarded ; on the coiitra- 
ry was, pretty certain it would be something short of 
it. The Minister replied with some agitation ; ^^ If 
the President does^ not send the whoUy the Bey will 
receive n&mP Tell the President so, said I, and 
he will send none. He is a plain, upright man, who 
loves his friends, and is obliging ; but very much in 
tiie habit of doing as he pleases i andifyau affront 
him you will find him as hard headed as an En- 
glishman.^ Here the subject ended : but I could 
not discern that the Minister felt himself affronted at 
this frankness. * ^ * * * . '^ * 

To THE SECRETARY OF StATE, 

Tumsy ^Sbml iOth. 1801. 
-Bib, 

THE dispatches herewitii inclosed /r^ww: 
thp Consul of the United States^ at Tripoli se^m to 
n^ of so much consequence to the^ safety and interest 
' of our maritime a.nd commercial citizens, and, in the 
event, to the revenue of the government, that I not 
only feel myself justifiable, but constrained by duty, 
to use extraordinary means to communicate them to 
the department of state ; I have therefore chartered 
a Ragusa brig, to proceed directly with them to the 
United States, on conditions expressed in a translat- 
ed copy of the charter party herewith inclosed. I 
prefer this flag as least liable to be turned out of its 
course, and I dispatch the vessel in ballast to pre- 
vent all possible annoyance. The expense of this 
oxpedient bears so small a proportion to the interests 
it aims to secure, that I cannot doubt it will receive 

* A proverbial saying anu>Ag the Turks, 
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the President's approbation. It is now tnore fhan 
nine montiis since the alaim passed through this of* 
8ce from Mr. Cathcart } it would seem some fatality 
had intercepted it in its passage to America :' possi-^ 
blj Mr. O'Brien^s construction of the cause of the % 
Bashaw's demand may have betrayed government in- 
to a security. Facts are now indubitable* The 
Bashaw's corsairs are actually ottt and fitting out a- 
gainst Americans ; and the agent of bur government 
at Tripoli is taking measures for the safety of him"- 
self and family.* 1 have advised him not to give his 
passports to the corsairs except the Bashaw will ex* 
plicitly declare they are not destined against Ameri^ 
cans ; and^ in case of refusal of such explicit decla- 
ration^ to make haste to get himself and family t6 
Tunis. 1 advance this counsel because it is become 
a stratagem in these Bashaws to decoy their game 
with Consular passports ; and because^ in case, of 
war, Mr. Gsthcart's remaining in the hands of Tripo* 
li would tend rather to embarrass than to assist any 
measures^oveinment should take to reei^blish the 
peace. The Bashaw demands, as a condition of 
sparing United States, two hundred and twenty five 

'thousand ffpanish doUars^ prompt payment, and 
twenty five thousand annually. Terms to which the 
Swedes have agreed, and which will be demanded 
of the Danes. But if our government yield thets^ 
terms to the Bashaw of Tripoli it will be absolutely 

' necessary to inake provisions for a requisition of 
double the amount for tlie Bey of Tunis* Algiers 
also will be to be respected according to rank. If 
the United States will have a free commerce in this 
^ea they must defend it. There is no alternative* 
The restless spirit of these marauders cannot be re- 
strained. 

Iremain with great esteem^ 

Sir^ your most obedient servant^ 
and cordial friend^ 
WBLLIAM EATON. 
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War was dechnni by tte Bashaw of Tripoli against 
^ Ihe Umtsi States, Mag iithy 1801. ThefiUow^ 
ing Protest of Mr. Catkearty and eMrat^ (^ let^ 
tersy urill nnfoU Ihe causes of this war. 

Ta XhL WHOM IT DOTH Oft MAT COMCHRN. 

ILNOW ye, by tbese preseiitfei, that I> 
Jambs LfiAKBsit Oathcart, Agent and Consul of the 
United States of America in and for the City and 
Regency of Tripoli in Barbary, finding jufit canso 
to complain of the eondnct of Josef Bashaw, Su- 
preme Commandant of the said City and Begeney 
of Tripoli, and his Ministers, towards the govern- 
ment and citizens of the said United States of A- 
merica, and conceiving it my doty to protest against 
said conduct : Now know ye, that I do hereby protest 
against said Jusef Bashaw, Sttpreme Commandant of 
said City and Regency, and against his Ministers 
and Counsellors, m behalf of the coverament of the 
United States of America, myseu and fellow citi- 
zens, for the following reasons.^ — ^to wit. 

First. Be it known that on the 17th dPAngost 
1799^ said Jusef Bashaw, Supreme Commandant dt 
the Regency of Tripoli, at the instigation of Morad 
Raiz, Admiral of the Cruisers of this Regeney, re- 
fused to receive the printed passports issued by thi^ 
Consul of the United States of America in this Re^ 
gency, in. obedience to his orders from government^ 
thereby claiming a superiority, ft prefelrence to th6 
Regencies of Algiers and Tunis, be being duly in- 
formed that the said passports were accepted in the 
same form by tlie chiefs of the said Regencies, and in 
order, as in ray firm belief, to have a pretext to send 
the merchant vessels belonging io the citizens of the 
United States into this port for examiHatioti, said 
Admiral Morad having publicly declared that he 
would go to sea with the vessels under his command 
without any passport from this office, if they werert<>t 
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motUited lb hh liking and worded similar to thi! 
|lassp(»rts^f the British. And the said Jusef BasHi 
aw^ on application being made by the Consul bf tb^ 
United states, reftising to exert hiis^ authority^ is a 
clear and snfflh^ient evidenee that he was aceessorjr 
to the ins olent demand of said Morad^ or^ m ore 'prop- 
erly speaidng, that said Morad aicted^ tf not by ms^ 
orders^ at least with his cbnsent^ thereby forcing 
the said Consul of the United Btates to deviate from 
liii inslriietions^ and to submit from imperions neces- 
sity to a humiliation incompatible ipt^itk the honor and[ 
digtihy of the natibn he lia« the honor to repi'esent. ' 
Second. Be it known that in tiie month of Octo- 
ber 17905 said Jamibs Leainbeb Cathcart, Consul 
for (he United States in thir Regency^ having receiv-' 
ed several bates of cloth to dispose of^ said Ju- 
sef B|ashaW sent the broker ; Leon Farftira, to the 
Comrular house^ requesting said Consul to give Mm 
the jurbfereace in the sale of said cloth, promising to 
pay fot the same like ahy other individual^ and asr 
cloths were sold of the same quality. 1^ knowing 
how he had served ttie late VeniUan dnd ISwedish 
Consuls on a similar occasion, sent said Leon Far-^^ 
fara td inform him that the cloth was not miiie, and 
that I expected to be paid immediately, in order to 
he eilabtod to make a remittance to my correspond- 
tmt^ which he the said Bashaw promised to do. 
I therefore eonftding in his promise, which I wait 
taught to believe was sacred to all trno Mussnlmen, 
and more particularly to a Prince of the august 
femily of Caramanly, did deliver unto him sundry 
pieces of cloth, to the value of ive thousand seven 
huudred and eighty seven yadlicks, current coin of 
this Regency, which at the same was worth Spanish 
dollars, two thousand three hundred and fourteen, 
and to cents/ two yuslicks arid one half being then 
equal to one Dollar silver, but at present the coin of 
this Regency having depreciated, owing to the gi'eat 
qiiantity of alloy mixed in the coinage, a dollar pass- 
es for three yuslieks which makes a diflFerence o? 
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•]iefiflii,pttt, or l^-enty per emt That I haire re* 
pf^Uedl^ ^enaaded the above sum^ and have always 
bntit put off fimn time to tame with promifies, uiitft 
iiie SSd. day of September 180|0; whea some oH be- 
^^ing to said ^Ashaw being seUing at public vea- 
mj^ I sent my dragiimaoi to pnrdiase a barrel for the 
lUe of my hmse, value about elgktec^n dolkrs^ whieb 
the Hasnadar refused to give uato him unless I sent 
(be mowy to pay for it first I ^&t the drogomam 
immediately to the Bashaw to know the reason^ whe 
i(epeated the same wordg^ sayiqg the oil :was not his^ 
but bejoi^ed to the erew of tk^ Cruisers ; that if i 
ifanted oil I must first send the eash. I immedisle- 
^ sent fw Farfara^ who had acted as broker in the 
sale of <^e eloth^ and desired him to demand a posi- 
tive answer from the Bashaw^ whether he intended 
to pay me or not^ that I was rescdved to be kept no 
loE^r in suspense^ av^ offinred to take the money at 
the present value, which is only .19Sf, dollars in full 
^ all demamSs : the Bashaw sent the 9ame answer 
^hich he had sient above fifty times before, that he 
would pay me, but tiiat at present it was mi eonve* 
nient, aad demred licon Farfara to inform me that if 
I had a mind I might take one of the Swedish pri- 
9&es for the money, which I deeUued, knowing that 
ihe, having a quantity of prize and other gc^ds on 
hand fw exportation, would probably force me 
to take a cargo of said goods to Ijsgfaom or blse« 
where, thereby exposing the United States to be- 
•C9me n^sponsible for said goods or their value, should 
asy accident happen to said vessel, in the same man- 
ner as &e claim originated upon Sweden ; wMch 
was the first and principal cause of the present war.. 
•Irtterefore deemed it more expedient to entirely 
lose the foremeationed sum, than to run a risque 
\^hich probably might involve my nation in a war. 
And as it appears from the above detail that sdd 
Bashaw never intends to pay the above sum in cash 
according to agreement, notwithstanding I have his 
(receipt or promisocy note under the great seal of tipp 
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VLegBnef, nni I liaving wsitoA above M10 jMfif te 
the payDtent of the iaid aniii withbut eflMk, I thmii. 
i^re ddbtt the United States tiie said sni^ im mj^m. 
ceutfir curreat^ leaving the gov^uiclDt of thiiaaid^ 
Uwted Stales to nuik« ike elaim a nafional tfaiw^^ 
BO iadiridaal beiii^ beuad to be remonsiUe lor th& 
artiitrary actft el th^ ehie& of the Barbarjr States^ 
at the samiB time making myself reeponattile i^tkm 
United Statee foreaid snm w any part thereof whUk 
may be recovefed froii eaid JnatiT ftiahaw hemallir^ 
Third. Bt it known, that in the nxMithsof Mogr 
and OctobwiSQO* the said Jimef Bashaw. Sa; 
preme GommandaBt of the said Regency ef Tiip^ 
oliy having made Mrtaia demands nponthe United 
Statas in direct violation of the li)th article of the 
tareiity existing between the United States of AAseri* 
ea and<be B^ency of IVipoli^ wbldifthe.CSonsul ef 
«be United Statiis veisideiM have foand kieompatiUe 
with the honbr and Intensst 1^ the awlMn he repse*^ 
sents, to comply 'with, that said Jusef Bashaw^ in di«> 
leet violation of the ISth article of tiie said existmg 
troaty^ did pabliely declare that he wonld only wiait 
tintil he teeeived answers frcnnlhe Rfiesident of dm 
United Btatei3^f America^ which if net aatisfaeto^, 
tiiiat he would theii deelafe; war agakmtsaid Unttad 
SUalesy as is mwb fully explained m my dispaiches^O 
governmMty cdpies of which were forwarded to onr 
Consuls at Algiers and Tdnis : and whereaaltiis 
particularly specified in the 10th article of said 
treaty ^that the money and presents demanded i^; the 
Bey or Bashaw of Tripoli is a full and sati^actory 
consid^ation on his part and on t|ie part of his sii|ii- 
Jeets for said treaty of peipetual peace and friend- 
$]iip^ andiliat n^ preienee of any permdieal Ixibnte 
or fui*th^ pay ment is ever to be made by either par- 
ty, and<sMd Bashaw of Tripoli having acknowledg- 
ed the recipt of the money and presents stipulate 
1^ said treaty* I find my self justifiable both to God 
and my Country, in refusing io comply with the said 
]^as>>aw^s unj 11^ deii^nds ujkms said United Statea 
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^'Mmmkk. Attd iftranM it i» sttftalitod » (lit 
tirelfth artiele of the aforesaid trea^^ that in ckm^ of 
jMgrdiapiito aridng from a violation of any of the 
tetfeleii of taid irei^ no ameal to anna shidl ho 
wndm^ nor dmB wav be declared^ on any pcctonce 
irfaateiw : bat if the Consul^ nsHidins at the place 
yriinrt the dispute shall bappen^ shall not be ablo to 
nsttle the save, mi amicable reference shall be 
iaade to the mntual friend of both parties^ the Dey of 
Algiers ; the parim thereby engaging to abide by 
bia dneision ; and he by . virtne of his signature to 
tbft said treaty having engaged for himself and bis 
sEBceessors to declare the jintice of the case accord* 
:iBg to the trae interpretation of the said treaty and to 
«se all the measures in bis power to inforce the ob- 
servance 0i the same. 

. . .Now know all men by Aese presents, that I, James 
liEAHDnR Cathcart, Consoi for the United States . 
0{Ammriea, in.said Ri^eocy (tf Tripoli, do protest 
itnd declare that the demands made by the Bashaw 
; of Tripoli npon the United States of America arc 
of such a natnre that I caniMit settle the dispute aris- 
ing tbOTefrom ; and that I eoneeive that I sboold 
. not only be deviating fiom my official duty bot like- 
.' wise acting as an accomplice iind in eonjonction 
, with said Bashaw of Tripoli, to treat our good friends 
tbe D^ and Bivan of Algiers with indignity and 
disrespect ,was I to refrain from making the fw^sai^ 
•amicable reference. Ithevefore, in. virtue of these 
presents, do make the foresaid amicable referencCji 
ivanttpitting the whole to the Consul General of the 
United States of America at Algiers, who is possess-, 
«d of every information relative to the state of our 
nfidrs in this Regency, having received duplicates of 
my dispatches for the Government of the United 
States, at the same time leaving it at (he discretion of 
the Consul General of the United States at Algiers 
to take such measures as he iii his judgment may 
think most likely to promote the interests of tlie 
United States md to maintain the peace of our Conn 
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4fy with thk Rogeiiey upon hmionible and •%iutd>b 
terms. 

Faurtik. Be it known that on the S5th of Septem^ 
ber 1800^ Baiz Amor Shelli^ commandel: of a 
Tripoline corsair of 18 guns, captured the Americait 
lirig Catherine^ James Carpenter masternof and 
from New York^ and bound to Leghorn^ valued at • 
90^000 dollars or thereabouts ; that said vessel was. 
kept in possession of the subjects of Tripoli until, 
the Idth of October in the evenings and was then de-. 
Irvered up to the Consul of the United Btates^ in 
consequence of the Bashaw of Tripoli having wrote 
a letter to the President of the United States^ tt)e pur^. 
port of which being already known needs no reple- 
tion^ and that «aid vessel was exposed to much loss 
and perils as appears by the said master of the brig, 
ids protest already forwarded to the Consul General; 
at Algiers^ and that said brig yras plundered of effect^ 
valued by said master^ James Carpenter, at 8fl7 
dollars^ whereof was recovered to tjiie "^^alue of 18Q. 
doUars/the value 817 dollars being irrecoverably lost, , 
notwithstanding tbe Bashaw had given positive or- 
4lers to Hamet Raiz, Minister of the marine^ to 
cause every article that could be found to be restored , 
to their lawful owner : yet said Raiz of the ma^ 
rine did not comply with the Bashaw'« orders (and^ 
he being the Bashaw's brother in law it was out of, 
my power to compel him) but on the contrary preva> . 
ricated from day to day from the I6th to the Slst of ^ 
October, with an intent no doubt to share the spoils 
with the aforesaid Aaiz Amor Shelli, and on the ^ 
iiight of the Slst instant sent Abram Farfanl to in- 
form me that if tbe brig did not sail by -day light in 
the meraing, the pwt would be embargoed ; and 
^ve me to uiiderstufid that ff I did not ]n*omise to 
^ay him anchorage for said brig she would be 
<Ietained until tbe embargo should be taken off. 
This command I absolutely refused to comply with. 
On the SSd at day light I ordered the brig to get un- 
4er yf9J^ and could not get the pilot to go on baaoii 
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uirtH siiM Abram Farfara paid the Raiz of ihe nnur-- 
ine five dollars and 79 cents ancborage^ whieh not- 
trithstanding it being an unjust demand I cojoiplied: 
with sooner than have the, brig detained one day long* 
4r. I therefore for the aforesaid reasons, and for 
^ach of the aforementione<l arbitrary act% do protest 
against the af(H*esaidJusef Bashaw^ supreme equa* 
]6andatit of the Regency of Tripoli in Barbary, and 
a^inst his ministers and Counsellors. But more es- 
pecially against said Morad Raiz, Admiral of the 
cruisers ofthisRegency,forbeing the cause of my, 
altering, the national passports of the United States 
of America, and against Hamet Raiz, minister 
of the marine, for the reasons before mentioned as 
Well as for falsly, insidiously and slanderously as^ 
setting in my presence and in tjie presenQe of CapL 
Carpenter, that the Consul General of the United 
l^tates, Richard O^Brien, and the broker or banker 
of the Unitfed States Micaiah Cohen Bocri, had in- - 
ftomed him, when he was last at Algiers, that the 
government of the United States had alone paid 
to the houde of Bocri and.Co. one hundred thou- 
sand dollars for their iuflueyce ; thereby irritating 
thesaidJusef Bashaw against the governmcint and 
citizens of the United Stages of America, as tlie said 
Jusef Bashaw seeming to give credit to the fals- 
hood of said Hamet Raiz and emphatically said that 
the government of the United States had treated 
an Algerine Jew better, and with mpre liberality, than 
they Jiad the said Bashaw of Tripoli* Notwith- 
standing T gave the direct lie without ceremony or 
kesitation to the said Hamet Raiz, and told the 
Bashaw that I wondered how he could give credit to 
so*barefaced a falshood ; for even had the. United 
Stiites given the above mentioned sum, the party con- * 
ceined would be the last people in the world to di- 
vulge the same, it not only comporting neither with 
tlieir honor nor interest, especially to Hamet Ralz^ 
who was not only an enemy to the United States, but 
likewise to his Excellency the Bashaw of Tripoli, be 
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kftviiig V to faUie iia4iiitiatiotid enAttVared to pw^ 
sQftde the Basliaw to fttmul the treaty of j^eace a»d 
amity at preddnt subdiittlii^ between the said tlnitedl 
States and this Regeney, to the prejudice of his diaN 
acter^ honor and dignity^ whose word and signature I 
hadalwayi^ supposed inviolably saored : and that said 
Jnsef Bashaw^ in answer to the above, said> >^ Vott 
say that Hamet Raiz lies, and I say he tells the trath/^ 
thereby discrediting all I had said and giving full 
credit to the imposition of said £[amet Raiz, or 
miioster of the marine. 

Now all men, know that for the reaisons afore as- 
signed, I, JaH£S LfiAND£R CATHCA^t, AgeOl 

and CSonsul for the United States of America, in the 
Regency of Tripoli, having shewn sufficient cause tis 
enter this protest against the said Jusef Bashaw^ his 
aforesaid ministers and counsellors ; that I do by 
these presents most solemnly protest aninst the con- 
duct of the said Jusef Bashaw, his aforesaid minis^ 
ters and counsellors as being unjust and in direct vi- 
olation of the 10th and 13th articles of the existing 
treaty between the United States of America and 
the said Regency of Tiipoli. 

And I, Jambs Leandeb Cathcakt do further 
declare that the dispute arising from the violatiom 
of said treaty is of such a nature that I eannot adjust 
the same before I receive express instructions from 
the President of the United States of America, or un- 
til our good friends the Dey and Divan of Algiers 
slutll decide upon the justice of the cause accoraing 
to the true interpretation of the existing treaty be- 
tween the United States of America and this Regen- 
cy : and that I do hereby make an amicable refer- 
ence to our good friends the Bey and Bivan of the 
Regency of Algiers, promising in the name of the 
United States of America to abide by their decision, 
a^eably to the true meaning of the stipulation con- 
tained in tibel^h article of the treaty of peace and 
amity concluded between said United States of A- 
meriea and the Regency of Tripoli, by the intervene- 
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tldn of ilfc late Haersan Hashaw, Dey of Algiers atod 
under the immediate guarantee of said Regency, the 
iSfaid'treaty having been duly ratified by the reigning 
Dey of Algiers, Mustafa Bashaw, whom God pre-, 
*erve. ; 

► Kow I, Jamb^ Leander Cathcart, Agent and 
Consul of the United States of America, conceivings^ 
,it my duly so to do, do now transmit this said pro- 
test' to the Chaicery of the United States af Tunis, 
in order that it may be there dnly registered, and 
from thehce forwarded to the Consul General of the 
United States of A.merica at Algiers, in order to pre- 
yi^ht, as inuch as depends upon me, aAy appeal being 
md.de to arms^ leaving the conducting of the whole 
aflPair* entirely to the Consul General of the Uftited 
States of America for the time being, as before men- 
tiohed, not doubting biif he will take such measures 
as he in his judgment may think most likely to pro- 
mote the interests of the United States of America, 
and to maintain the peace of oiir Country 'with this 
iRegency upon' honorable and equitable terms* 

. .In testimony of the above y I have here- ; 

miio subscribed m^ name^ and affixed ' 
the seal (jf my office^ aitKe chancer^' 
§t^ G*^y^ o/*A^ United States of^lmerica, in the 
^ !1 OityofTripoU^in Barbary, this mil ^ 
^^^us^ufn : g^^y j^ OctoUr, in tJie year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred^ and in th^ 
twenty fifth year qf the independenc(* 
of the Vnited States of America. 
J JAMES LEANDER CATHCART ^ 

Extracts from Cathcart to EAtON; 

Tripoli^ February feOf/i, 1801* 

irlxiVE only time by this courier td 

Jve yoii the following extract from my journal, 

Vhich you shall have in full by the next Conveyance* 

Saturday y 7th Febuary arrived Hadgi> Maharaud 

La Saed, with Mn O'Brien's letter in duplieatei^ 

\ 
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throne enclticdto LconFarfara Mid the otto <^ 
SWdi Mohammed Baguize. 

It lieiug Saturday the letters were not broucht 
to lav house until nine P. M. and after SiddiMo- 
bammed i)aguize and Farfara had been at the cas- 
tie ; the letters were dated at Algiers^ December the 

Sunday 8th. Waited upon Siddi Mohammed 
Daguize : requested him to inform tb© Bashaw that 
I had a present to deliver to his Excellency, and 
would be dad to know when I was permitted to 
wait upon him with it. 

Siddi BaguV'.e answered, that the Bashaw knew 
there M^as a present arrived from Algiers, and that 
his Excellency had ordered him to inform me that 
h»4oald neither receive me nor the present; that 
he was determined to let the whole world see that he 
respected not the interferance of the Dey of Algiers^ 
and that he would declare war in form agaiJist the 
United States of America in fortr days from the 
date of Ihe arrival of the presents. I made use of eve- 
ry argument to dissuade the Bashaw from ^ixtimg his 
menace into execution, knowing that Daguize would 
repoi*t the whole conversation to the Bashaw. Da- 
guize answered, that he knew the BashAw had no 
rLrasou to declare war against us, and tM?^ he had 
informed him several times that, in the present state^ 
uf his affairs,, it was not bis interest to displeasie the 
Uey «f Algiers ;, that he advised the Bashaw af re- 
spect, the request of the Dey, from a conviction W*** 
it vv^as his master's interest so to do, and not with apy^ 
• iuteutiouto befriend the United States ; but that ftp 
was sorry to find the Bashaw paid but very little reV 
spect to his advice, being surrounded by a set of mer) 
cenaiies, who had hardly common sense, and whd 
where continually persuading him to declare war a-^ 
iiiain^Uhe United States, and assuring him that the 
i)ey of Algiers would only be angry for a few days : 
that by capturing the ships and enslaving the citi- 
zens of the United States, the government would be 

Digitized by Google j! 



GEN. EATON. 20S 

•idbliged to come^ cap in faand^ and sue for peace^ np- 
-ott the same terms Sweden has : and that . America 
^rasat too great a distance to send a considerble force 
ifito this sea. 

I combated these ideas but ivith little success^ and 
iSiddi Mohammed Daguize infformed me that I might 
depend the Bashaw would patiiis scheme into exe- 
t^ution ; was it only to try the experiment ; that the 
only service he could do me was to procure me an 
audience next day, when I would hear from the 
S(ashaw himself his determination. 

^On the 9th inst. at 8 P. M. I procured an audi- 
!^ce, which lasted for aboyt three hours, the Bash- 
-aw broke silence in a blunt raanper and asked me 
what I wanted. I have come to a^sk permission 
to present your Excellency with some Regalia, as a 
token of the friendly intention of the President of 
the United States, and to know when you will be at 
-leisure to receive it. " Never, by Ood, never V^ said 
he. Fjot what reason ? 

/ ^^ Because it was not intended forme.'' It neV- 
^r can be supposed that* the Bashaw of Tripoli 
lias occasion for such trifles. Tripoli is different 
{rem what it was some years ago. 

1 observed that probably his Excellency did 
•not know what the iUegalia consisted of. ^^ Yes I 
do,*'' said he, ^^ better than you do ; and if it was ten 
iimes as va.luaMe I would ©ot receive it. You may 
send it from whence it came. 

I now pwear by Ood, my reBgion, the head of my 
Son Siddi Aly, Ywho was sitting by him,) and, by 
"this right hand, that I will never be at, peace with 
your nation until your President appoints a person 
tonegociate a treaty with me witliout the interfere 
^nce of Alters or any other nation. I uow declare 
your treaty no lonser binding, and that I will de- 
clare war against America immediately if you do not 
give me assurance that your President will alter 
Sie said treaty to my liking, and give me 850,000 
4o}Urs as the price of the said new treaty : and th^^ 
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TOUT nation will anpually pay me tke ianm of twen^ 
Hiousand^ to continue the said new peace after itii 
made/' 

I made use of every argument in my powor^ 
which produced no effect whatever. Theee^ terms 
the Bashaw said were the only (uses he had ^ 
propose^ that the alter^ticMp in the treaty he insist 
on above every thing else, and swore he wouldl ^ever 
enter into any negociation with an agent. of the Unit? 
ed States upon any other termsi even was he sure 
to lose his kingdom, ai^d with it his head* Witb 
this he drew Ms hand horizontally across his gul- 
let. After three hours litigation, he said he wpuld 
give us timBf if we would ^ay him well for it , and 
demanded lOO^OOO dollars for six monthsi At last, 
the result was, that he would wait eighteen mont}^ 
if I would give him ei^teen thousand dollars, and 
assurance liat the President 4>f Uie Unjied States 
would comply with tiie rest of his unjust demands* 
I iiegatived the whole, as you may wefl suppose. 

To THE Secret AEY of St^jlte, 

Tunw^ June S8tk, I85QI. 
ON the night of the eighteenth* a lire 
broke out in the Bey^s palace, which in. its progress^ 
consumed fifty thousand stands of arms. T^ sec- 
ond day following I received a message to wait on 
the Bey ; but was at that moment cpqfined to my 
bed with a billious fever, so tliat it was not till this 
morning that I have been able to go to the palace In 
jn^ carriage. The Bey's object i|i calling me was, 
to demand of the United States ten thousand stqndfi 
pfarms. I refused to state his demand. ^^ I have 
apportioned my loss,'' ^aid he, ^^ among my friends 5 
ana this quota fells to you to furnish : tell your gov- 
ernment to send them without delay.'' It is impos-t 
sible, said I, to state this claim to my government. 
We have no magazines of small arms. The organ- 
f j^j^ti9i[^ of our natiomal strength is diflFerent from th??^ 
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ef eveiQr l^stjbt^r nfitioii.Qii earth. Sa^b cHizen carries 
Ids qwii windy always r^ady for battle. Whea 
th^atened wHK iuyasiop^ .^r actually Jinvaded^ de- 
lai^hmwto f rom the wttole natioqal body. are 3Qut by 
jri^ationfto s^rv.e Jin jkbe field : so tkat we have no 
.jieed of standing woi^s nqr depositories of arms. . It 
junoii^d be. an affixmt to JBy government, and an im- 
IKisit^on^qfi the Bey, to pit^te to th^m this demand, 
or to flatter Mm with a prospect of receiving it. 
<^ Send for them from France or Kngland/^ said the 
Minister. Yon, said I, are in .a much more eligible 
po^sition .to make this eommisi^on jTrom Europe .than 
we ;iupe. ^^ If the Bey had ^ny intentions of yur- 
,^hdi9i^g the |i;rms fi!om Eurofie,^^ said the Minister, 
}' he e^ujd 4p it without your age^ey. He did uot 
4se9d for you to ask your advice, bjpt to order you to 
epimmuniG^ite his de^mands to ypur government." 
B^ut I c9>me here, said I, to ^assure you tliat I will 
laake no iueh commuiucajtion to my governmeni;. 
^' The Bey jwill write himself," said he. If so, it 
will beeomie my duty Jto forward his letter : but, at 
the. same tim^, it is equally ol^ligatcnry on me, to let 
t^e Bey \^ beforehand apprized, that he will nev- 
er r^eiye a sing]le musket from the United States. 
1 9hoi}ld suppose a respec^t to de^ncy, if not a sense 
of gratitude, would dissuade the Bey from this new 
#pd extraordinary claim. Has hjB not, within e|gh. 
te^n months> received two large ships^cargoes in re- 
galia ? Have we not now another ship laden for him 
pn its pasjiage 5 apd has he nptf within sixty days, 
demanded cannon extraordinary of the United 
States ? At this rate, when are our payments to have 
an end ? " Nevjer !" said the Minister. " As to the 
ships, you talk of, they are but the past payment of 
regalia you have long since owed us as the condition 
of peace. The other claims we make axe such as 
we receive from all friendly nations once every two 
or tliree year$ : it is an established custom; and 
you, like other Christians, will be obliged to con- 
farm toitj^' Whji^ \yc sljall have completed th,f 
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payment of our peace stipolaliaiig ycm ntay neter 
calculate on further donations. It k by treaty ^p. 
tikted^ as the condition of a perpeinal peaee^ and a« 
ny new claiips on yonr part will be an infraction of 
that treaty^ and will be iso considered by us. Yon' 
may therefore^ at once^ and forever^ abaaAtn the idea 
of future re^ia ; for I again assure yon^ in the 
name of my gov^nment and country^ that the dk- 
charge of our treaty obligations will put an end to 
our contributions here. 

" Your contributions here, as you think proper to 
call them/' repeated the Minister^ " will never have 
an end : if this be the language you think of heMIng 
at this court you may prepare yourself to leave <the 
kingdom^ and that very soon." If change of stil^ on 
my part^ said I, be the condition «f residBuce here^ 1 
win leave the Bey's kingdom tomorrow morning. 
^^ We will give you a mmith^" ^said the Minister. 
I agk but six hours^ I replied. ^' But vou Mill - 
write ?'' JVo / " It is your duty to wii/bt V^ For dfe. 
Imquency in duty, this is not the place where I ani 
to be questioned. ^^ I tell you again/' continned 
he^ ^' your peace depends on^yonr comftiaace with' 
this demand of my master.^' If so, said I, on me be ' 
the responsibiliiy of breaking the peace. I wisk 
you a good mcHmng ! 

Leaving the palace, I heard the !&Cnister say to 
one of his colleagues, ^^ By God, that man is mad ! 
But we shaU bring hnn to terms ; never fear V^ 

I do not know how tlus affidr will end. I shall 
not change wy position. 

Extracts : Mr. Madison (SfiCRETARv of State) 
TO Eaton* 

Department of State .* 

Washington^ May 20thy ISOt. 
THE proofs which have been given I^ 
the Bashaw of Tripoli, of hostile designs against the 
fJnit^ States, have, as you wjill leara from CmnmiK 
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dntr^afey detorniaed ibt Fresideiit to send into Hke 
Meditemaean a sqnadnm of three Frigates fuid tf 
ilpqp of war^ under Uie command of tnat officer. 
SliQluJid wv have been declared or hostiMfies com- 
i^i^nced^ this force wHl be immediately employed in 
tbe. defence jand proteeaon ot our commerce againsi 
the piracies of that Begency. It is hoped tiiat ihe^ 
cqy^agion will not hare spread either to Tanis or 
iiy^rs 'j but shoG^d one m both of them have fol- 
lowed the perfidious example, Uteir corsairs will bQ 
equally repelled and^punithed. 

The policy of exhibUzBg a naval force on the coast 
of Barbary^ ha» long been urg^d by yourself and the 
other Cinisuls. T^ present momeftt is peculiarly 
favorable fw the experiment, not only as it is a pro^ 
yipion against an immediate danger, but as we nx^ 
now, at peaeeand amity with all the rest of the 
w<»rld, and as the force employed would, if at home, 
b^ at. nearly the same expense^ with less adyantage 
to our mariners. The President has therefore every 
reason to expect the utmost exertions of your pru- 
d^iee and address, in giving the measure an impres- 
sion most advantageous to the character and interests 
of the United States. In effecting this object, the 
meaQs must be left in a great decree to your knowl- 
edge of the local and other circumstances^ which 
cannot be understood at this distance. Yon will oi 
course take due pains t» satisfy the Bey, that the U- 
nited States are desirous of maintaining peace with 
all nations, who are willing to live in peace, that 
they have given abundant evidence of their disposi* 
tion to cultivate the friendship of the Barbary Re- 
gencies and of himself in particular, and that if the 
mz of the United States should be engaged in war 
with either of them, it will be a war of defence arid 
necessity, not of choice or provocation. You will 
also ghm every friendly explanation and assurance, 
on this occasion, which may be i'equisite for the 
Consuls and Agents of other powers residing at Tu- 
nis. 
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Yett are aiftterteed to intimA tiie B^* ti( Hfmvtt 
that a ireissel 19 now pr0pii{riti&- to take ift'the c^gb^ 
which will coinfplefe th« i-eg&hk due tb hiln/ afid that 
no time will be lost^in getting her oti la^f voyage: 
The jewels, to the anuymit 6f » 10,000^ have, as you 
know, been ordered -to* bfe pircfpated in LoMon; On 
^e SSth Deeember last, Mi*. Kidg wrote : << I have 
eoncluded to take 'immediate iii^asures to provide the 
jewels enumferated in the list furnished by Mr. Ea- 
TPON. Some of the articled can be soon prepared 
and sent : others, includilig the atmis and almost al! 
the jewelry^ Will require a long time to be prepar- 
ed/' If they n^e 'essential td the ptesei'vaticin of 
pe'aee and the ben^His of the' treaty with the' T^y^ 
they muart be yielded to Mm. The demand is nev- 
ertheless deettfed so extortionate, that the Pjteddeht 
expects frotii yon every practiclible exertion to get 
rid df it, or as much sA circumstances wili permit 
you to wkhhold. The articles, withdrawn from the 
present, maybe preserved, to be applied on seme 
future occa^on, which may demand them. 

To Mk. Madison, 

Tunis, S&ptemher SM; 1804. , 
THE inclosures, which I have the hoii- 
or herewith to forward, will inform government, as 
accurately as I have the means, of our actual posi- 
tion and futlite prospecte iti regard to Tripoli, one' 
circumstance only omitted, which is, a project in 
concert between the rightful Bashaw of Tripoli, now 
an exile in Tunis, and myself, to attack 4he usurper 
by land, while our operatiotis are going on by sea* 
These two men are brothers ; the younger is on tUe 
throne ; having expelled the elder about eight or 
nine years ago. The subjects in general of tlic 
reigning Bashaw are very discontented, and ripe for 
revolt ; they want nothing but confidence in thci 
prospect of success. This confidence may be in* 
spired by assurances of our determination to chas- 
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tise VbH Bashaw for Ms ontniges agflinst the United 
States; T%c Bey of Ttittis, though prudence will 
keep Mm behind the cortain^ I have strong lreiUM>nii 
to believe, will cheerfliUy promote the scheme. H<^ 
is in favor of thfe elder brother. iThe idea of de- 
Ihtohing our enemy, and {^lacing a rightful Sovereign 
ifi his seat, makes a deeper impression on account of 
the lasting peace it will produce with that Regency, 
and the lessoh 6f catifidn it will teach the other Bar- 
bary States. Th6se ar^ objects which, to ihe seem 
tso clearly in our power that they ought to command 
extrfions. 

Tb MRi Madisok. 

Tunis; J^ov. i7thy iSOi. 
THE manner in which the King of Den- 
mark has been pleased to recognize mj services th^ 
* last summer, |[inclosure B.) places me in somewhat of 
atn embarrassed situation. I do not* know, all things 
considered, whether the token of satisfaction hisi 
Majesty tenders me comes within the interdict df the 
consthiction of the constitution : I submit the ques- 
tion to government ; and, in the mean timb, haviEi 
Answered the board, (inclosure 0.) 

ffnclosure B. qfihe preceding UUer.J 

Copenhagen July llffe, 1801. 
Sito, 

HIlS Majesty; the King, having been in- 
formed' of your kind proceedings towards his sub- 
jects, who last year had the misfortuiie of being madi^ 
slaves by the Tunissians ; as also of the service yoii 
have rendered the owners Of six of the captured 
iShips, by venturing to purchasie them at the instances 
of the masters, and restoring since to the said own- 
ers, though upon a somewhat precarious security for 
i;etting reimbursed your expences ; and of the 
friendly assistance which you have lent Gommodoit^ 
S7 
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Koefoed as lie addresised himself to ybu ; had been 
nost gracioasly pleased to order us to traBsmit you 
the gold box ornamented with the initials cf his 
Royal name^ which will be delivered to you along 
with this letter, and which you will please to accent, 
as a token of his Majesty^s most high satisfaction 
witib regard to the services you liave rendered the 
nation. 

It is peculiarly pleasing for us, sir, to fulfil his: 
Majesty^s orders on this subject^ as we entertain the 
highest sense of your very liberal suid meritorious 
conduct ; which suits entirely those relations q£ 
« friendship and intimacy which subsist, and, we Irust, 
will continue still increasing between both goxiem^ 
ments : and it shall be our particular care to give 
orders to the Danish Consuls on the coast of Barba- 
ry that they shall avail themselves of every oppor-* 
tuniiy that m^ occur for being of any service to the 
interests of tUe government of the United States and^ 
of individuals of the American nation : which we 
are happy to learn has already Wn done by his. 
Majesty's Consul at Tripoli. 

^ Captain Hoick, of the navy, has been f^ppointed 
his Majesty's Consul aj; Tunis ; we beg leave. Sir, 
to recommend him to your friendly attentions^ which 
he most assuredly will endeavor to secure by the 
ties of nmtual esteem and confidence : and we must 
particularly request for him, that you. Sir, might be 
pleased to give him the advice and directions which 
a newly arrived stranger always, and especially in 
the country where you live, stands so much in need • 

We are^ with particular esteem^ 
Sir, your very obedient Servants, 
The Members of the Board for the affairs 

relating to the states on the coast ofBarbary. 
(SignedJ E. SCHIMELMAN STIEN BILLE.'^ 
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^imerican house at Tunis. 

November i^thyiSQi. 
Gentlemen, 

THE expression by which his Banish 
Majesty has been most graciously pleased to signify 
his approbation of my conduct^ during tlie short pe- 
riod I acted as his medium of communication with 
this Regency^ and which was last evening put into 
Aiy hp.nds by his Consul Capt. Hblck^ does me dis- . 
Anguished honor ; and impresses at the same time a 
deep^ s^nse of obligation : but^ as an article of the 
constitution of the United States ordains that, ^^ np 
person holding an office of profit or trust under them, 
shall, without the consent of Congress, accept of any 
present, emolument, office or title of any kind what- ' 
emer, from any king, princie or foreign state*' it is be- 
lieved his Danish Majesty will be graciouslv pleas- 
ed to allow me to submit for the decision of that body 
whether I may be permitted to hold this honorable 
testimonial of his satisfaction ? 

H in exercising the duties of a Christian and % 
man, I may have been serviceable to some of his 
Danish Majesty's subjects, who had unfortunately 
fkllen into slavery here, the simplest evidence of his 
contentment would have been an ample gratification : 
I certainly acted with no other view of recompense. 

I feel myself bound no less by the ties of sympathy 
^hd gratitude flian by a consideration of. the happy 
intelligence wliich subsists between the two goyern- 
ments, to tender Consul Hoick, as well as every in- 
dividual of the Danish nation, my best offices when- 
ever they maybe useful : the' United States at thi? 
moment receive essential services from the friendly 
and judicious agency of his Danish Majesty's Con- 
sul, Mr. Nissen, at Tripoli. 

I shall transmit a copy of the letter I have had the • 
f^r^or to receivp from you to the government of the 

• 
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United States ; and I make no doubt that they will 
:ireeipro^te the benevolent prderp you have give^ 
your'ConsttU qp the Barbary coast. 

WilA, perfect consideration 

Tour most obedient and 
* ntmt hvmHI^ Sere&mty 
WflLJilAM EATON, 
^o the honorcMe Members ajf tM Voard 
relating to the States on l£e jfiarlrnvsi ^^i- 

To Mr. Madison. 

Tunis, Ifeem^ iSth, 1801. 
I HAVE the honor to infurm yoa th«^ 
the Peace and Plenty, Capt llichwd Wo©4», pndi» 
the convoy of the ^eoi^ ^^ashington^ an^v^ h«^ 
on the evening of the first instant. Shie has alreai^ 
lielivered her powder, (which, aUhoogh somewhat 
damaged, has passed, with a bribe, to the surveyor,) 
and a iBmall quantity of her plank. The rest jof ber 
c^rgo, so far as I Imve been able to examine i^, a^r 
pears in good order, and will be deliv^c^, it ii| 
looped, within her lay days. I have not the smallei^t 
doubt but that it will be well accepted. 

!p3;TiJACT, to Doctor William Turner of t^ 
UNiT^n States Navy, at Tunis. 

Ihpen^&t iBth^ tS(H. 
THE invalid $tate of my health c<»Bp«iiii^ 
me to take a short voyage at sea to t^ the efltewj: 
of change of air and climate : and the Ueoi^ Wash* 
ington, Capt. Shaw, offering me a pai^sage to lieg. 
horn, I have obtained the consent pf this Bey that 
the affairs of the United States shall be conducted 
by you during my absence, and I have resolved tot 
profit of this occasion to go thither ; some instruc- 
tions therefore io assist vour agency seem not oply 
BiTf^per but jpiecessary ; &c. 
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'HJft Mr. Madison. 

yarnV, Bee. 13fA, 1801. 
ON ^tt in^qii^i oS tbe ^d M*ov. I re- 

^jfii^. ivem Tripoli, m%|nins V^^ th»t thft usurpep^ 
>ip brqthejPj luui fic|d|tf^e4 l|ie Dey of Algiers^ and 
)iegg«d i^is^ iiiediatioB to brii^ i^))out a reconeilktiQn 
wU|| tbB Awsri^ftD g^tve^niqe^ j and expressed greibt 
Mlicitude to knqw^ whether, ia my opi»iop^ the A- 
merlcans woiild admit si^h an intervention ? I did 
not hesitate to give it as my opinion^ that ray govern- 
B^e|it|^ Im^ving hmsk oacf) deceived by that STey. 
ipoaH Bomf «eek to establish their peace on a surer 
b^ne* IJPle theB desired tq be adyispd whether he might 
pUee i^ny reliant on t|^ operations of the Ameri* 
f #i|s in bis behalf. I raoeviniended to him patience 
l^pd sileiyse.; at the same, time gave him leave to en- 
iei^ain the bope (m^y it not be illnsive) that the nei^t 
$nmmnr'i^ operations would fjivor bis views, 

To Mb. Madisox. 
. .- • . ^ 

It^h^m, Feb. SM, 180S. 
INFOEMATIQN from Tripoli up to 
ijfii January^ stales that no captures had been made* 
The Bashaw is landing away his corsaires to differ- 
ent ports in the Morea for fear of assault from thfj 
AiUQV^an^. Discontentment in his interior has arJs- 
. m to iininrrecti^n. Famine diiptresses his capital ; 
a^ be is destitute of resources. He has actually 
Hia^o overtures of reconeiliatiou to his brother at 
Tuni^. I shall defeat this project if 1 arrive at my 
poi^t in season : shall depart henoe in three days : 
^8iV^ vv^it^d hitherto for a passage. 
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To Mr. MAOiSQ^. 

Timis, March i8th, 160S. 
ON arriving at Tanis I find Sidi Mahon.-. 
et Bashaw yieldinig to his brother's instances^ and 
on the point of departing for Deme^ a province of 
Tripoli^ the government of which is promised him ; 
for whieh purpose he begged my passport. I not 
only refused it^ but told him very candidly that if he 
departed we mast consider him in the light of anr 
enemy^ and that^ instead of my influence to assist 
his passage to the kingdom of Tripoli, I should give 
it to have him and his retinue carried prisoners off 
war to the United States ; but if he would adhere to 
bis former arrangements I did not doubt but that be- 
fore the expiration of four monlhs he might be offer- 
ed to his people by an American squawon. I tell 
* him the sole object of his brother is to cut his throat* 
He is sufficiently alarmed and too much distressed^ 
this Bey having refused him any further supplies of 
provisions. He proposes going to Malta and wait* 
ing the issue there. I will only consent to his gcHag 
to Leghorn or Sardinia. If he departs on other 
terms I shall send an armed ship after him, and, if 
possible, carry him and retinue to some Italian port. 

To Mb. Cathcart. 

2'unis, AfTU Sft<%, 1802. 
AT Bardo last Wednesday, mutually 
accusing each other of unaccommoding dispositions, 
the altercation ^rew so warm that the Bey ordered 
me to quit the court, and hold myself in readiness to 
embark in the first ship of war of my own countey 
whieh should arrive in port. I turned short on my 
heels ; came to my office ; and forbade my secretary 
filling any more passports for Timissian cruisers. 
This prohibition was immediately reported to the 
J?ey ; and had the effect aimed at. The same eveii- 
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ing his commercial agent come to myhoase and 
begged^ in Gfod's name^ that I woiild coantermand 
that order : said it was not the intention of the Bey 
to provoke a war by sending me away^ but rather to 
oh^un another Consul more capable of cherishing 
peace than myself. I replied^ that I should not eon- 
ascend to consider the JBey^s objects nor views in 
olfering an afiront to my government in the person of 
their agent He had taken his position : I had tak- 
en mine^ which I should hold till he retracted his. 
Saturday morning I went to Bardo on the invitation 
of the Bey. The first motion was to resolve the past 
iiito oblivion ; of course an act of mutual amnesty 
was passed. We then discussed the relative ad- 
vantages of peace and war. The rejsult was, as con- 
cluded by this courts '^ That, though they could not 
pretend to the ability of fighting our ships of war, we 
could not do them a.nT h^rt : they would lay up 
their large cruisers^ and send out their small one$» to 
vex our commerce. And, said the Minister, though 
afiy in a man^s thfoat cannot Tcitt himy it will mmce 
him vomt. Yet they should always be willing to 
maintain the peace with the Americans on the same 
footing as the other mnall Chrigtian nations^ but they 
mfist have a Consul with less fantasiay and more 
friendly to the Barbary interests.^^ I stated that I 
daily i^xpected permission to return to my country,, 
and to be succeeded by Mr. Cathcart, my colleague 
at Tripoli. The Bey expressed astonishment : ask- 
ed if I recollected what he said last year to thia prop- 
osition ; and repeated that you should never come in- 
to his country on any pretext whatever ; even if you 
were a good man it would be improper, after having 
made war with Tripoli. — ^But, embroglione, (troub- 
lesome, litigious, trifler) as he knew you to be, hi» 
diesire of peace alone would exclude you from his^ 
eourt and kingdonh 
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^tknU, Mdkj mthy im&. 
YE8l^i5RD AY I teceived a tioie frbrtt^ 
the Bcy^s Prhnfe Minister, ilemaiiclitig an mterview,, 
I renderefl mysfelf ttt tlie liAlace, to ttstoiihtetf as I 
sapposcd^ new perplcicHieii 5 bwt, oti pasi^ihg tbi uii- 
uftl ceriimony wittt the Bfejr, I cKscovei'ftd on his cotih- 
tetian6e an uiidsilal air of coiflplaisance. He sigtiifir 
ed to me that, dfteir wtiiting a litt<e>- 1 should Ik^ iri- 
formed of the rfltject Of calling roe to the palace* 
Accordingly, IH about an hour after, I accOnipahied 
the Minister with the commercial Agent of the Hc^ 
gency into a prrivate*thamber 5 where, after a great 
deal of circumlocution, he ca^e to the isiibject in 
^iew ; Which wais nothing itfot-e^ior less titan a/ifop- 
miiion of yectce on the pari dj^the Baskaiv df Tnp-, 
oliy ihrough file mediation and tmder the /^aarHntet^ 
of tKe Bey of Tunis. Here follows the substance of 
our conference. 

^^ Hare you done aiiy thin^^ said the Mhiiister, 
^^ on the subject of a petoe with Tnpolt V^ 

Nothing. 

^' You are cari*ying on a war, at so great a dfe^ 
tance, at very great expense, Avithout a prospect of 
gaining any thing. '^ 
^ That we are very sensible of. -- 

'^ Would you be willing to negociate a peace \v1t|i 
Tripoli?" 

Are you authorized to propogethis question ? 

^^lam." 

Well, then I tell you very frankly, wc have no 
inducements whatever to desire a war witli any na- 
tion on earth ; much less with that which is now the 
subject of it. If Tripoli should make Suitable re- 
tractions, she may think of peace. But, even then, 
we should think it hazardous to treat with the reign- 
ing . Bashaw after having seen such flagrant viola- 
tions of his faith. 
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^^ If Ae Bey odT Tuiiii would act as iiiedial4>r be- 
tween the i^arties^ and take upon hiaisdf the guatan* 
lee of tike peace on the part of Tripoli^ would it re- 
move this d^hMilty?" 

We have gveat reliance ou the good faith^ equity 
and magnanimity of his Excellency the Bey of Ta« 
nis ; and should be very secure in his responsibili* 
ty : but is it certain that this Bey would take upon . 
himself the guarantee of a peace in behalf of Trip- 
oli ? 

^^ Tea. But if you talk of retractions and indem- 
nities^ it would be idle to talk of peace« On t^ 
contrary^ according to all custom^ you must make 
the Bashaw a small ]»remnt : though he would be 
willhig to put up with something less than what h^ 
at first demanded.^ 

We were not the il^ to violate the peace : we are 
not the first to demand it» If Tripoli be solicitous 
for it^ she must diiandon the idea of imposing condi- 
tion^. ' She will most certainly never receive a ca- 
roabe^ in consideration of her friendship : we do 
not set any value upon it. 

" Nay ; but if you place no value on her friend- 
ship, the security of your commerce in this sea^ and 
the saving of the expense of armaments^ are objects 
of consideration^ in which you consult your own in- 
terest/' 

We never supposed our commerce in this sea 
more secure than at present; notwithstanding the 
war with Tripoli ; and as lo the expense of arma- 
ni6iits we accumulate notbinj^ un that score from 
making the Mediterranean the manouvering ground 
of our seamen. We shall probably always have a 
squadron in this sea, 

^^ But Tripoli is very poor: she cainMit subsist 
without the generosity of her friends : give somethjuug 
then on the score of charity/' 

^ 52caroubesinakeac{QUfir. 
S8 
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Tripdii has farf eited her title of friend. Besideg^ 
there is a vast "difference between the beggariprho 
seizes my horse by ik^ bitrand^ with a pistol at my 
breast^ den^ands my purise^^and lum who^ with one 
hand pressed to his heart, and the other hanging 
with his hat, asks charity for the- love of God* Thei 
former merits chastisement ; the latter excites com- 
miseratioB. I leave you to apply the figure. 

^^Ifeel it. But the Barbary Regencies never 
make peace without presents/^ 

It is fai^ time tlj^n that there should be a prece- 
dent, 

^^ But you say you are disposed for peace.'' 

Yes ; but you are not to understand me that we 
either wish or will accept it on dishonoraUe terms. 

^^ There can be nothing dishonorable in making a 
small voluntary present to Tripoli.'' 

Drop this subject, if you please. Tripoli is not 
in a right porition to receive expressions of our hos- 
pitality. Jfor am I vested with powers to negoci- 
ate. I can only express to yon the general, but fix- 
ed sentimefit of my government and country, that we 
prefer peace to war^ if we can have it on honorqble 
terms : and you are at liberty to express this senti- 
ment to Tripoli. She may profit of it if she think 
proper. Otherwise, four or \five years of warfare 
with that state will be but a pastime to onr young 
warriors. / 

^^ I shall send off a cotirier,'' said the lainister, 
^^ with the result of this iiterview,^' 

At evening the commercial agent was at my lM)ase. 
Went over the same ground. Was sure, thftt we 
should never have a peace without paying some- 
thing : it would disgrace the Regency : but he seem- 
ed extremely solicitous to have permission to write 
something promising to Tripoli on the subject of a 
negoeiation. He eaid^ what the Minister had as- 
serted in the morning, that the only pretext the 
Basl)t).w of Tripoli hfid for breaking faith with the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^^ GBNk EATOK^ JM# 

tloited States was that the peace was not yotetitary 
tm his part ; but forced 0n hiisi by 4-lgiers; 

These^overtureft go td prove the embarrassed sitQ« 
ation of oar enemy ; and promise, if suitable advan- 
tage is taken of it* a peaee 6vl onr oWii terms. We 
liold the high grounds of liim at all points. I am pi^^ 
tial to my original plan of restoring fiie rightful 
Bashaw^ though nothing was said on the subject at 
' the palace to day. I think it highly pr^^abie that 
the reigning Bashaw has offered mora powefful or- 
^gwmmiB to engage this Minister in liis interest than 
^either his brother had the means or myself the dis- 
cretiim of olfering. Besides^ the Bey of Tunis is ig* 
norant of that project. It will be reasonable enough 
to inform him of it after having ensured its success. 
In the mean time let us amuse the usurper with his 
own propositions. . 

To Mb King. 

Tuni8^ June Qth, 180S. 
ON 'the S8th ult. arrived the United 
States frigate Constellation^ Gapt. Alexander Mur^ * 
ray^ last from Gilmiltar. He delivered me the arms 
prepared in London for this Bey^ which I have pre- 
sented^ saving the sword^ and which were highly 
acceptable ; but^ in the uniform spirit of insolence 
which Christians tolerate in these Regencies^ the 
Bey^ through his Minister^ after receiving'these val- 
uable articles^ revived a former demand for a corvette 
. or brig of war^ such as we had given Algiers. I 
referred him to treaty stipulations t ^^^ thus' silenc- 
ed this ctatm^ at least for the present : it will be re- 
vived the instant that we consent to pay Tripoli foi* 
a peace ; which must be the result of that war unless 
more energy be thrown into our operations^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 

a 



)ttd 11F£ OP 



To MR. Madison. 

Tunis^ Jun4 8th, 180B. 
MY mMsiiTf s with Mohamet BasbaWy 
the rightful ravereigii of Tripoli/ whieh I have had 
the honor to detail to govemmetit l^y ittfferent raiita 
and various oecasiona^ have nndergoiie very severe 
eriticism by Captaine 8. Barron and Baiiibridge ; by 
them reprobated in a stile of most ilHbelral eensnre ; 
and under their inSuenee rejected by Ctevt« Murray^ 
in an air of authority and reprimand which I should 
not expect even fVom ttie highest departments of gov* 
emment. 

I am aware iilat the expression found in my com- 
munication on the subject^ 'wb are abamd^ed ty our 
ships of waVy may have touched the feelings of gcn^ 
tiemen commanding them. I am not in fault for 
that. It is my duty^ at least I consider it so^ to re- 
port facts as tfaey prei^ent themselv^ to me : no eon- 
siderotion will divert me from that duty. 

The Philadelnhfai sailed from tbis port the S8d. 
September last for Tripoli ; and returned tite Sd« 
October following : she has not been seen here 
since : and one of her midshipmen^ now acting in 
the Constellation^ whose name I forget^ aiBrms that 
she has but once stn^e shewn herself before Tripoli ^ 
and then remained on the station only six hours, 
'^riiis is the only United States ship of war* Which 
has appeared at all on this coast since October^ until 
the arrival of the Boston^ Capt. M^Niell, who hm 
kept his post. The extremity of the winter com- 
pelled the commander of the Philadelphia to take 
house and lodgings tft Saragosa^ except thirty or for- 
ty days he has been on shore at Leghorn. The Es- 
sex has been stationed off Gibralier to watch the hull 

♦ Except tlie George Washington in the tripple character of 
warrior^ transport^ and merchantman. 
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ef a. ifi^mantled sii^ ; but that post she has left oc- 
eaiionally^ ten^ twelve^ or ftfteen days at different 
periods : she may have had special calls at Malaga 
and Cadiz. This Is a siagalarly economical mode 
Q^ carnriBg on the war ; and it is not extraordinary 
U^gjRnwmctkfRelin^ attached to it should take of- 
fenoe at a vigilanee which should go to put an end 
tok. 

There may b^ anotl^r source of grievance be-* 
tweei» one of those gentlemen and myself^ which 
takes its rise at Algiers. I have exercised tiie liber- 
ty^ in teKms as pointed as every citizen of the Unit* 
^ States should feel the abasement, to exfuress my 
concern that a United States ship of war should have 
been exposed to the ridicule of nations^ navigating 
the sea uiider Mgerine colors ! And, though I never 
aimed to re§eet any censure on the commands, who 
acted under, perhaps, inevitable compulsion, it is 
nevertheless possible, nay probable^ tiiat the turn 
Mr. (KBrien may have given to my expressions 
should have wounded his sensibility ; for whoever 
is acquainted with the emotions of the human heart 
M^l be at no loss to imagine what kind of sensations 
my disapprobation of that disgraceful conoi^ssion 
would excite in the temper of individuals who really 
ai*e, or who seem to think themselves implicated : it 
is very certain that Capt. Murray has been influenc- 
ed by Captains S. Barron and Bainbridge. When 
Iliad the pleasure to wait on those gentlemen in 
this port, last summer, they expressed their entire 
concurrence in all my measures ; and seemed, with 
me^ fully persuaded that the most energetic^ opera- 
tions would alone stamp the impression on these 
powers which our nation are desirous to impress of 
our strength and abilities. Why they should so' 
suddenly depart from that sentiment ; or why Capt^ 
Murray shcmld arrogate to himself the discretion to 
jKit so prompt, so rigorous a check to measures tend- 
ing to that effect, I cannot well comprehend : it is a 
strange notion of Cieonomy which should induce him 
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to reject a ]^rq}ect whiefa promi8e» a saving to the IT- 
Ritod States hoBdreds of thoasands^ nnder a pretext 
of eertSiliilg an expeDce of 10 or 90 tbousaud doi^ 
larsk If he acted from want of confidence in th^ 
suoeess of the project^ he was moved by a zeatwUh' 
Ota knowledge. Information be may have received 
from Captains S. Barron and Bainbridge mnst have 
been presumptive ; for those comman^rs^ not hav- 
ing been fen* the eight months last past in this quar- 
ter, can b^ but very im^fectly informed of the 
whole facts and entire object which tlMMe arrmnge- 
ments embrace. They can, in fact^ have tib infor- 
mation on the subject^ except by niere intimation, 
other than what they derive from my dispatches, a- 
hove alluded to, palsied open threu^ their hands ; 
to which, hnwever, it is manifest, they paid no re- 
spect ; except sueh parts of them as may have been 
cQuatoied t» have reference to individual delinquen- 
cy. But to whom are gentlemen, intnisted wiUi, and 
fresh in, Qommaadhere, to look for information ? To 
the local and profier Agents of the govemlaent sta- 
tioned here to wateh for ^ak interests of the United 
States ; or to the theatres of Saragosa, Leghorn and 
Malsga P*-** * ** * * * 

To Mr. ''Madison* 

Tunis, Aug. 8th, 180S, 
ON the 88d ult. I fell m with a Tripo- 
line merchant at the Swedish liouse^ who informed 
me that the circumstance of Mahamet Bashaw being 
at Maka^ had exdted great emotion at Tripoli ; that 
the reigning Bashaw was much alarmed ; and that 
to prevent an insurrection in the interior in favor of 
the brother, the Bashaw had seized and confined 
several chiefs of principal villages. On the contra- 
ry, that his subjects build on this circumstance a 
hope of returning peace and a milder administration. 
That a spirit of universal dis^mtentment and revolt 
ptrvade all classes of the subjects^ except a few 
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personally attached to the reijgai&g. Bashaw : and 
that they |;enerally think it the interpos^ition of beav* 
en that their rightful sovereign is to be restored to 
them and their oppressor punished. • I do not vouch 
for the trnth of these facts ; though they correspond 
witli every thing which has come to my knowledge 
on the subject. 

To his Excellency Mahamet Caramelli^ Bash* 
AW of Tripoli. 

Tunis, Jhig. 6th, 1808. 
Sir, 

I HAVE had the honor to receive your 
Excellency's letter of I6th olt and I improve this 
first opportunity to request Mr. Pulis to famish yxm 
with two thousand hard dollars on the credit of the 
United States, whkh, I hope will be a relief io your 
situation until the arrival of our Commodore, who is 
hourly expected here. He arrived at (S^raltar ear- 
ly in June ; but has been> detained in that quarter for 
the arrangement of public affairs with the Emperor 
of Morocco. I hope your Excellency's patience 
will not be exhausted. Remember that your broth* 
er thirsts for yonr blood. I have learned from 41^ 
certain source that his project of getting you to 
Berne was to murder you. He is now more deter- 
mined than ever ; because he has intercepted some 
of your letters to your friends in Tripoli. You can- 
not be safe therefore, in any part of your Regency, 
'unless you enter it in your true character of sover- 
eign. I believe in God, the mighty and tite jiifst, that 
this event is not far distant. In the mean time, per- 
mit me to recommend to your Excellency to keep up 
a correspondence with those of your party in Tripoli, 
and with your subjects of Uie eountry. Let them be 
persuaded that your friends will not abandon you 
until, by the help of Ggd, they shall see you restored 
to your faithful people. Give them assurances to 
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redress their grievaaees and to treat them like a 
mild and jast prince. And do every thing to detaieii 
them fvom the interest of the usurper. 
I have the honor to be^ 
Sir, with ihe moatprojhund remect, 
your Excellences most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

WILLIAM EATON. 

To Mb. Madison. ^ 

Tunis, Aug. Wk, 180S. 
WHATEVER may he Capt. Murray^s 
opiniim of my measures^ he ought not to sacrifice the 
interests of service to individual resentments. Gor- 
emment may as well send out quaker meeting-houses 
to float about this sea as frigates with Murrays in 
command : the friendly salutes he maiy receive and 
return at Gibraltar produce nothing at Ti^li. 
Have we but one Truxton and one Sterret in the 
United SUtes? 

The Arab camp^ called to the defence of Tripoli^ 
has undoubtedly been collected to defeat the project 
0f JMBihamet Bashaw^ the exiled brother. What 
,odier internal enemy can tiie usurper fear ? If so^ 
ibis amounts to unquestionable evidence of the in- 
fluence that measure might have had in the war with 
Tripoli if pushed to efleet, *But^ perhapp^ tbe proj. 
ect IS not lost. Let the reigning Bashaw exhaust 
|iis resources in useless defensive preparations^ and 
i'atigue his subjects with fruitless campaigning) 
while the project in view^ on the part of his enemy^ is 
maturing for c^rMiop* I have communicated notfa- 
ing of this project to Mr. T^issen^ he not having a 
cypher corresponding >^ith mine^ and it being danger- 
pus to commit it to an intelligible character : he ap- 
pears totally uninformed of it. 

This Regency is creating new demands on us. I 
shall detail them seasonably, if necessary. Amo^g 
them the original demand for a vessel of war. 
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SxTBACT : To Obn. S. Smith^ BatiimM^e, Mem- 
ber of Congress. 

T^mis, Aug. mhy ISttB. 
ABOCT the timfe the RisbaW of Tripd. 
H had fixed ^ resolution to declarfe war against the 
United States^ Mr» Cathcart, our Consul near that 
Regen6y^ sugg^ted to me^ that Mahamet Btehaw^ 
tn*other of th^ reigning Bashaw^ to whom the sub- 
iects of that Regency were very mucli attached^ be- 
ing Ae rightful soverei^ and then in Tunis^ having 
been treacherously driven from the thrbne some 
years ago, mieht be used as an inistrument in the 
hands of the United States, to chastise the temerity 
df the usurper, reestablish himself, and effect a 
dieap, honorable, and permanent peace to our coun- 
try. I immediately entered into a concertation with 
tiie exiled Bashaw to this effect : and he gave me 
duch lissurances of the feasibility of the measure, to- 
gether, with such cbllateral information collected 
frdm i3^her quarters, as left scarcely a* doubt of itti 
success, if managed with suitable address. Mr; 
Cathcart suggestea the same project to gbveitiment, 
Itud I reported to the proper department the steps I 
had taken in the measure. Last wintei*, being itl 
an infirm state of health from the convalescence of a 
fever which had reduced me very low daring thi^ 
summer, I wai advised by physicians to take a voy- 
age at sea. Accordingly I embarked in the United 
States transport, the (Seorgfe Washington, bA the 18th 
December, for Leghorn. Late in February, infor-^ 
mation tome to me that Mahamfet Bashaw was about 
to return 'to Tripoli, on overtures made to him by 
the reignins Bashaw ; who, it seems, had becc^tni^ 
jealous of him in his actual situation. I iitimediate- 
ly embarked for Tunis, in a Dailish built ship of 
mine, called the Gloria, armed with fourteen twelve 
and six pounders ; navigated by thirty seven men^ 
chiefly Americans ; and commanded by Capt Jo^ 
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geph Bounds of Baltimore ; where^ on my amval^ t 
frand the Bashaw on the point of dep^tnre^ undoEf 
the escort of about forty TripoUne soldiers, for the 
province of Derne in the Regency of Tripoli, i3m 
government of which the usurper had prcmiised him* 
as an indemnity for the }oss of his throne. My re^ 
tarn to Tunis and arguments which I used, detw*-" 
mined the Bashaw to change his resolution^ and. 
seek^tiife secure asylum until the arrival of the A*^ 
merican squadron. But the Bey of Tunis^ whiether 
suspicious of what was on foot, or from what othei^. 
motives I know not, had refused |iim further sup^ 
plies in his Regency. His departure therefc^e, had 
become a matter of neces^ty*. X wished him to go- 
to Leghorn and put himself into the hands of JHr. 
Cathcart : but, surrounded with Turkish subjeotst of, 
his brother, as he was, left it not optional with him, i: 
and, though apprehensive of treachery on. the part of 
his brother, he seemed to have no ^ternative but to 
submit to his destiny. Yet he expressed a de$ire 
by some means to be thrown into the hands, of the 
Americans. * Here being none of our ships of wiur 
in the vicinity, I dispatched Capt. Bounds to tbo^ 
Boston frigate^ Capt, M'Niell, being the only com- 
mander on^he coast, with a statement of facts ; wW 
e^b1*aced the project and sent Capt. Bounds back 
tp me with instructions to hold the Gloria in service,, 
at my disposition, until the arrival pf the Commo- 
dore. In the mean time, before the Bashaw sailed,. 
I obtained secret intelligence from this Bey^s Primes 
Minister that the object of the usurper was to get 
possession of his brother in order to destroy him. I- 
unmediately communicated this intelligence to the 
Bashaw, who had now already embariced for his^ 
passage, and brought him to a resolution- to go ta 
Malta, and there wait the- arrival of our Commodore,^ 
with whom he might proceed before Tripoli and de- 
"mand the restitution of his Regency ; as he had as> 
surances that, in such case, the subjects in general,, 
who are mucii dissatisfied with tlie war, would revolt 
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in his filvor and deliver the usurper into his handg. 
{^eedrdingly^ unSier a pretext of evading the Swede 
And Americaii frigates^ he prevailed on his attend- 
ants to touch at Malta. This plan bein^ arranged, 
I ordered Capt. Bounds to Gibraltar, with dispatch- 
er to the government and Commodore^ stating this 
petition of aJBTairs. He there fell in with the Cpn- 
i^llation, Capt. Murray ; who, after having previ- 
ously read my conimunieations, and consulted with 
Captains S. Barron and Bainbridge, discarded the 
project, and-^smissed my sMp with marks of point- 
ed disapprobittion. Mahamet Bashaw, 'faithful to 
Ms engaigemenis, dischai^ed Kis ship at Malta, v(n- 
i^ the same pretext which took hirtf i:o that port j 
and hds remained^there ever since, fidt, though hiiB 
has had an interview with Capt. M'Niell who coun- 
selled him to persevere in the project, he has receiv< 
ed no succoui', nor even countenance from the gen- 
tleman now 111 command (Capt. Murray.) The cir- 
cmn^tance of his secure position, however, has excit- 
ed such alarm in the apprehensions of the reigning 
Bashaw, that he has actually called to the defence 
of hi« city such of the Arabs of his kingdom as are 
attocdbed to his intereist, and, to insure their fidelity, 
coafiHed their (Chiefs within his walls. This fact, 
together with the solicitude of the usurper to get pos- 
session of his brother's person, go to* demonstrate 
the coit^ectness of our calculations on this project, if 
suitable advantage had Iieen taken of the position it 
ofiSered* I hope the occasion is not lost 

To Mr. Madisoi^. 

TuniSf August 23^, 1803. 
OUR operations of the last and present 
year produce nothing in effect but additional enemies 
and national contempt. If the same system of op- 
erations continue, so will the same consequences. 
The obstinate posture and affected indifference to 
jfienace, which have hitherto been my talismen in 
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lieu of solid argument liere^ no longer wnH. Tho 
Minister puffs a whisfle in my faee, and aaya; 
f ^ We find it is all a puff I We see how yon carry 
on the war with Tripoli V^ 

I have never ceased to give the alarm in dne seai- 
son : to suggest such measures as ispemed to me i»- 
dispensible to pany serious mischirf ; and to pcmt 
out what I believed would be the eonseqnanee of 
neglecting that advice. I have now the mehuieholy 
reflection that my apprehensions have - been but too 
well founded^ and my predicti<ms but too accurate. . 

My exile is become insupportable here. Aban* 
doned by ray pountrymen in command ; no advice 
from govemmant to regulate my conduct ; and mf 
own exertions failing of effect; lam left subjeet^ 
though not yet submissive, to the moat iqUderabte 
abuse and personal vexation. Anxiety> peiplexiiy 
and a climate unfavorable to my constitution, warte 
my health. Tiie position I have taken and held wkh 
this Bey in regard to passports for his merdbantmen 
for Tripoli^ has excited a temper and disposition in . 
this court to distress me in my personal cmeems. 
X have frequently stated that my salary is an inade- 
quate support. The check which Capt. Murcay 
thought proper to put on my public measures has 
not iesfii affected my public character Thus sitoat* 
§d, I q.ii| cottsuming life, property, aod^ . perhaps^ 
public reputation h^ve, without the consoling pros- 
pect of having the merit of being useful to my conn- 
try. Why should I remain at a* post which is no 
longer tenable ? Agaio, I repeat^ my individnal re- 
sources are insuiBcient barriers against the avarice of 
this Regency. From the first moment of my agency 
here it was apparent to me that aubudssion to the de- 
mands of this Bey would only sliarpen avidity. 
J stated this apprehension in my communications to 
government : it was thought too lively ! My meas- 
ures to chastise a perfidioas ^lemy are now branded^ 
by commanders, as spmulativef the fusions vf a 
disorderedfanc^ ! Is it not enough that I have sacri- 
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Aced ahttost torn years to the serviee of my country 
in a state of painfnl sequestration from all rational 
eigoyment ? Will any body alledge tliat I have not 
discharged my duty with an upright zeal ? And are 
msdh the rewards of my s^vices? To be branded 
9ahWd in my own defence^ and by a solitary Gapt. 
ji»a frigftte^ with speculation^ and insanittf ! This is 
$km much ! I have the native rights^ and I trust the 
leelings of an American citizen. Let Murray leave 
id me my liberty and my honor : he may filch from 
me all tfa^ other appendages of life which can be use- 
fill to him. Qut blasted as is my honor here by the 
.weight of his authority and the lureath of his scandal, 
4mv very existenee is insupportable. It were imjms- 
jiible to keep these things concealed here, even if 
^yhad been transacted with less publicity. The 
^Bey says ; ^^ I always told the American Consul be 
was a mad man/^ (because I have not been his obse- 
qoicms slave, as are half the Consuls near him,) 
'^' and it i^pmrs the commanders of bis nation are of 
ihe same opinion V^ Gentle commanders ! Ye ha^e 
hitherto exhibited no symptoms of inadne^s to these 
Regencies ! They are perfectly satisfied with your 
Btoleratioti ! Equally so with the blast, in cool 
blood, you have stamped on the character of a fel. 
low eitiaen ant) a fellow servant of your country. 

I am cowtrained therefore, not less by a regard to 
JS^ interest and honor of my country than to my own 
individual interest and honor, to request the Presi- 
dent will peifmit me to re»gn the trnst I have the 
honor to hold under the government of the United 
States ; unless more active operations shall be re- 
solved on against the enemy ; in which case it would 
^ giratify me to remain on this coast till the issue be 
^d^ermined. 

P. S. ^iug. 28. 

Yesterday I was called to the palace. The Min- 
ister formally demanded of me a frigate of 36 guns. 
It need imt be thou^t strange to see me in America 
this winter. I can neither yield to nor get rid ^f 
jthe demand. 
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To Mk. Madison. 



TuniSy Sept. i2thy 1«08. 
IS former connauEicaiK^ns I have ba4 
the honor to suggest to the department of state^ th^t 
when these Begeneies prevail en a tributary nation- 
al Agent to state a demand to his •government, tl^y 
raise an assun^it on this iM)mplianee. I have em^ 
sequently been uniform in refusing to state their de- 
mands. Steady to this resolution^ I now refuse to» 
write for a thirty six gun frigate. The Bey has 
therefore condescended to write himself; but he 
conceived a project, entirely original, to finesse me 
into his views : which was, that I sboald mak^ ja. 
form of the letter, which l^ woidd send the IVeft*- 
4ent, under his signature. It would thus li&oome 
my act ; and of coar»e, on their mode of reaswing, 
a promise. This I refused. . 

At the palace on the sgth ult. argument was drawn 
from treaty compact, and our late delivery rf rega^ 
lia, to discourage this demand. I asked tite Mmlis- 
ievi. if he was not asnamed to make the demand after 
having received, such valuable presents from the U* 
nited States, and so lately ? He answelred in sub- 
stance. ^^ The presents already received w^ere mere 
jfeace stipulation^ whkh ought to have been ddiver^ 
ed yeajrs ago. We have forborne with you em. ae- 
count of assurance of the Agents c^ your government 
4hat they were always on the way. It i^ sixyeaMB 
:since your peace negociation was begun. We ex- 
pected full payment in a year. ¥bu came out with 
nothing. More than three years have elapsed since 
you finished the negociation. We allowed you six 
months to bring forward the regalia. We hav« 
waited more than thirty six. After so long delay 
we have received payment for your peace. But you 
have made us no c(msideration for this forbearance : 
nor have we hitherto received any evidence of the 
veritajble friendship of the Prince of America ; not- 
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witkstaa^g flie repeated amicable intimatioHs we 
hav^ given him that such an expression of his sin- 
cerity would be agreeable to us. We shall expect 
a itifferent answer to this request. Hii^ Excellency^ 
Ay master^ is a man of great forbearance ; but he 
knows wfaoE^ steps to take with the nations who ex- 
haust bis patience with illusive expressions of friend- 
ship ; as you have learnt from the Danes^ Spaniards 
tmd others. Do not you see the Spanish king has 
dmnged his Consul at the demand of my master ? 
Y^QVL may experience the same disgrace. We shall 
efsqpeet therefore^ that you will give us your influence 
tb obtain us a frigate ; though we have tnuch reason 
t0 believe you rather discourage your Prince from 
Iktening to our solicitations. And^ should a rupture 
happc^n, and he be made acquainted with your neg- 
lesct of duty^ he must impute the cause to you alone.'' 

To which I answered. Let the Bey write the 
President. He can undoubtedly state his preten- 
sions with more perspicuity than I can. I shall take 
ca«e to give his letter conveyance. 

On the Sd instant^ my drogoman was at the pal- 
ace. The demand that I should form the project of 
a letter was reiterated. I had directed him^ in case 
thi^ subject should be revived, to tell the Bejr decid- 
edly, I would not write, neither directly nor indirect- 
ly. He did so. The Minister said : " It is what 
all tiie tributary Consuls do. And the American is^ 
man error if he thinks to break over established 
customs V^ Be directed the drogoman to tell me the 
Bey would see me at the palace on the 4th. Ac- 
cordingly on the fourth I rendered myself there. 
The Bey referred me to the Minister. I waited on 
him in his private chamber. After some interlocu- 
tion, he demanded, in- an imperious tone, a form of a 
letter ^ the President. I asked again, on what pre- 
text he founded his claim for a frigate ; and why he 
iso strenuously insisted on my forming the letter ? ^^ I 
have already explained the grounds of our claim,'^ 
said he. ^^ We must have this expression oi friend- 
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Mpf asyoti have given the Dey of Algia-s. My 
master is afflicted that your Prince does not shoW 
him as much friendship ai$ he does the D^y. Ani 
he will have you write, because it is customary, (u-; 
saAza.) Besides, he does not know what i^tile Would 
be agreeable to your master. You therefore must 
form the letter in a stile to please him and to ensure 
our object/' 

I said 1 thought the idea somewhat singular that 
the Bey of Tunis, who corresponded with all the 
Princes of Europe, should And any difficulty in fratt^i 
ing a letter to the President of the United States t 
Besides, this would not be the first time he had writ& 
ten him.-^^* To no puipose,'' interrupted the l^Hms- 
ter ; ^^ and we will now try the efficacy of your c6m- 
position.^' Not on this occasion, said I : if the Bey 
writes I shall selid the letter ; if not, it Will spare 
me the trouble. ^^ He will write,^^ said the Minis- 
ter, irritated, ^' and in the English language, that we 
may be understood. We fancy you do hot tinder- 
stand our letters in a foreign language !'' He or- 
dered the drogoman to come on the 7*^^ and i^eceive 
the letter, ^^ wliich,'' said he to me, ^^you will senift 
off by your ship express !^^ 

On the 7th, the drogoman was at the palacfe t the 
ktter was written : but, being read to the Bey, did 
not please him* The drogoman was ordereid to caH 
on the 9th : called on the 9th, ordered to call the 10th t 
tailed the 10th, and at half past eleven, A. M. re- 
turned with the Bey^s letter, (inclosure D.) There 
can be little doubt that this demand of the Be;^ hM 
for its object a pretext of rupture, in case circuift- 
stances should, encourage his hope of plunder or of 
greater concessions. He certainly cannot be stupid 
enough to suppose it will be yielded him. He is 
penetrating and subtle as he is avaricious ; and had 
generally the address to cover his designs till the mo- 
meut of aiming his blow : witness the surprize of the 
Banes in 1800; 
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Ke e6rtaifi1y starved Mahamet Basliaw out of bis 
kingdom io force him into the hands of his brother! 
I on^e thought him partial to the exile ; and stiTl be- 
Meve him personally so ; but state policy has out*- 
weighed individual attachment. 

TRANSLATION. 

The Bashaw, Bey of Tunis, to the President of 
the Republic of the United States of Ameh, 

ICA. 

Sib, President. 

* Tunid, Sept. 8th, 180S. 
WITH equal pleasure and satisfaction X 
have seen arrive, and have received successively, all 
the military and naval stores, as w^ll as the superb 
jewels, which your government has sent forward fbi' * 
my Regency and myself^ in execution of our condi- 
tions for Ihe con^rming and consolidating of the good ' 
harmony and alliance which, thank ^d, have been 
established, and actually subsist between us. ' 

While I am happy to give you this assurance, in- ' 
deed sincere, of my full contentment, 1 ought not to , 
dissemble, that I do not, at the satne time, see myi^elf ' 
treated with the same distinction and the ^me re- 
aird that you have had for your other friends, and, 
since I am equally one, I avow to you, with frant- 
Bess, as I have already declared to Mr. Eaton^, your* 
donsal, that it would have been infinitely agreeable' 
to me, if you had also made me a present of a vessel 
of war. ; 

Mr. Baton not finding it convenient to ^chai^ 
himself with the communication of this demand to 
you, on my part, I am determined to testify -to you 
directly, by the present, that it would be very agree- , 
able to me that you should send me a good frigate ^of 
thirty six giuns, which would add to the high esteem 
. I have for your nation, and would more and more 
cement the ties of our friendship, which, on my part I 
shall maiutain firm and inviplable. 
30 • 
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Convinced ag I am before liand^ Sir President^ 
that this demand^ taken into i^nsideration^ will ob- 
tain the fnll effect which I expect from it^ I renew^ 
to yon the assurance of my most, distinguislied es- 
teem^itnd L pray Almighty God to have you in his 
holy keeping. 

HAMOUDA BASHAW, Bey, 
Prince of the princes ofTums^ the city well guard- 
edf the abode of happiness, 

(Bey's Healj:- 
To Mb. Madison. 

Tunis, Oct.H&i, 180S; 
TH£ indignities I have suffered at this 
oonrt latterly, are insupportable. On the first appear-; 
wee of our squadron, this ^ Bey behaved respectful 
1y : bd hus grown insolent inproppi-tion to the mod- . 
oration of their movements and- the success of the 
enemy, i have in no instance yielded to his exae-^' 
tions. B>nt« again permit me to repeat, without more 
energetic support, I. oannot maintain the position £ 
have takeit. here : apposition which tias hitherto re-^. 
eeived^ the approbation of every distinguished officer 
of the general government with whom I have had the 
bonw to correspond. And,, suffer me to add, if fur- 
ther concessions-are to be made here, L desire Imaf: 
not he the medium through whom, they shall he pre- 
sented^ The rich regalia I have already- given this^ 
Bey, in the name of the chief magistrate of the Unit, 
ed States, serve only to show him our wealth- and' 
our weakness, and to prompt his avarice to new de- 
mands-: ^hree years ago, I apprehended this conse- 
qpenee of our yielding expressions of amity. The 
same elEBct wilLresult f?om the same cause, so long. 
as the loiter exist. * * * '* ' ^ 

I am indeed weary of this state of exile and fruit- 
less exinrtion : 1 do not, however, permit myself to 
ponsider any privation of personal enjoyment, 
(though on my piart it is total,) as a sacrifice, if it 
may go to jpromote the honoir and aid the interest ofT 
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3iny beloved country. But, let me be supported or 
replaced. It is a proposition equally r easonable a^ ^ 
desirable. 

'To Mr. Madison. 

TicmV^ JV*ot\ 9tft, 1802- 
IT was erijoined on me to forward loy 
account by the return of the squadron : but it muj5t 
be long sinee known to government that no ship of 
that squadron showed itself here foriscven or eight 
' Months'previously to leaving <liiS' sea. My reasons 
for not forwarding it by the Washington, were stated 
in the letter of 43th DecenAer last. It would have 
been desirable te have obtained permission to present 
my s^ccouttt.in person. There are items to which I 
have no regular vouehers^ and others whose vouch- 
ers require explanation. These people never give 
receipts for presents. I could not prevail on the 
Bey, nor his Minister, to receipt the articles deliver- 
ed him as the conditions *of peace; and I should 
forever have remained destitute of such a voucher, if 
he had not committed himself in his letter to'tht: 
President, of September 8th. I shall forward the 
account by the first direct conveyance. In the mean 
tim0 it is incumbent on me to advise government that 
the incidents of ray measures with Mahamet Bash- 
^w^ have involved an expense of about twenty thj ee 
thousand dollars, for the defraying of which i h^vv 
obtained cash on credit here ; and fur the reim- 
bursement of which, immediaite provisions "must lie 
made. I lament having been the principal agent in 
measures which have incurred this_ useless expense 
to my country : useless it would not htwe heeiij if 
those measures bad received timely support. Th«i 
failure of the project wiH not be followed by any otli- 
^r inconveniences to our affairs lieare ; though, I 
confess, I had apprehensions of more serious conse 
quences from it. Chagrin would forbid me evei 
^presenting this statement, if I were in cash to reim^ 
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burse the sam ; but I have snifered ^very speeies ai 
pei»onal vacation the neasoti pa^ which barlte^THy 
could inflidy to eoB^lflie into the views (^tfab Re*: 
geiiey : every thing which took the appearasee of a 

Sromise has been exacted of^ and extorted from me* 
have been literally robbed ; and am conseqa«itl^ 
destitute of resources here. If tliis expense should 
not be admitted in account on final settlement^ my 
property i^ America must go* to indemnify the Unit- 
ed Bta^es^ so far as it will extend to that object. I 
have the satisfaction to reflect that I have yielded no 
natiOQol points here j (m the contrary^ though it 
threatened and may perhaps eventually effect my 
personal ruin^ Juive steadfastly resisted tl^ Bey's iiii> 
stances and exactions : but, though he menaced me 
^n all shapes to compel concessions, I find this ebsti- 
iiacy (as he i^ pleased to term it) wiU fnroduce no 
public mischief herCf ' 

To Mb. MADisoNf 

Tuni9y Bee, mth^ iSOS. 
MT means and my resources of resiig^ 
^ee are totally exhausted at &is place. The oper- 
jfttions of our squadron this season have done leas 
than the la^i to aid my efforts. Only one irigateof 
this squadron has been hitherto seen on the enemy's 
coast. I can no longer talk of resistance noA cqer- 
cion without exciting a. ^imace of contempt and rid- 
icule. I am neither permitted nor incUned to talk 
of concessions. And^ of course, my personal s«:^i- 
ees can no longer be nseful here under actual mt^ 
cumstances. Any body whose fidelity may be de- 
pended on, and who is capable of wiitu]^ an intelU^ 
gible letter, may be of equal service and less expos* 
ed. This Regency view me with a jealous and sus- 
picious eye. Tliey say, ^^ the American Consul ia 
an enemy to the JBarbary interests." (God forbid 
that he should be a friend to them.) And, in case 
gf a rupture^ I havp nc>t the least reason to supp<^e 
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tke Bey would con'sent to my depftrtare. When the 
tomiiiodore ftnd Mr. Cutlieart arrive I sluill consult 
witih them, and if they coiMMnr kf the measure^ shall 
indeavor by^ stratagem to get out of this country 
and re]|^r to the seat of goTemment ofthe United 
States^ • ' * * . * * * * * 

Notes from the Journal. 

PICKPOCKETS, 

arVnwj, Ifec. 27**, 180»w 
THE superintendc»t ^f the Sapkapa^s 
pubiie buildings sent to demand a winter's provi4ons 
•f spogarami coffee. 
^ I sent tli^'fliesseiiger away with this answer. 

^^ TeUBidi Hagi 8ak Bougdier, thaft I have ne 
sugar ; and^ if he wants coffee, to treat with my bro- 
ker.'^ 

I am weaiy and exhausted by this kind of beg^ 
gary, Th^ Bey, the Sapitapa, both their physi- 
eiaus, their chamberlains, the Caii of Porto Farina, 
the ^chaik Medina, (mayor of the eit^) and Agia, 
(CmiiniiludaHt or Colonel) of the Goulelte, have been 
supplied wi4lt sugar, coffee, tea, pepper, spiees, and 
indecKl, clothing, from the Am^nc^o house, more 
than three years : and in a manner which excludes 
thet possibility, in most instances, of my making it ^ 
{mblk chaise. Even the Bey's commercial agent 
refo^es payment for coffee and loaf sugar ; (he is a- 
bovc using brown ;) which he, at d^erent times, 
has received on credit, to the amount of 800 piasters. 
Whatever these pickpockets fix tiieir eyes upon ih 
my house is good prize. They will not be refused ! 
Let me get away from this den of thieves ! The sal- 
ary of the President of the United States would 
hardly be adequate to the support of this house, on 
the present moderate system of our ^canomy^ wltji 
these Regencies, 
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To^iL Madison. 
... ' • ' •? 

Timis^ Marik fi*ft, 1«03. * 
YBSTERDAT moniiiig, about niiie o: 
clocks GcHSBipdore Morri? left the American hous^ 
to go mi board. ^Mie altereations between him 
a»d the Bey^s eomn^rcial agent^ who had three 
times eome to, and as often fallen from, an agree- 
ment relative to tiie reclamations for the prize in 
qneilfon wUh tUs Regency,^ had determined Mm to ' 
depajci wi&out makmg a visit of eongee to the Bey.: 
Be was na^aitke marine by the eommerckr a^ent, 
and detained for the payment of a balance of a loan, 
amoonting to twiiity tire t^HWimd d^ll^rs, which I 
limi obtiiaed of siUd ageM;, aa reported in my letter 
iQ Mie departB^nt oi state ^ 9th November last 
This act of violence was warmly remonstrated a- 
gi^i^ li was kisisted tluU; tbe loan was a transi- 
tion of my own, forwioeh I wa& solely re^n^ible 
ia Biy representative dMuraeter. I reputed to the a- 
ge^t what I hi^ befoi^ informed him, tiiat I bad 
naarlyjrar months ainee eommunicated.this affiiir to 
my ^veniBient, and should pr^dlmbly s0on re^wft 
aome asmtaftce \^ that at all events the debt was se- 
cure, and, in order to obtain his forbearance, I off<^. 
ed to make Idm any reasonable compensation for the 
del^y* He rejected the proposal: asserted that I 
Imd proQused payment on the arrival of the Gommo^ 
done; aiMl iraisted %m being paid « 1 denied ever 
having given him any assurance of payment on the 
arriviu of the Commodore ; but cimfessed, whatwas' 
true, tiiat I had said to him, I hoped to have the 
means of payment on the ajrrivalof a frigate trom A- 
meriea. And I repeated to him that I would make 
him any reasonable sacrifice by way of eompensa- 

* Mr. Eaton had declared Tripoli in a state of block^e^ 
The American squadron had taken a Tanissian vessel bound to 
Tripoli. The Be7 of Tunis claimed restitution) declaring the 
t)lockade illegal. 
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iUniy if he would consent to suspend the settlement 
till such an arrival. All was in vain*^ — Shylock 
must have Us pound of flesh. The Commodore re- 
tamed to the Ameriean house ; and at his request 1 
lunfisented myself before the Bey and demanded if 
SUs detention were by his order. He did not give 
Bie a direct answer ; but signified that it was under- 
s^ndingily done. There was tio alternative but for 
t)id Commodore to satisfy thi9 demand before he 
could obtain permission to embark. He ther efoiii^ 
addressed himbptf to the French commissary gener- 
al^ who engaged to advance the money on his billsi 
on Leghorn : but in order to indemnify the Commo- 
dore I propose to^put into his haads in favor of the. 
United States an assignment of all my property of 
every nature^ whether real> pergonal or mixed, to be 
applied to t]^ relkibursemeiit of this" sum in ease 
my contingent chaj:ges, which oceaaioned thk loaai^ 
should not be admitted on final settlement ; account 
of which accompanies this statement. 

Jt were desirable that I might render myself at 
the seat of government , with my vouchers, in order 
to nmke such explanations as the natnre of the sub-* 
ject may require : but the Commodore thinks it 
would be too injurious to the interests of the United 
States here at tMs crisis. It is helped however, this 
indulgence may be granted as soon ss the sitoatiolDt 
of affairs will render it admissible* I am now total 
ly destitute of funds and credit here f imd do not 
kn^w where to obtain, the means of daily subsist- 
enee. - 

The Commodore and othmt gendemen of rank inr 
the squadron have expi*essed to me tiieir entire ap« 
pi*obation of my public agency and general maaisures^ 
at this Begency^: but the events ctf yesterday seem 
to have excited some unpleasant sensations. I could 
have no a^prebwsion of such an event. It was im- 
possible to apprehend that the respect attached to 
the person of the Commodore would be violated. It 
is uupreced€^nted, even in the history of Barbary out- 
^agcv 
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^ / Thk ttMniiig . the Gdannodore^ a^compmiied 1^ 
Hr. Gftttmri^ Vt^U ibogetsi and siyself, waited *«li 
tkeBc^ at tbe^akce. . After having cone to .a iD4 
wntrngeamtd in. the affior of. the sme^ d>y the^on; 
Biodore's engR^emeiit to caiu^ all Tuugsiaapropet^ 
t|rc to be resti^iitad^ tbe fiutgeot ^f the lo^n hffim ' 
Bi^ntioiied wasJbiiMghifon^^ . The ^piaatioa wmi ' 
iMkod. the Bey whether the OoinqMitdoge was arrarted 
by hiacfder? He.afiavrsecedevaalvely J by (9»yiDg# 
wiA9 n^ euBtefimmfftfor. a Cammodoiieievin'todepapt 
wUhmit miMng kmu^,vi$it qf ca^^g^ ; md that he 
had i0e»inimmedr MPriagm ware rmdyfov thefw- 
pose^tkBmafniMgi^ the fourth* -! 

wltia tiioe iimty iit awning of the 8d^ the Gonune* 
dme h^d: ooaeladad it see mnil* tak^leave of th^ 
fiegir,; a«d that the jnwning foUoiHring, carriagea wqp« 
pinansd for th« purpcute. The coaamarcial a^nt 
had said to him^ he thooght the affair of the priz0 
ttoght be anm^ed without diffieully at the palace $ 
and that delay might be.obtained for the payment of 
tltts balance by engagkig the good^iffices of the Min^ 
ister. But the equivocal and suspieioiis behavior of 
tl^ goveramant rdative to the prize i^eclamations^ii^ 
stat^ in my report of yesterday^ had determined the 
Qotattodore to, go. on board ; to maJ^e his further 
comomiieatioaa with the palace through the medium 
of the coaanlate ; aM to leave to me the adjustment 
of thid balance. His. detention was the consequence. 
I could not forbear remonstratiDg in pointed aad^ 
iainmted terms with the Bey against this national 
indignity and hreadi of hospitali^. I stated to hint 
the n^ans I possessed to meet this debt. That I 
had already informed my government of the circum- 
sti^ceaof the case ; and that answers could not now , 
be long in arriving. Timt I had reason to suppose 
the confidence always mani&sted on his part towards 
me^ and the integrity of my conduct towards Mm*, 
vrould have shielded me against this wound to my 
feelings and reputation. That this loan^ as he well 
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knew^ had originated in m^aSmres altogedtw compulr 
sonr ; Ihat I had ^veii a premium of tifo thousand 
dollars to obtain it ; and thatt I had be^n impeded 
ftom a more seHsonaUe payment by reason of the in- 
kftntj I had experienced at his court ; especially 
the absolute friiuds of his Minister^ who had literally 
robbed me. The Sapitapa, affecting to be affimited 
at this charge^ as usual in all eases when resisted ov 
ref^roaehed; accused me of being mad. And the 
Bey^ taking an interest in his cause^ ordered me im- 
mediately to quit his court I answered — It is weU ! 
I am not dissatigfit^ to quit a court where I have «r- 
.verieneed littte elm than violsnce atfd indignity. 
jSut demanded of him to state his objections to my-a^ 

rticy ; and, if he had found me unjust, to declari^ 
Addressing himself to the Gommodorevho an- 
swered. — ^^ The Consul is a man of a good hearty 
^•■■^ wrong head. He is too obstinate akid too vio- 
f me. I must have a Consul with a disposic^ 
*iore congenial to Barhary interests /^^ When 
Ji in what 1 had offended ? He said, I had vio- 
/teA the laws of his country by bastinadin^ his sub^ 
^ects : and named Famin, another Christian and a 
Jew. I acknowledged that 1 had, three years ago^ 
chastised Famin. But I denied that he was bis 
subject ; though I knew him his voluntary slave ! 
His conduct towards me had merited chastisement : 
it had been treacherous, dishonest and base. Find- 
ing no other means of justice I had used the disci* 
Inline which I wonld again use in similar circumstan- 
ces. As to the Jew, I was not in the habit of patiently 
taking an insult in my own house from any man ; 
much less fn»m an Algerine Jew. The other affiiir 
had been misstated to him. As it respected my 
public agency I was conscious of not hiiving been 
wanting in point of duty nor in ray respect to him- 
self as a prince. The Bey acknowledged it. I reit- 
erated to him that I had suffered every species of in- 
jury, outrage and indignity \w his Regency ; and I 
thanked him unfeigned ly for ordering me out of it. 
Si 
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I Bbmld «t least leS?^u^!&!l^ me the imfHretfskfti Ok^ 
I was not Ms slave^ aad that it was not in the hatura^ 
of things to reduce me to that situation^ I gave l^n- 
myhand and wished him welL He reciproeaiedr 
the wish. I shall embank 4n the sq^adrpn. Bo^ 
tor George Daris^of N^w York, will remain charged^ 
Mojrdk 9ih. The Commodore embarked the sev- 
eyatfa and ^^i the balanee of my obligation from oo- 
iMMird. I sbaltquit this 'sink of treachery tomoiroWy 
and repair immediately to the seat of the Govern- 
ment of the United Statfis, whew I hope to rendiqr a< 
\ satisf&G^ry account of my four years agency here* 
^v I tliink-it worthy remai*k, that yesteraay the chiv- 
Nftlt^r de Buthes ^laid to me in mesence of Capt«^ 
Bod^^, he had discovered thai the Bey had medi*' 
ta^ other- exaetioais,- which he intended fotscing eu- 
the Commodore^ but that he had desisted from hi^ 
pieojects by reason of being informed that the Fren^* 
commissary general had interested himself in the af- 
fairs of the Americans. That^ confounded at this' 
informaticm, he had thonght it prudent to chan^ hisk 
views. 

On the 10th of March, Mr. Eaton left Tunis.;! 
and on tlie SOtb, arrived at Alters. The next- day 
the s^adrcm sailed for GibraTt^, where it arrived^ 
on the S3d^: On the 30th of the same month,^Hs. 
EIton etidiWked on boai^d a merchantman, the ship 
Perseverance, bound ta Boston, where he ai'rived 
May 5th ; and in ,a few days was restored to thie^ 
bosom of a family from which he had been absent 
tovLf years and a haUl 

In June he went to the s^at of goyemmenl in order 
f€Fa(^ust Ids aeeowts and urge i^e administtation 
to the adoption of more vigorous measures against 
Tripoli^ as well as to induce them to\sanction and 
assist tbe pkn of employing Hamt't Basliaw in op-" 
posing' the ireigning Bashaw of Tripoli. A part of 
his accounts were of such a nature as to demand 
tide interference of CongifCss^ a settlement was there* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IS* 



€EN. EAWN. ' J&lft 

"Site -pwtponed^ <fee ensaing session. Most of fiie 
^oinme.r and aBtunm were spent in the Btana^enfent 
and improvement of Ms farm in Biimfteld. 

In January 1804, Mr. Eaton repaired to Wasfc- 
Ington to adjnst his accounts under the sanction Of 
Congress, the Department of iState refusing to allow 
the S SiS,000 expended in endeavoring to obtain the 
cooperation of the Bx-Bashaw, as well as some 
minor claims. 

IHkc jUlowkig extmciB of hishtter to the Speak- 
er of the House df R^resentives merit perusal. 

HAVIN€r gone through this statement 
of events which profluced the items of ray. claim now 
i>efore this honorable house ; and brough^into view 
^he most considerable transactions of my agency ; 
-both as they relate to my exertions to keep the peace 
at Tunis and to assist the operations of the war a- 
gainst Tripoli ; I beg it ma;^^ be considered t that, 
so far as respects the latter, I have been but the 
dbief acting ' agent of a measure which was recom- 
meHdedand urged 'by sot only Mr. "Catbcart, an a- 
gent of the government, best acquainted with the pl'ob- 
abilities of its success, but by every other agent and" 
citizen of the United States with whom I rould con- 
sult, and who were entitled to my confidence. A 
measui^ ultimately adopted by every commanding 
-officer who has appeared on that station sinfce it took 
shape; and approved by the Executive. That I 
liave taken no steps in the measure but what resulted 
from the position on which I was placed and the na- 
ture of my duty ; and but what met the concurrence 
♦t)f Mr. Catfacart and -such other officers of the gov- 
ernment as were on the ground. That, so far as my a- 
gency had any influence on the measure, itsucceed- 
-^d : and that, if we have not experienced all thebene- 
€ts calculated to result from its full effect, it ought to 
be attributed to the inertia of a commander or com- 
'manders over whose conduct I had no control. That 
vit.w^s^not apprehended any expenses4d^ the U9ite^ 
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^MdB wmdd Mctwb from ihftiiistswe. Bsty mik/t 
woiwy, that sueh expeiiMS as should be kietdttfk 
to its proseeutioB would be ddraTdL out dT ite sne^ 
cess ; aud that it would be a public savk^g bothctf 
life and property : ma would eventually have .been 
the ease if it had beea prosecuted with suitable eui- 



[t msy wd be improper to recite^ tliat my shipGiioi^ 
fta was to be employed on this einerg^nqt only titt 
tike arrimlofa Commodore on the cotist. Jant It wub 
impossible to imagine his arrival Would be delayed 
eleven mouths after the plan was mature for exeou^ 
tkm^ or that^ on his arrival and finding it in tiiat 
stage^ he should make no efforito give it effect. Ho 
was entoeated to send only one ^ his ddpsy wUk the 
agents to the fiiendly Bashaw in order tt>. eneosragiB 
his perseverance unlil he could bring the whoto 
squadron to G^o<^ierate with him* * This he refused all 
a pretext t W the ships ware on shwt rations^ ainl 
must all accompany mm to GHbraltar to ^K>visiott; 

This may have been tb» case ; iiut^ it is neverthe^ 
less true^ that the whole squad?(m la^ nine days after 
arriving at that port without takii^ m even a biscuit 
or a backet of water : the Commc^re was occupied 
with his Royal JMghness, the duke of Kent, soMdtx 
ing a court of admiralty to ad^^idicate upon David 
Valenzi% the Jew, whom he p^ed out of an impe;^ 
rial vessel, near Malta. It is true that the&st j^ 
pearance of this Commodore befwe Tripidi was mA 
till the 22d May, iSOA. It is true that dimi^ %is 
term of a year, from hk first amval on tlie station^ he 
never burnt an ounce ef powder ; except at a royal 
salute fired at 6ibr|iltar in celebri^n of the birUi 
day of his Britanic Majesty ; or on similar ocoai- 
sions. And it is ^ually true, that, during the peri- 
pd of seveuteeu months he commanded the whole 
force of the United States in the Mediterranean, he 
^fr&ai only nineteen days before the enemy's port ! 

I certainly feel no inclinaticm to act the informer : 
nqx W^A 1 ^^9 M>^^ f^ts w^re it iiat that those 
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deSniqmMSas luure m^tt 4e€fly «AH9ted>lM ; ^ytod 
wa oi mj YwmMy and^ Jir^msght I kuMr, 'mdoMd 
iMTito^Ktrette poverty. "Wlierefts^ kn^ I been «ap- 
]l0rted wttk ihat energy ^ nay^ 'with thai jotegrily^ 
iriHchnfu doe to the confldtotiee of tite governmettt 
in the eommandef in ehief of the expedition^ I akoaid 
Intire saved both my honor and my pro^rty. I 
ohoald at least have sabred mysdf the mortsieatioa 
•f this apiiM;l to the equity and sensttiiUty of the na- 
tiflnal l^datai^e, Andy It is eonfidently believed^ 
my oonntry urooM have experieneed bating benefits 
from any exevticms. 

It is prosimied the prefect with Hamet Bashaw is 
fltiU feasible. The very cirenmstaiij&e of his ecriat- 
enee Is evidence of his* hod^ng a position formidable 
to the eneii^y ; 4br^ it is well known^ a Turkish des* 
fni never lets a rival exist ivlwm he can destroy. 
At^ Imust be permitted still to adhere to the opin- 
feo^ whicbhas aetoated my conduet in this affair^ 
ilmt k is the n^ist eiigiUe way of seeoring a perma^ 
nent peace with that Aegency ; for there is no faith 
in tteaHes wiHi Ike ru^g Bashaw f 

Besides the imptession to l)e made on the world* 
liy this species of chastisement^ it woold have a ben- 
«lieial influence on the other Bai'bary Regencies. 
To them^ Hie precedent would be dreadful ; for it 
wonld be «o very dIHcult matter in ease of war to 
stort u rival in either of those Regencies ; the gov- 
mmmeot of Algiers being military deettve ; and" the 
'BeyUqne of liinis, f^ough bereditia^ry^ now held by 
nsnrpaition. This may aeccmnt pei4iaps;^ for the 
Sapitapa havings after deliberation, seceded from 
Hm engagements with me in favor of reestalilishing 
tlie le^mate Bashaw of Tripoli. 

Bul^ whether the prci^eet be yet praetieable or not^ 
it is believed^ suii^ent evidence has been produced 
to convince the understanding of every one, who is 
willing to be convinced, that the object which that 
enterprize aimed to secure was worth an experi- 
ment. W|ththe diser^tionary instructions I faeldi I 
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fifaaidd hM% ttMirirt myself .clMSHMe wMi a efiWi 
isal onissioft had I nrt Hied eveiy dfwt to seeuw 
it : for if a ptoadttent oecasios olfevs wticfa wA^ 
fliktB the li£D and dovikucm af ik» eiMtt|r inte our 
hands^ wimld it wA hn.ve baea iteaeheioiuB to hav» 
neglei^dil? 

It may be aamrted without raoity or eiciigevatkii^ 
Aat my anwi^metitr.with tkeiritval Bashaw 4H 
mors to harcasfi the enemy in 1€0S than :the.eat|re 
op^ratiaHrof<mra<|nadron. Yet the foree «ent uri^ 
the Mediterranean that aeascm wm adequate to aH 
the pmrposes of the war ; and^ with the fkTCHrable 
positrnm whieh ^ad been ewnred, might have put an 
end to it in mxty days after arriving at the post, had 
ibe arrival been ^seasonable. This is not my solita^ 
ry opinion. The Bey of Tunis faqiaself^ wltcm hear- 
ing of the pkin eooeerted 'between the Ameskasis and 
the rival Badiaw, exclaimed i^ Said Joseph is ruin* 
ed V^ Mmning the mling Badmw of Tripoli But 
it is now pretwded the enterprise was abandoned on 
the sciNre of emnomy ! Oliver Grmnwel searched the 
Lordy whenever he had oeeasion to veil his sinisttt- 
views from man / JEcanmn^ seems to be the mask of 
ih^ day with us to dii^nise the most palpable and 
inexeu^dbte neglects of duty f for it is hackneyed 
by every hypoerite whose baseness wants a shield 
iw delinqneney .; or whose jeak>usy seeks to blast 
ihe merit'Of that vigilance and energy which cannot 
but upbraid his remissness. Hence the vexj oon^ 
taander^ who veciuls at the prodigality of seemg a 
dngle sh^^ employed in the prosecution 4>f a meas* 
«re which vaiglk have decided the jfate of the enemy^; 
and at a moment when no alt^mati;ire -existed, seeims 
wholly unconcerned at having employed the whote 
^qperativemaval force of the IJmted States an entire 
year, in the MeditenraneMi, attending the-^frar^ 
iHjfawGmanJ 

lict it not be infermd from these strictures that 
your petitioner is an infidel to the doctrine of econo* 
fiiy 1 On the eoi^rary^ he believesp tmt.nc^ in amis- 
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^pe. WithoQ^Uie Mrrogsme: of bdliefriiig himself 
ju^a^le ^( advisiD^^ my he not bepansitted tonak ?: 
Jll^this kind of comem for the puMk ireal. slmild 
j^ve iofitte&M to^eirciuneribe thB praTiitoa» nirhieh 
^ neeessary operations of the present mommA k^ 
^reontibeBaihary eottdt^wiUitinotheilvay^^ in* 
%(. 4egredations and aaetifiaes whidi wfll be felt by 
the latest generations of posterity ? GandiMe be a 
doyjbt that the Bef^neies are all eorertly lei^ed in 
^e war ? Is not the quectiim at issaie between tiieas 
u4 US| whether we wiU yield onrseliies tributarf 
m4 snbscribe to eonditmal mtiehs af^mwi^ ^ or 
^jbLe an attitude more anaii^as to onr national glo- 
ry and interest? Is there a eitistn in Ameriea whor 
would not rather eontribute something dextraorduiary 
I^K an effectual resistance to the pretentions of these 
B^% than by an illusive eakulation of gaining by 
withholding those contribution^ take the yoke of a 
Barbpiiy pirate ; subiiNeribe to voluntary chiuns ; and 
leave the blush of i^es inscribed on our tombs ! 
- ,Iiet my fellow eitiaienii be persuaded^ tlmt there 
ip no borne to the avarice of ^e Barbery princes : 
lik^ the insatiate grave^ they ean n»v» have enough* 
Consi^ them the revemie of the United States as 
ifae pnce of peace^^ they would s^ll tax oor labors 
for more writable e^premoms of tmr friendship. 
But it is a humiliating oonsidersliion to theiudus* 
trious citisen^ the sweat of whose btow supports him 
inriih breads that a tithe from his Imrd earnings must 
g^ to purchase oil of roses to perfume a pirate^s 
beard ! "^ 

It would be indeed something astonishing that 
these pitiful hordes of sea robbers should have ac- 
qmired such an ascendency over the small and even 
eisnsiderable states^ of Christendom^ were it not easily 
accounted for upon commercial principles. It is 
true tli^t Denmark and Sweden (and even the U- 
nited States^ following the example) gratuitously 
farni&h almost all their mateiials for shipbuilding 
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and nmiilioni <tf war ; bemde^ tii« viUiaUe )ew^ 
«iid large aamift of money we are coniinuaJly pagFing* 
iato their ha,wi» for their foiheanmee^ and for the^ 
oecadooal ransom ofeapliTes. HollMtd and Spain; 
bring thenroash^ naral conatractota^ enjpaeerfii^ an4 
workmen in thw dock yards. Without these re^ 
sources tteywonldHHHinsink under their own igno* 
ranee and want of means to become misehievoas. 
Why this humiliation P Why furnish them the means' 
to aitonr own throats ? It is from a degrading count* 
ittg hoBse policy in tl«e cabwets of the more powerful 
nations tif Europe to keep these marauders in exist* 
ence asachedk upon the commerdalenterpriseitf their 
wesknei^dbonk And from a principle of commeitemX 
riYalship amluig the tributaries^ which aims to igup- 
plant each other in the friendship of these chiefs by 
the pri^imdemnee of bribes : a ]^nci^, however^ 
whieh ultimately drfeats its own object : — ^for tfaa 
Beys^ like apostate lawyers^ take fees on both sides/ 
ami by a rule of invemcmt tUm their arguments a» 
gainst the client who has the heaviest purse. 

In addition to the ordinary inducements of tb^ 
Barbary States to commit piracies on our commerce 
there is another incentive equally powerful^ 
whieh may have escaped the notice of the people of 
the United States^ and yet whieh affects only us. 
We are the rivals of Algiers and Tunis in one prin- 
cipal article of comn^rce in the Mediterranean ; 
which is bread com. Immenee quantities of that 
essential life article are annually shipped from both 
those Regencies to the ports of Spain and Italy^ and 
occasionally to other povts of Christendom in that 
^a. This article of commerce at Algiers^ as well 
as all Qthers^ is fanned by the Jew house of Bocri 
and Bwnah ; who are well known to have a pre- 
ponderating infiuence in all the affairs of that gov- 
ernment. 

AtTuttis^ the government i'self monopolise the 
entire commerce of the kingdom. In both Regen- 
cies that rivaisliip cannot but excite a spirit of hos-. 
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f^iy !• dur cottilieree ; m&rt pftftfetduly mm fhis 
M' tfa^ ^hief srdek of eocp^rtftlion' in both eranfaies j 
ftpdmwhidi tii6 g^emmeote T^eeivetbeb prineipal 
i^etme ; asd an arliele whieh always command^ 
#daiy sale and eash payment^ or adTaatageons bar^ 

^ tn ease of a lUptun with either^ or both those Ro^ 
gtoeies^ a plentiful supply of this airtiele to thosi& 
ports in the Medit^pranean^ and a dose bloekade of 
the enemy's ports^ might bring them to tlieir senses. 
It woul^ be^ next to an mvasion of their eonntiy, tha 
MOiait ^ooniUng blow which ooald be inflieted. It 
Would convince them that they have as much need 
^f our friendship as we have of theii^. Are not 
iiuch the principles of reciprocity we shoifild wish to 
establish? 

I am aware that these remarks may be deemed 
hvelatiTe to the subject of tbii exposition. They 
may not be found/ however;, foreign to the interest of 
the citizens of t\m United States. They are there* 
salt of observations taken <m the spot ; and wiH 
f^robable^ at some not very distant period^ befbnnd 
to contain stti^stanee. * * * * * 

I believe it will also |p^^r manifisst that the 
measures pursued by me with Hamet Bashaw> 
were influenced by no (Wronger motives than an ar^ 
dent zeal to serve my country h^ chastising an ene^- • 
fuy, who richly merits ehas^<mient^ in a ^iray eeo- 
nomtcal^ efieetual and honorable : that this plan 
might have been seasonably ^ffiBCtuated, if I had not 
been abandoned by the very characters on whom its 
execution ultimately depended: and that thus all 
expellee to the United States would have been 
^aved. 

It is hoped it will be consideiired that in any eveni 
of the issue of this project, but one eitimn of the 
United States can be pwrticularly affecteA by it. 
One indeed may be ruined ! But forgiv€^the bold, 
ness of the appeal : would it beeome the ttonor aad 
the magnanimity of my country to pads' ao severe a 
33 
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decision on nprighi intentions ? Where b the eountiy 
which ever called upon a general to reimburse tto 
expenses of a battle or a campaign ? If the expen- 
ses of tte measures I have conchicted, and for whiclr 
I tboQght myself authorized to apply public fiinds^' 
should be admitted to my credit^ there may be found 
a small balance due to me from the United States. 
If not^ I am at once a bankrupt, and a beggar ! Net 
{nroduct of the eantinss of almost five years exile ! 

I very well know tTmt there is one, and perhaps^ 
twO| individuals^ who have fteen fn <he Mediterra- 
neauy who would be willing enough to see this ter- 
mination of my aflkirs : Lidividuals who^ with a 
view of shroodiDg positive delinquency in the im- 
agery of malfeasance of offlce^ on my part^ have an- 
onymously come forward and stamped my conduct 
before the public with the epithets of speculative 
MXkd fraudulent ! Conscious I am that this nameless^ 
bfaisUess accusing spirit merits not the attention of 
a refutation. It is nevertheless due to my country. 
If at any period of my agency I had been actuated 
by motives of speculation^ means liave not been 
wanting which might have been employed in a man- '- 
net not to have been detected nor evaded^ 

If I had received a tiskery for a thousand cafBces 
of wheat, worth ten thousand dollars^ which the Bey 
of Tunis tendered me as an expression of his per^ 
9onal ottAchmenty when he was intriguing to obtain a 
promise for a ship of war^ what mortal eye could 
have ferreted out the tVaud ? It would have been a 
transacticm between him and me altogether secure 
from penefration* The tacit condition of receiving 
it would have been^ on my part, only to write the " 
government stating the necessity of sending out the 1 
frigate as a pi-eventative of war. This would have ' 
implied an assumpsit which could not have been e- 
vaded.^^My country would have sacrificed one hun- 
dred thousand dollars *, ten per H^ent of which would 
have been my compensation for manifesting a dispo- 
sition congenial to the Barbary interests ! \ 
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; > Whm the biuifcraptcy of Junme a^ Sl^watz bap* 
piwed ni LegkoTB^ and their agent at Tunis* Jo* 
fins Cesar Alberganly^ was invcmred in the suloi of 
l^iSO^QOQ^ had I acknowle^d him an Aineriean> 
certifiisates of whidi he held from oar Goo^uk in Ita*^ 
Ij^ Sactoris and Appleton, and thus given counter 
nfinee to the pretensions a^nst the United Stete^ 
0^ the Algerine Jews^ wlio were his chief eredisors^ 
a douceur of twenty per cent on this sum was pro- 
^ posed as my commission for using so ptudent avrer 
coMtion against a^onting the ^'( Potent Bey ojAU 
giersJ^ 

.When six Danish vessels wwe abimdoned to me 
by their masters for a sum which the negoeiator^ 
]Koefoed^ acknowledges to his court not to be one 
thkd dieir value ; had speculation on the misfortune 
or misery of men iniuenced my conduct^ is it r^usoli- 
able to suppose I should have rradered them to 
their proprietors for the. original sum paid as ^eir 
ransom ? 

If this principle had actuated my agency in 1801^ 
when passports for the Bey's merchantmen to Tripo- 
li were demanded of me^ in which 1 might have tak^ 
en an interest, and, in re&sing which, I put my life 
in jeopardy, is it not natural enough to suppose I 
wpuld hav^ sought some prete:d; to justify the eon- 
cei^ion. It would have been very easy to say^ this 
was the only preservative of peace ; aad this reason 
would iiave been valid a^nst all conjecture. 

And when this demand was again revived In 180S, 
and it was declared to me that a refusal on my part 
would produce a proscription from the court agai&»it 
Bie ; do the sacrifices I made in adherence to my 
position look like a preference ^ my own interest or 
iafety to thai of the public ? 

Or, finally, when the Bey of Tunis ordered my 
ship Gloria to America with bis lett^ to the Presi- 
dent, demanding a frigate ; and fumkhed her With 
his passport for the purpose ; if I had consulted my 
jpartleular interest i^ the aJSair, is if reasonable to 
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suppose I woqM Again iu^Eard mj ptrsdtial $iaifi^ 
and, instead of obeying the Bey?s mandate, profit of 
the proteetion of his passport to get the ship to Leg^ 
horn for sale at^a certain loss ? (I saeriAcedW^OOQ 
in the sale of that ship, and am without remedy.) 
If I had yielded to the Bey's demand, or rather po«* 
itive ord^ in thk in^teiMe, and the pretext would 
We teen a good one^ the United States must iM^e 
indemnifi^ me in nX^ the ci»Mqimnt expe«sesi Bui 
the flag of tin United Stateahas neirer been smu 
floating ti) the service of a Baibary pirate^ under 
my agency. 

I oo not iurrogate to myself any peculiar meitt in 
having rejected overtures and submitted to saepfi- 
e^s I my situation ren^red it incumbent on me. But 
if any consideraition be dv^ to the principles of anaU 
^y, or parity ctfreasoning, the infenNiee will be nat- 
ural here, that, inst^td of abandoning the public in* 
terest io speculative views, I have sacrificed my own, 
ais well as my personal tranquility, in a fixed adher- 
ence to the dalles of my trust Btupi^y a3oi^ could 
admit the idea that a man, in the exeiscisn of reascm, 
would forego so many secure oppoirtunities to ^cmieh 
himself by an indireet speculation, and yet cmMe 
sehemes of fraud at midnigr aid in the face of the 
world. I have a right to feel indignant at tUs e^ir- 
arily attempt to asMssinate my reputation ! 

In order to s)iow wlmt degree of re&peetabHify at- 
tached itself to my agency in the opinion of respeetr 
able Europeans on the spot, it may not be deemed 
vanity, nor improper, to suJbjoin here a kanslated 
e(^y of a letter feom a g^ntkman of rank and can- 
sideraticm, dictated by tli^ impulse of Ms leelii^ ent 
hearing of the events which occurred the di^ next 
before its date ; and also of a eertifiealefitmi my col- 
leagues the European a^nts, pr»!(en(ed me tkrou^li 
the medium of the Chevalier de Bakhes. 
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TBANSLATION qw the LETTER- 

filB^ AITD MUCH HOKOR&B FrIBKD^ 

2\f ni^> JMkrefc 7«A, 1803. 
,W£ behoid yon tiatea finally faraed out 
^Trnlf after hairixi^ for jMn etidaayored hoaoro* 

^Uyto flUpfKirtilw iotel^eirt cHT your nation^ wHhoiit 
tme mometitmijoyitig^ dmriiig tias epoek, the trifling 
eoMsiderattoii vainly attaelied to the ^tetion of a Con^ 
sitl in Barbary ! We behold you at length the vic^ 
titi^ 1 hope n^mentary, of a eotttnnation of .events 
and intrigcMBs the ori^ of which, I venture to sny^ 

^ tnay be traced to the peace M the United States with 
4tese Regendes ; whose expedients^ unhappily ior 
tlie eau% of humanity, ihe civiliased worid dei^se 
with too much hau^tiness and ignorance ; and 
whose ridicttlons )H?etraidons they flatter with too 
ficitieh patience and baseness. Your peace witti Ta« 
ms^ above aQ, was negoeiated under the most u^« 
vmnible auspices. It ou^t^ with some reaso% to 
flimcfe Ae personal pride <$this Bey, that the Dey of 
Algiers, or rather his Jews^ assumed an air of bdng 
your protectors, oalculated to impress a notion of de- 
pendence on the Tunissian pri»ee. This impolitic; 
step ^vt5 him no exalted opinion of the genius Jot 
yomr ^vefnmewt. And, indeed, your inactive war 
yi^tik Tripoli can impress him witfi no great idea of 
y«nr coercive powers. 

Never had a Consul so thorny a way to clear as 
youri^lf ; an object so difficult of attainment. He, 
-who had ttxe honor to represent.your nation on your 
arrival bere, by the i^lavish and cringing part he act- 
ed at this i^urt, had ihe means and the baseness to 
sell your interests ; the chief source, in my opinioni 
to which you may ascribe ^oiir subsequent political 
embftfrrassments. 
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Is it possible io doubt^ a single momeiity the imfiu 
vorable opfnion this man impressed on tbe Bey> of 
yotir government ! 

I will not conceal what I observed at the time of 
negociating your treaty, that the Bey of Tunis is not 
establishing a peace with the United States ; it is a 
commercuu speculation : Famin is his political fac^ 
tor, and will gain the commission ! I now venture to 
add ; the Bey had reason^ the error was on the part 
of the United States. It is not astonishing that the 
successor of Famin, taking a position firm and analo- 
gous to the station he came here to fill^ should sur- 
prise the Bey by so singular a contrast. He had a 
ri^ht to doubt whether this firmness were peculiar to 
your individual character ; or whether it was that 
which your government wished to display here. 
Ought he ncrt to say^ a nation who begins their rep- 
resentation by one of my minions have not the ap* 
vearancB tf meaning to brave mypretens^ions ? This 
inadvertence in the choice of the &*st individual^ who 
ought^ plainly speakings to fix in a degree the consid- 
eration which the United States should in future en- 
joy with this Regency^ is a fault of which the actual 
consequences prove the magnitude^ and the injuri- 
ous-impressions of which wiU with diflBcul^y be erad- 
icated ; time will demonstrate this. 
Pardon these reflections. — ^The idea of yimr de* 

rture force them from me. Friendship founded 
esteem participates the injuries which a friend 
experiences. I do not offer you my condqlenee. 
Duty discharged inspires not such a sentiment 
lam. Sir, 
Your devoted and faithful friend, 

Marse, two leagues from Tunis. 

To William Eaton, Esq. 
Consul of the United States, 8^c. 
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IftANSLATIOK OF THE CERTIFICATE. 

^^ WE the undersigned Consiils and a- 
^nts of the European 'governments^ at the Regency 
of ITunis, certify, that Mr. William Eaton, Con- 
sul of the United States of America, has, on every 
occasion, supported the rights of his nation with dig- 
nity and integrity. It is with pleasure we give him 
this testimony of the truth and of our friendship. 
Done at Tunis, the iOth March, 1803. 
Signed, A. NYS8EN, Consul General of the 
Batavian Republic, 
DEVOISE, Commissary General and 
charge of tiff^airs of the French Mepub- 
lie, near the Bey. 
^ HENRY CLARK, British charge of 
§ affairs. 

* JOSEPH If OBBIEZ, Consul Gener^ 
al, and charge of affairs of his Cathoh 
ic Majesty. 
HOLCK, HisBmish Majesty's Con^ 
sul General. 

I ask nothing of my country but reciprocal sup- 
port. 

•iccept. Sir, the assu/rance 
of my profound respect, 
WILLIAM EATON. 
City of Washington, Feb. i6th, i804. 

N. B. Touching at Alders, Consul O'Brien 
came on board. He expressed surprize at ^ei^ me. 
I sketched to him the event of my congee at Tunis. 
He said he had apprehended a squall : and express- 
ed his reasons : which he reduced to writing, as fol- 
lows. 

^^ This will certify, that, in October 1803, a re- 
spectable Jew merchant from Tunis declared to me, 
and in the presence of Bocri and Busnah of Al- 
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ners^ and iligb in tlie presence of Ca(it Moms^^ 
(Audrew) ^^ that the Sapitapa^ or Tanisfliaii Mmte- 
ter^ had declared to the said Jew^ that he would woik 
the destruetion of the American Consul at Tunis. 
The Jew farthei" added^ that th^ SapitaMi said^ li^ 
was determined to have an American Consul more 
pliable to his view^i 

Given under my hdni^ thistOih day ofMurAj, 
iSOB. 

. rSipiedJ BICHAKB O^BBIBN'^ 

Mr. EAToii's accoahtd^ however, ivere not wholly 
adjusted this session. In April he Avas appointed 
navy agent of the United States, for the several 
Barbary powers, with the view of going forward to 
Hamet Bashaw, to aid the operations of the United 
States' squadron against the ruling Bashaw of Trip- 
oli. 

In June he embarked on board the frigate Jolm 
Adams, in company with the President, the Con- 
gress, the Essex and the Constellation, all in commis- 
sion for the Mediterranean service, umler Commo- 
dore Samuel Barron, and Captains Bodgers^ J^ Bar- 
ron, Campbell and Chauncey. 

At $ea Mr. Eaitm wrote the following letter to 
Ceh Bwtght of Springfield. 

To CoL. DWIGHT. . 

Extract^ a letter fof inetructionaj froitt the Secre- 
tary of State to James Leander Cathcart, dated 
April 9thy 1808. 

^f MY last to yoii was of August S^d, 
I8OS4 It was then hoped you would have been suc- 
cessfully engaged in making peace with Tripoli^ for 
which the crisis was peculiarly favorable. The 
course of circumstances having deprived us of the 
advantages of thi^ crisis, to which the tenor of vour 
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^ll^il^&9<»M<taiid Wfis Ad^ted^ the Preiftidetit hfy^ 
fteoght proper to review them with an eye to the 
jehavge 19 the state of things under which^ if peace 
|>e still unmade^ the ne^ociatioiis for it must still he 
^rried on. A^ considerie^ that the Bashaw is nd 
linger under the domestic distresses^ which^ at one 
tiflie^ humbled his pretensions ; that all the other 
iSiAions nJt w#r with him^ have yielded to the cus- 
tomary terms of peace ; and that the new terms^ 
whiehf tiie conounreat policy of all civilized nations 
euglrt to force on these Barbarians^ would now be 
jj^rsue^ by the United States at a very neat ex- 
jtense^ not only without the cooperation of a single 
<4her power^ but in opposition to the example of all^ 
and at a period^ m different respects critical to their 
affairs^ it is thought best iiiat you should not be tied 
down to a refusm qfp^esents^ whether to be includ- 
ed in the peace^ or to be made from time to time 
during its €Qntiv.uanc0. — Especially as in the latter 
ease the title to the presents will be a motive to it^ 
continuance; to admit that the Bashaw shall receive^ 
in the first instance^ includins the consular present^ 
tlw sum of 20,000 dollars and at the rate afterwards 
of eight or ten thousand dollars a year* 

If these sums can be reduced, you will, ol^ course^ 
avail yourself of the opportunity. But no enlarge^ 
ment of them towards the examples of other nations 
will be admissible ; especially if, at the date of the 
negociations, none of our citizens should be in cap= 
tivity. 

The presents, whatever the amount ot the pur- 
pose of them, (except the consular present, which, ai^ 
tisual, may consist of jewelry, cloth, kd) must be 
made in money, and not in stores : and also the pe- 
riodical payments are to be biennial rather than annu^ 
al ; and the arrangement of the presents is to form 
JSrOPJiRTofthe PUBLIC TREATY, if ttpri^ 
vBt^ promise send, understanding can be substituted. - 

The Dey of Algiers being inflexible in refusiiig 
to receive you as Consul, the President has tiot deem- 
33 
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nta ; which «'««,HwrU^e«tl«»'i»l5- '^"W 

^^i^rK:^wriSs,««h.u»..ft«. 

receive V^;^^^^\. F^Xw^ Ire prepuxed to arrange 

?'"^-..^?& state^^^^^ last of all a friga*^ 
from the Ui!ted^^^^^^ ^^^^ declmed oa our part. 
These have geSS^ ^^ Withhold the latter ; but 
and we are determiai^^ danced at^ as our moUv^ 
the ciixumstance may l>l[^*^^^^^tg^|jy which ^w 
for proposing the peffodical^Kjf^ ^jll ^ind liberali- 
wish at once to manifest our i^ik^^ii iuterest m pr^- 
ty to the Regeaey ; to give hirnm^g^^^ pate what 
serving peace ; and to regulate at^^ 
is now so uncertain as to its demands^k^g^^^^g 2^^ 

It is believed also, that if other circu1l||L^^^ptaAee 
propitious, it will be eligible to settle the^LL^^ju^. 
of them by Tunis, at a moderate rate, as a pmjv^ q^i 
py to the negociatioa with Tripoli, sinee it ^]^kg wi^ 
the former Regency ; afford a scale for settliiM.^ ^^ 
the latter ; and anticipate a limit to tlie proposlLce, 
Bey might otherwise make by refeiing to the p» ^ 
dent set with respect ta Tripoli. The sura tJL ^^^ 
allowed Tunis is to be payable in cash, and nomj^ 
exceed the rate of 1^^10,000 per annum, to be ^^^ 
biennially, if it catk be so settled/^ &c. 

Mr. Cathcart proceeded to Tunis with these tern 
4nd a consular present, some time in the summer 
1803 ; but the Consul and the terms were both re-' 
jected by the Bey. It appears Mr. Cathcart wrote 
the Bey from on board, after having loft the kin^- 
dcito, or while at anchor in the road of Tunis, in 
terms at which Ids Excellency felt his piratical dig- 
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nity insulted, and on wMch account he memorialize 
ed the President of the United States. 

In coteequence of which the President wrote the 
iBcy. 

^Al*HOMAS Jefferson, President of the Unite© 
States of America, to the Most Illustrious 
: and Most Magnwice;nt Prince^ the Bey pf 
Tunis. 

&REAT AND GOOB FrIEND, 

I BBCEIVED in due time your letter 
of 7th off September, repeating the request of a frig- 
ate of 36 guns, with which, on a former occasion I 
had informed yoU that circumstances did not permit 
us to comply. I am under the necessity of stating 
that these circumstances continue ; and that our na- 
val force, being only proportioned to our exigencies^ 
we cannot with prudence lesson it by parting with 
any porti«n of*it . 

I should regret much a misconception of our mo- 
tive on this occasion. We set a just value on your 
friendship, as we do on that of all other nations with 
:wh(mi we have intercourse, and, as we presume they 
^ on ours. 
: T%ie«e mutual friendships, and the interests arisr 

it »g out of them, are equivalents, the one for the oth- 

^t er ; and authorize equal claims and rights on both 

rf. .Slates* 

\ Of onr dispositions towards yourself in particular, 
we have not been wanting in proofs, in addition to 
the faithful fulfilment of our treaty ; nor shall we, 
on proper occasions, fail to contmue reasonable man- 
ifestations of them, according to the rules we observe 
in our intercourse wiih nations. 

Such being our regard for you, it is with peculiar 
concern I learn, from your letter of 14th September,. 
that Mr. Cathcart, whom I had chosen to succeed to 
the place of Mr, Baton^ near you, and chosen from 
ft con^dcmc^ in his integrity, experience, and good 
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disposiduM, hag soeondaeted himself m to incur 
yoar displeaBure. In doing tUit^ be assured, he has 
gone against the letter and spirit of his instmeliims : 
i¥hich were> that his deportment shonldbe snch as 
to make my esteem and respect for yoar character 
both personal and public ; and to cultivate your 
friendship by all the attentions and services he could 
render. So soon as he went out of this line he was 
out of the line of his duty ; and his aets are disclaim- 
ed as in opposition to his orders. On his return to 
the United States, be will be made sensible how far, 
in this, he departed from the intenticm of his employ- 
ers. 

The consideration that the bonds of peace between 
nations ought not to be burst asunder by tiie hasty 
and unauthorized acts of a public agent, was worthy 
of your wisdom and justice. And the acqaiescenee 
in the transaction of our affairs by Mr. Davis, until 
an agent could be sent with formal authorities, mani- 
fested a desire of maintaining a good underdifndmg, 
which, being reciprocal is auspicious to onr peace. 

In selecting another character to tal^e the plaee cdP 
Mr. Cathcart, I shall take care to fix on one, who, I 
hope, will better fulfil the duties of respect an* es- 
teem for you ; and who, in so doing only, will be 
the faithful representative and orsan of our eamesi 
desire that the peace and friendship so happily sob- 
listing between the two countries may be firm and 
permanent. And I pray Almighty God, great and 

food friend, that he may have you under his holy 
eeping. 

Dane at the city of Washington^ in the XT- 
nited States of America^ this twenijf 9e^^ 
enth day of January f one thousana eight 
hundred and four. 
r Signed J THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
Jai^ies Madison. Secietary of state. 

He must be a very coward who can receive an a-f- 
froiit and beg pardon for the injufy. The language 
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of the Be^iS leister, demaotfiig a frigate, wai» the lai^* 
^age 6f a lord to his vassal. The spirit which die-* 
tat^ tiie answer betrays more the inspiration of 
Carter^« Mountain than Bnnker^s Hill. If I recol- 
lect ever having seen the effusions of so much mean- 
ness of spirit flow from an American pen, it ^as in 
€(haneellor Livingston's letter of congratulation to 
Talleyrand on the successful murders of the imperial 
highwayman, Bonaparte ! Who can any longer doubt 
that our exalted philosopher is a humble Christiaia, 
ttfler having seen, in so many instances, his ready 
i^edienee to one of the most moriiffing injunctions 
of that system : ^^ If thine enemy smite thee on the 
one cheek tiu'n thou the other also !'' But if '' all 
liars shall have their part in the lake that burns 
with fire and brimstope/^ as much as he hates the 
' smell of gunpowder, he stands awfully exposed to 

r that of sulphur ! 
: It may reeur to some of my friends that, 0|i iny 
arrival in America, May 5th, 1803, 1 stated, in a 
Boston federal paper, that the Bey of Tunis had de- 
nmndcd a frigate of 36 guns of the President ; and 

1 that shortly after an article appeared under the offi- 
cial column of Smiths paper at Washington, deny- 
ing the correctness of my statement. The tenor 
of that article plainly shewed that it came from the 
department of state ; and my truth sunk under thoi 

■^ inftaenee of dignified fraud. But how brazen and 
blushless must have been that hypocrisy, which dar* 
ed so deliberately to pass this deciaption on the pub- 
lic credulity, and thus wrongfully to lay xt^ uudet 
the imputation of misrepresentation ; when those 
ifnstractions to Mr. Cathcart of April 9th, had exist. 
ed in the office more than a month, and had actually 
gone forward, with tlie acceptance of my resigna- 
tion ! 

An article in those instructions states that 1 hafl 
signified my intention to leave the Consulate ai Tu- 
niiS. Accompanying the Bey^s letter, demanding a 
frigate^, went forward i^ fair report of ^e resistance I 
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* Iiad opposed^ the claim^ of my aafiuranees to the 
Bqr that he would never receive any farther couces^ 
moos from the United States^ as the condition, of 
peaee^ and my plain declaration thai, if farther CQn-. 
cessions were made^ I would not be the medium 
through whom they should he communicated^ I re- 
quested Mr. Madison to make known this resolation^ 
to the President^ with an expression of my further 
determination that^ unless supported in the attit^e . 
1 had taken at (hat piratical court, and taken in strict 
- ohedienee to the whole tenor of Mr. Jefferson's in- 
structions, I would not serve another season in that 
station. I had perceived a languor m the measures 
of government, concerning Barbary affairs, whieh 
foreboded humiliations, in which, not having be^Di 
accustomed to retraction, I had no notion of acting- 
a part. But it was intended these late instructions 
should be concealed from me ; as it was also that 
the prostration of the national honor, they authoriz- 
ed^ should be from the public mind ! 

The dignity of the United States was laid at the 
feet of those Chiefs of dog kennels, Tunis and Trip- 
oli, by our President's prayers that they would con- 
sent to accept the homage of a tribute, which should 
ba entailed on our posterity to all^enerations ; yet so 
as ^^ to form no part of the {Niblic treaty if a private 
promise and understanding could he substituted V^ 

On my arrival at Washington, I remonstrated with 
Mr. Madison against the imposition pas&ed on the 
public and the injury' done my honor by the ccmtra- 
diction, ^vbich bad gone from his c^ce to the natioi^ 
^l Intelligencer, against the statement I had commu- 
nicated to the public. He evaded the sulHCct, I 
waited on the President and the Attorney Oeneral. 
One of them was civile and the other grave ; but 
neither disposed to give me the satisfaction I de- 
manded, and which common honesty should have 
induced them a^oluntarily to render. It was very 
easy to be perceived that changes had be^n adopted 
in our system of intercourse with the Regency I had 
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Icft^ which rendered my opinions History ; and 
tilat^ though all acknowledged my sseal and decision 
agreeably to instructions^ all seemed indifferent a* 
bout the sacrifices thence resulting to myself^ and 
direful to conceal from me what those changes wts'e. ' 
Ntrtwithstandkig which^ I endeavored to enforce 
eonviction on the mind of Mr. Lincoln, of the neees- 
sity of meeting the aggressions of Barbary, by retitli- 
fltion. He waved the subject ; and amused me with 
predictions of a political millennium, which was a- 
bottt to happen in the United States. The millenni- 
um was to usher in upon us as the irresistible conse- ' 
quence of the goodness of heart, integrity of mind, 
and correctness of disposition of Mr. Jeffi^^son, All 
nations, even pirates and savages, were to be moved 
by the influence of his persuasive virtue and master- 
ly skill in diplomacy. Whatever faith I might oth- 
erwise have been prevailed on to place in tlie proph- 
ecies of that old elect lady, I could not yield the as- 
sent of my mind to the truth of the data on which she 
predicated this. But though I did not presume to 
contest with her the attributes of the American Baal, 
who was to work this miracle on other nations for the 
exclusive good of our own, I could not help express* 
ing my doubts of the natural temper of mankind, as 
too depraved to be so marvelously influenced by re- 
flieotive goodness. For, though the depravity was to 
be regretted, it is a truth to which the experience of 
every day bore testimony, that the voluntary actisi of 
benevolence exercised by individuals or nations to- 
wards others, if they savored of weakness or pustl- 
animity, generally produced contempt rather than 
respect ; and invited insult rather than inspired grat< 
itude. 

No acts of the sublimest goodness would shield an 
individual nor a nation, from violence and pillage, 
who keep no locks to their coffers nor guards to 
their magazines. Men yield their homage rather to 
the objects of their terror than of their gratitude. 
Jove himself would receive neither sacrifices nor 
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prayers at \m altars, if it were ttot for biiS ilmiiders. 
And no man ever yielded the homage of resptei td 
man till first laid under apprehensions of dangei^ 
from withholding it. 

My old pupil was so wrapped up in faitli of his 
idol that my morality had no more dEsct upon kim 
than it would upon a young Hopkintonian eandidatei 
He did not teu me, however, that the productire 
goodness on which all depended was to exhibit itself 
towards other nations by eontributions from oiir na> 
tional treasury, and by a shameless prostitution of 
the national honor ! 

The same spirit of submission which dtetatedihe 
iustruetions of April 9th^ 1803, pervades the body tsf 
the President's letter of January 7th, 1804. Botii 
are so repugnant to the system urged in my state* 
ment to Consress about the same time, that I now 
feel the full loree of an observation made to me by a 
gentleman belonging to that body, that ^^ Gorenr^ 
ment wonld not have called for my services if they 
eould do without them." 

The proposition of 810,000 tribute has been voU 
unteered by Mr. Gathcart to the Bashaw of Tripoli 
^nd by Mr. O^Brien and Davis to the Bey of Tunis 5 
and, tibank God, by both rejected as too trifimgaam^ 
sideratian for tkeir friendship ; and the feelings of 
the nation on . this subject have at length been so 
clearly expressed that the President will "not presume 
to renew the offer. But I have no doubt that the 
ehaste philosopher will, after all that is past, take to 
himself the merit of having redeemed 4he honor of 
his country by resisting those dishonorable terms of 
peace with these two Begeneies. 

Had the private bargain been struck according to 
calculations of our chief Magistrate, the navj^ before 
this, would have been removed and hauled up at 
J!M[onticelIo. He will now have the merit also of 
reviving the navy, and restoring the credit of the 
national flag. j1 man the most fortunate in contin^ 
gency^^the most base in ealcnlatton. 
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1 am^kboatto c\Mdthklfm§, aad AlM^di- too to- 
dioiis letter by detaiUng a proof of this conclusioii^ 
in which I am too seriously concerhed^ perhaps to 
be cool. 

H WJhen cm the 30th March kst^ at WaBhingtoH^ I 
engaged to «ake the management of an enterprise on 
the coast of Barbary^ which had for its object tli» 
recovery of our captive?* in Tripoli, and imposia^ 
terms of peace on the Regency, by bringing a rival 
and an army in the enemy^a rear, the President and 
kis caUnet council had formed sanguine hopes of 
its success. Hamet Bashaw, the elder brother and 
legitimate sovereign of the eniemy, having long since 
been gotten out of his exile at Tunis 1^ my man- 
jtgement, haxi placed himself at the head of an army 
of Arabs at Derne, and had ^ined some con$idera- 
bleadvantages in the field over the army of the usui^ 
er. He now offered, by letters to the President, 
to share the benefits of tlioise advantages with the 
United States, on condition of an effectual coopera^ 
tion with him on our part against the common ene- 
my, ^he prospect of success being then beyond a 
doabt^^ those overtures were accepted, and the Presr- 
deut^oncluded to send out to him, as he had asked, 
tho&ik supplies, on the score of a loan, some field ar- 
;tilaryi a thousand stands of arms, and forty thousand 
^ofllars. On my return to Washington, May 10th, 
, thfcse prospects were encouraged by. information of 
ottlier advantages gained by the troops of the friend- 
ly Bashaw. Two months were consumed while the 

luadroii were getting in readiness to take its depar- 
ire. These supplies were to have been taken on 
^oard at Hampton roads* as the Secretary of the na- 
fvy informed me. Mean time information arrived 
I that the Bashaw had retired to Alexandria/or want 
\ of supplies. On the first symptoms ofai-everse in 
his affairs, discohragement superceded resolution 
With our executive, and economy supplanted good 
faith and honesty. The auxiliary supplies, now 
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supposed to be in leadiness^ are withheld. Tlie 
President; becomes reserved. The Secretary of wajr 
Sieves we had better pay tribute. He said this to 
me in h|s own oiBce. Gallatin^ like a cowardly Jew^ 
shrinkA behind the counter. Mr. JVladison leave$ 
everg thing to the Secretary of the navy department. 
And I am ordered on the expedition by Secretary 
Smithy ^ho by tbe bye^ is as much of a gentleman 
and a soldier as his relation with administration will 
suffer, without any special instructions to regulate 
my conduct; without even a letter to the allytq 
whom I am directed ; without any thing whatever 
said to the comman^r in chief on the subject of 
supplies ; nothing but a general aud vague discre- 
tion concerning tlie cooperation, and nothing more to 
him of my agency in the affair ihan that, ^^ l^lr. Ea- 
ton is our agent for the several Barbary RegencieSy 
and will be extremely useful.''^ Thus tacitly refer- 
ring him to me in case the project jhould seem 
feasible. ^v 

Tbe cautious policy of the President, iiJ^tfiisiq. 
stance as in others, is calculated to evade r^l^ponsi- 
bility, as well as to secure to himself all the ^van- 
tages of a miracle : for, as I have before statafi^ he 
neither sends forward supplies, nor even make^any 
reply to the chief of whose friendship be is will" 
to profit. If, therefore, the cooperation fail of succ<^ 
be evades the imputation of having embarked i) 
speculative, theoretical, chimerical project. T| 
will fix on mc. Whereafj, if it succeed^^ the gloi 
of the enterprize will be all his own ; ai^ribed to iJ 
foresight and sagacity. A more embanassing Hiiw 
tion therefore than that in which this pusilauimoii 
conduct and sly jiolicy places me, canhai'dly be con^ 
ceived. I carry with me no evidence ^hatever^ 
from our government, of the sincerity of their inteii. 
tions towards the friendly Bashaw. He has oncc^ 
1>een disap|>ointed in the reliance he placed in the 
assurances I had given him ; because those . assir 
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^iieei^ thoaghrecdgtdzedbytlte \l^esideiit ^krottgli 
Mr. Madison^ were not supported by the Commind- 
€fr on whcoB the j^eeirtion of the measure was in- 
e<in^ent. 1 have no alternative but to p^ee my 
breast in this breach of confidence and good faith. 
This I am resolved to do, and, by exposing my tem- 
potol salvation, convince the ally and the world of a 
' emisistency and fidelity in ray country which,! 
myself am convinced^ does not exist with our admin- 
istration any further tlian considerations purely in- 
dividual render it convenient. In these resolutions, I 
am bound to Egypt. But what must be done when 
I get there will require the utmost ^orts of my ca- 
{^acity at expodient Some expectations are formed 
' by the people of the United States from this coali« 
tioB. Some confidence, I am persuaded, is placed 
by my friends in my zeal to render it advantageous 
and honorable to the nation ; and some reliance ou 
Aiy agency to give it shape and elect. These confi- 
dences shall not be disappointed. And though the 
adventure, for I now consider it as such, be as for- 
lorn, and, perhaps, as hazardous as any one ever ^ 
fitteccs^fuUy un^rtaken by an individual, I will car- 
ry it into execution or perish in the endeavor^ I am 
convinced that our capiSves cannot otherwise be re- 
leased without ransom ; and, as an individual, I 
, would rather yield my person to the danger of war 
i in almost any shape, than my pride to tite humilia- 
B imn oitreating yriih a wretched pirate forther^n- 
I som of men who are the rightful heirs of freedom^ 
But lest this expedition should fail of success, and 
iny intentions should consequently be distorted into 
a mt^*e matter of speculation, I have resolved not to 
accept any compensation for my* services, except a 
safficiency to cover my actaal expences. 

I can say therefore, as a Spartan Ambassador 
to the king of Persians Lieutenant, when asked 
'^ whether he came with a public commisslou or on 
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Msr &¥tn aoeodiit ?^-^^ If siieeMsfel^ fifr Mij^pf»blie»'; 
ifuosueeessftil^ fbr nHyself/^ \ 

I renmriy wUk great rewpecty 
Sir J Your Obeiient servantf 

WILLIAM BATON. 

Bbfu Thomas Dwight, 

Froh the Journal. 

July Zist, i8fPky At meridian^ tiiade Vko, one id 
the Western Islands or Azores* Wind* iiad beeft 
uniformly fair 18 days* 

Sunday^ Sid. WmA^ shifted a head. Btodd in 
near the islands. 

Saturday, S8fA. Gonstahk head t^inds. At M^- 
ridian^ the frigate Congress made a signal diseovisr*. 
fng Madeira. 

Surlday, 29th. Beating with ahead wiftd, emmm 
within 3 leagues of Fnnehal, the chief Town of Ma* 
deira. 

Sunday^ dugnst 5th. At 1-S Past H, made M^g. 
adore, on the eoast of Africa, bearing S. by £. wittM 
constantly a head. 

Sunday , ISfA. At 9/ A. M, Made cape Spartel, 
bearing S. £. six leagaes. It is remarkable Aat 
from leaving capp Henry, Jnly 5tb, till makitag the 
Wel^tern Islands, on the Slst, the winds wefe con. 
stantly strong and fair from the sonth west ; and 
{rom this date till making Cape Spartel on the lath 
August, they were as constantly strong and contrary, 
from the East, varying a few points northerly and 
southerly. That thte first 15 days we considwed 
our passage more than two thirds made ; but that 
the other third was gained with difficulty in 8^ days. 
During the whole passage the weather was extreme - 
Jy fine : not a day but a ship's barge would have 
lived at sea without danger. 

August iUh. The President and Constellation 
gpt utider way for Tripoli. Captains Rodgers anil 
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ilieMaroe«o CMst to wateh tiie movements of tlin 
SmlvBror. 

£^iu2iqf^ 4,9ith.Bi A* M. Within a league and a half 
of tbe islai^id of Atboratw — ^Winds ahead. 

SUiHi. Off CapeDe Gat^ becalmed. Bunk a qveen's 
ware plate over the strern> i&uspended to a bog linSr 
which was seen at the depth of o&e hundred and 
forty eight feet. 

Sl#<. Delivered my opinion to Commodore Barraa 
coneeming the apparent advantages of cooperating 
jwith Hamet Bashaw Against Tripoli : and the pro- 
bable disadvantages of acting witliout his coopera- 
tion. 

If this plan sneeeeds (which will certainly ]iav€ 
the full coincidenee of the Commodore) and a treaty 
ahonld follow, insert some clause favorable to the \ 
Danes and Swedes ; because the Consuji of the form^ \ 
er nation has befriended onr captives in Tripoli } 
a»d becanse the latter have been disappointed in the 
reliance they placed in our alliance with them in 
this wftr ; and because neither the one nor the other 
i^ our rival in the commerce of the Mediterranean. * 

ThnrsAdy^ August 2Sd. Hslf past 3^ P. M. latitude 
N. 8i degrees 30 minutes longitude W. t degrees 
4A mtimtes 19 seconds, 17 miles W. off cape De Gatt 
felt a vi<4ent ^hock of an earthquake, virhich lasted 
about 80 seconds. It had the exact resemblance of 
the shtp^s keel grazing hard upon a rock. We 
were at dinner in the cabin. The shock was gen. 
eral through the. ship : it was supposed she \va$ 
aground-^Consternation seized the board — all vaii 
on deck-^-the ship kept lier way and no appearance ^ 
ofrocks or shoals could be discovered. The Con- 
stellation^ whose Captain dined aboard of us^ we be* 
ing becalmed^ soon made signal to speak the Com- 
modore ; and coming up, reported she had struck a 
rock. On enquiry^ we found she felt the shock at 
the same instant it was felt in tlie President A 
^anisti mf rehaatman being at that time about orie 
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lea^e on the Cofnraodore'd lamfo^iiri bow^ a br^ez^e 
sprang up : we bore down and spoke - her : she bad 
felt the shocks and said it was very violent. About 
S o'clock we experienced another emotion in the ahip^ 
less violent^ bat more tremulous, than the first. 

Saturdayy 25ih. Off cape De Gat, a strong gale a- 
head ; felt a violent shock of an earthquake. 

Sunday, August 9&th. Made Cape Falcon, on 
the Barbary coast. 

Monday, Igjth. Made Gape Ivi, on the Baarbaiy 
eoast. 

Friday, 31st. £. wind, veered to the north ; and 
we laid our coyrse for Malta. It is remarkable tiiat 
since the Slst July, the day we made Pico, a space 
of forty one days, the wind has been constantly and 
directly ahead ; excepting about IS hours in 
entering and leaving Gibraltar, during which time 
we have beat to windward a distance of four hun- 
dred and fifty leagues. 

Sunday, Septe?nber Sd. 6, P. M. Made the isl- 
and of Sardinia. 

Bth. Arrived at Malta, ^arrantined : haiing 
spoke a Tunissian. 

6tk. Mr. O'Brien, under the stem, said he had 
been to Tripoli and Tunis, by authority. To the 
Bey of theiatter he had offered an annual' tribute of 
eight thousand dollars to comprondse for a frigate by 
him demanded of ^e United States. To the former 
one hundred and 'ten thousand dollars for ajieace 
and ransom of our captives. Terms rejected by 
both. * * * * * * * 

To Me. Smith, Secret aby of the Navy. 

Malta, Septemher dth, 1804. 
HAMET BASHAW is at Alexandria, 
in the friendship and protection of a Bey of Egypt ; 
waiting, as Mr. Pulis informs me,*for answers to hif» ' 
proposals offered to the government of the United 
States. The advantages calculated to result from 
a cooperation with him seem not to have diminished 
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ij^npfi^^peetfrMiugr oecurrenees whiekliEve imp- 
ed since those proposfids were made. The reign-^ 
li^g Bashaw persists in his demaiKd of a ransoia for 
capti^s. But the dis^ress^ which omst beoc- 
isioned by the mea^s he is (^Uged to use m sup- 
port of these preteutiom^ cannot but increase the 
discontentment of his subjects^ and ripen theni foi? 
fCTolt. For, such oCthem as subsist^ ardinarily, by 
croising or ji^ommeree, being barred those resources 
by ahan*assing blockade ; and such as depend on^ 
labor for subsistence^ being compelled to serve for his 
dfifence withoat.p&y^ will be very apt to seize an op- 
portunity to relieve themaelves from that disti^ss. 
fWhfim it offers^ on principles so consistent ,with their 
.proper allegiance and religion. Those subjects^ 
who were heretofore in the interest of the friendly 
Bashaw^ are still so/ Through these instruments^ 
I firmly believe^ the ^lemy may be taken from his 
sofa at the same install that our fellow citizens are 
rescued from chains. The only obstacles which 
seem to oppose the success of this measure are waut 
of supplies to put it into operation. These are not 
in the fleet; and the. Commodore is not decided 
wb^her any eonstructlcm of th& President's instruc- 
tions extends to a discretion of procuring and fur- 
^nishic^ them : he will probably es^^ss himself on 
tlas subject after having fixed on hi& plan of opera- 
tidns« 

Saturdoiff September i5th. Went on board the 
brig Argus for Malta^ at 8 o'clock. A, M. 

^Monday f i^thT At midn^ht arrived at Malta. 
Found the Constitution there. 

Saturday, S^. Sailed for Syracuse, Commo- 
dore Preble oh board. 

Monday, ^th. Arrived at Syracuse. The John 
Adams heie. 

Wednesday, 96fA. Took room at the house of 
George Dyson, Esq. navy agent of the United States ; 
a plalu, fraiiky up and down, hospitable Yorkshire- 
man. 
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* Tkuntdatfy tfth. ' Tbe FteriAwA, CoMMednt^ 
Barron^ arrived. Co\. Lear and Lady on board i 
The Commodore in ill %ealtti/ i 

Saturdajjf 2dth. Sat out for Messina by haoA^ i n 
eompany wiHi Commodore Pf6ble/Capt BMataf j; 
Mr. Morris^ the Commiodore's Purser, aad Mr. !R^ 
land Randolph, eondnetcKl fay LitreiKBo Abbatv^ m 
very attentive and intelligent SiclKan, lodged at a 
village called Lentina, near the lake of the* sane 
name. 

Sunday, September 90th. Took a tonr in boats 
npon the lake. A stagnant^siekly mrfaee eachafin^ 
a foetid atmosphere, very similar to that between 
the ruins of Carthage and the city of Tunis : sisd.to 
have been created hy an earthquake : covered with 
fowl, and full of ftsh, both of a wretebed qmtAUy. 
Arrived at Catania, foot of Monnt Etna, and toek 
lodgings at the tavern of Lorenzo Abbates, our guide, 
theonly tolerable public hpuse of entertainment in 
the place. 

Jnondayj October laf. Yisited the natnral and 
artificial curiosities of Catania. 

Wednesday y 3d, Sat off for Messina?, lodged at « 
village under the foot of the Munntain, 20 mfiles 
from Catania. 

Thursday^ 4^h Travelled twenty one miles and 
lodged at a village eighteen miles from Messina^ * 

October 5th. . Arrived at Messina, at 9, A. M. 
Found here the brig Argus and schooner Enterprise, 
which had come hi the day before. * 

Sunday f 7th. Tookdodgings with Jonathan Brad- 
bert, Esq. navy agent of the United States, a rich, 
intelligent, respectable British merchant, of plain 
manners and hospitable dispositions. ' Average div- 
idend of expence from Syracuse to Messina, dollars 
86,30. Gratifications — ^^e society only of our own 
party ; and there damped by a continued series of 
melancholy proofs how fatal to huaian happiness is 
the hypocricy of religious bigoti-y in the hands of a 
privileged priesthood. Every tiling is stamped 
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wMi vvetdiedMM ;^ ybiieb Mthiitg tknit of an w- . 
tive<«evoktioiioir ti^resttvrectkm can erase. Brj- 
4one is a giibediesa^iar'-''^^ descri^tioii. 

^njOajf, Ocf. ^th. J]^^d wl^h the Governor of 

^Thmr^iiiag^ i9th. Saikd from Messina. Commo* 
4ofe Preble and Capt. Uecatar passengers. 

FrUavy iQtA. S, Aw IMt. Arrived at Syraeuse. ' 

Monday^ SlU. Sailed |or Malta. 
. Tuefiay, SSif. g^ P*M* Arrived at Malta* / 

In pert^ the frigates IC^resident, Constitution^ John 
AdiflM : brig^ Ar^s^ n6w arrived^ mA Tixen, and 
•diMner Enfevpme. / Commodore Barron siek oii 

. JBriiaHf itith. At evening returned on board the 
President. 

/ Saturday, SF/th. At % A. M. the brig Argus sail- 
ed for the station off Tripoli. 

SwfiiMy, S6CA. Entered the Congress. ' 

Monday^ S9^A. Entered the Enterprise and Essext 

Oct. 3ist. Bailed the Essex* 

ThaTBi&y^ JWt?. S^. Sailed the President, Con- 
ftitutionvand Congcfess. ToiA in convoy a stm'e* 
ship for Sypaeuse. 

3rf. Arrived at Syracuse. 

4Ah. Commodora Banron shifted his flag on board 
the Essex, went himself on shoire in ad infirm state 
Of health, and the President Capt. Cox, eommand- 
(^, put to sea on a cruise. Fell in tvith the Qinu 
gress about three leagues from port, cruising along 
the coast. ^ 

Stlu. Returned into port; Found the Argus at- 
anchor ; having returned from the coast on account 
of the £imall pox breaking out ifi. her crew. Shii 
had been two diiys in port. 

J\rov. iQth. Ite^oved with baggage on board the 
Argus to prosecute the expedition to Egypt. AI>out 
this time Capt. Rodgers took command in the Gon- 
stilation. Capt. Decatur in the Congress. . 

35 ' - 
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JVifv. 14tft. Argus maled for Malta and Alexkn-^ 
dria. Left in port at Syracuse^ frigates^ Constito- 
tion^ Congress^ £sisex and John Adains : bri^ 
Sconi^. 

Gommodore Barron sick on shore. The frigate 
President gone off Tripoli to relieve the Constitu- 
tion. 

iSth. Arrived at Malta^ midnighi 

i7th. Sailed for Egypt. 
^ "^ JV*or. 25th. Arrived at Alexandria : lay off for a 
pilot. 

26th. Entered the old port. In porta Turkialt 
Admiral with one ship ojf the line and six frigates. 
The Argus saluted the Admiral's flag with 17 guns ; 
salute returned with 13. Samuel Briggs^ Esq. his 
Brittanic Majesty's Consul on board. 

2Tth. Argus s&lutedi the castle with 15 guns. Sa- 
lute retumed5 gun for ^un. 

Wiuted^on the Admiral, Governor^ and supervis- 
or of the revenue. Most, hospitably entertained. 

28th. Embarked for Graad Cairo by Rosetta. 
Lieut. Blake of the navy, Lieut. O'Bannon of the 
Marines^ Midshipmen Mann and Danislson, Mr* 
Farquhar and Seid SeCm^Alli, a drogoman^ and six 
servants. 

J^ov. 29th. Detained at Alexandria by contrary 
winds. 

30th. Sailed for Rosetta. At % P. M. anchored 
in Abukir Bay^ by reason of the day being far spent 
and the danger of passing tlie Boghase by night. 
Took the occasion of visiting the battle grounds of 
Sth andSlst of Mareh 1891^ yet covered M'ith human 
skeletons. 

Dec. i$t. Weighed anchor at S* A. M. at 1, P. M. 
entered the mouth of the Nile. At half past 2, was 
met by the English barge with the drogomau of the 
^Consulate at Rosetta about three miles from the city. 
• in the bar^e was Doctor JVIeudrici. At 3, arrived 
at the landing where we were met by Major Misset^ 
the British Resident at Grand Cairo^ who had taken 
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refuge Iiere fcoin the dangers which threatened Bu- 
ropetfas in consequence of the vrnt between the 
Turks and Mamelukes, which raged in that vicinv 
ty ; and were by him eonducted to Mr. Patroci^s, 
ibe Consular house. Fast of fiamadam begins. 

Dec. 2d. Impeded from proceeding for Giuro on 
account of a Skiak, religious chief, having siezed 
all the boats. 

ad. Engaged a boa^ (called marches) and laid in 
provision mr the passage. 

; 4ift. EmbarfcM for Cairo. Capt. Tincengo, Ma- 
jcar Misset^s Secretary, and Doctor Mendrici, joined 
miT party. Mr. Blake returned to Alexandria. 
Four servants with those gentlemen, now increased 
our ^k'ength to eighteen able bodied men well armed 
and provided. Wind coming ahead, came t6o near 
the village Deeby's west bank. ' ' 

Qth. Wind contrary, went ashore : inhabitants op- 
pressed and miserable. At 11, A. M. made sa^L 
The BriUsh flag displayed on Capt. Vincent's yes- 
Bel ; that of the tJnited States on ours. Dined in a 
garden near the village Fuor. Astonished the in- 
habitants by the accuracy of the rifle shot, having 
twice split an orange, in three shot, at the distance Ht 
SS yards. 

JOec. 6th. Went on shore at the village Sabour :: 
five hundred Albanian deserters, Arnout Turks, left 
this wretched village on the 4th, after having de- - 
istroyed every thing valuable or growing within and 
about it. The inhabitants apprised us of a camp of 
wild Arabs about four miles above, of which they 
manifested great fear. They prayed for the return 
<rf the English. It is the universal prayer of Egvpt. 

Sec. 7ih. At eleven, A. M. landed near a viUagis 
^n the east -side of the Nile. Villagers fled at our 
approach. On giving tokens of A*iendship some a(£' 
them advanced towards us : when told we were En- 
glish they flocked around with demonstrations of 
joy ; offered us their services, and raised loud ejacu- 
lations for our establishment in the country. At 6, 
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VM' arrived at the tow# ,9^ 9vXw i»\lkmi H 
Gjcaad Cairo. 3?y the ImpRa^c^t behavmt #f my 
yowig dregww, Alii, a^wl crfwy M*lt^e Wmo^ 
|jew}^ firing a muskeg we narrowly ^seapod tm Mf» 
aault from the Turks, who boarg^d m »Wf^ in 
hand ; but who were ap|ieaiied Vy ^pWfitipQ«. 

Saturday^ Dec ^th E^teored 6rw4 Oaji^o on 
horseback, accompanied by some Turkiah fiHieeimi^ 
distinctioii ; and followed by an innpmiarable fcqKde 
of people of all ages and se}^es,'^ri9mi to see Amer* 
icans! Capt. Yince^ts assigned u^ af^iii^e^ in 
the British minister^s^ hopsfb ^^ aiuiowGed us lo ik» 
Vice Roy b;|^ lett^ri: Poetqr MeA4rici wi^t^dcm 
}iis highness in pei^n, and informed him thivt m Az 
merican General accompanied by severibl youi^ gf^ft* 
tlemen dT t)ie ni^yy^ who visited Cairo dnrlip^ the 
winter suspence of Operations, to gratiJ^ efirioM^> 
had arriTed and wq^ld pay him th^ visit of inespect 
at such time a^ wey|4 ^^ agreeable. Thp Th^ lloy 
had already been .ji^prised of the arrival,t a^d had 
sent horae^ and atijeiicUnts to receive us on shorej 
and accompany us ^b Cairo* Yinit him tomorrow. 

Five o'clock, visit from ihe^ Vice l^y^ iiiibe]^[ii9& 
er^ IvelcQfning pur arrival ; offering hi^ civilMie%| 
and informing that tomorrow evening at iune o'elo^ 
he would receive our visit He aj^oint^ tl^e wei^ 
itig because, it being the fast of |lamadam, he ec^ld 
oner no rf^fre^hment by day. ^ * ,* ♦ 

JSec. 19f A. Visited the island i^hoda^ tb^^Kilom- 
^tei*, and the village Gizek ; all a pile of r|iuts« 
Palace of Murad Bey in complete ruins. 

ZOih. ^ isited ancient Cairo ; the retseiii and fti« 
fylum of the Virgin Mary and her son Jespf^w 

Passing the corn market^ the people there assem- 
bled^ shouted at our approach, and as w^ pa9s«^ 
raised loud acclamations and prayers for the e#ab- 
lisbo^nt of a government of round hats in the oou^- 
try. that the price oj bread might fall ; supposing 1^ 
to DC Englishmen. 
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]^f6Meded1x» tfae villi^ Da^rteen^ add were ad^ 
jiHted into the meque ^^tarraabee ; and to a view 
^f all ilia ladies of ihh rfllage* Omnm vincit ak- 
M5KV; • ■ -' ' ■■' 

..*'B«toTaedt;vi^V. 

l|»>^i?»t|^ 1^^ in the service a fierman en- 
gineer, late ^00€inel in the Tyrol battalions/ by 
lto.me Mu^Bj [alias Xidtensadrfer.] Advanced 
bimifiy d(d}ars. 

' A>£ ev^ng^ an exhiMtioil al^tiie Engliksh house cf 
iSM n^ete, laneing women. Haggard prostiiutesj 
dkigiii^l^ ebf^eene monsters, who exhibit savage na« 
tnri'in jestures of studied and practised depravity ; 
ft#iaetl»tig resenlMins the Spanish balario^ from 
irloehlihe latter probwly originated. 
: m^* Visited the mountain Catan and the deviVs 
eoffsehbni^. ' 

To Mr. Smith, Secrktarv of the Navt. 

* Grand Ckiiro^ December 13IA, I804f. 

• LETTERS of recommendation from 
^ir Alexander Ball, to his Brittanic Majesty's Con- 
sul at Alexandria and resident at Cairo have had the 
^fltect to i^ive seenrity, and perhaps I may add succea^ 
to this expedition. < 

^ OniheSOtfa u3t, we sailed ftpm Alexandria fei* 
Hosetta, ai^ arrived the day following. Found 
t^ere Major Misset^ the British Resident, who had 
left Cairo in eonsequence of the war which rages be- 
tween the Mamelukes and the Turks ; and whicii 
yoAders a residence here, at this moment, .both dan> 

Srous and disa^eeable ; for nothing can be more 
ctuating and capricious than the Government in 
tiiis country, except the dispoidtion of the slaves over 
whom it dominates. 

The attention of Major Misset, the resident, 
tliwgb it cannot exceed my gratitude, far exceeds 
any means I have of expressing iL Finding him a 
frank, open hearted, generous soldier, I unreservedly 
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Opened to liim tlic object of my voyage. He tooS 
every step^ which the nature or Im situatioii tFoul^ 
jastify^ to facilitate that object And^ to reader one 
passa^ oa the Nile and stay at Cairo safe and^-r 
greeable^ be directed his Secretary^ Capt YiiiceiitS) 
to ac<»mpaiiy us^ and to lodge us in the £bglish 
]i6use. 

I also fell in at Bosetta^ with Doctor M endjricii ol 
whom honorable mention is made in my Communis 
cations to Government lErom Tunis 9s the Bey's 
chief Physician, The Doctor was sent jont of that 
Begency about a year before UM^^^ind for reasons^ if 
not analogous^ equally cogent : myself Sfxi: waning 
dispositions con^cnia) to the inter^ of the Bey ; h^ 
for possessing m^ositions congenial to the interest 
©f the Bey's wife. He is here chief Physician to 
the y ice Koy^ Kourchek^ Ahmet Pacha^ and also t9 
tiie British commission. 

Having chartered a mfsrche, species of schooner 
peculiar to the river^ of about forty tons burthen, on 
the fourth instant we embarked for ti^s place ; our 
•length consistnig of Lieutenant O'Bannon of the 
Marine €orps, Midshipmen Steorge Man% and El| 
Daniekon^ fson in law of Gen. Eaton] Mr. Farque 
har^ ScUm a Janisary^ Alii, adrogomaii, wiUi six ser^* 
vants, all armed ; Capt. Vincents, and Dodor Men« 
drici, in another boat mounting two swivels, b^des 
muskets, pistols, and sabres, and abmit an equst) 
number of people : precautions necessary to resist 
the predatory attacks of the wild Arabs, who infesi 
the itver!s banks, and, during this general su^penee 
of justice, prey upon the defenseless ; as well t*s the 
outrage of the Albanitui Turkish soldiery, who, r^ 
strained by no discipline, ravage and murder indis* 
eriminately every where. The Bnglish and Amerr 
ican flags were displayed upon their respective ves^- 
sds. 

At 3 in Uie afternoon of the same day, without 
having obtained any certain intelligence concerning 
the oQeet in pursuit, we departed from Rosetta ; 
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Jiidledtnuiqaflly along the beautiftillHUkka of the 
Kile } and^ on the evenmg of the 7th; amved «t 
Biilac^ in front of Gairo^ without accident $ thougU 
we were at one time niider some apprehenBions from 
a' troop of wild Arabs^ which we 8aw fall ftiriously 
Upon a herd of camels^ buffillbe& and cattle, near the 
inllage Sabour, and drive several of them oiFuiltan- 
lioyed. The shrieks of the villagers demonstrated 
fheir consternation and anxiety, ivhile they offered 
Bpo resistance to these mounted marauders of the des- 
ert: and these, on the other hand, appeared to aim m 
mischief towards thepersons of their inactive bretb* 
iren of the plain. We had just returned om board^ 
from visiting the village ; the Arab camp Were with- 
in half a league ; but the fire we raised from our fowl- 
ing pieces upon the vast numbers of pigeons and oti^- 
er small fowl in its environs must have deterred them 
from attempting to examine our baggage. They 
however assailed and robbed several boats just kftet 
we had passeld; This same village was but the day 
before plundered by five hundred Albanians, who 
bad deserted from the Tiee Roy^s army (md taken 
their rciut to Damietta. Fortunate for us, perhaps,^ 
that they had not stayed a day longer; for it iis 
doubtful whether our appearance would have been 
formidable to their avarice ; or our resistance to theit 
force. I make thi6 digre<?sion to show the deplora- 
ble situation of the inhabitants of Egypt. Their 
prayer for the r^um of the English is universal ; 
and humanity prays with tbem. 

On the morning of the eighth, horses and attend- 
ants were sent from the palace to convey us to Cairo ; 
and at nine o'clock we entered the city, followed by 
a vast concourse of people of all ages and sexes 
whom curiosity or want had collected about us ;-but 
at that respectful distance peculiar to the people of 
the east towards strangers of distinction. We pass- 
ed as American Officers of the army aitd navy, 
whom curiosity had brought from JMlalta to Egypt 
during the winters suspense of operations* 
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Im raceivmg.ilBd K^i^Qg^ visito. Among 'etber'si .«. 
visit (tom Satt^ pafoee by the Vi^ Vkfy^n intcirprelati 
wekcmiiig<»lr arrivi^)^andfi%Di^^ itwoold 

beAgreeable to Im Hkhties^to i#att o* U9 dtt %edtell 
af aiMliemce ia th^ CitMel &t tfa^ Aavd kdnri of llie mg}A 
of tbeW^t da>|r. T1h» wtmstml Utmr was AaMd mi by 
teftson of th^ fast of llaoiflKljlMi^ijdhiriiig wMch to t^ 
iKHSfJimeBte caa be giveBt bf dii^; ^ 

, ^oan iiiiw I ein^|red jAh pr adent means t^ |ni 
&I motioA i^ i^al objediii of Iby visit hett. I f outoft 
tbe aecretc^ ^ Stale and two !^*iBoi^i»iioni of Haiai 
ei Birishaw oa tb6 spot ^ destioiii of evtiry fkiilg baft 
cfjsiirtneat ;> {oi> evea hi^e bad ahattdsmed mamz 
Frettt^ttl Itarmd that ftdif.8a«^«reigri^ after « 
seriel)^ vkiSiltudes-a&d disasters iiad">b^irednee4 
totbeiltemafive of jmoiftg the Maaiebil^i; aa[idi]iaft 
b« ^as aetaally with tfadm* in leiln^aiaiid of a fe# 
'l*ripalitans and the Arab auixtlisarfieii^ baM^ged uritM 
£lfi and the other Masnelnkes B^ys ini ikm village sf 
Hifimet in uppier Egypt ' ^ 

Xhoagh ^sd td hear that the Bashaw ^vaJ sttH 
ae^ve, andtiiat the Arabs were still attaehed to^liar 
kiterest^ the einbarmssnieiits whieh havefaiihailto ac4 
enmtilated to impede the execntmi of our plan vk^eria 
90W beightdned by the imposmbility of peapsonal 
aeeelis Jo him ; the diflenll j of coHtmaBieaHoii $ 
abd the iweertainty of obtaining the ¥ke Hoy's' 
^f*8mn for his departure^ in case of succeeding io 
detach him from the rebel armyy as the Mamdukes 
alee hete stiled. These obstacle^ ovcroome^ every 
thin^else seemed feasible^ 1 resolved therefore to 
ikhiw myself on the honor and hospitality of the 
l]*ariush sovereign of the country. 

At eight in tl^ evening of the ninths six Arabian 
imrses^ ridily caparisoned^ aad a numeroui; escort of 
attendants^ waited in the court yard of the Britisih 
house to conduct us to the palace. Gapt. Yincente 
and Doctor Mendrici accompanied us in their natiotu^ 
al uniform. The procession was pireeeded by an ih 
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Ittrfiitiiittm. clf fiambeaux and Ibrehfes : ^e streels for 
1^ diiiilance of a mile and a tmlf Were taiargined with 
sp^elteiors^ etirioirs to see l^e men tvio had come from 
|«e new wofld. Gfeai^ds, grooms atid i^eryatits were 
lttttiie|l^ to receive us at the gate of the dtadel 
The (^u¥bo8^ was paraded with frbops regularly 
i^wn up. The:ftights of stairs which lead to the 
^riuidsalooir were iianked with ycmng men superbly 
armed and in rich Turkish uniibrtn. The hall was 
Itnige and ^pleMid ; and the courts which attended 
the Vice Roy, surpasise^ in maghificenc^ eVery tMng 
I^lmre ever seien of the kind. His Highness, with 
a^ idlgnified anr of affability^ rose flrom a sofa of em- 
hromered purple and damask cushions ; a^d, taking 
iie by iSim hand, seated me next himself and the 
^effthsmen in company on the right and lef t^ 

Oofffe^ pipes and aherbet, were served in Arfental 
i^le. llie customai^f^ltitationi^ pasi^ed and repeat«^ 
eA: ' "^nestions on klHffertE^nt subjects asAced and an* 
#wered : newt of thd dfey concetning the Suropean 
War : enqoiries relative tb our nation ; situation and 
eSidmrt of our territory' ; date of * cmt independencii | 
fl»lions with whom we Wer6 at peace or war ; pi*^ 
ducttims and commerce of the country? fee. &c. 
At length, by a signal of hi!; h^nd, the Woort retired^ 
learing the Vice Roy arid his interpreter altine with 
tB8; He now observed that it seemed to him our visit 
to this country, at so critical a moment, must haW 
something more for its object than the mere gratiflca-' 
tjkm of curiosity. This opened Hie occasiou, which 
I*was di5terminedlo seek, of malong to him i can. 
did explanation of my business. 

I stated, in French, which he seemed well to un- 
derstand, but which was fbrmaHy translated into"^ 
l^urkish, a detail of our Intercourse and relation 
with Tripoli ; negociations of peace with Joseph 
Bashaw ; violation of his faith ; commencement of 
the war, and such events in its progress as honor did 
not dictate to conceal : then drew a flattering though 
just contrast between the habits of the Barbary Prin- 
S6 
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ces and those of other provinces of Uie Ottoman: ev- 
pire. He listened in^ith attention and evident gratift* 
cation. Varying a little the subject^ I touched upoft 
the aflSnity of principle between the Islam aiid A* 
ttierican religion- Both taught, the existence a^d 
. supremacy of one God : (let not Triune Gturistiaiu 
startle at the emphasis placed on (his numerical ad- 
jective ;. it is not meant to imply that unity may , not 
be composed of con^pregate nnmh^s io suit, any 
faith;) both enjoined. the upiversales^rcise of ^^• 
manity : and. both, forbade onuecessary bloodshed. 
He acknowledged these to be maxims of his.relig- 
ion. I declared that we sought i^ his province a le- 
gitimate sovereign of Tripoli j wjbo bad been treacli^ 
erously driven from his government and country ; in 
whose good, faith we could place reliance^ and 
whom we intended to restore to his throne ; and^ 
so doing, stamp conviction on i)xe • world that we dp 
not unsheath the sword for eooufucst «orfor spoaX^ 
but to vindicate our rights^;, and, that Wj^^were read|^ 
to seize any honorable mean to : prevent the furtk» 
eJ^sioDfi of blood ; and moire especially as we found 
tli^t, in prosecuting the war against the. faithle^ Jq^ 
seph, the seventy of our resentment fell rather upon 
tbe innocent ^eluded victims of hiii avarice and ny« 
pOQricy than upon the aggressor himself. 

He approved our resolution ; said he knew Ham- 
et Bashaw; had furnished him with supplies, for 
temporary purposes of subii^istencc ; but knew nq^t 
where he was at this moment. He assured us how^ 
ever, that, if within his influence^ iie would by all 
means aid the accomplishment t)f a measure so man* 
ifestly humane ; pbserving that his predecessor had 
promised auxiliaries to Hamet Bashaw, for this very 
purpose as soon sls the tranquiliiy of this country 
would admit. After a t^omen^'s reflection^ he added^ 
that, in case the Bashaw should have joined the 
Mamelukes, which was possible, it might change 
the dispositions he would otherwise make conceru- 
ing liim. 
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' ^ I replied tliatttn object of distress could not lie a^ 
"^^ligeet of resentment to an exalted mind ; and that it 
;itra$iJcioreHke God to pardon than to punish are- 
^ffenti^ enemy. By an inclination of his head, he 
^signifled assent ; and he promised to send couriers 
in search of Hamet' Bashaivr; wfiich he has done. 
^So have I : and, thi'otrgh the intervention of my 
^friend Doctor Mendrici, Who has great influence 
-^at court, and- of the Vice Roy's chief interpreter^ 
^whom we have gained, there is no doilbt of obtain- 
ing Ms'permissionfor the embarkation of the Bashaw 
ifiiiid his suit. The only embarrassment now is, how 
'hie will be abte to withdraw himself from the ca\ise of 
'^he Mamelukes without exciting suspicions of trea- 
Hson which might prove fataVto him. If lie can do 
this, we may think the most difficult part of our plan 
"accomplished ; fori have ike fulest assurance and 
as full conMence that through his influence we may 
4)ring any number of men on the back of Tripofi 
whJfeh may be deemed requisite to its entire success. 
And> this done, with our naval force in Iront^^gaU 
supplies will be efffectually cut off from the enemy. 
• Bee. iyth. Last evening, at an audience with 
liie Vice Roy, after reiproaching Hamet Bashaw, for 
taking part with the Mamelukes, he was prevailed 
upon to grant him a letter of amnesty, and permis-^ 
sion to him to pass the Turkish army and loave 
Egypt unmolested. It now remains to detach him 
;from the rebel Bey^s. * 

'Extracts | to Hex. John Cotton Smith. 

Grand Cairo, December 26th, 1804. 
CAN you expect me to say any thing of 
Egypt after Volney, andI)enou ? They have drawn 
from life ; and in nothing exagerated. Egypt's 
][ihysical appearance is the same ; and its political 
IS only changed, in that British regulars havfe suc- 
ceeded to French marauders^ and Turkish brigands 
i0 botk The domination of the country is now dis- 
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pvAed with these by ilie Maatelukes : aodthe dtSMfc 
Arabs^ like the' ravens and vultures ofoqr urildee. 
luess^ hanging on the rear of both armiiesi^ devmir ev- 
ery thine which is left defeucelesa ; Uie ^ouaeonMit 
wretchedness of the inhabitants is ineondeifwle : 
danger and despair stalk every where. 

'Egy^t must really seek a deliverer in a fore^ga 
conqueror. Here is however a singular traditioii a- 
mong the people that thk deliverance mi|«t be effiect* 
ed hy J^meltikeiS, another name for shms ; becajMe 
6od hath ordained^ that, sinee^ its salvation by Jo* 
seph, a MamelukC;^ the country most be saved by 
slaves ! They admit that Uie English rendered them 
much service by expelling the French ; ai^ pray fmr 
their retum to drive out the Turks : but Uira^ aU 
must be ascribed to J^aeph^^ spirit. 

Whatever events may take plaee to regulate iti 
.government, and ameliorate the situation of its in^ 
habitant^ ^%yp^ ^^^ Caxthace and Syracuse, will 
no more see its ancient splendfu*. It was the com- 
merce of India and the borders of the red sea> flow^ 
in^ through these plains, morethan inlrarent resource^ 
which gave wealth and gqindeur to anoieirt £§^t : 
these sources having feo^.new channels, weaUii 
and grandeur have flown with them. I can see 
nothing therefore on the xeldtrated Nile which tho 
Ohio, Mississippi, Altamaha, Savannah, and Ches- 
apeake, do not offer us : even her crocodiles and h» 
cajal would have nothing to boast side and aide by 
our allegators and catfish ; they are precisely th^ 
same ; and her half grown mice of geography can 
certainly be nothing more than abortions. But whefi 
I contrast the pure currents, healthful margins, and 
delightsome landipeapes of our Susqn^iannah, Del- 
aware, Hudson, aud Connecticut, with the muddj^ 
waters, miry or parched banks and eternal desarts 
of this river ; and the intelligence, freedom and felic- 
ity of the citizens there, with the stupid ignorance, 
I'lvited vassalage an4 hopeless miseiy of the pea,sapte 
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im^p^l dlmot^ kM»e ikB sensibility of mty in the ^nd 
wSeeHoa that I am a dtizenB of the United Statet^. 
> AnlMd temples^ pyran^ds^ and oatacombs^iaonii^ 
imnte^ftke gyp^cititioa^ pride and folly ^f theit 
fwndeis^ disgu^ my sigM ; for with tbeir magftifi^ 
^eaoe I cannot hut eengle the idoi^of the slaves wh# 
if^mt have groaaed under the 9p|^e»»?e folly o{ 
timv fabrication. 

VnivJiTZ Lbttob to CoHiioiMBB Pbkbi^. 

Mgifpt^ FrovmcBofBehem^ village of Bemanhaw^, 

' January SS#, l&OS* 
AFTER touching at Malta, the Argn^ 
fodL^ed at Al^&aqdiia <m the 26th NoVem^^i 
Year letter to Governor Ball ^^ddnced letteps of in* 
trodnetion from him to the JBritish resident at Cairo 
and Gonsid at Alexandria ; and tliose Gentlemeik 
have consequently rendered u^ every assfisttuie^ 
w^iich the iMUtnre of oqt affmrs and Iheir duty could 
foqnire and admit. At AleKandria it was intimated to 
me thai HametBai^tv was tK)itobe hAd without 
application to Elfi Bey> tp wlu^n he had attached 
himself, bothof whom w^ in upper Egypt, acting; 
li^th the Mameluke Bey's ^against the Ottoman Grm* 
emment^ and to whom accesa was barred by the 
Turkish army. 

Undet these discouraging cireumstances, and con- 
t^aty to the advice of every body on the sea coast, 
OB the 80th November I left Alexandria^ fw 
@hrand Gairo with thrcfe officers, Liutenant O^Baur 
mon, Mr. Mann, and Mr. Da^ielson, and a few men 
flropi the JE^g ; who, together with some others pe« 
eridted on the spot, and at Rosetta, made ai| escort 
qf eigfateeii. This precaution was necessary on acr 
count of the banks of the Nile being ii^fested by the 
wild Arabs <^ the desart and by straggling v^rrmtet 
deserti^*s frcMn the Grand Seigniors army : the former 
subsist by plunder ; the latter rbb and murder in- 
discriminately every defenceless being, whose ap- 
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Ee&ranc'e clenetes property : both move in bodies and 
avc renderefd themselves terrible throughout £gypl. 
On the 8th Dec. we arrived, without accident, at 
Grand Cairo. There I found the Btime Ministeir 
and one of the confidential Governors of Hamet 
Bashaw, who confirmed the intimations I i^ceived 
at Alexandria, that the Bashaw was actually with 
the Mameluke Beys and considered as an enemy to 
the govemment of this country. I had already dis^ 
patched to him seoret couriers from Atexandrm and 
llosetta, and now sent off a third and a fourth from 
&e capital. But I had not yet had audience witti 
the Yice Roy, and not knoilring his* accessible point, 
tite difficulty I apprehended of getting the Buhaw 
out of the country exceeded that of access to him ; 
for I found it impossible to do it privately, and to at* 
tempt it might not only defeat oar main object but en- 
danger our own personal safety^ Wherefwe, at mj 
filst interview, finding the Tice Boy a man of mitob 
more frankness and liberality than generally falls^ to 
Ae character of a Tufk, I unreservedly * opened to 
him the object of my visit to his country, and TOceiv- 
edhis proffer of friendly offices^ TWs <:feared a 
little my prospects while it created new ((Ibbarrass- 
ments ; for the interferance, or even the amnesty, of 
tfie Vice Roy, in behalf of Hamet Bashaw, might 
excite the jealousy of the Mameluke Beys, and have 
&e effect to bar his departure. But a new difficulty 
beset me which I little expected, and less from the* 
fttarter it came. The French Consul, a Piedmon- 
tese, at Alexandria, Mr. Drouette, had insinuated that 
we \y^ere British spies in American masks ; and that 
our pretext of friendship for Hamet Bashaw aimed 
at nbthing but an intercourse with the Mamelukes^ 
who are suspected of being in Britibh subsidy ; of 
course an insinuation as injurious as it was malign 
nant. I am yet totally at loss to account for this 
strange conduct of Mr. Drouette, as I am equally so 
at the indignity of our flag being refused, by that of 
th^ French throughout this country, those marks of 
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ciTilily ' never r^ii«ed to a foreign flag in ordinary 
ea#es^ and whieh we received from every other na* 
ti^ii represented here ; except that, informed of oar 
object, and pursuing the sttne line of conduct with 
his colleague at Tripoli, he thought hy these means 
to defeat that ohject I found means however, the 
inei^ns that move every thing in this quarter of the 
globe, to remove this difficulty ; and finally obtained 
the yice Roy's letter of amnesty and passport of 
safe conduct to Hamet Bashaw, which were diss 
patched to him on the 15th, in quadruplicates and by 
different eonveysvnces. I now patiently waited the 
ifiisue of measures thus fav pursued. Mean time I 
busied myself in finding out the Tripolitan emigrants 
ki this country ; their attachments to the rival broth>% 
ers and their feelings towards the Americans. Aa 
m^p^g these, one appeared who was only ninety days^ 
frojpi Tripoli ;. an Jsmaut Turk who had been in the 
service of Joseph Bashaw during, the blockade of 
l%st summer^ whom X had under particular examina-« 
tipn. Supposing himself conversing" with £nglisl^; 
nien, he was ve]:y unreserved in his confessions, an(| 
being decidedly in the interest of the enemy (he was 
ejuthusiastic in his cause though willing to di&penss 
with his honors) Us story deserves the more credit 
He said, " Tripoli had lost many men in the differ- 
ent attacks of the Jimericans last summer : the town 
was much damaged : am>d the inhabitants under such 
a state of eonsternoMon that^no body slept in the city^ 
mud that no husyness was done there. He confirmed 
the account of the fire ship. Infernal, bein^ blown up^ 
by Capt. Somers, after having been boarded by two, 
row gallies. Stating this fact the fellow wept. He 
observed that the war had been unfortunate to the^ 
cruizers. They had been led to believe ifaat the A^^ 
mericans were all merchantmen, and that they should|[ 
have nothing to do b^ut to go out and bring them in \ 
but they found them devils, from whom nothing was 
to be gained in war, and therefore he quitted the ser*' 
vice of- Joseph Bashaw. The Bashaw wa^s never*^ 
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tkelesd Aet^rmf ned not to imike peaefe With th^se^iik^ 
ildels until lie shall have humbled them and made . 
them pay for the damages they had done to his navy I 
and city. ^^ He acknowledged (hat Hamet Bashaw 
had many friends in Tripoli ; but stAAy Joseph Bash-- 
aw hoi taken care of him ! It is aseei-tained that the • 
fetter has employed assassins to poison the former. 
These undoubtedly have reported that they had exe- 
cuted their commission : and henee we account for . 
tte report of Hamet Bashaw's death. 

On the 8th instant, I received from the. Bashaw 
an answer to my letter from Cairo, d^ted the SSth^^ 
cf the month Ramadara^ correspcmding with the Sd 
January^ stating that he should that day depart for 
fliis province and take lodgings at the house of an 
Arab chief, bv name M^d^el gaTtr el te Kourchiy 
wher^ he should wait to meet me. But 9^ my letters 
fo him? dated after ttie Vice Roy'» ainiiesty, all ad- 
vised him to repair to the English house at Rosetta^ ; 
under the guarantee ef the Vice Aoy's passport,, and 
believing he ifiigfat push hid march thither, I left 
Cairo for that place on the 13th instant, and arrived' * 
fti three days. Nothing additional appearing there, '. 
i prbcecded to Alexandria on the igth. On the 
SOib^ received the Bashaw^s answer to my letter of , 
88th November, of tlie same tenor with that I re- 
ceived from him at Cairo. It appeared that not 
confiding in the Vice Roy's dispositions concerning , 
him, or perhaps not having received his letter of am- 
itcsty before leaving the Mameluke camp, the Bash- 
aw had determined to expect an interview at the 
place he had first named near the lake Fiaum, on the 
border of the desert, about one hundred an^l ninety 
miles from the sea coast. Nothing can be more in- 
credulous than a Turk of a Turk's honor ; 'and for 
a good reason : nothing can be more equivocal than 
Ijieir pliglited faith. 

Though travelling in the interior of this country 
has become unusually hazardous on account of the 
jfejalousy of the Turkish chief; of the reins given to 
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Ue^nliovsiiess by the barbarity ofcdvil war; and of 
the strong grounds the wild Arabs hold by reason of 
i^II restraint being i^elaxed on» the part of the Turks 
nxki Mamelukes who are too seriously occupied with 
each other ; I determined to attempt a passage to 
Fiaum. Accordingly^ on the SSd instant^ I left Alex- 
andria with two officers from the Argus^ Lieutenant 
Blake and Mr. Mann^ and an escort of 28 men in-^ 
di&rently mounted^ and on the evening of the S3d^ 
found myself arrested at the Turkish lines^ between 
seventy and eishty miles on my rout, by the Ker- 
ehief of Damarmoiir^ commanding a detachment .of a* 
bout live hundred Ottoman troops on the frontier. 
Ko argument I could devise could at all mollify the 
severity of his first resolution^ not to let me pass hU . 
lines J though in every thing else he treated us with 
distinction and great hospitality. However mortify- 
ing the confession^ I cannot but applaud tt^e correct 
military conduct of this chief ; for it was^ in itself^ a 
suspicious circumstance^ that a body of armed^ un- 
known foreigners^ should be found shaping a course 
for his enemy's rendesvous^ with xio otberpretext 
than to search for a Refugee Bashaw I JSat this 
siispiciouid circumstance was strengthened and aggra- 
vated by the insinuation gone out frpm the French 
Consul* that tee came into this country with secret 
views hostile to the Turks. Our situation here was 
somewhat perplexing, and vastly unpleasant. I do 
not recollect ever having found myself on a ground 
more critical. To the natural jealousy of a Turk 
this Gviueral added a fierce and savage temper ; of 
course proud and vain* Here was my point of ap- 
proach. I passed high compliments on the correct- 
ness of his military conduct and vigilance^ Said it 
was what I apprehended ; and what I certainly 
would have done myself in similar circumstances^ 
But knowing from character the magnanimity of his 
soul, I was determined to have an interview with 
bim, in full confidence that he would aid a measure 
so purely humane, and so manifestly favorable to ths 
87 
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Turkish interest iu Egypt, iu ease he could tfotpel^- 
ufit me to pursue my objecS^personally. At tl* 
^amc time, recurring to the example of the Vice Roy, 
-whose letter I ^ad showed him, and signifying thul 
I had it in charge to tender him a douceur in tes^ 
timony of our eXalted opinion of his name and merit r 
he was moved : said my confidence should not 6e 
disappointed ; and called into his tent a chief of the 
Aran tribes called OuadJlUis, a wandering hoisit' 
who liave froni time to time been driven or emigrated 
from the kingdom of Tripoli since the usurpation of 
Joseph Bashaw, to whom he stated mv business, anil 
asked if he could give any account of Hamet Bash- 
aw. The young chief, in an exlacy, exclaimed tha* 
he knew every things/ I requested him to declaim 
himself : for Ihad no secret m my relation with thit 
Bashaw. 

You have, Sir, already anticipated his story in the 
(Statement I have given of the Bashaw's actual posi- 
tion. He added that twenty thousand men, Barlifit- 
ry Arabs, were ready to march with him from this 
border to recover their native country and inheri- 
tance : repeated that Ac knew our plan ; and, now 
that he had seen me, he would pledge Jiis head to 
the Turkish General to bridg me Hamct Bashaw %i 
ten days. The Turk accordingly dispatched hite 
the next morning on this message. 

I could yet perceive some symptoms of suspicion 
and apprehension on the brow of my newly acqaired 
and military friend. Wherefore, without seeming to 
have liny other view than a solicitude to m^et the 
inan I sought, but really ^vith a view of removtiig 
his suspicions, I proposed to him to return to his 
head quarters, this village ; send off my "" escort to 
Alexandria ; and to wait myself, with only the G*eii- 
tlemen in company and our servants, until our Arab 
(fehief should return from Fiaum with the Bashaw. 
This proposal had its desired effe<*t. We left him 
and retired to a handsome pavillion prepared for lh« 
purptirs6 5 took refreshments he had ordered to be in 
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Mildlnessi ; aqid t]^e n^^t monaing returned^ with wpi 
a^diti^nal escort frc^ bis camp, to tlu8 place; 
wl^^e Wfi found handsoi»e, lodgings in Turkish 
(^e pr^p«f ed for us. 

^Thmi hv J. hm^ sketched an abstract «f my jo»r- 
fild4nGeM^epai*ted« Do you expect something of 
j^^pt ; its antiquities ; curiosities ; its wonders? 
Xqu^ ni^t he disappointed. . I am too much occupi- 
j^ .with modern affairs to ransack catacombs or 
ietimb pyr^midjs ; for the same reason I have not time 
^:gl^tify curiosity ; and as to wonders can only no- 
^MfC what I icannotjielp being impressed with, the 
monderful ignormcej wonderful stupidity y wonderful 
tgtanmf and, wonderful wretchedness which s^ 
s^i^QggJytmai'k the features of a coattky once the 
^lS^.<>f the world for science, wisdom, wholesome 
jppliee and rational happinesa. Here is matter for a 
¥olume. 1 can only devote, six lines to the subject* 
Not a man reads here ; yet none but thinks himself 
4iv]|i0ly tfipght. The Kerchief of M'hom I have 
«p)k& above, Jn a little excursion to gather contribU" 
jtio?t, J||^9 cut off between fifty and sixty peasant's 
4ie9^ds for no other crime tha.n poverty. And just 
without the easterly gate of this village a gallow!» is 
1I9W erecting to hang a child of twelve years, the 
jpridy «on of a chi^f of the village Rahmania^ because 
his father cannot pay the contribution levied on him^J! 
GOD J I thank th^e that my children O-re ^meti: 
cans! 

. JdHUory ^t^t.. Biftce J. b^an this Mter circum- 
jitaucep baye accumulated to rendtr our situation 
moi^e auW<»rd,. and I m^y wejl ^ay ridiculous^ 
The nei^t day after eijiteriing the hon$e, where we 
^quarter, a, n^Lrk^e \yas raided ijipon the terrace of a^ 
.i^jLjoiQing h^use, and a Tijirkijsh guai*d mounted t^re 
luiHleir pretext of fresh air* Armed Turks were stjnt 
Into the house tq remain with us, for the purpose of 
aecprnpanying us as a lifeguard in our walks : and 
a sentinel was placed at our door in the lower court 
to preveoit intruders, Thpugh these arrangements 
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''were vastly poHte 1 ^lioald h$ve feieett rety ^ 

to have di^p^sed with them. That ^mews bai 
fiot appeared so €hiMi8li,M Uiiiig of late ! let, by an- 
pearinpfraiik and easy with the Turkish geseml^ hub 
saspicions seem to have sohaided. I reeeiVe «]1 
these evidences ei yi^lance as marks of tM&ai&en' ; 
ihank him for his eivilities ; and assure him flMit I 
shall be eareful to make suitable mention of tfaew 
to the President^ my master. By this kind of adk'. 
lation yesterday I so much drew hkn horn his gUar^ 
that he opened his heart and unequivocally eon£BSi|. 
ed that^ ^^.ii^ the present conviQsiv^ state of this 
country the TuiHks ought to suspect every body, esk 
^cially the English : but tibey had peeuliiir tttm^mB 
for suspecting us/ as the French Conwl had d^eiar- 
ed us British spie^ /'? What does not thai s^ jctge 
merit for this wanton and base manner of exposing 
our lives to the infamy of a gibbet t J hojpe notrtd 
meet him at Alexandria. ; 

Feb. i6th^ at Alexaoiria. We airived with the 
Bashaw and Suit at the English cut between Abouli^ 
bay and lake Mceriotis, a week ago last Wednesday^ 
There we bad new difficulties to encounter. Th^ 
French Consul had been before hand ^f me m gain- 
ing the Admiral of this port nA Goverwr of (Jie ci- 
ty ; and ^hey, consequently^ came to a resoluticm mit 
iq permit the Bashaw to enter the dity^ nor to embark. 
Argumei^t was useless ; for we were too late m the 
application of it. 

The Bashaw had before ceme to a resolutiim to 
inarch by land to Derne and Bengasd : and yhe now 
moved round the lake to form h^ camp at Arab's 
^Tower^ about thirty miles west of the old pcMrt of 
Alexandria. In the mean time I stated to the Vice 
Boy the contempt his letter ot amnesty suffered from 
his subalterns in thk place. In consequence ^ 
which he addressed a finnan by a Chance to the 
Governor^ commanding immediate compliance wi4|| 
the intention of bis letter of amnesty^ and imposing 
^ ]gpie on him of twenty five thousand pkMstert. Thfis 
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«b^ «9f.'fiaal t^ttmpk in Sgypt ; ttiinigli I confess^ 
i eonhS kaw wished the Vice Bay's teisentment had 
1^ fallen so heavily on hk disobedient Goveinior. 
.1 do not think it prudent to advise the Bashaw to en* 
rter tiiie eity^ least vengeance should retaliate on fa|m 
, Mhs eimstiseniettit he has hl^gtit npoi^ his Turkish 
JbMther of ttris f4aee. W-e shall therefore take up 
our lineof mai^ch through the desart of -LyMa towardis 
Seriie neid Wednesday. 

Our party consists of five hundred men. One 

Innidred of whom are OhriistiaDS recruited on the spot^ 

^aild employed in our service. We shall make a 

^^nd at Bcftnba, and wail tlie rettim of Cant. Viv$l 

I0ftth snppUes and reinforcements to steize the prov- 

Miees of l)eme and ]^n^azi^ for which purpose he 

^k for the fetlded^vous my after tomorxbw. 

: Ret^ is a k^h from Tr^M ; sent up by the eilr 

©my with an envoy to prevent Hamet Bashaw being 

permitted to leave Egypt. But, not having wlt^ 

rliimibe only agent which carries all causes here, the 

^poor devil must go ?mck in season only to give 

JeaepH Bashaw imformation of th^ fate that awaits 

n]um. If our meas^i^s are supported lie must fly his 

ki^domordie. 

How ghnions wonW be fihe exMbition to see our 
£^low dHzens in captivity in Tripoli march in tri- 
ilmph Ihuaia dungeto to their Tyrant's palace^ and 
liifi^lay the flae of the United States. 
ika^e the honor to he, 
'/ mostti^pe^*1^Uy mi tci^ 

cordial attachment^ 
Dear Sir, 

your oWsed and obedient 8erv9,nt^ 
WILLIAM EATON. 
y Commodore'l^iSBiM. ' ' 
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To {jA^t, Isaac Hull, of the Ab/^ucu 

LAST evemng I reeeivedadnoelfofi 
Boetar Mendrid nt BcMsetta, that two of} BAm^ 
Buibaw's miiiiteKi hi^ Secretary of state and $kivt 
ernor of ^lice^ have arrived thither from Oraud Ga^ 
irp. I. dispatched the courier in retam and reguest- 
ed them to proeeed to Alexandria, and place then^ 
selves under your protection. Th^y wiU p^ihablj^ 
be on hoard of you Monday evening if. not e^ooper* 
j!ttr. O'Bannon will recoignize iheuL To day WjS 
expect the arrival of Hamet. Possibly he may his 
delayed a day or two longer. At all' events yon 
may expect us Wednesday ev^o^ w Thursday 
morning. Every thing is tranquil with us. ItK will 
hie so with you when the ^tnth of facts sha^ havie 
dispelled the mist of mis^presenlatioi^. 

/ ant, SiVf mmr ohedimt aervtrntf 
r Signed J WILLIAH BATON, 
Capt. Hull. 

To THE SAME. 

BemanhoWy Feb. ^^ 1805. 
Dear Sir^ 

BY express of the Sd, I stated to yon 
my arrangements concerning -the two Ministers of 
Ham^t JBashaw at Bosetta. 

Although i have not yet received, an answer. to 
my letter from this place by the Arab chiefs I am as- 
sured in positive terms by the Kerchief of this vH- 
lagethatan answer cannot be delayed more flmn 
two days longer. It would seem hardly possible 
that the Bashaw would loose this o]q[K»rtunity of an 
interview^ but should it so happen^ and my messen- 
ger returns without him^ I am entirely with you ifi 
opinion of the Brig's retcming wiUi you to ^e rendes- 
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vtmB. t have Atttieipated yoat ideas eoncemkiK the 
itnpropriety of the Baisliav^^s approaebing the Turk- 
ifth frontiers with a foree^ and have eiven instract- 
tkins to my messen^rto signify to him that he can 
adrance with his 9ttt^on/y/ which are not to consist 
^Hiore than eight men : aih not confident he will 
j^ldto these terms^ for it appears his jealousy and 
saspicidn, with those of his Turkish brethren are 
reciprocal. * * * « m^ at . 
8 o'clock P. M. I had just turned fliis period in 
answer to your last^ when a messenger fromHamet 
Bashaw entered my apartment, andy to convince me 
that he was not an impoater, he pot into my hands 
toy first letter to the Baslmw from Alexandria of 
90th November. This was a fortunate occurrence^ 
tiecauseit assured the Bashaw of our high respect 
for the Grand Seigni<^ ; and cautioned him against 
any steps which might go to compromit uur good in- 
tefllgence with that Sovereign : and it having an 
Arabac translation on4he back, I went witb it to the 
Kerchief, who by the bye, is a fierce savage Turk, 
but a good General, liiis at once did away all sus- 
picions/ He took me by the hand for the first time, 
complimented my candour, and invited me to ride 
out, and dine with him at his Gamp. This mes- 
senger was followed by several Arabs, who had 
kept in the back ground till they should know wheth- 
er they might enter with safety, accompanied by the 
'two Maltese, whom I dispatched'secretly from Gai- 
'ro. Okie of the Arabs is a sen'aut of the Basliaw, 
and accompanied him on his rout towards this place, 
As ftir as Fereue. He will be in Demanhour tomor- 
row, and Wednesday morning we shall set off for 
Alexandria. The Bashaw has only his suit with 
faim, consisting of about forty persons> which gives 
no uneasiness to the Kerchief ; on the Contrary be 
has voluntarily offered us an escort to. secure our 
passage to Alexandria, and will go out himself with 
tne tomoiTow to accompany our mend into Deman- 
hour. 
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ExTKACTS ; TO Mr* SuiTBf Sbc&etaey of tlie 

Navy. 

Mexwndria, February 13t&^ 1805. . 
W£ left Pemanhow last Thwrflday an^ 
axrived at the En^h Gut^ between Aboakir Bay 
mad lake Mc&rioti^ the day foUomne ; whei?e w4 
were arrested by a Tarkish Guards and forbid to en^ 
ter Uie City. Thi« comes from the French ConaoL 
He had been before me in gaining the Turkish Ad^ 
miral : (th^ is bat one way of access to these peo- 

81e :) wbo^ considering himself chiefly charged with 
le safety of the city and harbor, and not admittng 
thejttrisdictiohofthe Vice Boy to extend beyoM 
low water mark, absolutely refiised admmsi<»i iatfi 
the city to Hamet Bashaw, (Mr permission to im to 
embarK hiih at this place. The French Consul isp^ 
cuses himself for this intrigue, b^ saying his 9<cal fot 
the interest of flie Emperor, will justify his eondnct 
and save him from reproach* 

This goes in support of an opinion Commodore 
Preble had formed from his . intercourse with the 
French Consul of Tripoli, that ^^ the intervention of 
the Emperor in our behalf, covers a desi^ ; or that 
his agents on this coast have used an unwamintable 
discretion''. But this impediment does not stop onr 
progress. The Bashaw had alreaxly determined to 
take the desert of Xybia to Berne ; giving for his 
reason, which I think a sound one, that by taking 
shipping and separating himself from the Arabs, they 
would tose patience if not confidence a3so, and %« 
bandon his cause. He has . consequently moved 
round the lake ^ and ;will tomorrow take his station 
at Arab's Tour, thirty miles westward of the old 
post of Alexandria ; where I am to join him with a 
detachment from the city next Sunday, ahd proceed 
with him to Bomba at the head of five hundred men, 
and there take post Mean time Capt. Hull repairs 
to the rendestous for suitable tteinforcements and 
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H^qnM^iit> to Mmm M eistiMslittient at B«me and 
Bengazi. Those proTinees in our possession will 
eut dS fimn the enemy and tarn into ouir own ehan^ 
nel^ a source of provisions ; and iHll opm a frec^ 
inHat^oorse with the interior of the country. I kavd 
iNiquei^d of the Commodore for this purpose^ an 
Itandnd sttnds of arms^ with cartridges^ and two 
Aeld^iecei^ with trakis and ammunition ; and ' also a 
delaehment of one huiidred marines^ if necessary^ to 
lead a coup de main. I calculate the whole ex- 
I^MidMure'of cash in this expedition^ including ex- 
p&n^een of S^ypt^ will amount to twenty thousand 
w>llars. Further disbursments and supplies will he 
necessary to carty^his plan into final effect But^ 
to tndemmfy the United Btates^ I have entered into 
H eofivenlioii wi^ Hamet Bashaw to pledge the trib* 
«A;e #f Sweden^ Denmark and the Batavian Repub- 
lic, which convention^ I shall reduce to writings and 
fotihvard by tJapt. Hull if time permH ; otherwise by 
tte eairliost occasion. 

CONVENTION^ 

Hfitwnmi the United Sitateis of AM^ttitA, and his 
Mi^M&fBy Hamet Caramanly^ Bashaw of 
Tripou* 

ood is infikite* 

^ Article t^ Thete shall be a firm and perpetual 
peace^ and free intercourse, between the goverument 
of the United States of America and his Highness, 
Hamet Caramanly, Bashaw, the legitimate Sover* 
eign of the kingdom of Tripoli, and between the cit« 
izens of the one, and the subjects of the other. 
' Art. II. The government of tlie United States 
shall use their utmost exertions, so far as comports 
With their own honor, and interest, their subsisting 
treaties, and the acknowledged law of nations, to 
reestablish the said Hamet Bashaw iji the possessicm 
38 
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tf his sovenagaty of Tii^^ agami the {^ei^Muis 
of Joseph Basbaw, wbo obtained «aid sovereimty 
by treasoa; and who now holds it by nsurpaitom. 
And who is engagod in aeiaal war agauurt the Unita. 
ed Btates. 

^ Art. in. The United States shall, as ehreitm^ 
stances may require, in addition to the operatio&s 
they mre carrying on by sea, f umisfa to said Hamet 
Bashaw, on loan, supplies oi cash, ammunition and 
provisions ; and, if necessity, require, df^[m*kaiid&8 
of troops also, to aid, and give eftect 4o the operations 
of said Hamet Bashaw, I^ laid, against "^e cooiv 
mon enemy. 

. Art. IV. In consideration of which friendly <tf-r 
fices, once rendered ^BBctual, his Highness, Bamet 
Caramanly, Bashaw, engages, on his part, to rdkease 
to the Commlnder in chief of the ftnrces of the Unii^ 
ed States ilk the Mediterranean without ransom, all 
Ameriean prisoners who are, or may hereafter be, ia 
the hands of flie usurper, said Joseph Bashaw. 

Art. Y- In order to indemnify the United States 
against aU a xpence they hawe or shall incur in car- 
ryii^ into execution their engagements expressed in 
the second and third article of this conveatio% the 
said Hamet Bashaw transfers, and cousins, to the 
Ujlited States, the tribute, stipulated by the last 
tr^ties, of his Majesty the King of Denmark, his 
Majesty the King of Sweden, and the Batavian Re-. 
public, a.s the condition of peace with the Regency 
of Tripoli, until such time as said expenee shaU he 
reimljiursed. 

Art. YL In order to carry into full effect the 
stipulatien expressed in the preceding article, said^ 
Hamet Bashaw, pledges his faith and hoB[6r, faith-^ 
fully to observe, and fulfil, the .treaties now^ subsists 
ing between the Regency of Tripoli and their Maj- 
esties the Kings of Denmark and Sweden, and with 
the Batavian Republic. 

Art. YII. In consideration of the friendly dispo* 
lotions of his Miyesly the King of the two Sicilies 
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tmntis the Ameriean S^adtons^ )ri$ ;Htgbiiess Ham- 
et/iBadkawin'v^s his Mid Sieitian Majesty to reAew 
tileir aneleiit' ftiendsliip : and proffers him a peace 
0nihe feodiig of that' to be definatitely coneliideid 
with the United States of America^ in the ftilWs^ex^ 
I^B^^of its priyileges^ according to' the tenor'of'thife 
0Ottvetttibn. .# 

* AftT. - Vin, l!he better to gfve effect to thi*operi 
lUaDns to be carried 6n hy \mA, in 'the proseedtibn of 
the plan^aAd ttteflLttommetit of the bisect pointed ont 
by tins convention, WiiiLiAM Eaton, a citizen of 
the United States, now in Egypt, sbatl be recogniz- 
ed asC^eral and Commander in chief of the land 
forces, which are, or may be, called into iservice a* 
gainst the coQimdn enemy^ aiid his said Highness 
Mamet Bashaw, engages that his <^wii Subjects shall 
re^ipect, and obey him as such. 
V Art.' IX.* His Highness, said Hamet Bashaw, 
grants full amnestyy and petpetoal oblivion towards 
theconduct ofail-Sfuchof his subjects'^as may have . 
been seduoed,by the Usurper, to abandon his cause, 
and who are disposed^ to*retorn to tiieir projj^lr allc; 
glance. ''^ 

Art. X. In case of fdtnre war^ between ilie 
contracting parties, captives on each side shall be 
treated as prisoners of war, and not as slaves, and 
i9hall be entitled to reciprocal and equal exchange, 
man for man, and grade fw grade, and in no case, 
1^11 a ransom be demanded for prisoners of war, 
nor a tribute required, as tte conditioB of peace^ 
neither on the one part nor the other. AH prisoners 
oir both sides, shiUl be given up ^t the conclusion of 
peace. 

Abt. XI. The Ameriean Consular Flag in Trip- 
oli shall f<M«ver be a sacred asylum > to all persons 
vHio shall desire to take refuge under it, except for 
the crimes of trea^n and murder. 

Art. XII. In case of the faithful observance and 
f ultlment on the part of his Highness, said Hamet 
Bashaw, of the agreements and obligations herein 
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fltipuMed^ ike ml Coanwider ja ebief itf Hie ▲# 
B^erican forces in the Meditomneaiiy engages to leaiFe 
pai4 lUmet Basbaw^ in Uie peaeable posMseion €t 
. * the cU^ «p4 RegNiey of Tnpciif witlMifii disnomftt 

f )iiig its bettmeflu 

A»T. XPL AiQrardeleeaitidbletol^iiiilKidjmed 
in a 4l^aAi¥e tieafy of peue between the eoirtffte^ 
ing pprties^ which may ink be imppjn^ed in this wrn^ 
I feiition^ shall be reeiproealljr on th^ footing <^ tb« 

treaties si^fidsl|m^ n^AlPfts. 

Abt^ JULV. This conventiim shall be fnbpittied Iq 
the President of the United States for hi* latifiea^ 
tion: iu the mean tim^ there shall be A9 89i9p9Me ill 
lis operationS| 

Zmi^ at Jtkmniria wMfll^f FebruB'^ 
ry nsdj i806y and 9igne4M$0idJf(am^ 
(L. S.) etBadufWffwhimse^amw^e^farBi^ 
and bg William Eatok^. an thep^rt 
of m United States. 
^ WILLIAM BATON. 

(Arabic sy|*iMi^ar^ ami uAof Uamst^J 
Inmwneeqf 
P. N. O^Bannon^ lAeut. ofJliarine»y 
Da. Francisco Mvus^wj^, 

PASCAIf P-\OL| PkCJ^ 
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AMitioiuAJmidej secret. 

Hid Hi^iaes.« Hiittot Bashaw will use bis otaioil 
exettioiis to cfluse to sinrrend^ to the GamBlaiidBr in 
ishtof of ^he ABi^rieiiii fotees in tibe Mediterraneat^ 
Alie Uiwpper Joseph Bashawytiigetlier with hisfaiwOgf 
«&d chief admitol eaAkfd Manmd Rak^ AliUsy Peto^ 
JUak^ to be h^ by the Bevermnent^f the Umtf^ 
States ae hostagdis^ and as a koarantoe of the faiths 
Cot observance of the ^tboiatione entered mto by 
eonvention of the SSd Febmary 1800^ with tbil 
UMtod SMtttes^pi^o^ded thicpf de not eseabe hrfttght 

WILLIAM BATON* 
("iS^tabic wigmtm^ and setd of Hornet J 

P. N* O^Bankok, JAeut. ofMartneB^ 

Pascal PaoU Peck. 

iikoif THB Joi?r;kai.. ^ 

0I7B p#0viditts/ Wbii^ w^^e ettbarkiid' 
6nb€i.rdaN]leboattobetrafi8]^ikrted to^e Mat«- 
bont were arrested in the new port of Alexandria^- 
The Iked which defe^ the city were matinedv and 
cQedem given that n» one^ Aifitedean oflc^rs e^cce^d^ 
fltonld depart. The Bashaw's sorvimtts who were 
\msm^ town with sundry arUclea of b^^ge^ w^^fe 
artested aiid imprisoned. T'uwkish gnarais nod pa* 
tfoUs advanced towai^W the Bashaw's^ camp. He 
was alarmed, and with* his people^ was on the point 
of flying to the desert Tlie firm and decked tmir 
dncAof Mr. O^Bannofft prevented their ittovemcfnt 
We fonnd the impediments raised to ns w^e oeea^ 
aicmed by the influence of the supervisor of 1;|ie r6v. 
enue^ who had not yet been bongbi The day was^ 
spent in accommodating the affiur. The influence 
pf ibe !i%r)tisb Gpnsu) prevailed ; iin4 we obtained 
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the order of tbe Governor and (Usfft B^ for free 
passage. 

Sund(^, March Sd. Left Alexaadria^ oad joined 
Hamet Sashaw^ at the Marabout We had been 
Mveral days delayed by the deliiM{iieii^ of Bidbard 
faxquhar^ to wlmm I had intrtu^ed tfae^<»riiBigsai7^?a 
aiid qaiurtermaster's departsieiit^ and to whom f£i»t 
time to time I advanced a sum of SiBdO, whieh Jw 
chiefly embexzled or misappUed. ]|i .ee»seqpieTOe 
of which I dischai^d him; and was obliged to 
make myself tiie^ provisions for our passage tbougk 
the desert. 

March 4£L Messrs. Briggs^ Inrothers^ and Boetor 
Mendriei visited. camp. Witnessed the conventiott 
concluded with Hamet Bashaw^ on the 23d Febnm- 
ry. Liquidated the account of monies , they had ad- 
vanced for the service of the United l^aies^ «ttd tooK 
leave. Their whole amount of advances 816^500. 
Balance due them S 12^500. Paid by C^U Ebdi 
S4000. 

March 5th. Freif^d.a caravan of 100 camels^ 
as I supposed for the passage^ at S 11 per head. 
The Chiek il Taiib. raised fresh demands for cask ; 
^nd seemed determi«ed to iretradi the march until his 
pretensions were satisfied. Pacified him with ptdm-^ 

March &th Broke i;^ camp asid itaarcb^d to ArsJ^s 
tower^ forty miles ;fri»nAtexandiia^ leaving pwt 0C9 
<^^ i^^S^^ behind. This tower is xm iflamtmae- 
ro^n of regnlar fiwtifteation, (^jif freestone^ abpit 
three ^mdred feet squai'e^ the ^^^ls five f^t thiek 1 
ami thiity two high^ with bastMms at the anglies^ and * 
Irattlements pn the cortaii^i^ Jit ite vieinity arecatr - 
amm^bs and ^her excai^Uions in i]m. ridge of a Ireer . 
stone mountain updn which Mi stonds^ and whi^^ 
divides the sea shore from the Imrren plains in : the 
rear. From Alexandria to this port is a des^wti 
The tower is not Arabiain architecture hit Greek. 

March 7th. The rear of onr baggage came ^. 
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Miirch&h. AmngieAonr caravan and orgaBfeed 
otur fmrce ; which now consisted of nine Americans; 
inelodins Lieut O'Bannon and Mr. Peck^ a non^' 
oommtssioiied officer and six private marines ; & 
company of twenty five cannoniers^ commanded by 
Selim (5omb> and Lieut. Gonnant and Roco^ and a 
eampany of thirty eight Ghpeeks^ commanded by Capt. 
Lhco Ulovix and Lieut. Gonstantine. The Bashv 
flaw's snit consisted of about ninety men^ including? 
tiiose who came from Fiaume and those who joined 
laim since his arrival at Alexandria. These^ togeth- 
er ivith a party of Arab cavalry under the orders of 
the Gheikst7 T^iib^zni Mahamet^ and including the 
footmen and camel drivers, made our whole number 
about four hundred. Our caravan consisted of one 
timidred snd seven camels and a few asses. 

'Marched at 11^ A. M. fifteen miles. Gampedon 
an elevated bluff upon the sea board. Good water 
near the shore. 

March 9tL Remained in eamp^ some difficulties 
With the owners of the camels and Jiorses faired for 
the passage. They demanded advanced pay. It 
was not safe to do it. They became mutinous. 

March iOth. The camel drivers and footmen who 
fcdlowed the horses revolted and made a stand. 
The Ghiek il Taiib had insinuated a suspicion among 
them' that if they performed their services before be- 
ing paid^ the ^ristians would be apt to defraud 
them. Thb Bashaw seemed irresolute and dispond- 
ent. Money^ more money was the only stimulousr 
which could give motion to the camp. The fore- 
noon was consumed^ and no appearances of a dispo- 
sition to proceed ahead. I ordered the Christians 
under arms and feinted a countermarch ; threatening 
to abandon (be expedition and their J^shaw^ un)es!4 
the march in advance proceeded immediately. This 
prefect took effect ; the mutiny was suppresi^ed ; 
and we marched twelve miles. 

March a th. Marched twenty mites. 

March IStft. Marched twenty one milei^, . 
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Mofteh 18ti. Marcbed tweiiiy five inilefi. Hiese 
thareeida^ we kave passed low sandvalUea ami 
sQcky^ desert plains. Few vestages of rains except 
a castle fifty nules from Arab^s tow^r^ which has i^ 
the appeai^anee of Grecian architextiire. AbpotlS 
e'eloek^ P. M. this day^ a courier ntet IheSashaw^ 
ttfm Derne ; inSEHrmed him that the province was aim-^ 
ed in his defence^ and the Governor shut within the 
walls of his eastle^ (which we afterwards foandto 
he false.) In consequence of this good news feati 
of horsemanship and a fende joie were exhihifed'y 
fjkiai of the Bashaw, by his people. Our foot Arabi^ 
who were in the rear with the baggage^ hearing the 
firing, and apprehending that we were attacked bjr 
the wQd Arabs of the desert^ attempted to disarm and 
pat to death the Christians who escorted the caravan, 
xhey were prevented by sa Arab of some consider^ 
ation among them, who insisted that pradenee dic- 
tated they should suspend their execution ilHtlm 
cause of the firing should be known. At tMs camp- 
ing ^ooeid, oa the seaboard, are numerous wells of 
great depth cut through solid rock, and producing 
water Ota ptetiy good quality. A Kttte to the west- 
ward is a handsome bay about twenty miles deep 
aad Itft^n broad. 

Mofvck i4fth. Marched twenty six miles, bve* a 
barren rocky plain. Passed some vestages of am- 
dtent fctftifications : raised and encamped upon the 
dyt^^Ung ridge between Bgypt and Tripoli, near ^ 
ciatern of excellent water. The scite of the ridge a 
vast plain, barren of vegetation. 
' Mirch idik. Marched twenty five miles : camj^d 
in a ravine, at the heaul of which we found rain w>i.- 
ter, preserved in natural reservoirs excavated in the 
rocks by the cascades of water during the winter 
rains. 

The night was cold and rainy. A musket, bayo- 

, net, eartouch box, and cartridges, stolen by the A- 

rabs from the marine tent, and all our provisions of 

cheese froja the maga^ne^ We had heretofore ex- 
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March iOth. Bold, kigh windd from W. K. W. 
lieav^ thimdet and iucessant rain. Beoiained m 
eamp. At 3, I^. M. oar eanip iijiuudated; Moved 
to iugh AEOttad. At th^ foot of this ravine is. an e%* 
leasive bay qt the sea, 

^ JUhLrohifih Morning ^ainy* Ou^ Arabs refused 
to proceed farther without mone^. Reconciled 
them with promises. Marched twelve miles^i^ 
camped in a deep ravine : some sniall brash and 
jgfwa rain wai^« 

, Mftrch iSth. Marched fifteen miles id a castto 
l^alled by the Arabs Masroscah : an extensive plain 
iralley^ sttrrounded in the rear and flanks by a ston;^ 
desert^ and in , front i^y white sand drUts of great 
bei|^t^ which cuts the view fi^om the sea; In thb 
valley are four vestages of ancient fabrications, gar-^ 
dens, mansdon and pleasure houses, evidence c^ for- 
taier cultivatipn and improvement, o^ whicl)^ Ihe place 
is very susceptible ; though now all lies buried in 
ruins, except some miseraMe patchc^s of badly otitic 
vated wheat and barley^ B^re wa^ a Chiek, wito 
held tbe casUe, and a few Arab fons^lies m tents^ 
The modern castle is a square of about one hundred 
a4id fifty feet, built of rough stone, about eleven feet 
high, without bastions or battlemetits ; but with loop 
Jioles. It is the deposit of the produce aiid tuafflc m 
the place. . Cattle, sheep, goats, fdwls, butter in 
akins^ dates and milk; were found and oS^d for 
sale ^ hot very dear; 

I now learned, for the first time^ tliat ocdr earavaa 
was freighted by the Bashaw only to Hda place, and 
Uiatthe owners had received no part of ihek pay. 
No persuasion could prevail on them to proceed to 
Bomba, nor to wait our arrival thither for th^ pay. 
They alledged that they had fulfiled their engage* 
Moaeut with the Bashaw, and would now retturn ^ 
their families in Behara, for whose safety thttyMd 
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smoHs m^r^feiisieiis from the Ketchief of Jhrnuxu 
hour. The Chiek il Taiib favored their pretensions. 
^ I promised to procure the cash for their payment 
on condition that they would proceed two days far- 
ther, where we expected to find Arab tribes and hire 
another caravan. This they engaged to do. I re- 
duced my stock of cash to three vifcnitian sequins, 
ind^ with a hundred and forty dollars borrowed of 
the Christian officers and men, passed into the hands 
of the Bashaw, six hundred and seventy three dol- 
lars ; which sum, together with what he raised a-. 
mong his own people, enabled him to mbet the claims 
of t^se chiefs of the caravan. 

March i9th^ The Bashaw paid off. his caravan^ 
who promised to proceed two days march ahead. 
But, the same liigbt, all except forty of them drew, 
off for Egypt ; and the others refused to proceed^ 
leaving us in a perplexed and embarrassed situa- 
tion ; as it was impossible to movd without the cara* 
van, and uncertain whether we could procure them 
to start from this place. The Bashaw proposed de-. 
pointing ourba^;age in the castle and proceeding for- 
ward, to the camp of sundry tribes, who expected him^ ' 
two or three days march ahead. This I rejected ; 
lieing now destitute of cash, to proceed without pro- 
visions would be tlnrowiug too much on contingency.; 
■■ March JBOfft; Iiast night the rest of the camels left 
us, to retdm to Egypt. I now discovered a complot 
, between the Chiek.il Taiib and sundry other chiefs, 
at which jL thought the Bashaw connived, purporting 
a resohition to proceed no further until they should 
liave assaranee of the arrival of our vessels at Bom- 
b(i. A report had been started, said to be brought 
by a pilgrim on his way from Morocco to Mecca, 
thaf a foree consisting of eight hundred cavalry and 
numerous foot were on their march from Tripoli for 
the defence of Berne, and were actually passed Ben- 
gazi.- I thou^t this an argument that urged acceU 
eration raither than delay. A great denl of noise and 
some counsel were heard among the Bey's chiefs, iu 
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which I was not consalted/and a ftnal resolution 
taken that they would remaia on the spot till a nm« 
ner eonlclgo to Bomha and return. In eonseqaenee 
of which I ordered their rations stopped^ and resolv- 
ed myself to take possession of the castle and fortify 
myself there until I could get intelligence to our na* 
val detachment to come lo our relief^ when I would 
ta^e off our Christians and leave theip to take measures 
^r their own subsistence and safety. It was now 
t^welve o'clock at night. I left the. Arab chiefs in the 
Basfhaw's tent^ confased and embarrassed^ ^d re- 
tired to my own markee and reflections. 

We have marched a distance of two hundred 
miles^ through an inhospitable waste of world with- . 
Mt seeing the habitation of an^ animated being, or 
the tracks^ of man^ except where superstitkin faa9 
Biiarked her lonely steps over burning sands and 
rocky mountains^ whence the revelation of ofie of her 
most hypocritical fanatics trains her wretched vic- 
tims a tedious pilgrimage to pay their devotion at 
his shrine. j|But while we rwroach the impostor we 
cannot but ascribe some ^oa to the effect of the im- 
position-: it has here and there opened a water 
source to its votaries^ which now allays the thirst of 
pilgrims^ bound across this gloomy desert on pur- 
suits vastiy different from (hose which lead to 
Mecca ; the liberation of three hundred Amerieans 
from the chains of Barbarism, and a manly peace. 

March Sl^f. The position taken yesterday had 
its effect. Fifty camels were prevailed on to return 
to us, and to go on two days further. We marched 
at 11, A. M. and proceeded to an elevated stony 
plain barren, about 13 miles, where we found good 
cistern water. 

Mardi SSrf. Marched 12 1-2 miles. At 3, P. Mi 
arrived at an extensive inclined plain, bordering on 
the sea, called in Arabic Oak Icorar ke barre, a- 
midst camps of numerous Arabs, consisting of three 
tribes of the Eu ed alii race, supposed to amount to 
the number of 3 or 4,000 souls,, mchisively, cover- 
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lei^ a grouQji kk a detadted madMr ^ 1| or JW 
leagaes drMmferankee. Herd were yt^t her^ of 
eaiMlsy iMmes and cMtte^and iilmimeralbk ieelurif 
«li6^aiidgod(i. We w^es ilie tmt OliristiaM'avif 
i«ta by these lirild peo^le^ We were Viewad 1^ tiMtn 
«8 eitfiamties^ Tbey laughed st tlie ocUBty ofow 
dteie; gaeed ai (nU* pewW ame tritii asteftiali* 
meat : at the eame tine they ehsetved the gteataat 
deferenee ttwards sm^haf ut as bere anjr cUstisethrS 
vOBtkM 6t oflleb. They brlm^ as for tale etai^ 
fyn^llmr eaiq^ aibrdibdy ahd as rarities allured u^ 
young gazels and ostrktesi Bkii beifis destitate 41 
tash> we eoiild only esrettange our rice for tfafcir pr&d. 
nee. We fcAind dates bere^ whuA wen bron^ 
ire days joninoy from ihe interior of Afriea> of ais 
exteHetit quality. All omr grain (barky attdl^na) 
for tte horses ethamted. Dispaldled a coariar 
with letteri to G«^. HoUat Bomba. 

March fM. Gontimied in eamp. l^gMymy^M 
warriim joined iiie Bashaw : alla^ear attached to 
bimt but w6 want the rnesm to en^ag% &fit mk^ 
"riees. Cash^ we tnd, b tiie only deiiy m AMbs^ as 
wdlasTarks* Good fried fbr oitr faorseii : lahk l«a- 
ter in great abmidanse^iineserved ixt cavities of roeim 
worn by torrents of water deseendm^ ftoii tte higli 
grooods in onr rear. But onr provision k redaead 
to hard bread abdrico^ . From Akkindila to tlds 
place timers is not 4 living stream^ nor rivulet^ nor 
spring of water. 

JlaivrAMt&^Beinainedineattp. Freighted a cava* 
Van of 90 camels at B 11 per head>.to Bombs. 

March fidih. Forty sfeven tents of Ante joined Us 
with their fiimiliesai^moveabkli. In flds dOta«A« 
meutaveime hundred and fifty warriors on foot 
The Arabs of this place have iievw seeii bread. On 
first offering theni bisciiit^ they examined it carefni- 
ly ; and^ breaking it with their shepherds ekb or 
hatchet^ tasted it with symtoms of hesitatiim ; Aid- 
ing it j^atabk they sonadit every means to obtain it 
from a?^ They arepecidiarly md of rice« A wo- 
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I vttB^AmL bar dngbter i» my itttMipvetar lor a 
I #MSk «Cit : and ike ptV cnmseiited ta tke tmffio*. 
1 Sbewtoftiirc^l prtiporlMiiied^ hAndmrne hMMtla 
I «€iaHMit ti»rttc3i 411; foorteenytiiafs^ with mi 9itftm^ 
I flhuer hazel cjre, kiclkiiiig to blacky arohed «y&bMW% 
I Mrfeetteeth^atidlAp3iofiii9dforTO^ A 

1 Magaia wotild liave bean Maaladad if itiy cMMit 
M ' «owd haif«e been aaoa^dail ; pradeate fatbid it The 
I Arabs of &e desert aire geaaratly well bullt| are a6- 
ii^i thre^ bat timtd^ jiialdttf luid thievish. 
uf ! Masrek SAtA. A eoariet from Derae^ la ihe interest 
J of the Bashaw^ brings lateUI^Me ihai five huadred 
i ef Jesqih Bashaw's cavalry^ aeeottpaaied by^r«at 
j ntuabeis 0f Aribsy both horse ttnd fbot^ weire a few 
r .days namh ft«im thM plaee^ aad wdtild certaialb^ 
I arriT^ before it would be possible that we eoiild. 
i Tha alarm ei&cited by this iaformatioti arrested oitt> 
jnotiofis. Thfe Bashaw seeiaed to hesitate whethet 
I l^pofoeeed fhrther. The eaiael drives fled* with 
I Hieir einavaa : and there seemed to be a eombinatiiMI 
I JMMag the Bashaw's peMlr aad the Arabs of^Beha^ 
I : ra to nrturn to Fianm. l again suspended their ts;^ 
I iSkms ; foibtdditag any moi^ issues till the earavall 
I ahoald reli^a and the march pmoeed ahead. A 
eaatteH was held : despondeney sat in every eotinte- 
«mite. Aboat daven^ A. M . I learned that the Chi- 
ckil Taifl) bad f esblved to proceed no fSaMher antil 
I certain intelligence arrive en oar vessels being at 
Boitoba; I could not but reproach that chief with 
want of eonrage .and fidelUy. He had promised 
much and fhlftled nothing. I regretted having been 
made wcqnaiated v^ith hira $ and should be well sat- 
Js&ed if he Would put his menace in cxecntion of re. 
torning to Bgypt^ provided he would not interfere 
with ^ dispositions of other chiefs. He quit the 
camp in a nge^ swearing by all the force df his re< 
ligion to join as no more. The Basliaw wtold have 
^ent an ofteer to pacify and bring him back. I ob- 
jected. And he took himself off with a small dc* 
ta^hment of his tribe. 
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Murdi Xftk The GUek il Taii'u exeked an 
garrection among the Anbs of this place who Hi 
eagi^ad to juroMed vnik us ; drew ofl^ half ih 
nnaiber ; land^ patting himself at their head^ stai 
tot T&gypt The Buhaw sent a messengser to 
vngpii^ that I woald dispatch an oflmr to requesl 
hfan in my name to retnm. I answered that no con 
eideratioa whatever could preTsil cm me t9 ask' as 
fiftvor what I claimed as a right The services 01 
that chief were due to ns : we had paid for them, 
and he had pledged his fsith to render them wiiii fll. 
delky. It did not bdong to him^ at this period, to/ 
myake terms nor dictate measures : I shoald not de-! 
hase myself to propose an accommodation. The 
Basliaw was apprehwsive that he would torn his in- 
fluence aod teke a part against us. Let turn do it 
i lUce an ofen ememg better than a treMherous 
frifini. . Wm^ he ehm have taken thie ground H 
wUlf perhafSy dm me an opportjmUff to vunuk e- 
VOMtuMf, what I itould do amnimarimf the reeped 
Iked for hie ExceUeney did not prevent tf . ihrni 
a rifie and a eabre true to their, dietance. Cany the 
message to the chief. He was mad witkr^ge; and 
swore vengeance against the Bashaw, and his Chris- 
tian sovereigns, as he stiled us. I ordered a march. 
Wfi got i^wer way at half past 7, A. M. At . 10, a 
messenger came from the €hiek to ai^ufe us that he 
had taken up his march for Behara. 

Since he hoe taken that rout^ I have nothing fur^ 
ther with him but to take et^sfor the recovery of fid 
caeh an^ property he has fraudulently drawn from 
me* Coi^ued the march. At IS o'clock another 
messenger. ^^ Tbe Ohiek il Taiib will join if the 
camp halt seasonably/^ The Bashaw desired, and 
we halted at half past IS. About an hoar and half 
after, the Ghiek hove in sight with his party : soon 
after came up ; and, presenting himself at my mar- 
kee, with visible chagrin in his countenance, said, 
^^ you see the influence 1/ have among these people !'' 



Digitized* by VjOOQIC 



/ 



GESf. BATON. 911 

YeSjMi Iste ahathe disgramful uMyihiTrtake qf 
it. ^e gamed about ft^e miles to day. ' 

' March XSth. I perceived a manifest rehictanee in 
the Basksw to auvanee^ and evident calculations for 
a retrograde march. Joseph Bashaw's forces had 
seized on all his neirves. He now took from my of- 
ficers the horses he had given tbem fw the passage 

I tbrongh the desert, and gave them to some of his 

I jfootmen. Dreve off his Mahometans^ and stood baU 
aneing^ after the troops were di*awn up for the march. 

; 1 reproached him with indecision^ want of persever- 

'^ nfxcBy and of consistency in arrangement I demand- 
ed the horses for my officers. High wwds etisned.r 

[ I ordered the march in front. The Bashaw tetro- 
sraded. We proceeded in fisont with the* iTaggage. 
The Bashaw came up in about two honm f and, 
aaaking us some eompUments fer our firmness, said^ 
he was obliged to dissemble an> acquiescence in the 
wishes of his people to render them manageable. 
We proceeded IS and an half miles ta a castle 
Skemaea, and camped at oiie o'clock, P. M. In the 
evening, discovered that the Arabs who had joihed 
ua on the S5th, and who«^ as we expected were blow- 
ing us, had all taken up their march for ^he borders 
of Sgypt. The Cbiek il Taiib had discouraged and 
dissuaded them from pursuing the expedition. The 
!l%ishaw sentoff a 6ena*al o&er with sundry horse- 

^ men to bring them back by persuasion. 

Hamet Gurgies, thei^cerwho went for the A- 
rabs, did not return this day. 

March &9ih. Remained in camp, waiting - for 
Hamet Gurgies. At this castle, which is a rough 
stone wall, laid in clay mortar, about ten feet high^ 
without bastions, and one hundred feet squarey thert^ 
seems to be some trade with the inhabitanti? of the 
interior of Africa. We find here, caMe, sheep, 
butter, fowls, eggs, and dates^ but very dear ^ and 
for which we bartered rice at great disadvatitage. 
The situation is Enchanting ; vast plainer, capa1)lc of 
high cultivation ; good well water ; and s{>me en- 
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thing bears tln^ nuKiou« Mpf o| ^f nt^ftg^ wei4 w^ifi^ 
Alnmt fiMir> p. M. H*mfit <5tttr^ei wuw up wMb the 

Jlfmr(^ SOgt. M 9^ A- M. resmtied oar mwNdk 
9r»tli ^ Ghfi9fi«i9 «id beggaee^ leavJog the Bma^ 
gw to feltoir mtk im Anh^f wbi^ wet^ ittouiiM f6st 
the piit<|p«se. At^is imUi^ ft 4iipi:^ «ii[>se.b0tpeidl 
the Ohif k il TimUi hM Clhiak Midwofrt dme^^ 

'i)ie 4i9tnhiiitiw of Si»00$ wbj^hthe fomer hal 
nci^ftmi of the Baehim tobeioipdlgr^itfeflMted^Hk 

^gpiMci of whi^h he had. eoaeeiiled ;$ fL«A gr«w «o w&m 
thfiit MffJwnet swore hj$ ^ould |r^ie«e4 no Uii^MiL 
Three etiierOh^hs mA iEterem other eonsito^hte 
Aml)9 iMii pmti with him^ md jf^^mted. TK 
Bftshaw M ma cAdeavored to tseeoai^ the jfmp&uk 
Oh^ Mubawet persaitod in i^^oMtiag tl»e expe&tioDt; 
Mid wiih h«B mri^ moved rapidly tm The BasihasKi: 
kft them^ and hasttty pofwed «s^ in^ a view of air- 
ve^tiiig Qsr mari^, hatiog tent back flaiBUBt £N»*g^ 
Mid llf 4 otber oAcers t<i ^eav 9r to reeo^^ the nnd- 
OMteata^ We had gwied fifteen sulefl Ahe».d wIlm 
hie eame up with w at fiii'eloeJ^ F. ^. But it vmm 
Jikeeedsai^ to retrograde three miles to wati^^ and 
Ihere oamp. The expedition codld not preoe^ 
Witibwt those ehieff^ as they had many pec^e aai 
powerful influence with the Mu ed am tr3)e Beiafr 
librae^ 40 which th«y belong. 
Pitched our camp at J5, P. M. 
The Bashaw witii twelve horsemen and my inter- 
l^ter returned to the castle in hopes of reeondlkig 
(he Ghieks and of briogii]^ up theiir party* Thk 
wfll detain us t<miorrow* From Alexandria to th^ 
place^ we have experienced continual altercation% 
eimti^tions and delays among the Arabs. Th^ 
Jhave no sense ttf patriotism^ truth nor honor ; 9nd M 
attachmrat where they have no prospect of s^n, eaf- 
eept to their religion^ to which they are entbusiaaia^ 
Poverfy wakes them Ihieves; and practice rendots 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ilmce k timiedi from an olgeet on y^ hick they liav6 fix^ 

iNi* a dMiro^ it is no more to be found. Arms^ ammit- 

fiijl^eii aad provisions) ikosi engage theil^ inrtive spee* 

alatimis ; but sMdiy of pur people have been rob- 

Ibed ^ their cioftihs and other «rtie1ee«. With all 

4tieir deptavity of mwals they pessest a savage ind^ 

-^ndenee of seal^ an incorrigible obstiaaby to disci* 

jplkie,^ a saered adherence to the laws of hospitality^ 

^vA a seriipuloas pertinacity t$ their religbus faith 

said oeremonies. Day before yesterday I was adn^i- 

tesAf as a mark of special distinction, within the 

4«ralls of their castle^ Curiosity brought every Arab 

i^Ottt me who belonged to the tribe. They exam^^ 

ined the lace of my ha^ epaulettes> buttons^ spurt; 

and mounting of my arms. These tliey took to be 

all gold and silveir. They were astonished that 

God should permit people to possess such riches who 

^llowBd the religion 4)f the devil J 

My iaterpretev explained tiiat the . religion of tl^e 
' Americans was different from that of all other nations 
who wore iUt« ; (the ka$ and turban are distinguish^ 
ingmarks of Christian and Twrk :) fhat we bellev^ 
ed in God and respected all his revelations; that 
we tnadeno distinction in our respect to people of 
difiereat creeds ; all were free with us to worship &od 
as their consciences dictated; and that all honest men 
were equally respected in America. They could hard- 
ly comprehend this description of Christians miy where 
existed. He added that I was a good man, and a 

freat friend to Massulmen. They had bewd so. 
[amet ^shaw's people had told Ibem every thing; 
tliat I had done for them% They lamented that sp 
gpod a man should go to hell. While I continued an 
ii^del I must expect to be damned. I should esc^e 
hell and go to the paradise of Mahomet if I would 
only repeat one word after them^ JUlah Mlah Ma- 
hBmmed Bemllah^ which they i^epeatedly pronounc- 
ed, and desired; by the esteem they felt for me^ that %« 
1 Would repeat after them. .1 answered^., tlmtin A ' 
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Btmca^ we laade no aeconnt ot| a Teh^n whkh eon- 
sisted only in words. God had! promised ub a heavt 
en distinct from that of Fi^ipts and Mussulmen, 
where we should admit all goom men who shoald 
chooge to come over to ws, and bA^permitted ourselves 
at discfftion to make parties of \ pleasure into the 
paradise of Mahomet and the he&v|ba of the Papists. 
They doubted my Story. I told the»n I had assur- 
ances myself of being well received ai»4 eiviUy trea 
ed by those opposite f rophets^ as I had very man 
friends amons the followers of both. They smile 
at this idea ; but confessed they should be very gla 
to see me in their paradise ; though they douote 
.whether Mahomet would permit me to come therJB^ 
even on a visit^ unless I confessed bim and beeaioe 
a trjfte believer. 

A good Christian would have given me the saine 
admonition. How frail is human reason ! How ab- 
surd is the pride of bigotry J Xet how happy are 
these ignorant Arabs in their faith and intolerance I 
A desert their patrimony; a wretched hut their 
dwelling 5 a blanket their bed and wardrobe; a 
a wooden bowl and spoon their furniture ; and 
milk and roots their food. Like the patriarchs o£ old^ 
they ^' Seek a country.'^ Their hope is in heaveu. 
Of arriving there they have the faith of \ssurance,^ 
They are contented. 

The climate of the desert is pure and healthfnl. 
Though placed under an arid sun^ it has a constant 
refreshing sea breeze by day and land breeze by 
night. No frosts^ and no storms : gentle ;*aiDs only 
during the winter months^ and sometimes wind and 
thunder^ but not immoderate. 

MtXL seem not to sicken here ; and only die by 
the easy and tranquil declension of age. They con- 
sider seventy to eighty years the usual term of life ; 
but I have seen men and women who count upwards 
of an hundred^ and such very ccHumon. They are 
free from chronic diseases. Even opthalmy, wliicli 
seems contagious in Egypt and Barbary^ effects no- 
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iM^y h^re : and the plague is oat known anmmg 
them.. 

Mff3tch Zist. Remained in camp. Tery mny day^ 
wi& ihonder ami wind; the sujccee^g evening 
chiUy. The Bashaw absent. 

Afril ist. Chiek il^aiib put himself at the head 
tf4ve Shieks^ three ef whom were of the caravan^ 
and presented himself at my maikeeto demand an 
juigmentationctfthe ration. I refused. Hemraac- 
ed. Ireproaehed him as the cause cif all our delays 
in the marchy and with a total failure of all his en- 
sagcwents with me. fie had engaged me four 
hundred mounted Arabs of his tribe at the Maraboul 
and. to bring me to JBomha in fburteen days. His 
whole number of ^inen consisted of but twenty eight f 
we had now been twentj^'flve days in gaining half 
9tir distance : ttud^ instead of encouraging our pro* 
gress^ he was on all occasions throwing obstacles in 
cmr way. fie reerimiiiated the Basbaw and other 
Chiekd. I thought the Bashiw and Chieks be accus-r 
ed better men tha^ himself ; and would not hear 
tibiem calummiaited. He ^believed me partial. I said 
to lum J if he had experienced any evidence of my 
miurtialW it was in his favcnr until after his hypocrisy 
nel^rayed ^elf. It was tr^^e I now held him in na 
consideration^.for I oould* place m> f^^ance in a^ 
thing he said or undertook. He seemed very indif- 
fenent about tte opinion I <entartained of bim^ pro- 
vMed he eonld bfaiahi his obyecit. fie tautioned me 
against persisting in the 4*c%olution I had token not 
to augment the ration 4 it would unavcndably pro- 
duce an insurrection. The other Chieks and caravan 
would leave me« As for himself/he could not^sub- 
sist on rice alone ; he wo^dd hive bread also. I askr 
ed him if he thought to compel the measuse? fie 
said^ with ameimcing tone^ ^^fiemember you ave in a 
desert^ a»rf a country not your ownJ^ lam a greater 
man here than either you or the^ Bashaw. I retort^ 
ed : I have found you at the bead of every commo- 
tiion which has happened since we left Alexandria^ 
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Jm ut lOie te4li8itar of 4kB ^etkmk 
chiefs. I«aTe my tept ! bntmaik ; if lind a warn 
tJBQr n cMip4oriiig tte nVflflnee c^ ilie JBttriunr, I 
wiU:p«i jwiQ iMtaat doalli ja tlw feawnter i»fiit.¥ 
He kft the tent ; mwnted hi* bone ;. aiid^ wiA 
tw0i>ther,6U#k8, took bimielf .«B1 Th* Bedunr^^ 
HMM^Ur '(IrtMufw) ha4 bom «d)ed iiri» my tevt ^ 
tiieeiitnuiDeiofttoCiiiekilTmSb. Hah«ltNii» 
ioMm to paeify^he other dfieft^ iut to «giq^ 
tewaUaiWrttiUiheretanoflJbe Bathnr. N 
ID o'clock and so neiFs of kirn* So'dbck^ P. M. 
Ckiek ilTaiib ntofiied. EnteiiNl into the tonl 
ngr oflkeni : fogrottad ihut ke had Umt mf 
dMee : appFebiimted that oamo Mcvet miomykad ini 
tinoatod unlliivofablo impcamoofl agftiaat bim: wm 
dovoM to fAQ • wnnid ereir akandoa the Bashaw to 
Wlow me ; and beOBed Mjt* Fafiqp^r >«iid Ped( 
to nM tbeu- inftmoieeior a-Eeeoneilicticm. 

Vivtf P, M. He came to my toi^ : professi^ eto»» 
nal obligation and altaekment : w^d aeek aiwy 
ooeasion to ^to pmofe qf ii; and beeped that an x^ 
p^rtonity W011I4 <rfEer to him at Derne to eon?itiM 
me that bo was a man i 

I nq^Ued Uiat I reqnired nothing of him by wmj 
ofieeonoiliationbiittrntti^ fidriiiy to the Bashaw^ 
paeifie fondaet amimg the ttlher chiefs^ aniimu^ 
imd peiwTemnM in this cMdnot 
. Theae* be piomiind by an oath ; and offisred me 
]|ii hond. 6 /clock, P. M. The Baafaaw notteiMi. 
tA : apprehensive that be bee -suffered hipnedf to 
fall into a «nareofbiebix>ther. The ^ly ba#be« 
yalny, blowing, and chilly. 

Viilted tho Atab camp, Their young men^ 
young women, and children are perfec^y well made, 
and tibongb copper colored^ are handsome. Notw 
aaw teeth sp nnivemally eooM and wUte,. erra and 
fiell set. The women do not veil : have notliitig of 
the affected reserve and bigoted pride of the TuwifM ; 

fet in their ^eral deportment modest and basfafol* 
took 4iMw in thf^ tout of them pri|icipal€hiek: one 
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4oH4i ^wivis mmA thwi in m «i^ matamv ^^ 
oBMMd <^ted with tke ¥igit. I «0«i{rtiiMtited her 
ctoga iit ^oportikm and symmetry. Bm Miited> mtA 
"Ma tiiera w«r6 iiiQch Jiandsemer youag WMmiifi* 
MHp 41i»m hei^eW: I 4dcibted It. T^ ^^ tt« 
pmmty m^Atj flue ^irts and yomg nwiied wohn^ 
9Ka« htviteCl in.' I -atfafeAtied they Wen^y yerjr hilvi- 
4MMne^ b«teil]ldif6t give m» Illy ti^to^si ' 
r^JpriiMd. So'eloefc^P. M. The Bashaw vetuned, 
«0DOmf»airied %y ^e Ghieks Mahatnet and othtH!^ 
whobepairatedthMMieltes from ^s on tlie 80th ult. 
WfaMi he bad o^eMAlcen on tibdr #outein the {hNivi. 
ilMeirfBehftM^ tw* ^hours marMi«a8twiii>d ctf the cM« 
ile Massamth^ Ihe greund of oUr efteamfunent frem 
the ISA td Ms* nMmo^ a distance of ttty nhte 
Mii^s. He rode all night 0|f liie 8tst> and soeeee^- « 
Ifigday tnannneomfoptable Mlof ndn and ii^lly 
vfinAsy and 4nbi4sted his pkrty dttrine the ^xpediti^tt 
mok milk *ttnd date¥ whieh were oeeanonally iHrooght 
lite by >the deifteit Arabs. 

At 7 in <he evehing a me^^ing of the Bashaw and 
all ttie Gfafeks aA my tent, f exhorted them^ as <m ^ 
othear instances of disagreement^ to nnioii and perse- 
▼eranee, as the only means of insuring sueeess to the 
important «ntei^rise in whidh they were engaged: 
to whieh they ^ve pledges of faith ami honor ; and 
orders were aceordingly ^ven to resume the Mne <rf 
■mreh at reveffieebeatitig tomorrow. We have now ^ 
batwe^^ si9t and seten hundred fighting men on the 
nonnd^ ei^ehisi^o 'Of followers of -ftie eamp and . 
Bedoein families^ who idi^nsiTely make a body of 
about twelve hundred people. 

•April 9d. Marched at six, A. M. advanced only 
ten miles in front, when the Arabs pitched their 
eamp and insistc^d on remaining here until they could 
Mod a caravan five drjrs march into the interior of 
the desert to a place called Seewauk to procure 
dates. We were in a valley upon the i^entre of a 
vast elevated plain, and have excellent dstem wa* 
tef^ 1 urged the march a head. The Arabs posi< 
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iively ref used to i^roceed** They were short . of prof * 
visions^ aad had no other resort. J said those .wauls . 
would be supplied at Bomba. They repUedtha;t> 
this depended on contingency ; we could not conou . 
mandthe sea. I tbrealeoed to taJ^e off the Christ- » 
ians. . They intreated I would halt till the next 
morning. To this I consented^ on condition tlmi 
they would soleviiily promise to throw no moreini^. 
pediments in the way of our. progress to l^mba, and 
that they would hereafter yield implicit obedience to^. 
my orders ; thieatening at the same time to embarkr 
with the Bashaw and suit at that place^ and proceed 
directly to Tripoli^ leaving them to contend for th^ 
provinces of Derne and jBengazi alone in case of 
any infraction of these conditions* They pledged them* . 
^selves ; and we encamped. Their caravan went 
offfor Seewauky tojoin us a^ain at Bomba. The 
Arabs say that at that place is a fountain^ or lake oC 
fresh water^ of three leagues circumfereni^e^ which 
supplies a considerable territory of goi^d land by. 
fimul rivulets descending from the mountains. It 
does not appear that this lake has any. issue to the, 
sea: but the truth of its existence is jsuppprted hy. 
the excellent dates brought thence to the castles on 
the sea board for sale ; a fruit only found on low^. 
WciU watered ground. 

This afternoon a marriage was celebrated in tiie 
Arab camp. Two camels were dressed with a spe- 
cies of canopy^ resembling a covered waggon^ or 
hackney coach^ traverse^ covered with a species of 
c^rpetin^ fabricated of camels hair^ in imitation ofthat 
of Smyrna, supported by arches of wood like hoops^ 
i^id ornamented with finer cloths of various color- 
ings. The first ceremonies bad already passed wh(m 
the procession was announced tous by volliesof mus*, 
ketry. The bride and groom were closely, but sep- 
arately, shut up in these carriages, attended by sun- 
dry elderly women, and all the adult unmanried girls 
of the camp on foot, and all the warriors mounted. 
7he women had their places near the camels, chant* 
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ing « rayage kind of epiihalamiam ; tlie joeln jper* 
fbmihig feats of horsemansliip^ and an incessant feu 
' iejoie. In this manner tliey took a cirenit quite a- 
roand their own encampment^ and thea proceeded to 
oars^ and made the same circuit. After which the 
procession returned to two tents detached a few rodis 
m the rear of their line of tents^ where the camel 
which carried the bride was driven seven times round \ 1 

the tent assigned for her by the singing women. f I 

The animal was now made to kneel^ the door of the 
caj^'iage opened, and the bride precipitated headfirst 
into the teht^ where she was surrounded by chiefs 
and fnatrons^ with some young women^ who repeated ^ > 

a short prayer or benediction^ when all retired^ Icav- I * 

ing' the bride with only her attendants. I had the f 

curiosity, together with the gentlemen of the expedi- 
tion, to fall into the procession. We were treated 
with marks of peculiar distinction ; and great exer- 
tions were taken to give us a place near the carriag* 
.es. During the procession the camels were fre- r; 

qaently halted^ and dances were performed by young t'l 

men and girls^ exhibiting the most lascivious ges- ■; { 

tares. After the ceremonies were over it was signi- ^ 

lied to me that a present would be expected on the 
occasion. I asked a chief who would be the proper 
person to receive it ? He pointed out a middle aged 
wbman^whom I observed to have been very offi- 
ciou9 during the ceremony of marriage, and whom I 
supposed to be the mother of the bride, to whom I 
presented two half rupees of two dollars each: and 
invited an old man of about fifty five, who, I took no- 
tice, seemed deeply concerned in the affair, and 
whom I supposed to be the father of one of the mar* 
ried couple, to accompany me to my tent, and order- 
ed him a small present of extra provisions- He wa» 
followed by sundry other Arabs of distihcltion. Be-- 
ing seated in the tent, conversation turned to the mar- 
riage ceremony, which led to questions of the par* 
entage and ages of the married pair : when, wlnit 
was my surprise to find the o14 raam to whom we had 
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•diilffled^ttrimililwii^tol^ tbt |bhmhM» 
tMrido a girl 6ft* tlnrteQn yeass^ Md tile di^ii» »ut^ 
41e i^i^woiiHt^ l¥h^m Itook to he tiie moAc^^ m^ 
Acrfiber Wife 4)1 tbm newly wua4e4 dataid. It a^pcw- 
ed tibit the old man was a Gliiek ; hit neW Imdeua 
daughter of a family of tiie fiaaieiaid^ wfana he had 
hoe^i of the pareats^ aeeooiiiig to evstom^ befocie 
»amage« We were iidd that the: bride muatr yet w* - 
««in three daye ia the haadi of natroas befweeon- 
oomtnatiM. 

JLfvit 4ith. Mwehed at 6^ A. M. Halted* at fouJjr 
flfieraooji. GMaed eigUaea milee. '^ This da^ Gafrfc^ 
Selem Comb chaged dowa a wUd eat with hm gioey 
hooad : Imgfat two feet ; leaglh from ^rtremitieo 
tmfyeti color- sable, brindl^ abooi the body; 
blaek ears aad am^ a»d dark bisodted tail : it wta 
cooked^ aad it eat very well. An Arabia sdoa afier^ 
brought me a couple of bar yxMiiig ; biitr ^ley ware 
not md<enoagh to be raised* 

At this campii)^ ground are two remarkable well% 
between ninety ive aad a hundred feet daej^ sank 
throi^ solid rock, except about (our leet at the sar^ 
face. The surrom^ing plains are a bed of auirls and 
sand ; and have uaequivocal evidence of ancient 
enltivaiioa. Vast mins of masonry scaitered in.4if*. 
ferent directians : the snperstroctures totally, e&ced 
by time. 

Jijml 5A. Marched i^ miles : caonped sBvea 
leagues distant fnnn the sea board* Here is a re*, 
markable ancient castle of hevm stone, and n^larly 
built, one hundred and eiglity feet square, the walls 
eighteen high and five thick, with basticms at each 
angle, and battlements oti the curtain constructed for 
archers* In the centre ia a well, deseending to an 
imm^ise cistern, cut in solid rock, extending to aa-^ 
other well without the walls, a distance of one hund- 
red and tt^ienty feet This vast cistern must have 
been supplied by rain water conveyed into it from 
the terraces of buildings, as its depth is bat about 
tliirty feet, and the depth of the only well of water 
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idfheVidMt^isonelrandred attd fifty V tht Watl^f 

crf^VMeh is sulphurouft and salfai^. The eisterk is 

dif^; ' Armirid the cartle are many wins of ancient 

btrlMiiIgs^ of apparefctW excellent tiiatsonrjr ; thc> 

e^nireht of wWch reliembTes exactly that iii ^e ftiinid 

I of Carthage. Time in tfaany places has ^ondilined 

f flki fri&estone df the wnXU^ leaving the cetnent ^er- 

^ JFe*tly enttre, and honey cbiiibed. 

flcattisred among these rains are numerotis graves 
of pilgrims with Tdrkish and Arabic inscriptions of 
t Modern dite, expressive of little else than an ejacu- 
i Ifttion; The surrounding country, as far as eye can 
■ kenf, exhibits Htfle more tfian a barifen desert, seein- 
ifegiy never to have Been cultivated, yet evety where 
htt^rsj^ersed with ruins of masonry . One of my for- 
e%iifoAcersr found h^e,and presented me, two copper 
emns with Gt-cek inscriptions but so effaced as not 
id be intelligible. On the ^^st of this port is a 
ffiotintain of great height, forming a steep bluff on its 
east erh abutment, extending in a circular direction 
south eafet^rlj^ tis far as the eye can pursue it. The 
Arabs tell me this mountain preserves the same ap- 
pearance quite to the province of Fiaume, and is 
called in their language Jtuk bet Sdautn. Its site 
is a Vast plain, rocky and barren, gradually inclined 
\to the westward. Ocrr guides fix this port one 
hundred and fifty miles from Derne. 
' ilptil^fh. Last night a party of wijd Arabs fetolc 
into the vicinity of our camp and took off nine of the 
Bashaw's hoi-ses. A detachment was sent this mo^n-. 
ing in search of them which i*etumed at twelve and 
reported that they fell upon the ttack of fifty horses, 
supposed to be mounted by the thieves, wliich shaped 
a rapid, course towards the interior of the desert. 
The ilctachment was reinforced and returned dn the 
pOi'suit. 

Thia morning died the saddle beast of one of my 

servants. 18 o^dock at noon. After six hours 

march came to a well seventy feet deep, below which 

alai^e cistfern of bad water, foetid and saline. Our 

41 
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hordes had Qot^raakdi^ring fw^^ tw^ ^^im^^. aod 
the i^ple with niacH difficulty pr^euf^d a littib To- 
ry uauseoas water fr^ tlie dete|) )v:eU iiear iJie eaa^ 
tie last Biglit. Evary body ftf^^M^ aaar the urell, 
the horses and people crouduig upon ^ach other im 
drink. In the, stroggje the horse c^il^y other sejnmit 
was forced backw^ds from the crpud^ andy tli^ 

Sroand descending to,.^he weU^ flipped and weni 
own, with two chmki^ and pecished pa the. &1L 
.Continued our march 17 milesj^ ]bitt ajdvaneed vwf 
little in fronts having kept uij^er th^ «ide of tfett 
mountain to gain the seaboard. Halted at 3^ P. M. 
within four mileft of the sea shore- I walked witb Iflx. 
Farquhar and a servant io. the wateir side. A v^iy 
iiandsome bay formed by the mpuntain which e^c-f 
tends into the sea a league and an half^ and termin- 
ates in a high cape. The Arabs call 1^ port S^Uu* 
urn : it is marked on the French citourt Cape I^icos 

They say it is remarkable for having been a abeV 
ter for the Maltese cruisers. Ninety miles fi'^n Sk>Bi^ 
ba by calculation. We find no water tMs vk^iL 

Jlpril ^fh. Marched at 6^ A. M« as^nded thae 
infountaiD^ and marched on Its sumis^it, eightcuDn miles 
in front. At four afternoon halted in a valley^ wMne 
we found excellefit feed for our hontes^ but no wat»v 

April 8th. Marched at 6^ A. M. Descended tba 
western declivity of the mountain. At nine called 
a halt near a cisterri of excellent lain wator^ eat-^ 
cavated in a solid rock, at the bottom of a deep ra- 
vine, by the torrents of water apd stnallstones wbidi 
rush down the mountain by this avenue during the 
rainy season. This was a precious repast to our 
thirsty pilgrims. I went with a small party to sur- 
vey the seacoast and reconnoitre the country, intend- 
ing to pursue tlie march as soon as the army^hQuld 
have refreshed themselves. But, during my ab^ 
sence, the Bashaw ordered the camps pitched. On 
my return I demanded his reason for so doing. H^^ 
answered that the exhausted situation of the troops 
and people re^juired at least one day's repose. I dis- 
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e^cmd however tbat Ms teal iutenftion wa9 to Temiiin 
oB^tiiid grotsnd QBtil a opurier shouM retura^ whic}^ 
be wagabdntlo dispatch to Bomba in ^uest of o«ir* 
wssels; We hftd only six days' rations of rice ) no 
hfrad nor meat and no^ small rations. I urged ibis 
<^fettteslance as an itnpulsive reason Why the mareh 
fglMMild continue. He said the Arab chiefs were re-" 
sdltredto proceed nh farther till the camp shall have 
nfiemHed themselves hy a little repose. X' told hinji 
if they preferred famine to fatigue they might bave 
*he choice ; arid ojrdered their rations stopped. The 
day pa^ed eOtifiisedly among them. At 3^ P. M. 
the Bashaw, compelled by his Arab host, struck' 
Ms tent, ordered his baggage packed, tiiounted, and 
took up a march for Fiaume by the mountain. I 
Wailed without emotion the result of this movement ; 
na^ ehnsing to betray a cbncern for ourselves. Dis-" 
oovering however an intention in the Arabs to sei^e 
oar provisions, I beat to arms. My Christians 
lormfed a line in firont of the magazine tent. Each 
]Mrty held an opposite position tlie space of an hour. 
The Bashaw prevailed on the Arabs to return ; they 
disiftotfnted ; and he pitched his tent. Supposing 
the tniiiuU tra^i^ilised, I ordered the troops to pass 
the mannal exercise, according to mir daily practice. 
In an«ittstant the Arabs took an iklarm ; remounted, 
and exclaimed, ^^ the Christian^ are preparing to 
fire on us !^' The Bashaw mounted and put liimsetf 
attheir head, apparently impressed' with the same 
apprehension: A body of Jibout two hundred advanp- 
ed in fall charge upon our people, who stood their 
ground motiontess. The enemy withdrew at as mall 
distance, singled out the officers, and, with deliber- 
ate aim, cried— ^re/ Some of the Bashaw^s officers, 
exclaimed, *^ for God^s sake do not fire ! The Christ- 
ians are our friends.*^ Mr. (yBannon, Mr. Peck, 
and" young ' Farquhar, stood firmly by me, Selem 
Aga, (Capt. of Oanotfiers,) his . Lieutenants ^nd the 
two week offlfei^, remained steadfast at their post^. 
The others were agitated, and in fact abandoned qs. 
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against giving etiu^ieiianee ta & dsfiperato act* At 
^mice a eolump of iii|»i|;et% mere Mm^ at mj 
breast, The Baabaw was dis^^ted, A nniytmtJ 
damnr ^nwned Biy voife. 1 wa^v^d my htmd m^ 
simaA for aUmtton. At this eritkal wiMimit smu 
of tlie Bashaw^s officers and randry Arab c^itff mdi 
between ua with dvawn sabres and repelled the MiU 
neers. I reproadusd the Ba^w foi Ma raahnMs 
or rather weakness. His Casnadar t^ked him if he 
was in his senses* The Bashaw struck him witl 
his naked sabre. The fracas had nearly teavind 
its rs^Be, when I took the Bashaw by the i^m ; led 
him mnn the croud, and asked him if h^ Ifmw hk 
own interests and his M^nds 1 He rdentod : called 
me his friend and protector $ »i||K|^^he was too aqw 
heated^ and followed me to niy toili^ giving ordeii 
at the same time to his Arabs to di8pl||[^» Afteia 
moment^s breath, he said if I wonld gitk ord^s to 
ifsue rice it would quiet every thing. Tbil I w<m\i 
not do on any other condition than his|yjp^^ ^* 
march tomorrow morning at reveUlee bcumP^ ^ 
promised, and provisions were issued. CkmKp^^ 
of obligation and psofessioniB of attachment w%9^ 4 
peatedas usual on thepartof tlie Bi^s^aw andlj^i 
ficers; and the camp a^n resumed its tranq]w4 
The firm and decide conduct of Mr. O^BanmmTf 1 
All other occasions, did much to det^ the violVl 
of the savages by whom we were surrouB|dacl| 
well as to support our own dignity of charaJ 
After the affsir w^s over the Bashaw embraced J 
withaii enthusiasm of respect, calling him ti^ ^ 
dmericaui The Chevalier Davies, my aid de cJ 
acted a part which I would rather attribute tl 
amiablf^ disposition than to weakness of nerve. J 
I)oc|;or behaved decidedly like a coward, ail 
base one. Mr. Farquhar conducted with mM 
firmi^ss. One of the Arabs, during the agitJI 
sn^^ped a pistol at Us fa^es^t. |Iafipi^ U #1 
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Jte : to&tt bfilm AthfttMTlae'tbefoe ^mSik mutt proba- 
Idy buve buewie genenl ind tbe mmU ^caimis. . - 
.< We find H«l«it»t imilomMD to iQis^pire tbeae wiM 
I|^b4» wiih e0i^deiic# io ii9> or to perB^ncle tb^ 
thiii^ b<i^ ObmH»i$f we etm be otbftrwk^ fbfun «»ft*< 
enles to JMht^uHnea. Wehave adifilf^iiU \m^t^ 
teMngi 

' . ^pgilQftii. Marebadai^'belf pMtft^ A* M. Advum^. 
ad ten wMw taa^ h»Hfi4 at a water dsterri. Ooed' 
feed far ^r faoriefi, IjLere are cmisidaraUe aneieat 
ruins of houses and partition walis^ but almost entire- 
ly «ffaeed» 

• In ibis eist^^ ure found two dead mea ; probab^ 
pilgrims nmrdered by tbe ilmbs. We were obiiged 
m^vertbefess to use tbe water. 

^lipnl iOth. Mambed ten miles, * and at twelve 

o'e'toi^ eamped in a beautiful yaAley between twa 

^ lidgesof des«ftiio69itaiii of ealearious roek and flint 

sta&e ; upon on^ol wbicb we found an excellent eis* 

' ton ^rainwater; ami in tbe valley, good f^ed far 

fHir borsas. 

Tbe d^nebttebt joined as wUbb went off the 
aixtb $ bHt wiiiboi^ i^co^erk^ tbe horses or overtak* 
log the thieves. Natbii^biit rieeand water for 
a«£«i}stei0e and that at half rations. No intelligence 
from Bamba by the emrter dispatehed tbiUaer/ 

An idea has been insinmated kito the miml of tbe 
Basbaw thai wa aim only to nse him for tbe purpose 
af obtaining a peaee with his brother, and that tbe 
manner is indiffereat with ua. 

He gives plaee to this apprebensiott becanso h^ 
has twice been deceived by Christian jmit^vB ; cmd 
be^HW^ i^e English have decet^^ E^ Bay^ asiie 
^ays. And he permits himself so far to be carmd 
away by the phantom, as to f^av Jeast \ye should give 
bita up to the enemy. 

Three o'eloek, P. M- A general eouneil of war, 
Aa i^surmonnteble reto^tanee on the part of tha 
Atiabs and^ome of the. Bashaw's people to. proceed 
further witbput Mitelligenee of our vessel^^ induced 
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ue to agi^w to hilt and wait inr intdOigeiMe^ afl» 
two dayg more mMtth in fmat. The Bfushaw fears 
desei'tions in case of apppoaehii^ Deroe witiioot^^. 
viaioos. We hai^e only three days half ratioM .of 
riee^ and no otb^^uppMes what^er : and, what ffaa^ 
d«rs Mr eitoation truly ahurming^ we can set no is. 
formation of any vessels having appeared off the^ 
coast ; as we now plainly perceive their arrival a^ 
lone will prevent a revolt amoni; our Arabs^ vtb& 
will undoulrtedly tdce any side wUch will give tfacai 
the best fare. 

Seven o'clock, F. M. An officer cane to my t^it 
a0d infwmed me that mutiny was organist in tiie 
company of canoniers, and that they were abont ta 
embody and demand their full ration Gt provisions* 
before this tent. I told hisl to endeavor by gentle 
means to suppress the mutiny ; and, if he found' 
ftis method impossible, to caution them on pain^ 
death, not to appear in a^rms to BMike any resN^n- 
strances mtk me. At the «ame time seirt for the 
issuing commissary to be inforaied of the eiiact quan^* 
tity of rice on hand« I mentioned Ae disaoeeable 
sitoaticmof affairs to no one but Mr. CFB»inon. 
B^ore any thing serious took place, aJbont half paai 
seven in the evening, the courier which hod been 
dispatched to Bomha arrived with intdligenee of mtr 
vessels being off that^ilace and Dome. In an in- 
stant the face of every thing changed from pensive 
gloom to enthusiastie gladness. Notfa^ more heard 
of the mutiny. The Arabs resumed confidence^ 
And ti^ Bashaw promii^<d to force the residue of 
our march to Bomba. 

Nine in the evening. The Bashaw aMacked by 
spasms and vomiting ; ccmtinued the greater part 
of the night. 

dpril iith. Marched at 6, A. M. gained fi\'e milen 
a head, and camped. The Bashaw's indisposition 
rendered a halt indispensable. No water. Diiscover- 
ed a singular commerce between our snldiers and ibe 
Arab women. They exchanged their buttons, which 
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tlm^ ee^ i^tam their tloihw, for dates/ Tlie wonw 
sl^oag ^em as ornaments about Hmt neeks* Six> 
P. M. The Bashaw tetwv^oB. 

• J^ml i^h, Marelied twenty Are miles ; thelbst 
part of the day in the eimtiQaatioti of the ralley raen- 
tlcmed the tenth, ; . bat eamped on mi euHflenoe whMe 
there was Qeither water imnt fuel. The residue of 
our riee issued to day ; but the troops* were^ obliged 
te eat it without eooUug. Booh ot the Arab tribes 
m» moved with their fauiilies eamped five miles in the 
raw; being unable to come up^ exl^usted by fotigoe 
and hunger. 

AfriliBthi Marehed seven and a half miles. 
Hmigerand fatigue rendered tike foot soldiers and 
Bedouin families unable to pursue the marek The 
Basfa^w killed ksA issued one of his capsels of bur- 
then, and exehimged another with the Arabs fmr 
fi^eep; whieh together gave a full ratkm to our 
troops/but they- were wiibout bread or salt. 

AfnL i^h. Marehed fifteen miles. Camped in a 
{feasant valley of rieh stroug land, but totally unenl- 
tiirMed. Gbod and abundance of feed for our horses, 
and sundry cisterns excavated in the ridg^ on the 
borders of the valley contained excellent rain water ; 
bat we were totally destitute of provkiens. Near 
these cisterns and in the valleys are ruins of aneient 
arebiteeture and visible marks (tf former cultivation ; 
but now all is waste. 

%Jipril 15f^. Marehed . at seven in the morning. 
Our people this day scattered throughout all the plam 
in search of roots and vegetable substairces to ap- 
pease the cravings of hunger. A specitos of wild 
fennel and sorrel which we found in the small ravines 
contributed something to oar support. At 4 o'clock 
P. M. we reached Bomba. But what v/as my as- 
tonishment to find at this celebrated port not the 
foot trace of a human being, nor a drop of water. 
And what my mortification to find no vessels here. 
We had this day taken up three Arabs who gave me 
positive declarations chat they had seen two vessel 
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kitke Bty a few 4ify* beftaNi^ and V«i^ UnA il«8l»il^ 
ed the brig.Argw^ Capt. H«H; buttbey hmof^ 
^ne, and I ctmcluded bad lefttiin luiasi in^ d^spliir erf 
oar ari-iva). Nothing mttld ^vuit cm om' Af^bm ia 
bdiaveibat any liadfoMH there. They Mteaed ut^itt 
M|MittecB aad mftdels ; and MiA lire had dMwn t)i«iit 
into that aitoatioa wilh treadiMMis views. 

All began now to think of the meftnfl of individlifai 
eaiety $ aiid the Avabs eame to a reaohitidn to aep- 
arate from ns the next mwning. I i^eowtui^nded ali 
«ttaBi|»t tog^ iirtoD^ntt^ This waatib^ig^l ite* 

Eracticable. I went off with my ChriftUiins^ a»4 
eptup fires oponn high- mountain in omf fear all 
lueht. At eight the next nomingy at the initaivt 
when oir eamp was about breaking t^y the Badh* 
aw^s oaana^^ iKaid^ who had aseendbd the' iftounw 
tain for a last lookout^ diMotemd a ^l ! It ^i^atf 
the ArgM. Gapt^ Hall had ^een our sntoke^i «Ml 
stood in, liangoage is too poor to paint tlie joy and 
exultation whieh this messsngiMr of life exeited in 
^very breast* I went on boiural at twelve o^olodi % 
the eamp in tiie meanr* tine «ioTcit:ftve or six iniles 
round the bay to a cistero of water: ^nd at »ix in t4ie 
afternoon provisions were sent off to tbetei. I M- 
•nained on Ixmrd all niglit 

On the ITth^ eleven in the morning, the sloop Hw« 
net arrived, laden with provisions* The quarter of 
the bay where the vessels fell in with us t)l$ing in- 
eonvenient for landing ; on the 18th and lOth^ I con- 
tinued the niai*efa round the bay, twenty^ two miles, 
where we found an inexhaustable cistern of water 
and a good bftrbor and landing. 

The SOth, Slst and 33d, we remained on this 
ground : refreshed oi r famished army ; and took 
out of tkejyiornet the necessary provisions to carry 
uatoDeme. 

A^^il &Bd. Cold, high winds with rain. Mardh- 
ed ten mHes over a mountainous rocky country, and 
eamped in a ravine, within a mile from a natarsl 
source of water, sprinpo^ from the top of a motiiir 
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ifirM malnral tipping we Iwro foand sioce leavios £* 
^jrpt We are approaehiBg xukivi^ied fteUbi. Jl 
S^MiM cries tbfoiigh: the eanp — ^^ he wbD ftw»:6«d 
'Mid'fStekr^ttaehneiit to Hamet Bariuun^ ivBl be^cme^ 
flil4d4e8^y»M;biiig. I^t sortie tdmk i}m fSf^r* 
ingkarTest He /vi^ tiamippeaiei ifaii iq^iiCHfoa 
ihall loee M^rii^thand !^' 

\iSpn£9A^ mountate- 

^119 aad bn^keii grmmdy eorend witii herimge afid 
vwjrltti^aadbeattlifiil.red tmAtkU : tilw:lk8t reeemb- 
ItHceofa fereattree we hafseiaeeii during amaareh 
«f neady «ix huadred nalea. Oanped m a pleasant 
iralley^ by a aaiutsl ri^mlet botfd^^ witti delight- 
some vetdnife lUid ields ftf hai^y, about t?e hours 
ttftreh from Bemew Certeun iofbrmation eaifte to us 
here thai the; Gtoimnor'^ the etos^y had fbriiled 
hisaself and was determined to defend the e% a- 
gainst our approach; The same eoorier eonflrmed 
the inteUigei^e whii^ had freqpiently' before been 
stated to us that the atmy of Jose^ Bashaw^ wMeh 
he had mist out for the deftaceof tte proi^iiiee^ were 
near Beme^ and would prdkably^ by a forced mwch 
anive before us ; especially if we wahsd the retom 
of our vessels to the coast^ whSdk had been blown oif 
in the gale of the S8d. Alarm and coMternatlon 
^seized uie-Arab chiefs ; «nd despondei^Q^ the Bash- 
aw. The night was passed in consultatiiMis amdng 
them at which I was not adi&kted, 

April 25th. At six in the momingbeat <he getier* 
al and gave orders for marching. The Arabs mu- 
tinized. The Chides il Taib and Mahamet at the 
head of the Arab cavalry took up a ret»^*ade 
marcb^ and the* Bedouins relused to sl]*ike their 
lents. After much persuasion^ jKime reproach, and a 
prombe of two thousand dollars to be shared among 
the chiefs, they were prevailed on to advance : and 
1^ two o^clock, P. M. we camped on an eminence 
which overlooks Deme^and reconnc^red the place. 
Discovered that the C^overoor's defcmce consisted, of 
43 
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a Wfrter bftttary ^f «ight fiise ponndani tawictda 4it 
K. E. some tempoiary bieast wwks and walls of old 
Imildiiigs to ^e S* £. and alcmg the front of the hay 
a departDnent of the city of abcmt one tbifd the whole 
nmnber of inlnbitants, who were in ihe interest of 
Joseph BasfaaW; had provided their terraces and 
walls of tH^ir hMsee with loop holes. . The Gover- 
nor had also a ten inch howitzer moanfed on the t^- 
raee of his palace. Sundry Ghieks. came out this 
evening to me^ the Bashaw^ who assured him of tibe 
loyajiy and attachtti^rt of the oth^ two departments 
of the city ; hut stated that the Governor ccmld bring 
eight hundred men into batUe^ and as he possessed 
all the batteries^ breas^r works, and seaboard^ we 
should ftnd it difficult to dislodge him. Besides Jo- 
seph Baslww^s army was just at hand. I thought 
the Bashaw widied himself back to Egypt. ^To 
vessels in sieht today. 

•§fril 9i6m. Iffli^t^ A. M. BMile ^gnals by smoke 
upon the highest point of the mountain. AtS^P. 
M. the Nautilus hove in sight : ^oelmnged signals : 
and at six we spoke* I expressed my itetermination 
to attack the town tomorrow if the other vessels 
came in seas<mably. ^ 

Ap^rU S^tk. At half past five in the morning, the 
Aigm and Hornet appeared in sight. 

See my dispatches to Commodore Barron of 
April J^tli, page 336. 

May ist The sloop Hornet went off with those 
jivdispatehes. 

Me^ M. Examined the differ^it sites in the vi- 
cinity of the town. Used exertions to draw the Gov- 
ernor from his sanctoary. TheHiram in which he 
had taken asylum appertained to a Gbiek of Mesieat^ 
one of the departments of the city in the interest of 
the Bashaw. Neither persoasion, bribes nor men- 
ace, could prevail on this venerable aged chief to 
peraiit the hospitality of his house to be violated. 
He urged that whatever may be the weakness or e- 
^ ven thH& mmes of the Arabs there was never an in- 
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stance knowii anms^em of giviiig up a fugitive to 
inrhom they liad oaee aeeorded their prciteetien ; aad 
should he suffer himself to transgress that sacred' 
prineiple^ the vengeance of 6od and the odifiin of 
all mankind would jctstl j flx on Mm and his poster- 
ity. 

May Sd. Information that the' enemy are advane- 
ing. Set my self to fortifying our post. 

Jfajf 8th. These Ave days -have heen employed in 
putting ourselves in as good a «tate of defence as the 
means we possess will admit. The enemy liave ad- 
vanced by a ciircuitous rout and planted their camp 
on the ground we occupied the fMh and SOth ult. 
The inhaUtants of the town in a stMe of oonsterna* 
tion. It seems y^t a matter of uncerteinty with them 
which is thfe strong^t party ; a defeat to Hamet 
Bashaw would be slaughter to his adherents. Ap- 
prehending; a counter revolution through the intrigue 
of MustapBaBey^'the late Governor^ I again de- 
manded him of his host, threatuing to caaonade his 
department; He said he would submit to liie chas* 
tisement of God ; but would not consent to violate 
Iiis ordinances. 

JIfay L9th The enemy have been these four days 
endeavoring to corrupt and bring over the people of 
the town. The late Governor acting from Ms sane-' 
tuary must be considered as an active enemy, entit- 
led to no privileges of hospitality. The Ghiek re- 
mained immovable in his resolution not to give him 
up. I resolved to try an experiment of ecMmpelliug 
Mm ; accordingly marched intt> the quarter near 
him at the head of fifty Christians with bayonets^ 
and declared my intention to wrest the Bey from his 
sanctuary. A general alarm spread through the de- 
partment. ^^ The Chrii^tians no longer respect ih^ 
customs of our fathers and our laws of hospitality V^ 
I urged that the Bey was an outlaw ; he had for- 
feited bis title to protection. He had in the first in- 
stunee rejected terms of amity ; had in au insolent 
ux^Quer ct^allenged me to combat ; had been beaten 






Digitized by Google^ 

r 



wa« bj aU t^e laws of mmtmy fmomt. : But if ht^ 
Mo^t refage onto thefbaimeEMif mli^kii te^MWife^ 
its proteetiMi he should eoBtem Mondif . ta hfttriu 
jimetiouaQd yem0i.pttce«bl». Btttheivm wtti^ 
ally eajtying on war acaiiist me even m his recluM^ 
by doing wldcJ^ he.hM foifcited sIm tbe lemiy>dne 
to a prisoner. I woold therefore hiite:hi«i dmi. l» 
alive, TheChiak remained iaflexihie. The de* 
partment^ in moliiHi to d«fettd thefar. wtMfpmmMivk 
CQstoms. The Badiaw^ Hamet^ AppMbeosiye <rfam 
insurreetioD^: beenae deeply agitatedi fie h^ggak 
that I woidd snqpend iht exeeutiom of my attelapft^ 
tiU tomonolr^ prmnising aathe iMiM ibwi* nae Wk 
exerti^ms to draw the Bey from the proiaetibn of ,tihia 
C/hiek by senile means. I eomtemmrciibd* TUa 
night the Ckiek aided ihe Bey to esea^.io the. enM^ 
my^s camp with fifteen or nxteen Tiuks in hm.tnaii 
« JUm iOtk. See my ^patehea of 15th^ to Cwmmcm 
dore BumB« 

It is wortl^ of reilaavk thai the* same Ghiek of 
MenreaL who had^ien refiige to and aided dia. 
cape of Alustapha Bev^ fon^t him the .nest diqr^ 
iNPought all hm people info the. enugemettt a^ 
the en^ny in favor of Hamet* Banaw. . After 
battle irasgaki^ he presented bimsdtf at the Badi^ 
aw^s palaee^ kissed his hcnd^ and^ ideating MmariC 
before him asa subjeet in maimw of^eaat^ ito^ 
preached him in these mmdy and expressive . tetma^ 

^^ I have this day given^yon^ I trast^ an nneqnivo^ 
eal dekmwtratieii of my peisenal attMhment imdifr 
delity* I on^t to say to you that you have nek 
merited it i on woold have yklded to die inetanu^ 
ees of the Christian General in violating the hospitadi^ 
iiy itf myhouse^ and of degrading tli^ honw Uwm 
riatiie. Ygu shonld h*ve reeol^ei^t^^, thfit^ ii0t mM^ 
two years ago^ yon w^pe saved in this fiwme' asyWli^ ' 
and secured in ycrar escape by the same hospitalttyJ 
from <he venceance of |bis very same Bey. Hm 
the frirtune of this day gwe against you 1 should- 
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lMWrefgi;i^ ga M adtQfe 8» e^iitlnients^ of r^pvoaeli : as % 
is^ I haye ae^ited myself to my Gt»d and my. eon^' 
adtetae.^^ Hb ibm reiiewed' hia oa& of allegiance 

to^hd Bashaw. -■..:.. 

^ JHb^ iStik. Tkree> a. M. TkeKaotiliia sailed vitb» 
diifi|iateiie9/to 'Maltat 

At in the morning the enemy advanced in oi^er 
tf hiMte t»ibik aeeliyfly Wtla^ topnntain^ failt eaold 
Hot bring flieihselTes tar a resQlntten>to meet the vast^. 
nanharttf who showed^ tl^mselves^ M^tht Haaiet Ba^b^ 
9ig9t*i aBbd i^tiitod in ttbmit an hour : tbciy had daily 
•bowed ikemtkAns i&nx^ihe i&Ak, hnt not sq eon^ . 
ipienonsly. 

^^!^ mth. E%hi? o't;leck^ A. Mv the enemy ajp- 

pew'iii all their futce ; and seem resolute for a dift- 

fday of gallantry. At 10 they disi^peai^d; At 6^ 

1^* M. a woman froih tk^ eamp states that it wan 

diemtftnlHin of the Beys to hare attacked our ^orka. 

ttdil ilKimiBg ; hat the Amhs: nbfnsed to advance t^; 

the charge* The Beys attempted to compel them« 

Th«^ said ikef had not only tlie pceserra^ioii of thfir 

sMn lives but the existence etthtit famSies to keep 

lannMiw. Hamet Bashaw had possession of the town 

anA'the Christiaiis of the battbties ; these^ with thi^ 

gpjmi guns of the shipping, would destroy eveiiy 

tU&g that approached ^m. They would remaiit 

witti Hw eanm titt^reisnfwcements came from Joseph 

Bishttw ; aoid wouldthen %ht the Ghristians* Th% 

Bayii then denmnded theif^ eamels td he moved aa 

covers to their fn^nt and fa»ks« This they refused. 

The Beys were obliged to give^ up the pi*io|ect of a 

vietory todaiy. The tocks of the Beduoin Arabs 

fane; been iHider the protei^on of our gunaf sincp the 

nomifig'of the 13th« There has hithertd beeb ne 

iwtance.ofthk confidence being deceived. Their 

women bring us mutton, milk, ^gg^^ ^^d trajfio with 

enrsoldieiv without any apprebensionsuf violence 

or fraad. We have several days been reduced to the 

pieessityofbarteiin^ prize goods of th^ Ai^us foi^ 
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Bleat for the ganiMa. A humiliatitig inffic; but we 
have no cash. 

May2iBt. A womaii from the e&^ny'a camp states 
that a reenforcement joined them yesterday of 150 
davalry ; ttiat- they expect another today or tomor- 
row^ when they calcalate on taking the town and be*^ 
sieging the Ckrittkn pdfiit 

May S98dL An Arab chief who had been chained 
«fi a hostage with the enemy to insure the fidelity of 
bis troops^ escaped to us, Says the Arabs absolute- 
ly refuse to jisk another assamlt on the town. He 
{Hpomises to brfaig his people^ to the number of eighty, 
over to the Bashaw. 

-'We want NOl'HING 3irT CASH TO BREAK UP 
OUR BKEMY^S CAMP WITOtJT FIRING ANOTHER SHOT 4" 

May 1i9d. Hajsst^ti Bey, the commandtf in chief 
of the enemy's forces, has leered by private imiinu- 
alion^ for my head, six thousand dollarsy and double 
tibe sum for me a priscmer ; and 280 per head for 
Christians. Why dont he ccmie and take it ? 
' Five o^clock, P. M Overwhelmed with the scy- 
roc or hot wind of the desert. It come in a hurricane * 
and brought with it a column of heated dust,, which 
resembled the smoke of a conflagration, and turned ^ 
the sun in appearance, to melted copper, swept eveiy 
thing to the ground that had life ; and filled every 
thing with a hot, subtile sand^ ot rather powder. 
We were distressed for breath : the hings conti^ct- 
^ed : blood heated like a fever ; and a rdaxing per* 
spiration covered &e surfaise of the body. 

It lasted 3-4 of au hour. 

May 25th. The Scyroc wiqd blew in a gale from 
the sooth west all day. So piercing was tibie heat 
that the white pine boards of our folding table and 
book coverings in our tents warped as if befwe a 
close fire. 

The heated dust penetrated every thing, thr<mgh 
our garments ; and indeed seemed to choak the 
pores of the skin. It had a singular effect on my 
wound, giving it the painful sensations of a fresh 
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bil^. The skilly after per9pin|ti(m. beeame dry ami 
pychedy and the lungs compressed and inflamed. 
Water standing in tumblers in a few minutes became 
heated to such a degree as not to be borne in the 
ha9d ; and even stones^ naturally coM^ were so hot 
that the soldiers were obliged to suspend labor at the 
trenches. 

May 28th. Attacked and defi&aM a detached par- 
ty of the enemy^ of about sixty foot and a. tro^ of 
horse^ with only thirty five Americans and Greeks^ 
including officers. Mr. O^Bannon, Afann and 
I^arquhar^ and Capt. Constantino^ were with me. 

May 29th. The enemy feinted an attack. See 
dispatches of this date. 

Six pMock, P. M. amirabout (saint) who had ex- 
perienced some charities from me — now from the en- 
emy, states that two women^ one at camp and the 
other in town, have engaged to take me off by poi- 
son ; and that the commander in chief of the enemy, 
has already made them lai^ge presents, among other 
things, a diamond ring, brelleant solitaire^ in antici- 
pation of this service. The saint cautioned me a« 
gainst accepting any presents of pastry coiking, {Nre- 
serves, or fruit, from any persons of the town. 

June nth. The following is a statement of the en- 
emy's forces, as given by Selim, Chiek of Mensurat 
who deserted to us the l6th ultimo. 

1. Hassien Bey, commander in chief* 

2. Hadge Ismain, of Cavalry. 

3. Muhamed, Bey of Bengazi. 

4. Mustapha^ Bey of Derne. 

5. Imhamed, Bey of Ogna. 

Tripolitans mounted - . - - gyo 
Vicinity of Mensumt do. - - - 90 
Imselletti do. - - - 30 

Issileit? do. ... 80 

Issiheli do. - - • 75 

Bengazi and vicinity do. - - - flO 
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GBaddud do. do. 



FoetAirabs 1880 > 

Do. refugees^ Derae d90 3 



^craits^ up to 10th June - 

Deme, J^lUQOiy 1806. 

OWING to impediments tee tedious to. 
detail^ but chiefly to delinqueney in our qUftrtemits.. . 
tei^s department, wMch I bad coined to Blebard 
Farquhar, I did not leave Alexandria till Ike ihM 
of last month. The host of Arab^^ who aecompttti- 
ed the Bashaw from that place and joined hki on the 
rout, moving chiefly with their families and flodcs^ 
rendered our progress through the desert slow «iid 
painful ; add to this the ungovernable temper of 4his 
marauding militia^ and &e frequent fits -^ of despond- 
ency, amounting sometimes to mutiny, occasioMd by 
information^ almost every day meeting us, of jfortei- 
dable reenforcements from the enemy for the defence 
of this place, and it will not seem unaccountable that 
it was not till the fifteenth instant we amved at Bonoi- 
ba* We had now been twenty five days without 
meat^ , and fifteen without bread, subsisting on rice. 
Haj^ly, the next morning, discovered the Argus, to 
whom I made signals by smokc> which were discov- 
ered and answered. The Hornet soon after appear- 
ed. €apt. Hull sent off a boat. I went on board, 
and had the honor and inexpressible satisfaction of 
receiving your communications of SSd ult Tbe 
timely supplies which came forward in these vessels 
gave animation to our half famished people ; and no 
nme was lost in moving forward. On the morning 
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p^hUB&HyVte took post on air emkifinte i^ the rear 
6f Berlin. iSeveral chiefs came out to meet &6 
B&dliaw with atssurances of fealty and attachment 
J^them I learned that the city was divided into 
three departments ; two of which were in the interest 
of the Bashaw^ and one in opposition. This depart- 
ment^ though fewest in numbers, was strongest iii 
portion and resource, being defended by a battery 
of eight guns, the blind walls of the houses which 
are provided in all directions with loop holes for 
Biudketry, and by temporary parapets thrown up in 
Mven^l positions not coverecl by the battery ; this 
department is the nearest the sea and thife residence 
ef the Bey, On the morning of the S6di, telrms of 
M^ty were ofliered the Bey on condition of allegi- 
t^Ece and fidelity.^ The flag of tnlce Was sent back 
to me with this laconic answer, ^^ My head or 
yonrs I'^— -at S, P. M. discovered the Nautilus, and 
dpoke her at six. At 6 in the morning of the S7th^ 
the A^us and Hornet appeared and stood in. I 
immediately put the army in motion, and advanced 
id wards the city. A favorable land breeze enabled 
ifa^ Nautilus and Hornet to approach thi^ shore, 
which is a steep and rugged declivity of rocks^ 
With much difficulty we landed, and dr^vir up the 
precipice one of the field pieces ; both were sent in 

^ Envh'ons of Berne) AjpfU ^M. 

SLis J^ivcellenty the drovernbr of Bernei 

StK, 

Ivantno tenitorf. With me is advandng the legiti^^ 
mate Sovereign of your country^-^give us a passage through 
yonr city ; and for the supplies of which we shall have needy you 
shall receive fair compensation. Let no difiereitces of religion 
induce us to shed the blood of harmless men who think little 
and know nothing. If you are^'a man of liberal mind you wilt 
not balance on the propositions I offer. Haniet Bashaw pledge 
es himself to me thatyoU shall be established in your govern^' 
meut, I shall see you tomorrow in a way of yotlr choice. 

43 
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the boat for the pui^pose^ bat the appn^hen^ion of lo^-^ 
ing this favorable pdoment of attack induced me U 
l.eave one on board. We advanced to our position^. 
A fire oommenced on the shipping. Lieut. Evans 
srtood in; and^ anchoring within one hundred yards 
of the battery, opened a well directed fire. Lieut 
Sam dropped in and anchored in a position to bring 
his guns to bear on the battery and city. And Gapt 
Commandant. Hull brought the Argus to aacher fi 
little south of the Nautilus, so near as to throw bet 
S4 pound shot quite into the town. A detachment oi 
six American marines, a company of 34< eannoniers, 
and another of S6 Greeks, including their proper <^. 
ficers, all under the immediate command of Lieut 
(VEannon, together with a few Arabs on foot, had a 
position on an eminence opposite to a considerable 
party of the enemy^ who had taken post behind their 
temporary parapets and in a ravine at the S. B. quar- 
ter of the town. The Bashaw seized an old casife 
which overlooked the town on the S. S. W. dispea* 
ing bis cavalry upon the plains in the rear. A little 
before S, P. M. the fii'e became general in all quar- 
ters where Tri[H)litans and Americans were opposed 
to each other. In three quarters of an hour the bat- 
tery was silenced, but not abandoned ; though moit 
of the enemy withdrew precipitately from that quar- 
ter and joined the party opposed to the handful of 
Christians with me, which appeared our most vulner- 
able point. Unfortunately the fire of our field- piece 
was relaxed by the rammer being shot away. The 
fire of the eneqaiy's musketry became too warm, and 
cotitinnally augmenting. Our troops were thrown 
into confusion ; and, undisciplined as they were, it 
was impossible to reduce them to order. I perceiv- 
ed a charge our derniei!' and only resort. tVe rush- 
ed forward against a host of savages more than ten. 
to our one. They fled from their coverts irregularly, 
firing in retreat from every palm tree and partitia* 
wall in their way. At this nroment I received a^ ball 
through my left wrist vrbich deprived me of ihp use 
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ef the hand, and of course of my rifle. Mn O^Bast- 
nonjT accompanied by Mr. Mann of Annapolis^ urged 
forward with his marines^ Oreeks^ and such of the 
eaanoniers as were not necessary to the management 
of the field piece ; passed through a shower of mus- 
ketry from the walls of houses ; took possession of 
tlie battery ; planted the American flag upon its 
Tamparts ; and turned its guns upon the enemy ; who^ 
being now driven from their out posts^ fired only 
froia their houses, from which they were soon dis- 
lodged by the whole fire of the vessels, which wa» , 
suspended during the charge, being directed into 
them. The Bashaw soon got possession of the Bpy^s 
palace ; his cavalry flanked the flying enemy 5 and 
a little after four o'clock we had compleat possession 
of the town. The action lasted about two hours and 
aH half. The Bey took refuge, flrst in a mosque, 
and then in a hiram, the most sacred of sanctuaries 
among the Turks ; and is still there : but we shall 
find means to draw him thence. As he is the third 
maQ in rank in the kingdom he may perhaps be used ^ 
in, exchange for Capt. Bainbridge. 

I have fixed my post in the battery ; raised para-» 
.pets and mounted guns towards the country to be 
prepared against all events ; though T have no seri-^ 
ous apprehension of a counter revolution. The mo- 
jftent of gaining Derne has been peculiarly fortunate, 
as the camp, which long since left Tripoli for its de- 
fence, were within two days, fourteen hours march, 
the day of our attack ; of which we had information • 
in the morning, and from which circumstance it was 
with much difficulty I could prevail on the Basllaw^s 
array to advance to the city and to obey my di^posi- 
iions. The camp will probably take up a reti^ograde 
march. 

Of the few Christians who fought on shore, I lost 
fourteen killejl and wounded; three of whom 
ftre marines, one dead and anotiier dying ; the rest 
chi^ffly Oreeks, who, in this little affair, well sup- 
ported tbqir ancient character. 
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. Ji would be gome out of my sphere to eonun^i os 
Uie conduct of naval CQinmanderg in the field. 

Tet I should do violence to my own senae of duty 
and obligation were I not to observe they could mi 
have taken better positions for their vessel^ nor maitf 
liged their fire with more skill and advantage. 

The detail I have given of Mr. 0'Bannon?s eoii.- 
duct needs no encomium : and it is believed the di^ 
positicm our government have always discovered t» 
encourage ment will be extended to thi# intrefdd^ ji^ 
dicious and enterprising officer. Mr. Manq^p cai^- 
duct is equally meritorious. I am bound also by a 
sense of well merited esteem to mention to your paj^ 
ticutar patronage a young English gentleman^ Mr. 
Farquhar^ Who has volunteered in our expediUott 
through the desert^ and has, in all cases of difficulty^ 
exhibited a firmness and itttachmept well deserviig 
my gratitude ; if compatible with our establiskmenii^ 
I request you wfU ensure him a Lieutenaey i^ th^ 
marine corpes. 

J Aare tjie honor to he, with 
great respect and aimc^r^ 
attachment, 
Sir, your very . , 

obedient servant, 
WILLIAM EATON. 
SAMUBii Barrpn^ f4SQ. Commmder in Chief. 



Berne, dpril Wih, 180$. 
Sib, 

THE information I have the himcar tii 
forward of this date, stating in abstract occurrencM 
since my last, will not disappoint the expectatk»Mi 
my calculations then may have formed. Certi^Q 
periods of your letter of SSd ult. Require a distinct 
and separate answer. This J shall do with candor^ 
Ji was understood, when government came to a 
determination to try the efi*ect of a cooperation wjtii 
Qametliashaw against the enemy, tb4 provisioQa 
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weUM be made adequate to the eicperinieut. Six 
field pieces, a Chousavd standi irf^ arms, with goita- 
lile aintnutiitioD, and eighty thousaad dollars wer^ 
asked for by Hamet Bashaw while yet in possession 
of this province, and gaining ground against the 
usurper. The Secretary of the navy informed me 
that the arms, atnmunition, and fifty thousand dol- 
lars W6uld be furnished ; and they were to have 
been put on board at Hampton roads. While t|ie 
Squi^ron were getting ready for sea, information 
anived of the Bashaw having been driven from his ^^ 
post, and retired to Egypt. Ih consequence of 
which, it is to be presumed, the supplies getting in 
readijBiess were withheld, as the success of the ex- 
{»eriment then appeared very doubtful. The twenty * 
thousand dollars deposited with the Consul General 
mt Algiers, to be applied to this service, cannot be 
supposed adequate to the purp6se of bringing the 
Bashaw from his exile in Bgypt, placing him in a 
situation to act a^inst a rival possessed of all the 
resources of his kingdom, and of carrying his plan of 
operations into effect, whatever may have been the 
disposition of the people towards him. The twenty 
thousand dollars therefore could have been meant 
oaly to assisri: the research of the Bashaw and the 
revival of Ms affairs, in case our plan should be 
thought feasible. Hence, I think, it is not presum - 
ing too far to conclude that the unlimited discretion 
vested in the Commander in chief ;n regai'd to all 
the exigencies of the war : and particularly as it re- 
lates to the object in view, extends to every matter 
necessary to its accomplishment. The instruction^ 
0f the Secretary of the navy certainly cannot mean 
to tie him down to any limited applications. The 
advantages calculated to result from the success of 
this measure liave been heretofore stated : and thus 
fttr, the experiment has not disappointed those calcu- 
hitions. We are in possession of the most valuable 
province of Tripoli. The high estimation the ene- 
fxiy places oii tins department of the kingdom is evi- ^ 
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fenced by the extraordinary efforts lie has used, ta 
defend it^ and by the menaces to which he has re- 
sorted to deter U8 from the operations here : bis 
^;np was only fourteen hours march from the plac«^ 
when we seized it by assault. I am this evening ii^i- 
formed they areitetrogradeing, and only regret, that 
we have not the means 4>f pursuing them. The ex- 
pences already incurred in this expedition will a- 
m^unt to »8arly thirty thousand doUars — for tiur- 
teen thousand of which we are indebted to M^srs. 
})rigg% brothers, of Alexandria, eleven liiousan^ 
llave been received through the hands of Captain 
Bull, including his advances and drafts in £gyptf 
I have disbursed nearly two thousand, and for the 
^ residue shall be indebted to individuals. This ex- 
pence wiU not appear extravagant when it is consi^d* 
ered, that it covers all our expenditures in Bgypt^ 
where many^sacrifices w^re necessary to pass the 
earners of Turkish jealousy and a\4dity in getting 
tlie Basflmw through that country ; of furnishing 
hordes, tents, arms, and ammunition preparatory to 
our entering the desert ; of provisioning a thousand 
two hundred souls, and about two. hundred horses 
in that barren desert upwards of forty days, a dis- 
tance of nearly six hundred miles, and of caravans 
for transporting these provisions the whole distance 
from Alexandria : and also the unavoidable expend- 
itures in presents to chiefs, aud payments to troops in 
order to gain the one, and avail ourselves of the ser- 
vices of thfi 'Other. 
^v^ May i9t. The situation in which it £9 known 
Hamet Bashaw was found in upper Egypt must of 
itself suggest the idea that he must be destitute of ali 
means necessary for moving a military expedition 
exceptthe attachment of his subjects. The posses- 
sion of this province does not materially alter that 
situation. The general failure of the harvest which 
the whole coast of Barbary experienced last season^ 
together with the extraordinary tributes which Jo- 
jseph Bashaw has exacted to support the war, has ren- 
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ileredf not'only this^ but every otlier pari of TiSpoli 
poor and oppressed ; wholly destitute of the means 
of contributing any thing very considerable to eitber 
of the rival brothers. This is a circumstance favor- 
i£ble to our measures if we will go to the expence of 
profiting of it. No chiefs whatever maybe the at- 
tachment of his followers^ can long support military 
operations, without the means of sabsisting and pay- 
ing hisr troops* The observation is peculiarly appli- ^ 
ca^le to the temper, and circumstances of the An^s \,\\ 
of this country, who in fact form its real strength— 
^ivho are poor, yet avaricious ; and who, being ac- 
customed to despotism, are generally iitdifferent* a^ 
bout the name or person of their despot, provided he 
imposes no new burthens. Stronger proof p( thiis 
cannot be brought than the difficulty Joseph Bash^ 
aw'^s camp has found in recruiting in its progress 
from Tripoli^ It left that long since with about two 
liundred-men« 

1 have this morning intercepted six letters ttoixk 
that camp, dated only four days since^ signed by thd 
commander iu chief, the Governor of Bengazi, and 
an aid de camp, addressed to the Governor of Berne, 
and to several chiefs, or Ghieks, encouraging them 
to hope and perseveranjce, and stating that their de- 
lay has only been occasioned by expectations of re- 
ceiving reenforcements from the Arab tribijs : they 
have increased their number only three hundred^ 
though they have passed through that part of the 
country nearest, and most nearly attached to the ene* 
iny<( Hamet Bashaw brought two thousand Arabs 
into the field on the a7th. This serves to shew the 
weight of money with these people j and as a pretty 
good criterion of the balance of influence between the 
two Bashaws. With the aids contemplated by gov- 
ernment to have been furnished Haniet Bashaw, 
wlien in the position be now holds, I have no dopbi . 
but he may pr(A;eed to the walls of Tripoli, But, 
while I offer this opinion, I cannot conceal my ap- 
prehension, groundedon experience, that^ when ar- 
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ri¥«d thet« he would effisct liMic witlioitittiim99» 
taiy talent and firmness than exists eiUier in liunsetf 
ov the hordes of Arabs who attach themselves to hinii^ 
They are exactly what Volney describes of tb« 
tamps of the Egyptian Beys^ rather a rabble than am 
army. And in our affair here^ they held safe msd^ 
tions^ to catch fugitiTes^ nntil the doors of th4 
•nemy were opened for plunder^ when they became 
at once bra?e and impetnous. If^ therefore^ the co^ 
operation is to be pursued with him> and if its direcf 
iion is to be confided to me^ it must be on conditioii 
that detachments of regnlars may be occasionally del 
barked from the squadron^ or proeored elsewhere ta 
aid and eive effect to such operations as require en^ 
ergy. With the supplies asRed for, provisicns fol 
our Christians, and with tl^ firm front of one re^^^ 
lar regiment, I belicTe it would not be presuming 
too fkr to engage, in conjunction with the squadron^ 
to force the enemy to take refuge in a ssActuary^ 
But I confess sir, there is one discouraging circum^ 
stance, resulting from the declared views in alfordiag 
auxiliaries to Uamet Bashaw. These aids^ are to be 
withdrawn at any period when the eimny shall [pxw 
pose terms (rf p^ace wWch may be accepted by th« 
agent of government on the spot. If Hamet Bash^^. 
aw is to be used solely as an instrument tp tHe attaia-* 
ment of An ol)je<^t exclusively to the advantage of the 
United States, without any consideration to his fu- 
ture existence and wellbeiog, I cannot persuade my- 
self that any bonds of patriotism dictate to me the da* 
ty of having a chief agencv, nor indeed any, in M 
extraordinary a sacrifice. Certainly the enemy witt 
propose any terms of peace with us the moment he 
entertains serious apprehensions from his brother. 
This may happen at any stage of the war most like<» 
ly to rid him of so dangerous a rival, and not only 
Mamet Bashaw, but every one actins with him tend 
inevitably fall victims to our econon^ ! 

If We proceed no farther it would seem incumbent 
on the honor of government, in the event of peace, at 
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liislirp)«is« HkiuetBafliM^^ in ft n^MtkA ft«r digible 
te tlmt n*oai which he hm been drawto ; out of th^ 
power of an incenwdmid viti^ctivei ettemy. ProbiN 
my Joseph Bashaw would tL^v^e to establkb him in 
the governmenl of this province and B^ngaa^i^ and 
toifastoretphim list family. He majr perhaps be 
ftunlesat^tod with such an aecomnKHlation, and tte 
ilaitod Statea expevievce from it^ maiiy of t%e ad* 
irantagea ealcalM^ to resnlt from ilarpyibg ihe orii& 
falftl pianinto esceention^ and consistently with bout 
900 honor and faiteresrt At All events I am dee^l^ 
iflfpi^s9ed with the opinion that the post we hsLve 
meoktd herls abrald not be abaodenea, tor ternt>il' ^ 
|Nsaee precii^tately eminniciBd ; indeed it were to be 
wished that the effect of the snceessof a eoi^ieraM 
tibn m^rt be tried : it would very probably be a 
Aeatblmrw t» the Barlmry system. Any aci$ommo- 
dbttion savoring df relaxness^ Would as probably hti 
dfettthtoibe navy and wound fo tbe ti^UionAl honors 
if ItdetermittDd either to proceed or hold a positiMC 
i^re> farther supplier of easfa s^d jf^ovkion musfi 
immediately be salt to the coast For reasons 
which will sn^;est themselves from preceding obser- 
vations, it woald not be good policy in Hamet Bash- 
«^ to levj" eontoibaflo^ dormg the eontest with his 
brother^ least it should alienate hi» fiends : on the- 
eontrary^ he ought to be enabled to move with a lib- 
feral hand. Cash will do much with the inhabitants 
of this Coantry ; even thos^ whom it will not engage 
to fight^ will by it be engaged not to fight ; with it 
we can pass generally, fint if ^e here and there 
fi»d a witlled town> or a garrison impervious td its mw . 
jinenee, cannon balls aii^ bayonets come in as irre*^ ' 
4Mksteble agenitSi 

The conventfon I have eiitered into with Ham^t 
Bashaw^ may be usefbl in case he succeed in getting 
i:eposse8sion of his government : otherwise it can do 
no mischief^ even if rattled^ as will appear by tiie 
preeantion in the second article. I inclose a copy. 
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. It ill w^MMlipmii I.ke^ a sedeiilu^ p^UmA 
ia write $ Ihjps ebeiumtanne with the inriulgenee 1 
uli^w my^ to^iipeet ifoai yow goodDe^s will, I 
KBi per spiided^ farnidai me to «p<^esy fi» . •aiissionB 
«ii4 inaeeuraeito. 

It has beem diBesieil expet^Et^ by « Capt HcU and 
ti^ other ConnMttiders^ whom I have eonraUod^ta^ 
np^setf; that the. Argons and JMaatiliiflh shmld BMMiiir 
bereiMitil^th^^ dii^ftkhfi» eaci ribcm^t aMweiti, «Dt 
aeeOQiit of tbe^n^ay's caiap heiag m the \^oltp0 
I nm MuMwt it wilL npt appnutek «ys^ Imt-difipeQii^ 
^M ha^ not alreadyr Shoiudi it be panpeii^, iiow« 
«ra^ that the coast k to I» ahandeiied, it. Wo»ld«itr 
^MHnage^ an effi«t ttithe Coautetdeia !to §im tbok 
pmt^ 1^ deatina^m. 

. 1 hare iicA la^^iagi^ to expmss »j iBevae ^gmA* 
tilde, and oUigaticm &ryottr exflttio«irittlotii«ardtBS 
la fiuiii^iea : with9«it4hem: we most iuive pfm^edt 
With my most coidiai wmhM im the aMedy «a4 
yerfoet^reestabUshmeat of yoar iiealth, attd- wiHkUM^ 
asiHrajied of my mmwte respeel^aiid attach]lMmts> -. 
JAovte tks honor tobe, . 

Sir, yemrjkitl^^ 
oMient seriibiMtf 
rSigneiJ WilsMAM BATON. : 
i^AMtJiaBaasoN^liSQi Conmrnndsr in chief . 



Berne, kingdom of TrhoU, Matt i^y tBQ§, 

Sir, ' V 

SINCE my diq^atehes of S9th uHimo 
tad 1st instant, we have teen occupied \irith thi^ 
inovemen^^ of tbs eOemy^s troopSF ; who contrary Uk 
our expeetatioAs, advanced and gave m battle on 
flie imh. The preceding nigbt the kte Bey of 
Berne, whom I fonnd inaa!^9able in his sai^red a£^* 
Inm, escaped to their camp ; and having gained ve^ 
ry correct information of onr nnmber of ChristmMi 
on shore ; and carrying with him the confidence of 
assurance that the inhabitants of the place woul4 
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ijiiKmfciiihiiftet'BMha^ry on ib»^ kpjfimnxitt of Jo*. ; 

^qph's forets^ gave ctnepiifmgetteii^iiiid ntntlmi toikt \ 

latter. Aktmt 9 m ifae laoriiiag Hmj shewed^tliBnu 
.^IvesMrtke high §f«i«]id8iQ ow rear; diBf4ftye4 
Jbre>9tiitidar4« : iseonafxitered m a wUle $ aad.mo^ 
itod::dowii IB a bodj^ and attaekad« dataclMiMi df al 
*iiiOut onehaflilred of Baviet^s wvidij^ »wt|o weiA 
^pMNsted in the ikmh aibmita ittilelcAm theMowtt. Ilieistt^ ! 

.^mi;^ thfey diapmted the gromi .i;«ry ^br^vely^ we«b i 

Mienqr pursued iiitolbe.«ft^ tmdiar a Bteaidy ftre :ftoqi 
iihe Ai^M a«MlI^»iitiltt8^4uidtke gnw Irani our bat^ 
^ry aad ieU .pieees^ and proeesded ihnmgh ap m 
tegular ice of jnall arott from an^MiseadM quite to 
lite BeahiMiif^ penee. Here they m^ awananfr 
eeptioa from the musketry of the pe«^Ie who we^. 
ijieiir tum, and of the iuhaiitoiite who fired from 41^ 
JIAmA walte of their hooees : but tiiey seemed res^ 
fffite to gel possessioa ml ther Bashaw^a vpcmoo. Tbe 
.troaku^s id oar po«t wopM not jwrixfy a ftor&» to 
Jbis relief ^^ ^aod, apprehradiug^ from (lie omitlafed 
and relaxed fiie of the mnsfcetry^ that the day waa 
lostto.us. Lturuediour gone upon the town. Very 
fortunately a ^t^from ^lo of our nine pounders^ 
kiHed two of the.enemy from theiir horses near the 
palaee. ^ey rinatanlly scmnded a retreat ; n4, 
abandoning Ihe town at all quarters, were every 
where pursued by Hamet'a cavalry, until they were 
chaced undortfaeshotof the vessels; wbieh galle'A 
,them scHrely in tbehr flight. A little before three, 
P. M. every thing in the eity was reduced to tran*- 
:quilify,/and the enemy were seen onljf irom their 
heights. I am happy that this aeenrrffiaee enables 
.me to eorreet an o|>inion I had iwrned irom the af- 
fair of tiie &7^ ^ nltimo, that fihe Bashaw^ people *^ 
ealeulated too. much on saving themselves : tke]^ 
eertainly left the burthen of that day to us, with 
wJUieh I could not forbear repr<mehing tbdr chief : 
in this engagement they exhibited intrepidity and 
S^d :c0ndttet« By an Ifailian slave who escaped the 
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ktk\m OMM m (UDoe^ we Inra pnttgr Mrtam iufoa»» 

BmHum Iwttiirelw «r fMwtan kiUed aM Wm»i^ 

li|r: wlMi weMA kany m Mtfkg Mi|«0(iiMli !«# 
IMMdier MMdt Asm ip >i i w <f ihfe— ^y^ lng p f 



jirif ■wring to Mllaii Mpidtte kwmm tlm» ftMi 

liill^toBeagfttL 8o«iimu4lieM«0^^(kft«MK 
i nxsti i to ' e ii temifly wUoli will pmtiihtjf iwif fi a 
«ritWit«ir#or«ltt«e4fty% if ataU^OtMhMMrvM 
y dFiwth ifaptehai. s 

•Ifiy iMk. t4uit OTfing IsreroAmsi dtatiied ^ 
«• feoiii flw €Mflgir. CkiM« fiMft Cmfb Meaww i ^ 
fldifli i«ili4ifaitl, w1m» mmm w ilHit the cii«p«ft 
iHglEiMidlraiiMD. TlieB«|r#,fllu^irMi^dltt4ifft^ 
wm^mad Amm^ ^LsAOmt T ri py lit M i teoopg apeOr 
J|MMi«Bg «Mthftr «ilMipl^tt^ JDefM« Tfae Amim 
vfitnutoi <m tkt nuwdiii i^m. oMi w Ji to it !%• 
jfmAm fd TnpolkaM is Umm mrnktA «id 1%, 
well »« w itod : QtMnka tm koradbMk^ belw«w 4«o 
tad tfafee Jwidred ; m^A abitallldnee hiiiiAredBedM. 
iasy w dMert AmIm en ibaL 

]ji thU pmuKiMWs arny^ tre two or three hm- 
dred f agitiires tmm thfe plaeo^ wk) fooriit as on ttw 
J^tiiiilt «nd wko ifeow {MM £or TrqpiditMHiaiid A- 

Jl^iTA. The Mimy have tltfowimp parapett 
fiC looae atoM wall^ with loop hidc^ anond timr 
9aiiip« whidi is planted thret ao^ ditttent^ aiid^ asp. 
arated fnm us by a eham ot mwntainsy and are em- 
ployed in plundering com and fSora^ for their own 
and the aabsiiitanee of their horses. Bf fa^tireB 
eome in this nKuming^ we leam that the Andbs obtli'r 
^ately re&se to advance again, wfthia readi of ow 
^fti)|io% or toauinr tbw ^ran^a t^ h^wt^^ |iffMt 
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JNr «v«r W6i^ «a MtMnf » M fli¥0irai»l6 it i>oiiitiM' ^ 
W«ttatilft64 bf ik f^fkp de m&in. I eamet prevsil 
4Ni 1ll# BaAaw^ jieopte «f^ «tt««fiit : ^^ never 
1^^ %y itt^t : 41^y imtmA «fe tiniMilHiig t^ g# oml of 

fMKOtttttry meMifag«ttiert. We «re i^esHy^too treds ^ 

4orlto«e tibril^lhlM nkM-; ftifd the stfrte 6( the vwi^ i 

^0ete does Mt admit ef delmf^^a^mA. B i» etiou^^ 

"tit^tftttle HiMefft^s^ "vi^boirt ft eaffittieii^ to f^xt yoi 

^ «yi&p«liif in the jpftin hth^ ^nifl^ Under theM mora*. 

"^rteg drowHtlime^i. f he' Kftfirtilu(9 sftifete '»i^ 

1«^lth iMe letttr^ Md dHj^licMes of m^rli^^t. I Imsj^ . 

IftMr« toviiMr you to^Oftpt Sent, whose kil^ntgeMe 

enlleeted on tbe spot^ ftud wfaidde eorpect jiidgttieMi 

%itt ^MftMe Mm to tmpj^y eiveQinirfibiitially mek ki- 

.iwnMlioii ^ony aelttil poeitim and Altmtr pIMispetif 

iM vpngr nolbe giMMted Unm nny i^timittfiieftlioifli* 

We shall «tiieavof le hold this post - till his retiiny 

fwhleh I request jm will penalty) tfaoo^ I ^Might 

^noC 4o eoneeal my apprehenstons that it will he vesy 

dHkuMttiany digm ifttho«t supplies; /niee«M»r 

M^iirnar eatoff^ at pieseat^ all ptrohriil^ni wMm 

I have ikB honor to Im^ 
very teipet^My, ^, 
ymLnnost obeAimt 9firew9iU 
rmpi^J WILLIAM BATON. 
Baiiojbl Bakroii, Bs^< €^ifiii«tJ^f^ m elisf. 

N. B. Bread and Hee are esi^ential articles of snb^ 
8istenee-'><-eofl»e and sagar necesgar y s o m e salt 
jppoYfsions and isttiali |*fti0ds. 



Demef May 1S9th, 180£F. 
Sib, 

SINCE ^ departure of ^e Nantihisr 
wUh my #»psi9hes of the lO^th; the enemy have dai. 
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tP9^ 1.015 of* ^ 

¥f ^wed <lfe«torit6B fat a meiiftOi«gr]^Mtin»iieai^iit^ 
liut b&ve fiot come to gemeral action YestardfQp » 
4etaehmettt ctf aboot (K) or M of tkm toosky Mi^Qirtid 
J^ a troop of iHirie, descended ibe «iNmtiJA<bjrn na 
Tine, fell Qpon eone of «w Atab fiui^liMy itho wtm^ 
temped is ( he rear ef the towvn^ moA dfovte ^ seamtut 
al eattle and eamek. Tito Bwhaw^s jm^ fmm^ 
>ed and attacked them wider the ttMotmB ^ kfiiMk 
jjad wounded three, of ttmn^ and recewidd Ijheir xiat^ 
#e. I marched oik with Lieut. i>^Bmnmt^ Mr; 
Mani% and Farqohaiv and thirty jnmk and file, A^ 
aierieana and Gh^ek^, from the gmmnky aad took » , 
Mvine on tke left, witfi a vliw tof ^cutting off -theif 
retieat We feU in with thenf^soon alter aseendii^ 
^he mdnotain. They oj^pwed to m a short nm^ 
tmte^ hot fled before a ehatee af bayonet*- We pniw 
aned them within a short mstanee of their, eamp^o 
kitted their Captain and Ave men-f wonadeAa mn^ 
tpr, aad took two pmsoneni ; wilhont m^immg m^ 
inkiiir'oorselves. The camp boat to iurma ; moanti^ 
eaanid •moved towarditt nsina bod^$ ba4 4id Mi 
oome within mosket shot They eould wt aoeo^« 
tain onr number, and apprehtaidint; tliat wo wtM*«|^ 
advaneed pwty aiming to draw them iolo an tmhwf - 
cade on^sadvantageons ground, fomed Jm^offi&fWf 
battle ana JmDt their post — ^while we raffed dowa 
the monn^V "E^ enemy swore vm^eanee : and:: 
resolved to cMente it to day. Abo«t nine in the 
morning they adtruiced tifeir whoto force and posteil 
theniselyes on an eminence in foir view. Proper 
^stations were taken on our part to receive them. 
They reconnoitered us 4 while ; .toit^ when ordetff 
were given to attack, tbeir Aitibs mndnized and le^ 
jrograded ; and the Beys were compelled to follow 
with their Tripolitans. 

J%ne a^. To day the enemy brought Aemselvea 
to a resoltttion to attack. They had previomriy fm«r 
ed the Arabs into oaths of fid^ty by seizing and 
ehaining hostages from their most considerable f«a- 
Uies : bat their movements this day ternynated'vx^' 
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«tt4ly i«MiA ttie^i^tti* 'The Bey# atitmftad to^ fore% 

Idbe^Aiab^ forward. They resisted : and alledge^ 

M^Mi other similar ue^aftkAs^ that they were MriUinjg 

^to^iSghi a» enemy <tf their own mode of waefare : but 

^faegr . emld notrneist the Amencaae^ who fired enor*^ 

WMs4ialfe^ thaieaitied away a man and his camel 

«ttDwe^or«a0hed odp thi^m with bayonets^ withoi^ 

jiving thfNB timoilo load their muskete. 

' ' IiiMteviteiiigl had the honor to reedve your let* 

^ev^of th^nlneteMth^nltiiTO^ by which I learn^ thut 

tfte migliittg Bo^mw qf Tripdiy km hOdy mdiM 

\mMfiur69 €f fmti^j whieh the Cansml Geherai^ 

€kimtl Leaar^ ms d^erminei to meet ; mewing <&« 

yr^a09i# mofttemt fmfitmw t» suck a step. In epo- 

«e%u0noeNof'WUleh; it seem^ eontemplated^ that w^ 

ofaioirid withdiaw ooraolvea from this eoai*. It waft 

mt mmdwai&tifmt^im ray letter of the first ultimo^ 

tfatfktlhereipiia^ Bashaw woald seize the moment 

when heshonld ap^ehend himself serionsly in dan* 

ger from ins brother; to Md himself of this rival by 

iletaehffiBg fi^m Mm imr sneeor^ through overtures 

of poaee^ Facts ostidiMsfa iU» correetness of tUb 

nM^eetanre. That the faiiabitfmts of Tripoli ar^ 

tmm^ ' ^ihe war is ^ w^l ascertained. That they 

sj^retly^iami^^reirfdraii^n^tilteir legUmate^ sm^ 

(t^d^beettose^ they believe him peacablj ineluied^ 

tlanNspiiM throngh various indobitabte chllpels : and 

that the Arabs :Mkd Moors of the kingdom^ who foi» 

its entire popiiklion^ are generally in a revelutionarf 

sta^ is equally trae» Joseph Basbaw is not ign<n*« 

ant <rf these dispositions. . As early as the month of 

January last he was> according to the Danish Con- 

sttl^t^rjy attentWB upon amr transactions^ with his 

hmUmritL JBewundria. On the 19tb ultimo^ late 

wertures had intimated to the Consal General his 

inelination towards ^ a poei&ation. . We had then 

been seventy six daysfrcym Alexandria j thirty five 

an far forward as Bomba : and twenty one in pQS« 

session of tins plaee. Of these movements and op^ 

erattons^ intercef^d eomiamiicatiQTis by way of 
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mt anhifonwd. It It imw nmateoa: 4a$!m 
dhb fofces were beatai im tbn* gtraod ; «ii ~ 
ihat^ deUtched partiM amfriMdi aDdvooteA. 
«re aim eTento wbiek wniat^ ln» Msttpf 
It does ntft afpear that th& Mason baa JuthMha . 
wMiffA any InnDidable ditplay oPiiia n 
fore Tripoli. It eanmH be unfair Ihaaefon^ to^ 
liMt Hie paeiie avettintflBi of tba r^i^His Baebaw^ 
to^iulaeHced.laasreal ateaitmi by appraiwr minwt 
fNT bis brothera apptoaeh.1 Yet it aoftes woti^hft mA^ 
Auled tbat wo have aay oUigatmurlowMrda Ma«»it 
Baafaaw. But if soeb i» the eiieat of tba mm^^ 
«ppr^ensioii8 from this ^oaitev^ (who tm^mmSf 
Iwowa how to coo^BR tba valairR« ialuMne <tf tto 
^pwrtiea,) the oalcnbrtiafiis we have ^MMied of dia al*- 
tiaiatereaalt of aa> dhatnl ^sye ta tipn abmUao 
loagep aeaat vimmmj* I do beAie?e it w«a ia tba 
aattlemplatioB . of goreaaaioat lot bate fnoited .ait 
^is adTaotageoaa ^HrenmaiaiMde aa . hMtmnrnMi . te 
cfaadise a {leridiooafoQ^ father tiMA.to saorifioe-ft 
eredaloos frieod. I kauw h was ia the gMoml 
wish^ and indeed the expoetaiitoiia of oar oomtKy^ 
ihaft the eneniy thanii he ehm^tised. BoW fw tfaia 
with and expectation will be satitiod^ from ibo' ai^ 
rafisements now hi op^ation^ tiaie aftd evente aitiat 
datNtefaie; Bat 1 eanneity franu any tbap hi wbieit 
the Subject can bo viewed^ be pinusiaded tliai tim 
naiiBC^ of serrins aiiiselYes of Hamet Sashaw^ aad 
abandonittg him^ can be reeoneiled to those priad^ 
pies oi honor andjiratiee, which I know actuate the 
mtional breast. It seems enough to cancel emry 
pledge that we have br<mgbt him back to the pest 
from which he had been driven. It ought to be tak- 
an into consideration that this is no other than the 
post from whence he has alwayS' a^rked mppliea i 
aad that conseqn^ttly setting him down hioe^ just as 
be was, can render him no essential service^ but ta 
abandon him heire under actual drenmstances wbeto 
Aimine^aftd the ravages of the menu's forces have 
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fthnrewiiFees ^4he pimwee^ $xA wliO^ 
le fm:<cei aie still in tiJM vieinity ; cannot but leave 
lam in a mom hopeless sKuation than lie left tha 
fAaae : attd here is an additional reamn wliy his 
iieanB^PB not nmteriaUjf altered for the better. Ha 
9MMI drii^swD acfvayonaeeocHrtofhis intercoarse witii 
tin anmiea of Ms rival. He has been induced to 
nturn' under an expectation of receiving aids from 
as/ to proseeite his views of recovering his throne. 
I ithottght myself authorised^ from the assurances 
gluen me by tte ^cretary of the navy^ to eneouimge 
Mmivith the prospect of receiving those aids — ai^ 
Ireqnent expressions of your i*esoTution to make sa 
e&iutt|de of TripoU the ensnii^ summer^ forti^d me 
-IntteGMidenee^hat the exercise of my discretion 
iMre^in.the ttAimerl havedone^ would eventually^ 
tf not diret^, as^st the aceoa^lishm^it of these ob^ 
gaets. The resistance we met at this plaee is said to 
iiave discouraged, the expeetatidns formed for the co* ' 
moderations in view. This resistance would andoulrt-^ 
ledly have been less obstinate, had not th§ vicinity of 
4be enemy^s camp in some measmre imposed, or at 
least encouraged it But it may have been expected 
that the Governor of Joseph Bashaw, who twentgr 
months ago, with forces from TripoU, drove fiamet 
Sashaw from the post, and w^o still held posses- 
sion, wouU<H>pose hisrettim by all th|| means in 
Jbis power. Wimt of quaJitUe' essential in the char- 
'Oeter efa cmMnmnder and aj^ince is stated as am* 
rious obstacle to the advancement of)m cau8e. We 
do not hitherto find that the enemy possesses those 
qualities in so eminent a degree^ as to justify a com- 
parison to the prejudice of bis rival. It must be ad- 
mitted that the latter possesses the capacity of com^ 
mandin^ respect and conciliating aAection among 
his subjects. And I have lately had good reasoit^^i 
to correct the unfavorable opitiiou at one time enter- 
tained of liis military enterprise. Yet he is not a 
C^eneral. I never saw but one Turk who, I tliouglit^ 
deserved &at eharaeteri I am not nlone in the 9 
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pinion. It is a geaeral belief iumoi^ ^m ^miS^m%B 
who have acted with me, that Haiaet^ IkisluKW pes* 
sesses talents au^ctent for our purposes. As evidtnee 
of this, every one of them is not only willing, hntmo^ 
licitous to pursue the expedition. With Mek aids 
as 1 have mentioned to be thought reqnt^le, w<$ 
could at once break up the enemy^s camp in imv 
front, and open our way, without further consideiMu 
ble impediments, to the gates of Tripoli. The ene* 
my is aware of this ; and is endeavoring to outgeii* 
enl us. His camp is abroad ; of course his defeiica 
is weakened at the Capital. The total defeat of hit 
forces here would be a fatal blow to his intemite *: 
to recal thera would be to abandon the provinces of 
Berne and Bengazi ; but to remove the enemy i^ea? 
him by pacification, he may safely turn all his re*- 
sources against his rival : and, when 0tkte relieved 
from tlus danger, we shall again undoubtedly faa^n^, 
experiences of his respect to treaty. 1 an saswi- 
cious that the Spanish Consul has an influeoee in Jo* 
seph Bashaw's measures. If my recollectiM «ervea 
me, he was accused by our late Consul, Mr. Gath- 
cart, of advising the war. I recollect perfectly weH 
hearing him assert, at Tunis, in December, 180i> 
that the •ilmencans miscalculated if they thought of 
forcing a peace ucithout paning for it. National 
shame, perhaps interest^ and individual pride^ engi^ 
ed him to favor such an issue of the war : he is sala 
to be the confidential man of the Bashaw. I am a* 
fraid one important consideration has been overlook- 
ed in the arrangements lately adopted by Mr. Lear : 
the danger of falling back to an irrecoverable dis* 
iance ; m case of failure of the negociation commenc- 
ed by him, and at the same time the abandonment of 
the advantageous ground we bold here : it would 
certainly have a tendency to unite the kingdom of 
Tripoli against us, and possibly encourage the whole 
coast of fiarbary to aggi'ession : or, should it even 
transpire that the evacuation of this post had been 
recommended, it would certainly have an unfavoi-a- 
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lile iaiuiice on the penditig negociation. Another 
cendderation is involved^ which cannot but wound 
ike pride of mHitary principles : we must strike i»he' 
fiftg of our country here, in presence of an enemy, 
viw faa^e not merited the triumph; and yield to 
tk^ni the hcmor of a Victory which no encounter hith-: 
erto has given them a right to claim nor reason to ex-' 
peet : certainly they, and perhaps the world, will 
plsce:an unjust construction on this^etreat. At any 
rate it is a retreat ; and a retreat of Americans ! If 
individual feeling were alone to be consulted in this 
aitaatton, it would prefer a manly defeat to this mode 
of safety. The consequence to our national charac- 
ter would be more honorable. 

The burthen of exiience which must accrue from 
pmrming the cooperation, seems an insurmountable 
obstacle. I am apprehensive that the ultimate ex- 
peace of maintaining a peace with Joseph Bashaw, 
will be more barthenaome to the United States, than 
that accruing from this cooperation : besides it is cal- 
eulat^ that this eitpence tcill be reimbursed. It is 
insinuated to me that the Consul General is opposed 
to this measure. It is possible that he may have bet- 
ter information from whence to form an opinion of its 
issue, than we who have thus far accompanied the 
expedition; but it is not probable. Has he any agen- 
cy in the war ? — ^I cannot but still indulge the hope 
that additional instructions from government will ar- 
rive in season to enable you to furnish the means of 
prosecuting the cooperation to oft'ect, of chastisiug 
the temerity of our enemy, and of preventing the 
melancholy and disagreable evetits, wJiieh pt't*?fent 
appearances threaten. — You wiiuM vveep^ eiFj were 
you on the spot, to witness the uuhounded confidence' 
placed in the American character here, and to rctlect 
that this confidence must shortly sink into contempt 
and immortal hatred : you woufd feel that this coiifi- 
denee, at any price, should b't carried through the 
Barbary Regencies, at least to Tripoli, by the mnm 
means that it has been inspired liere, Bnt^ if no fur- 
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thcf aids come to omr assistaiice^ and we we eoffi^ell. 
ed to leave the place under its actual cireunifitaiFeM^ 
humanity itself must weep : the whole city ef Derme, 
together with numerous f amiltes of Arabs^ who wA- 
tached themselves to Hamet Bashaw^ and who lek 
sisted Joseph^s troops in expectation of succor frmn 
us^ must be abandoned to dieir fate : havoc a»d 
slaughter will be the inevitable consequence : mrt m 
soul of them caniftscape the savage vengeance of tfae 
enemy. In proceeding^ therefore^ thus far and ao 
farther^ instead of lendmg aids to the untotunate 
people whom we use as alUes^ and of whose entafttliMi 
we are actually profiting to our own exclusive htiio. 
fit^ we involve them in destruclioA ! Gould I basse 
apprehended this result of my exertions^ certainly no 
consideration would have prevailed on me to haM 
ta,ken an agency in a tragedy so manifestly fniu|^ 
with infn^e; so wounding to human fMliii|^ } 
and as I must view it^ so degrading ta ouriurilhvml 
hon3r. 

It is impossible/ though enjoined on me^ to My 
any thins farther to Hamet Bashaw of the Squaitmi 
. cooperating with him, after having been oftcially itt. 
formed^ that a negociation is opened with im brofh- 
er^ without so far considering his situation as taha^e 
agreed on a cessation of arms. The delusion is iU« 
ready carried too far. If it had not been our iirteii- 
tion to support him^ or at least to save him^ both 
honor and religion should have forbidden any eti* 
couragement to^ or use of him, It is said some pio- 
vifiions will be attempted in his favor in our peace 
stipulations ; this is, however/ to be left to conven- 
ience. But before this provision be definitely ar- 
ranged^ if at all^ and information of it received hare, 
no armistice being agreed on^ and this post desoted 
by us^ both himself and adherents may be cut in 
pieces by the enemy's army here^ and by such of bis 
own party as disappointment and rage will carry o. 
rer to them. 
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- TIradag ftf precQiii posture of aSurs therefore^ 
#ithef as elegible to our national honor and interests^ 
ar tiie sitoation of the Bashaw and people here^ I 
consider it due to the confidence orgoverumeut and 
a Ifond imposed by all the.injunctions of hamanity^ 
t^ endeavor to hold this post to the last moment, in 
viu^ies that some happy occurrence may take place to 
Aoeure our own and at the same time to assist the in- 
terests of our friends ; and I most derouliy pray hea- 
ireB^ that the blood of innocence may not stain the 
jfootsteps of US who have aimed only to fight the ene* 
mies of ow country. 

' June 8d. The enemy feinted another attack to- 
^ity by sending a detachment on the back of the 
lown^ w^ch was repelled with loss* Their object 
•eemed to aim at ascertaining the disposition of the 
inhabitants of the place ; these turned out to a man in 
view of them. Their main body halted at a safe 
<dti»tanee : and after some manoeuvering retired to 
tbeir. camp. Duripg the alarm, a detachment from 
ibegarri^on^ under command of laeut. O'Bannon pass- 
ed &ough town. Every body^ age and childhood, 
^iven women from their recluses shouted, ^^ Live the 
Ameriosns ! Long live our friends and protectors !" 
Hapless beings ! If they could descry the i^everse 
that probably awaits them, how justly would theit 
a^eclanmtions of confidence be turned to execrations ! 
June 5th. This morning a spy, a religious chiefs 
whom I had en^loyed to watch the enemy's motions, 
and who last night slept in their cam|>, reports that a 
eourier arrived yesterday, eleven days from Tripoli, 
with dispatches from the reigning Bashaw* to his 
Commander in Chief in this vicinity, stating his in- 
tentions of concluding a peace with the United States^ 
. which he was resolved to carry into effect, even if he 
sM his wardrobe ! After which he should know 
bow to dispose of his internal enemies. He enjoin- 
ed it on the commander to hold his position before 
this town, if possible, till the issue of this project of 
peace should be linown. The Mirabout chief added 
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that the Beys had it in coiitefl»platiett to p«^ofte'a& 
armistice to me. I shall meet such an overture^ if 
It should be offered^ until I re<;eive further adviee 
from head quarters. 

Eleven o'clock^ A! M. This morning came in two: 
deserters from the enemy^s camp, both £ievant Turka^ 
Ismien and Mahamet, a Ghoux and a Gheriff, car- - 
responding with the rank of Aid du Gamp and £a-s 
sign, who confirm the information before stated ; siid 
add that the Beys cannot prevail on their troops to 
attack this place under our battery, and guns of ib^ 
shipping ; but that they calculate on sacking the 
city, the moment we evacuate our posts. These. of- 
ficers put themselves under the protection of the Ar. 
merican flag, giving this reason for reference that 
they wished to get out of the kingdom or Tripolli 
and thought this a favorable occasion. They say 
Joseph Bashaw has about two hundred soldiers ia 
Tripoli, in whom he can place confidence, and three 
or four hundred .others, who are undisciplined and 
suspected. They declare that the people in gen^M^l 
of the kingdom expect with solicitud^ and impatience^ 
the approach of Uamet Bashaw, as they think him a^ 
good man, ^nd are weary of the madness and via^^ 
lence of his brother. 

Five o'clock, P. M. This afternoon an Arabic 
chief, Ab'd'el Selim, with a party of warriors came 
over to us : he brings a message from the principal 
Arab chief at camp, that he will come over to the 
Bashaw with his cavalry, amounting to. about one 
hundred and fifty, if he can have assurances that the 
Americans will not abandon him, in which case 
Joseph Bashaw would devour his family and lands. 
This chief asserts that the Bey of Bengazi, who is 
with the camp, is well disposed towards us ; and on* . 
ly ^vaits the arrival of our sunplies to declare him- 
self. 

Be assured. Sir, we only want cash and a few ma- 
rines to proceed to Tripoli^ and to meet yo» in the 
citadel of that piratical kennel for the lilM^ration of 
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oftr eaptfves. It would only occadion a delay of 
their release a few montbs^ their triumph will amply 
eompensate this dela^. 

" It is thought proper to dispatch the Hornet with 
these communications^ and hold ground here until 
your answer can be received. ^ 

June 9th Day before yesterday, Hodge Ismain 
,Bey, the ' second in command of the enemy^s army 
here, deserted with a few attendants and camels, took 
cvff the military chest and entered the desert for up- 
per Bgypt. This defection is said to have been caus- 
ed by his being charged with bad generalship in the 
afikir of the 13th ultimo. He commanded the cav- 
alry. 

June iith. Yesterday morning the enemy, having 
received fresh reinforcements of Aral^^^^ppeared in 
great numbers on the heights which overlook the 
town ; and moved along the site of the mountain for 
the space of two or three miles, apparently in search 
of some avenue to descend without being exposed to 
our cannon, but seemed irresolute. An accident 
brought on an engagement. The declivity of the 
mountain is a steep and uneven ledge of rocks, with 
only one pass where cavalry can move down ; and 
this about two miles and a half from the town. The 
plain below bordering on the sea about one mile in 
depth is calearious rock and red earth, very broken ; 
in many places of which the brass twelves could take 
effect, in others, impeded by ridges near the shore. 
About half way between the town and the pass of 
the mountain the Bashaw had posted a few cavalry 
to serve as videts. A detachment of the enemy, of ■ 
superior numbers, descended the pass with a view of/ 
cutting off this post ; but they were manfully resisted 
and repelled. Reinforcements of small parties joii;i- 
ed, and continued to join, on one side and the otheir, 
till about two o'clock, when the action became gen w- 
al. We were, little more than spectators of the sceaie^ 
The Argus, as often as the enemy were uncovcired 
from the ridges, galled them with her shot frorri heit 
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long twelves ; (fte84 %. cahmmttfes couM4toC reatsli) 
mud ¥re occaifiionajly tMrougbt one 'of our ^M pteeu 
to bear on them from our advanced battery ; but tin 
ire of the Hornet was lost by reason ^tf betting 
too near the shere^ the hi^ bluff of ivthidb eov«^ 
the enemy. Captain Hull, who liaid the fmveat ej^ 
imrtiHiity mf aseertaiinirg (t, judges there were five 
iboasaad men on the fieid. The engagement Isi^d 
Ibur hours -.^ough frequently ebirged the Saslniiir 
lost not an inch of ground. At kngtb die ^neirij 
^Ye way, mnd were pursued qufte to the pass of -H^ 
mountain, where a regard io safety eompeUed many 
4if them to quit Hieir horses^ wMch fSell into tibe biMtitlB 
of our friends. This action, though fought in ibe 
Barba:ry manner, was condoi^ed juidieioci^ on ^e 

Eart of the Bashaw, and the victory was decide^ 
is. The dumber of fak killed and woundf^ is be- 
tween fifty and six^ : am(mg the latter four of -bis 
principal (^cers. Some Ajrab women who catoeln 
from the enemy's camp thb morning, say the Beys 
lost between forty and fifty killed, and upwards (^ 
seventy wounded. If we could h^ve furnished Irot 
two hundred bayonets to aissist a cfcargeikndcut fb^ 
pass mi the mountain, not a horse should have esca§^ 
ed. Mr. O'Bannon was impatient to lead his marines 
and the Greeks, (about thirty eight in number) to tbe 
scene of action. This could not he done without 
leaving our post too defenceless in case of a. reverse : 
besides, I confess, I Imd doubts whether the meas- 
ures lately adopted by our commissioner of peace 
would justify me in acting offensively any longer in 
this quarter. Had the aids come forward seasonabijf 
which we hoped to receive here^ we might now have 
Veen at Cape JUbnsurat, and in fifteen days inQre:ai 
Tripoli. Head winds have detained the tloraet, 

a nd a gale last night took tlie Argus to sea : as «;oon 

a^ 1 she returns Captain Evans will be dispatched to 

he *d quarters. 

I have communicated, some days since, such pasts 

t)f die contents of your tetttt of tb^ nineteei^hxdlutto 
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mml xMmik ^ i<tai to Haaiet BaiBfaiMr; Ja^i »«ffr«»B^ 
. Ifcttt^ even with «i|)plies^ it wodld be ftrm^lesfi for Mm 
toiiittejn|it to pi>)(M tl^ wmr wiiii hie bxitfaer af- 

tl^.yeii thftll have witlid#a3fv^ jour if uedroii frdm 
flHi'45M8t ; btitr without MjppUee he m^Bi be left in a 
9iD0t fiMrlom situatkix ; for he een comnuitid ho re-^ 
MONsea here^ rnr can Im plaee any fiiith iii' provitf- 
iMB»whieh.ttay beetipdlatedwithhisbfotiberiii Ua' 
liaror^ iifliegs goarattteed b;^ the United SttKteg; Ke 
moptustieally ^tays that to abmion kint<h6re is not M 
k^ai^ 43Mf&ttlt(iA wUk km^ hui t^k hisrii^ f He 
wiiheB uft^ to tdce him oS in ease of a peaeis; I tarn 
eidremely anidoQg to kant the k»iie i»f ^ mj^ia- 



MM^tme^IkawiAehi9nerti)Ui 
n^h greii^ respeet and c(msiderifHon, 
/ Sir^ mmt mast oh^ient servant^ 

WlhUAM BATOIf. 
8Aii0£i. BaIibon, BsQ. Commander in chief sfth^ 
Unit^ States forces in tkeMeMterranecm. 



On hoari ike United SMes frigaie Gtm^aia- 
Hon, qff JBemey Jum iBih^ 1800^ 

JSxTRA^T : to GoHMODOiiB RotmERS^ then in com- 
mand of thfe Squadjeion;. 

SlRj 

AT eix o'clock^ P. M; of the eleventh 
Instant^ Gapt. Campbell anchored in this road ; at 
eight, sent offLientv Wedersrandt with yotir letter of 
fte sixths and CoL Lear's of the fifths announcing 
tibe eoncinsion of peace with Joseph Bashaw of Trip- 
4ili^ and^ eonseqnently^ requiring me to evacuate llus 
|iost ; and the next morning a letter from his own 
hand, advising me that his ship would receive my 
garrison^ Abont nine o^clock the Gaptain came oh 
ahore^ attended by a few of bis officers, whom I ^c- 
i emp iBied uato town*. I now eommtmica.ted to the 
46 
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fiHkftw the MWf bf pe*ce inolur lpiH;Miilt U* 
Wolher ; and the eonv^itiunj that his family #houl4 
be restored to him on eottdition of his qaietly witk^ 
drawing himself from th^ kingdom. He said he had 
90 safety bntin leaving the cimflitnr with psfagul 
even this would be impossible with, him and hazard*^ 
ous to us if the prqfeet should transpire before etmi^ 
ed into effeet : despair would drive his adherents, to: 
revenge and we taiust fall victint to k.^ I .cfmsei^. 
gently kept iip the idea of an attack on the enemyi 
an idea which bad been excited from a r^iort thai 
iSEunforcement$ iiad cxnne out in the frigate for this, 
purpose $ and accordingly sent ammunibon mid ex-* 
tra rations to be distributed among our Moorish ajttd 
Arab troopB/ and dispatched spies to ascertain the 
^netay's posHion. With Hnd same apparent view I 
inspected the garrison ; ordered them to be divested 
of all heavy baggage ; and to he held at their post in 
readiness to advance at the word. At eiglit in ib9 
eveniog I placed patrqles of B^4riaes.to sitop inter- 
course between the town and our post ; this was a 
usual precaution at this hour, with only the differ- 
encfe thftt on ordinary occasions this. du^ was doiu^. 
by rotine. In the mea^n time all the Constellation's^ 
bdats were laid along side our wharf* I ordered the' 
Captain of cannoniers to embark his comply with 
the field pieces. and a ten inch howitzer which fell in^ 
to our hands on the J37th April ; and after them the 
Greek company. This was executed with silence . 
and alacrity ; but with astonishments The marines 
remained at their posts. When the boats were se^n 
returning I sent a messenger to the Bashaw request*, 
ing an interview. Understandhig the purport of this 
niessage, be immediately repaired to the fort with 
his^ retinue ^ dismounted^ and embarked in the . 
boats. The marines followed with the Americaa 
efficei-s. When all were securely off, I stepped in- 
to a small boat which I had retained for the purpose^ 
and had just time to save my distance when i\y^ 
ritorc^ our camp;^ and the i^attery^ were croji de4 witlj^ 
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^^(iii^cf^ sBldie^y atffl popiilacc ; some calling 
on the Bashaw ; some on me ; some uttering 
^Atieks' ; some execrations ! Finding Ve were out or 
•*c{8tcb\*thcy fell upon our tents and horses^ which 
^weite kft standii^^ ; cawied them off, and prepared 
themselves for flight. My gainison, together with 
'^e Bashaw and suit, were all on hoard the Constel- 
lation abonttwo iii the morning. Before break of 
*^ay our Arabs were all off to the mountains, and 
with them such of the inhabitants of the town as had 
means to fly, taking away with them, every livin 
animal fit for subsidtenec 6r burthen which belongei 
tcr the place. This morning a Chaux from Tripoli, 
who came out in the frigate, went onshore under a 
flag of truce, and carried letters of amnesty from Jo- 
seplt'Biilhaw to thte people of Berne on condition of 
• ^eir iretumfng to allegiance. He stated, on his re- 
turn, that nothing but despair depicted itself in the 
visages of 'the f^few wretched inhabitants who remain- 
ed J 1fcati;hey rejected Joseph Bashaw's terms of 
p&,rd6Bl, declaring that they knew his perfidy too 
well to sulB^ themselves to be ensnared by it ; an^ 
HiAt they "were resolved to defend themselves to the 
last moment from thek terraces and walk of their 
liouses against his troops. It is to be hoped the pe« 
4i(iion they ha;ve t^ken may terminate in an accom- 
ittodation and save the tragedy that ^nenaces them. 
It is now twelve o'clock, and we see uo symptours 
of the enemy's troops advancing towards the town^ 
This, however, may be accounted for on other prin- 
jCiples than those of humanity or arrangement. On 
the arrival of the Constellation, the idea impressed 
itself on them also, that she brought troops and sup- 
plies ; in consequence of which, they decamped dis- 
orderly and retired wiHi precipitation to a post fifteen 
nilles in the rear towards the desert : k is possible 
they may not yet have heard of our eyacuaflon. In 
i9L few minutes more we shall lose sight of this devot- 
ed city, which has experienced as strange a reverse 
ia 80 short a time as ever wad seeorded ia tlie disne- 
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piwpecte M^ an <aby«i of hop^«« wfttcMnwf . 
Six Jbeimiup the fspepiiy were M^^ gnfyif tff^ 
ilieiii by il^ ; tim juHMnt wip4wp «)ijie«i f]|D|^.«mpi 
linto the huidU oC ibelr eneiiiy ^ ibf m otW ecipie l^pl 
ioQmiielieoiifl4eii^iBa»| i , < 

llie iiutii<^ whose fmti^e we hwe wirroiypBiriri 
that fkr^ experieiims a revefse af 8trUu>6* H)». fails 
Iram theiBMt tatteriiig.pfiiNveete'Qf |i. M^plpff^j^ 

Col. Lb4R to Gbit. ipUTONa 

IN ixmapqwaoe of a HfWMfliitatiaii 
made to me l^ ComniodOTe itarron^ that tike yviss^ 
was a faronUe iBoaie«t fyf of to ^pter wtq-ft pi$gMi. 
ationwithtibe Basfaiuw of TnpolU aiid i^y ips^^ 
ttoM leftving it to thfv jtt^gnimt of the ^ OoinwmiRJw 
of oor fiirees jn tYmntA^ to^^ytegp ine tho'pii^ierjtttfof 
for sach on ^ttemikt^ I Tepaireil 4pfftlii» ptooe. ff|i Unb 
SBOth ultmo, in the Uoil^d fttntes Irisi^ JSpie^, «piM 
immefliatel^ «peiied a eottwuiieitiPA with t|i^ 
Baehaw. Hi» diBiMtids w^ic^ ao&jOOO deUiHrs fcr 
peaec and mnaon^ aad the ^t^^tsty^^idia mirpaet^ tif 
all the Tf^lmea ia tmrposteMw^ mit^n$ri!pm&^ 
ef all their pro|ierty ; These tems were at onee bq- 
j^eted in toto ; aad olteraome diseosuslqio^ I pr^cH^r 
ed^ as the ultimatuia^ that a tmitaal 4di]if^igr of fgU- 
oilers should take place^ and as he had ^. halaaeaef 
V/iMe titan two hundred in bis favor^ I .woold ^e 
him 60^000 dollars for them; hut not a eent fyf 
peace^ which shonld he made m tmriofi of the moat 
favored nation with who^ he lias a treatsr^ and* 
reguktioQ isesp^eting prisoA^PS^ if a fittwe wffx 
Qhooidtahe plaee between onr imlHms. And^in 
order to prevent any fruitless altenu^on^ X -deckareji 
2 woold not go (m fixture to cMOf^ete the business lin- 
i^ %e«e terti^a w«m fofcniaUj aemded to. Tkn 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aEpi. s«w»N. flip 

Hoii witk the shore^ ivhich {nrotm^^ 4be.«iifQiie|y«i 
i«f^liM^i|N|ett«nii«lfM ftiil tlie Sii inii^ wto| <^ wem 

lately :wtei<itii9b«rer«iid Ml S# b9wr9<ftiLifce :affie«p 

i» boiurd the ships. ^ . ; .1 

I IjpiiAthn^ ih^fc^wiji Imwfifs^iA our few Coini. 
trymen at Derne^ >anA4he ildw tiiitt ive had a laree 
i^ooM.Md isiausMswippyw iil^4hatplace^ had made 
a ds^. inpniiisnoil iim the j^ashaw. I kept up that 
idtear 11^ en^tLipMiiyfk0i9k tfieiiee^ to make im a?- 
jrasgematit^ iliifoMU^v to.^Jhis t)r^||^, whojt althoadt 
not found to be the man whom many had supposed^ 
was y«t\etttM0d iter ^^fme^fawMild^^ frf W ij»- But 
1 fonnd that this was impraetieable^ and that^ if per- 
mk^ in^ mmAA 4i^ Mm into measures whieh 
lW#t pm»efttfaltoi9^ his power, 

j^ ^ hi wwftia *ngi^^ ipf ,f3Qume> thllt ^n tb? c^^yielAiifMi 
^fiiMtf^ «ira (ifamldTWitbilm nil /Mir fowefs aii4 
mipplies from Berne lUid^her puts oi his d^WMI^ 
'kmsi-'mti ibe JBiM#^w imiiige^ tM4f ¥« J^wtiier 
/ipathdfntws Ui|is^ i|a«Q[tly.fr0m hh dominionfj^ ]# 
«#i^fe^«i«d faswly ^mA i^ i^ftftftl t« jhim. This ip 
^11 tibii^)Cimld.faedeiHi> «iid { hav^ i^ im^ but th?; 
iP^#^ Stfi^s *ili, if i^rnvsmp fim^^Mm i^^ »M- 
m^^fmw eiigiUe^M ^ j^ in which he yfm fv^m^* 

Z 'pf«jsiiMs thsi Itog before thkii^ehe^ y^U, (if U 
^wld find fQ» at Ikm^^ yo^ will ha^g. fecipive4 
Oommodore Barron's letters h; ^ sloc^ Eornel^ 
whieh convey his sentinoii&nts .Q.qd instrnettnii^ fully 
an this subject. In consequence of a continuftneei^f 
his iU health he has resigned the commAipid of our 
^S^uadi!Q9 in this vsea^ to John Rodgers^^ Esq. ^e i^. 
mr mxt in seAiovity t^ himself^ who sejids iroQi this 
plaoerthe United Btsi(es;feigq.tet GoustellaiiQn^ C^. 
•Ga«^hell^ with this letif^r and his dispatches. ^ 

;Tiie Biisha^ has iieqa^sted that a Clious- may he 
Ipern^ttted tog;oiii tl^e fi^gjate to Oeme^ wiio will pot 
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Uad i hat merely vend on ikof« letteM ftrnt the 
BnriiaWy and tetem inlUiefUgate to tkeput^to "wMA 
^«1m may be deithied. 

I prw- yon wiH aee^ yenveelf^ ttd f leMA^io 

Mr. O^Bi^fm^ and om teaye eoantrymeii<^ with ^Mi, 

my sineere eoB8;ratiilalioiig en uevent i^hieii '^war 

'and their kerme bravery hae tended' to render 'so 

hoBOwMe to joor eomtry. 

WiA constderatkn mii esUem, 
IkaPBthehaMrtobe^ 
Atr^ mur nuwf ofeiltmt^tfirtwnfc 
TOBIAS USiA. 
€)ammiB§wner i^f Me UniM Slmtm^ fm^ ne^ockOi^ 
mfeace with ike Btukmo of TrvptAu 

JBatTBACT to iheSBCSETAET of ^ Natt. 

BfFwnM^ Mf %ih, idOS. 
I H AVE the heteor to ineloM^ bei«#Mi^ 
tsopies of 9^ eommuiiieatioBs to tbe ^Gonmioiijtew 
aince I left Egypt By flie next oeeaeiiHi skidl gi^ 
tte eorre«9pottdeBee» . 

Icaniietbatthkik oar padMfeetita kto^biea t«o 
mneh precipitated. Wu it eoniempkted that oo 
farmimbiea squmimom thoold be sent urto thkeeato 
negaemte ivithtat ahMnMttae^befote^ the ^nemy'g 
* port P Sadi is the/ae» / Kit had only appeared off 
the phiee^ I have no doubt the ejDK^t woidd iMtre been 
a peace wWumtmMey. If it had goaa kuto Tigoruus 
cooperations^ Joseph Bashaw must Iwmreeigned at 
discretion f or amml himself by fiight .* he was caiea- 
lating more on this than on i/fenee. But we have 
peaeel 

The whole expencc of my expedtUon in eash a- 
imonntsto 830408 98 eentsy payment of troopi^ in- 
cluded. As soon as I canefect a full setilemMt^ 
my accounts will be transmitted. It will be neces- 
«iary to negociate hills on your department, in <ffder 
to enable me to do this^ to the amonnt ^ H^^OSS 98. 
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[ jji^^fiZer tQ gii^e the reatUr ^grmmia efdimgree^ 
. ment.he^e^n Geh. Eaton^ imf Com* Barron^^ 
r.imiitdfo* Lbab^ AefoUowing hUBT9 ami fsfftract^ 
Wte BukmitUd. The reader wiU partwularly at*^ 
; tend to ike dateSf aanA &e secret verbal orders of 
Cg^.l^mol!if ih^ original ofwhick is attested 
in the hand writjinf; of Cs,fi. Hvu^ sjoAQfm^ 
. Eatjw*] 

Verbal orders of Gommodore Babrok^ to Captain 

Bxjuhy of the United States brig Argna^ in pres- 

.^e^^Ojof &m Ujidfira^ed^ ^m board the JPiiEai- 

DENT, 

Sept. iSth, iSm. 
Sir, 

THE wrMen orders^ I here hand yAn, 
tch proceed to the pti^t pt Aleicandria or Smyrna for'- 
ti^. ppirpiMof convoying to Malta any/resaela ym 
may find tbeve^ xm iirfended to disgrnae- the real ob* 
ject of your expedition ; which is to moeeed with 
Mr* Satom to Aleaum^ria in search of Mam^ Bash- 
aw, .the rival brottiar and le^timate Severe^ of th^ 
reigning Bashaw of Tripoli ; and to convey him and 
his suit to Derne or such other place on tiie coast as 
may be detfmnined the most proper ibr oOoperatilig> 
with the naval force under my command against the 
commc«t enemy : or^ if more agreeable to him^ to^ 
bring him to like before Tri]»oli. 

Should Hamet Bashaw not be found at Alexan-< 
drla^ you have the discretion to proceed to any other 
place for him where the safety of your ship can be,< 
• in your opinion^ relied upon. 

The B;ishaw may be assured of the support of my 
sq^dron at Bengazi or Berne ; where you are at 
lilH&rty to pnt iu, if required^ and if it can l,e done 
Without too peat risque. And you may as&are him 
also that I will take ti^e m^t effectual measures with 
the forces under my command for cooperating with 
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Mm agUBcC dM marptt. Ms brotfaer ; tadfitrrHttlMk^ 
Umn^ Tim Ai lit f«^«»«r ^^r^oU^ iMOk^bi 
wmto tatthji e0lB«ft wMlk MA are cbfli(tei(«i» tke £s. 
tiHjtioiF wMi wMsh Mr. BAitnii Is^viiiicil fc^tiift 

jf/^.»* S ISAAC »i;l];^ ►. :. . 

BxTBACT from the mgtraetioM <rfihe ^A^virfff^ 
PARTM&KT to CoMKoooRB Baiiroh^ eomnnimoat^ 
0dl^Bjiks<»rti]ffiAlNii^. . * ;T 

'^ WITS reiipiici to tHe^ Sx^Bulunr ^l 
Tripoli, we have no objeetioB to ydw avaaliB^ y^iys- 
self of his eoopeimtioii wi& you agftinst Tripoli^ if 
you ahtf H^ updh it f tdl view of the «ul^et after yrac 
arrival upou the statkiB, eousider his csnopdiatiuBa 
iM^^ttiiB^ Tfa^ «idi9«et) is Mnnsited entirely ta 

£nr4isewttoir. Iir siMBb an ef^eM^ yhnt will^ M .in 
He?e4^ ilHd Mr. Sat^ eittMn^y tkaeftil to iJsW 
(The sttm apprapriated to ihto ol^ 880^000^) 

C> This line inclosed hi the pairefithiftsitf id nefc to 
the Gomniodore^s ini^truettons. Jfkl& kg Eaton^ 

: Bif«A&ts from Com. BARttbK to &fcN. £a«ok. 

I Cannot but t^pland tbeenei^ 
ahd perseverance that has tharacterized youl* progf> 
ress through a seriei^ of perplexing and discoura^g 
^Aeulties^ lb the attainment of the object of your A- 
search ; an attainment which I am d&posed to cost- 
sidfer as a fait j^Te^ge of f^iture auceeaa. On re- 
ceipt of these communications, I did not lose « mo- 
ment in tnaking the necessary arrangemento for 
sending you 8uecors> and 1 now dispatch the Ai^s 
brig) with the sloop under her wnvoy, carrying a 
variety of stores and provistons atcor^feiq^to the ac- 
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f^diiipaftyihg.lijit Capi Hull w9l slntpe Us eomie ' 
^ireet for Boiiite where ke cftkulatee m ftbtdiiig jwk, 
with:fhe Bft9liftw ftnd kisacmy^ and whe^e hi^. mpr 
podea yon 'will ibake a standi I hate'dkeeic^d hifl». 
to tieliver these stores tojrou^ to be applied as .your 
discretion may direct; He has hho under his charge 
a ium in sp^ie aibountifig to stVen thousand dollars^ 
which islikiswise to be placed at your disposal. 
By the time tiiese vessels establish a communi^tiott * 
with yony yon will have been enabled to form a etm* 
i^ct opinion as to the prospect of Mltinmtei 9ucce8e / 
and thence to estimate the advantages likely to re*' 
c^D^tto on^affitifefromtlus coof^ration.; and lathis, 
ogpinton yon inust be f^venied in the application of 
^e succors^ Should yon have encountered nnexr 
jpected difflenlties which place the chanees of sncees^i 
upon more than pre0artons groiHid^, your own prun 
denc6 will suggest the propriety of not comnptti]^ 
^se supplies atid the mi^tiey iincontroledly to tlu^ 
|rower^f the Bashaw^ Indeed in ih€ point of vj^ 
in which I regard the tiieasnnes already porsned, aqi 
well as the subject of cooperation generally^ J con- 
ceive you ought to tread wilih;tfae utmost circnmi^ec^ 
tion. 

Ton must be * sensible Siry that in giving their 
sanction to a cooperation with the exiled Bash&w^ 
government did hot contemplate the measure as 
leading necessarily and absolutely to a reinstate^ 
ment of that Prince in his rights on the Regency of 
Tripoli : they appear to have viewed the cooperation 
lA question as a means^ which^ provided there exist- 
ed energy and enterprise in the Bxile^ and attach- 
ment to his person on the part of his former subjects, 
might be employed to the common furtherance and 
advantage of his claims and of our canse, but with- 
ottt meaning to fetter themselves by any specific or 
definite attainment as an end, as the tenor of my in- 
strurtions (whereof inclosed is an extract) and the 
limited sum appropriated for that special purpose, 
cle arly demonstrate. I fear by the Convention y6ii. 
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were ftbeiii td ent^r into wUIr Hamet^ and by fte 
complexion of other inearares that a wider irange 
may have be^n taken than is c^ndiBtent^ with the 
powers Tested in me for that particular objeet. 

The eottsecpienees involved in sueh an engage. 
Aent eannot bnt strike you forcibly, and a general 
view of our sitnation in rektion to the reigning Bash- 
aW; and our unfortunate countrymen in 'Tripoli^ wilt 
be snfficient to mark its inexpedteney. I shall con'sid* 
er it my duty, as it certainly is my inclination^ to af* 
ford you every aid compatible with Ae author!^ 
vested in me, and commensurate with the meant 
placed at my disposal ; and you m%.Ydejpend upon the 
most active and trigorous support from the sqixadro)^ 
as soon as the season and our arrangements will per- 
adt us to appear in force before the enemy's walls j[ 
but I wish yo^ to understand, that no guarantee or 
engagement to the exiled Prince, whose cause^ 1 re^ 
peat It, We are only favoring as the instrument to an 
attainment, and not in itself an object, must be held to 
stand in the way of otir acquiescence to any honora- 
ble and advantageous terms of accommodation which 
the preseift Bashaw may be induced to propose. 

It is impossible for me to comply with your requi-^ 
sitton for olte hundred marines to be sent to the 
coast. Such a step in the present posture of affairs, 
far exceeds my powers ; and, besides, we are in 
want of handsj* I could not ftel myself justifiable in 
detaching so considerable force from the squadron. 

I should be wanting injustice to you Bir, as well 
as to the officers who have thus far shared your toils 
and dangers, were I not to express my full reliance 
upon your courage, energy and perseverance, ajsf 
well as my ardent desire that your most sanguine' 
expectations may be realized. The observations^ 
which I here convey to you are far from being intend- 
ed to coolyonr xealy or discourage your expectations, 
but they are what I conceive it tecessaiy to make;, 
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iMdI djf m^ from jae liy the {lai^ iMiteg.of 4«^ ;, 
Siijicl 93 ^ucby permit me to reepmmead them to your, 
cMm and candid coQ9idet*$.tian/aiid reqjiest you will 
make them the jsu^j^ict of conversatioQ with Captiua, 
ipigUi who is fully posiiea^ed of my sentiments. A^ 
ill enterprizi^ ^imil^r to that in which you are en-r 
gaged^ much 19 left^ fortune^ so also^ much is de- 
MiStdeuton the operation of circumstances. Tdif^m^ 
%e impopriety oftgiv^jfOM' lidu^n with msitim in- 
9irnttioM. Many tbing^ must necessarily occur, in 
which your judgment and discretion alone caa be. 
your guide : and indeed your furtjber proceedings 
will .depend m^ completely xxpon events and drcuqi- 
statoc^s^ impossible for me to estimate or foresee, that 
I must consider myself ratlier a$ yowr cQunsellor 
fban yovir director. . . \ 

.... . . { 

Com, Barbok to Gen. Eaton 

Malta, May i% 1805. 
Sir, . 

BY the Hornet sloop, which arrived 
in this harbor on the l6th inst (having had a tediousi 
l^assage,} I had the honor to receive your dispatches 
of the a9th ultimo and 1st inst announcing the cap* 
tare of De^ne, after a contest, in which, permit me t6 
observe, that your conduct and that of your compaur 
Ions in Arms wiU not discredit the character which 
our countrymen have established among the nationn 
of Barbary. 

I have perused with deserved attention the argUt 
ments. and reasons adduced in your letter of the i^% 
on the subject of pursuing the cooperation with 
Sidi Hamet Bashaw. Being myself still too weak 
for ihe^ exertion of letter writing, and my secretary 
writing with difficulty, owing to an inflamation in his 
eyes, it is impossible for me to enter into a lengthy 
reply ; nor does it indeed appear necessary ; the busi- 
ness is now arrived at that point, where if the Ex« 
Bashaw, after bdng put in possession of Berne, his 
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tst is sliid to b4 the most powerful, has not in fann^ 
self energy and talent^ and is so destitate of mews 
and resourses> as not to be aMe to move on' with%n^ 
eessfnl progress, seisonded by oar nayal force aeMng 
on the cbadt, be must be heM as unworthy of furflic* 
support; and the eoop^nrtioa as a nieasure too expen* 
sive and buithensone, and too It^e pregdaitt wi& 
hope 01^ advantage, to justify its farmer proseeution ; 
for, urhiUever, Sir, msty have been once the ji^entiotts 
of government on tUs subject, and whatever yiMtr 
ideas toucMng those inteniions^ I £sel that I havt 
already gone to the full extent of my ailthwky; 
My instmetbns from the navy departnw^ on tms 
particular pomt with which you are not im»oquaiHt- 
ed, fall very short of that unlimited discretkm. weA 
|K>wer €ii application as relates to funds insisted o^ 
myour communications, and are totally silent w^ 
regard to the quantity and description of stores and 
suppUes wfai^ you mention to have been in the con- 
templation of government to furnish to tha Bashaw ; 
hence yofu will be li^nstUer that without taking a hA- 
itude that must involve me in a sum of re^ponsaliiii. 
ty, which it were the ex^me of imprudence and 
rashness to encounter, I cannot proceed fustfaer. 
Independent of this consideration It may not be km- 
prop^ to state that I hav6 not at my disposal funds 
sulicient to meet the large sums which i^ceon^g 4o 
yom* calculatiimip would be rehired to pursue the 
plan with eflfect. 

Witih respect to any en^igements to Bidi Hamet, 
I cannot consider them as definite or specific. By 
our resouree4^ and by your enter^ize and valor we 
have placed him at the pcKit from whence he was 
driven when first he solicited the aid and «ipp<nrt of 
our arms, and in ^^the most valuable province of 
Tripoli :'^ in performing which, I conceive we have 
fulfiled ei'ery pledge, and that he can nei Aer chai^ 
lis with bad faith in our engagements or with i»ii]m- 
Itec towards himself. This want of tlMse jgBftl|fies 
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so ^MiWKI in tlie eharasdf^ bfa^fsetttaMi^^ tmi t^ 
pecially to a Prince^ contending for bis throne^ is a 
g^ions obstacle to tUe advancement of his cause; 
not to be surmounted even by the existence an4 mail«^ 
fy exertion of them in thbse about his J^erson. Bat 
it ia certainly what lire hiad Ho right to anticipate and 
at ill less to suppose^ that wh^ti master of the ftnert 
l^rovince in his kihgdoim^ where his influence is great*, 
est and his adher^ts most nummrons, '^ his situation 
would not be materially aller^/^ and himself as 
destitute of means to carry on the contest as when 
brought from his exile in Egypt In short^srSir^ the 
natter reduces itself to this* : We are read^ and wil- 
ling to suroort the the Bashaw by an uni^n of oj^rA* 
tiiMMhimtm coast so long as the wtt with T^poK 
eontinnes^ but his Excellency must be expliiutly in-* 

' formed tmit our supplies of money^ arms and provit- 
ions are at an end and that he must now depend upott 
Jhs own resources and exertions. This dttermina- 
tion will suggest to you and your eomi-ades that line 
of conduct most prudent to be adopted in the pres^ 
postare irf affairs. I have lost no time in dlspatchifl^ 
the Hornet with a supply of provisions for the crews 
ci the Argus and Nairtikis^ and the Christians under 
your command^ aiid I hope she will arrive in time to 
pore vent your sulfip^ring from want 

I have now to acquaint you with an oecurreBce in 
onr affitira interesting in itself and momentous as re- 
lates to your situation. In consequence of recent 
advices from Tripoli, I have thought it my duty to 
state to the Consul General, Col. I^ear, (now at this 
place) my candM opinion that the present is a mo- 
ment highly favorable to treat for peace and a com- 
. inuQication has just been handed me from timt gentle- 
man expressing his determination to meet the over- 
tures lately made by the reigning Bashaw, so far as 
to found on it tiie commemcement of a negoeiation, 

I and to proceed to Tripoli in the Essex Frigate, in the 
course of this week. From a variety of concurring 

I circumstances the present period appears propitious 
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to mtth a step ; and I caaaot be^ tsJhi|||qK^ wa- 

mine hopes that a veiy short time wHl restore CapL, 
]patebric^e and his unfortunate comrades to freedom 
and tl^ir country. It would be needless for me ta 
9ay any thhig cm the effect which this measure must 
feeds have on your situation and deteradnations ;, 
it ii a measure which was anticipated in my letter to 
yon by Gapt. flull^ and as sQch the intelligence of |t 
KiU not Iji^^^ume reach you unprepared. The in- 
tc^e$ts of Sidi Hamet will not be overlooked v it im 
wi^h GoL Lear's express sanction that I mention bit 
mtentioQi to endeavor at stipulating some conditioQn^ 
H>t the unfortunate Exile, provided thm can he done 
without giving up poinds that are essf^itial, and with- 
Ant any ^widet^tbie sacrifice of qatumal advantagi^ 
on oiir p«rt. 

: I hav£ sent by liieut. Evans SOOO Bpamsh dollarr 
which he is directed to deliver to you or to Capt« 
HulU this sum will serve to extinguish any Uttle en« 
ga^ements you may have contracted at Dernt^. 
t i am extremely anxious for further intelligence 
fitWi you and remain with much respect and consid* 
er«4ion^ 

' Sir^ your mmt obedient 

r and knmble Mervtmtf 

SAMUEL BAEEON. 



Un^Hed Sitatea Brigj Argus. 

Deme^ June 4ihy 1805. 
Sis, 

I HAVE the honor to inclose you a 
copy of my orders by the Hornet, Lieut. Evans^ 
ifrom Samuel Barron, Esq. Gommanderinchief of the 
United States Squadron in the Mediterranean, hj 
which 3rou will be informed that the United Stater 
vessels under my command are to leave thiis coast for 
^racuse as soon as the necessaiy aitangemeiUfl can 
be madie for that purpose. 
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I liAve llieir^ore to infoiriii you tbltt tlie Argiis i|.Qd[ 
^ornet are ready for sea and in readiness to reeeivei 
Jrou and the men under your command on board at 
any moment that you inforin me of your intebtions to 
abandon your post, and a favorable opportunity of^ 
fers to take you otf. 

I arn Sir^ as alway»f 
yours sincerely^ 
ISAAC HOtL. 
William Baton, Esq. 

* ' ' 

\ Demey June bihy 180$< 

Sir, 

I THINE the tenure of this post so im* 

gortant to the issue of the negodation now sending 
etween the United State? and the reigning ISashaw 
of Tiripoli, that I cannot reconcile it to a sense of du- 
ty to evacuate it^ except compelled by imperiDus cir- 
eumi^timces, until the result of that negociation be 
known, or further advices received frcmi the Coq|- 
mander in chief of the United States Squadron in the 
Mediterranean. I shall therefore wait a reasonable 
time for the return of the Nautilus, which is daily 
expected from head quarters. 

I amy 8Cc. 
WILLIAM lEATON. 
Capt. I9AAC Hull. 



United States Frigate^ Constitutiony 

off Tripoli, June 9thyiS06. 

Sir, 

ALTHOUGH I do not expect this wM 
find you at Derne^ conceiving you have evacuated ,f^ 
that place agreeable to Commodore Barron^s last ad-/^ 
vices to you by the United States sloop Hornet, yet 
as it is not impossible some unforeseen circumstance 
may have delayed your compliance with his advices, 
I have thought it advisable to send the Gonstellalion^ 
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Capt H. Gi Csmphfillf to apprize yon ^f pe«^ }iav- 
ilig been coneluded between the United States and 
the Joseph Bashaw of TripoU on l^e 3d in9t»: aa^ 
have to desire that no farther hostilities by the forces 
of the United States foe eommitted against the said 
Joseph Bashaw^ bis subjects^ or don^inions^ and that 
yon evacuate and withdraw our forces from Deme^ 
or whatever part of his territory this may find yon a- 
greeable t^ the en(;1osed articles of stipulation be- 
tween Tobias Lear^ Esq. Gonsnl General for .^jgiers^ 
and Commissioner of peace on the part of the l^ited 
States and the said Joseph Bashaw of Tripoli* 
I have the honor to bej 
tcith great respect, 

Jotvr oheMent servant, 
OHN ROpeERS. 
Vommandingf in chief, the United Stated 
H^mdron in ihe Mediterranean^ * 
WiLi^iAM IEatqn, Esq. /feme. 



To TUP HdKOHABLE tSrECRETAKY OF THE NaVY 0¥ 

THE United States. 

Jit sea, Mediterranean^ August 9th, 1805^ 

: Sib, - 

I HAVE now the honor herewith to for- 
ward copies of the correspondences promised in my 
letter of 6th ultimo. A view of the transactions and 
the <;ircumstances in which these correspondenees o- 
riginated, give rise to some remarks and observa- 
tions which I shall submit with candor and frank- 
ness. 
. When it was determined by Commodore Barron 
to cooperate with Hamet Bashaw, though the Com- 
modore then expressed his doubts concerning an im- 
plied discretion in your instructions for applications 
of supplies to this object^ no idea was suggested of 
making this cooperation an instrument onJ^ to the 
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attaiiiDlent of [leace with the reining Buhiiw of . 
"Tpripoli : nothing was then talked of but cha&tis$e- 
meat The examples of Commodore Preble, then 
reeenir and conspicuoud, inspired the relieving squads ^ 
T4^ti with an ambition and a confidence, equalled on- 
ly by their paltriotism ; insomuch that it seemed to be 
iregpetted the space- of a winter must intervene before 
they eoald be brought to the theatre of action. Peace 
was avowedly an object secondary to national honor 
Attd individual applause : of course every measure. 
vfMis adopted and every mean embraced, which seem- 
^ to favor those primary objects ; and the. earliest! 
occasion of the ensuing season was to give an impost 
lug lesson to the furtive pride of Barbary. With- 
these impreai^on^ Gommodore Preble returned home 
under eUga^ments with his successor to give his in- 
fluence with the government for hastening forward 
such additional aids as the expedition would re* 
quire ; and with th,e same impression%I was sent to 
Egypt, with entire discretion of using means to 
bring Hamet Bashaw on the rear of the enemy. 
Commodore Preble executed his commission with 
the exisictness and dispatch wliich mark his charae* 
ter ; and I have the coilsciousness of not having 
been indolent in my endeavors to acquit myself of the 
trust confided to me. Both from one quarter and the 
other, measures succeeded beyond the calculation of 
the iiaost sanguine expeetation. And never did a 
season for decisive operations open with more flatter- 
ing prospects of success than this in which it hm 
been determined that a flag of truce, instead of oUr 
squadron, should be displayed to the enemy^s view. 
The. result is well known— but it is so foreign to 
what we calculated here — and to what, it is believ- 
ed, was expected by the government and people of 
the United States that apologies are sought to parry 
tlie censure and do away the disappointment to 
which this result cannot but give birth. Among 
these subterfuges I am charged of having gone too 
far — of having exceeded the intentions of govern- 
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ment-^Hx^ofhavui^ shaped to mi^lf fwqfwtB* tk€ 
end of which could not be foreseen. 

If flBding out the object of my researches and mov-r 
iiig understandingly with him a^ast Hie enemy be 
to exceed tbeintentioos of governmeat^ 1 may have 
gone too far. Admitting this^ I have not penetration 
enough to comprehend how it could have obstruej|i4 
offensive operations in other quarters. As io projecta 
none were new shaped^ on my part^ after I left hend 
quarters. : hut at what period the project took shape 
of resting, the whole expectations of oar country on 
the instrumentality of the hapless Hanct Bsabaw fat 
tiie attainment of peace, I know not ; presume, hew-^ 
ever,' it was not till Commodore Barron 4ispiiired of 
recovering his lieallh in season for activity, and nel 
until a man,' who had no authorized agency in the 
war, had intruded himself into his coimdence and 
gained an ascendency over his^ resolutions.. The 
line of condu(^ pursued at head quarters^ and th^ 
communications from that quarter to the ecmst, estab- 
lish the fact that such a project had superceded our 
original plans ; and the event proves it to have been 
carried into effect. 

In the Gommodore^s letter to Hamet Bashaw elat- 
ed Malta, 81 st March, he expresses himself — 

^^ With great satisfaction I have received from 
Mr. Eaton the inteUigence of your junction with 
him, and of the measures you Intd adopted to com- 
mence your march towards Derne/^ &c^ 

^^ No sooner did! teceiye this intelligence tl^in I 
made every exertion to collect the succors requirei 
In your letter.^^ &c.-— 

Here is not only an explicit and clear sauetion te 
all we had done, but also an unequivocal assurance 
of dispositions made on the part of the ConumKlore to 
furnish the succors required by Hamet BasbawV 
letter for prosecuting a plan of cooperation. Bu t 
these succors were what the Bashaw had always 
required. If therefore I should, from any induce- 
ment, have carried a different knguage to him how 
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jiiitfytBaglit-faehave saspeeted me of a disposition 
to raise impediments to liis progress ; and more espe- 
eMly as the whole tenor of the Commodore's letter 
goes to encoarage his expectations ? If the Commo- 
dore requires me to become the interpreter of this let- 
ter, how inconsistent, nay how treacherous would he 
make himself and me appear by translating also an- 
other from his own hand clearly expressing his real 
intentions to be only to lead the Bashaw forward as 
EH instrnment / I could not but hope that returning 
•strength, or some candid adviser would restore the 
Gommodore to resolutions more worthy of liis own 
and the dignity of his country. 

On the day next succeeding the dateoF his letter 
from the same place the Commodore writes me. 

^^ I cannot but applaud the energy and persever- 
ance that has charactmzed your progress through a 
series of perplexing and discouraging difficulties to 
the attainment of the object of your research — an at- 
tainment which I am disposed to consider as a fak 
presage to Aitare success— ^'^ 

Success in what ? T^he cooperation- ! In what 
manner ? This is explained by the Commodore's re- 
iterated resolution to withhold his sanction from any 
specific or definite engagement with Hamost Bashaw, 
and by his unqualified confession of our views in 
^kvoring the cause of the eanled Prince as an in- 
^etif^iment enhf t& the attainment of an object ; that this 
abject 4s a separate peace with his rival; and that, 
tiiis object obtained, we would withdraw from him 
our succor. — 

Struck himself witii the discoura^ng and dishon- 
orable conditions here imposed of what he calls u co- 
operation J he adds by way of injunction — 

^^ You will not however conclude that these con- 
siderations, important and necessary as they are, 
ought to induce n^ at once to abandon the benefits 
whicti the measures you have adopted seem to prom- 
i«e.*^ &C. 
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Benefits were already anticipated from tte Hims- 
ures we had thus far pursued ; and the plain eoa- 
structioB of this and the following periods of ^pui 
same letter enjoins it on fne to persevere in those 
measures ; and by way of etieonrageinen^ the Com- 
modore pledges himself to sive us tfte most actwe 
and vigorous supportfrofn hts squadron so soom «« 
the season and arrangements tcmiM permit Mm to 
appear in force before the enemfs walls — and, in 
case of our successful prc^ress^ to give the Bashaw 
'^ Every support by a systematic union of operatious 
60 as to enable him to come on the rear of the en^- 
jny~'' 

We did persevere — and onr success^ coBmdAiing 
the obstacles we had to encounter and the means af- 
forded to overcome them, exceeded our calculations. 
What then became of the most activer and vigor9^s 
support of the sqtiadron ; and systenu^ic mtion qf 
operations ? The instant the effect of our saccefiHSh 
es discovered itself^ through the alarmed solic^de 
of the enemy^ a messenger of peace is sent to meet 
the overtures of the panic struck Joseph Bashaw, 
and to bid him be under no apprehensions ; while 
our too credulous ally is sacrificed to a policy at the 
recollection of which lionor recoils and humaMty 
bleeds. 

^^lam'^ says the Commodore " too unwell to 
wTite with my own hand'^ It was needless for him 
to add this ; it was easily perceivable by ^he drift 
^nd composition of the communication : there is no 
feature of Barron's manly soul to be traced in it 
It is the work of a Machiavelian commissioner^ into 
whose influence the Commodore had yielded his 
inind through the infirmity of bodily weakness. It 
is a well known fact^ that at this period^ he had been 
nearly six months unable to remain on shipboard^ 
\and so debilitated by a painful and wasting illness^ 
that he scarcely retained the remembrance <rf occur- 
rences from day to day. This commissioner^ in or- 
der, to take advantage of that circumstance^ affected 
to be averse to peace^ and an ^dvocate for exeftipla- 
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^ HMMUmrea. Tl^ Beqwl will ^bdw a specimen of 
las ^iacerity. It is only proper to observe here, 
that though the iastructions of the Secretary of the 
IMivy left au entire discretjon in tiie Commodore, 
eoneenUQg the cooperation in view, Mr. Lear con- 
fiffflied him in hi$ doubts, tliat the discretion to act 
tnd to apply the mean« of acting were distinct ; and 
.ibiit the turn appropriatecl io this object was limited 
$o<SSO,000 — Evidence, nevertheless, that govem- 
ment had calculated upon it. 

Qn the ^d Marcb^ the Commodore, in his instrucr 
tioii$ to Capt. Hull> state?, 

•• As you will perceive by ray letter to Mr. Ea- 
ton, I have left the application of these succors and 
consequently the .responsibility wholly to him, which 
£ Moeeive proper, aa well on account of his having 
^the^ chief direction of the land o^ierations^ as that by 
the time you ai*rive on the coast he will have it in 
his power to form a just estimate of the chances of 
.mtecess, and thence how far it is safe and expedient 
to pursuit the object.^^ 

I revert to this clause in the Commodore's instrue- 
tioii to Ca^. Hull, to corroborate what my former 
QommuniGations stated-^that an understanding sub- 
siisted between the commander in chief and myself, 
that I should go forward and exercise discretionary 
measures for brining Hamet Bashaw forward with 
all Ids influence in owler to intercept supplies to the 
.enemy from the country, and to cut off tiis escape in 
the rear. Mr. Lear has misrepresented this fact at 
Malta, and elsewhere. 

Though the communications which came forward 
from the Commodore by Capt. Hull, and which were 
delivered me at Bomba, were extremely discourag- 
ing, I could find nothing in them which would justify 
an abandonment, on my part, of the expedition thus 
far conducted. But. after we had gained possession 
of Derne, and still more so after having beaten the 
cucmy^s army in that province and opened our way 
to the gatei? of Tripoli, I coold not but hope the Com- 
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3iodore woqM iake ceufideoee tnm tlieee 
and be animated to push his operations by a ajf^fem- 
iific union. What then ought to have been my bs* 
tonishment io receive^ oh the 1st June, his letter of * 
19th May^ containing the following periods. 

^^ If the Bashaw^ aftor having been put in poides- 
«ion of Derne^ his former ^government and the dislffiet 
in which his interest is said to be most powerfri^r has 
not in himself enei^ and talent, and is so dsstitDte 
of means and resources as not to be able to move on 
with successful progress, seconded by our naval forae 
actmg on the coas^ he must be held unw(»Ahy of 
further support, and the cooperation as a iMasuie too 
expen^ve and too little pregnant with hope and ad- 
vantage to justify its further prosecution,'^ 

^^luBhort, Sir, the dnatter reduces itsolfto this. 
We are xeady and will^ to support the Bashi^ by 
an union of operations on tlie coaat so long m» tib^^ 
war with Tripoli continues, but his Excellency mmtt 
ht explicitly informed that our supplies of moneys 
arms, and provision are at an end, and that he^nmA 
now depend on his own resources and exeitioBs.'' 

^^ In consequence of receat ad^ces from Tripoli, J^ 
have thought it my duty to «tate to the Consul Gen^ 
eral, Col. JLear, ^now at this place)my eandid<»pinion 
that the present is a moment hi^ly favoraUe t^ treat 
•qf peace ; and a communication hM judt been faand^ 
€id me from that gentleman expresaing his det^mina- 
tion to meet the overtures of thereiguing Bashaw, so 
lar as to found on it the commencement of a negocia- 
tion, and to proceed to Tripoli in the Essex frigate 
in the course of the week. From a variety of con- 
curring circumstances the present period appears 
propitious to such a step.'^ ' 

Ihis letter labors ingeniously to find somepretr^ 
for deserting Hamet Bashaw at the very moment we . 
profit of his operations and his influence to secure - 
peace to ourselves. — But the ingenuity of the pieee 
is not suflcient to disguise the hvpocncy of the de- 
sign — We are still to amuse the I^xile with an ideaofj 
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msjmft^Hon md tmion of operation on the toast at 
the rery tnoAeiit that a pending negociation necessa- 
rify Mspends all hostile operations on the part of our 
iDonNBander in chief. — ^Bht this was a moment highly 
fiEtvorable totreai of peace. What rendered it so ? 
At the period this candid opinion is expressed by the 
Oonmodore he had not seen Tripoli daring the last 
.eight months^ nor ever within gun shot ; some of his 
frigates had not ever been nearer it than Maltaj sel- 
mm if ever more than two of them cruising ok the 
pott and generally not but one ; his squadron bad 
nevwr been displayed to the enemy's view ; nor a^ 
cAiot exdttanged with the batteries of Tripoli since 
ComnN>dore Preble left the coast^ except enpassant r 
and^ what is a truth equally demonstrable^ no visiblo 
preparations were making at head quarters for ther 
investment the ensuing summer which could give th& 
Miemy any uneasiness. The Commodore^ I am sen- 
sible^ was too much an invalid to take an active part 
in an expedition. But was he so destitute of energy 
ctf mindas to be incapable of directing its opera- 
tions ? and. had he no commander in the fleet to 
whom he could conflde the conduct of an expectation 
under Ym own direction ? If destitute of those capac- 
ities Imnself, his counsellers possessed them — and 
it would have cost them no more exercise of mind 
to encourage them to derange plans. * 

But the theatre of the war was transferred to the 
eastern provinces. Why not then support us there 
with the means of subsistence and detachments of 
marines ? All that was now necessary was to sup- 
part ns and show himself. The idea of this step 
surpa^ng his authority is ridiculous^ and could not 
Wve originated with him — What \ A commander in 
chief wiUiout authority to make discretional disposi- 
tions of his forces and the means of subsisting them ? 
It is objected that the services of the officers were all 
ta be called for on board their respective ships as 
soon as offensive measures were entered upon. In 
a bombardment or a cruise^ marines are of little 
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more use in u nan of war than cfmUry or .pkm€«bi| 
and while the vessels ai^e laying in port they are iis* 
ed only as badges of rank and machines of ceromo^ 
ny; WhynatVj^d them where they could be: iw^ 
faV At least till offensive mea9ures were e^ered np- 
an P Gentlemen of that coi^ai, I am well aswried^ ae^ 
tuated, like their brethren of the navy, by a maajy 
zeal to distingoisfa themselves, wet^ ready to yobiit* 
teerin the expedition-^ And it did wot reqniiea 
greater latitude of diseretion to indulge.them the pei^ 
misiicm to fight atDerne tlmu to forlcHi^ them aa 
parties of pleasure at Catania : axid they nu^t have 
been subsisted cheaper oci the coast than at any pMrt 
in Italy. But we were compelled t& sacrifice fyvty 
five days at that post, fixed, within an hour^s macdk 
of the main force of the enemy without tte power ^f 
attacking them with any reasonable prospect of $ua- 
cess ; and only for the want of ^0 bayonets ! would 
«ueh a detachment have defeated the greaA operations 
carrying on by the squadron ? 

When peace was finally resolved upon, what were 
the provisions made for the brave meu who had 
fought our battles in theen^ny^s coiU}try,andwho had 
contributed in rendering this moment propitious to 
stick on enent P — j^pplies, indeed, are s^ out ipt 
the Christians under my command ; but the alterna- 
*ltve left me to perish with the Mahometans under 
my command or desert them to their solitary £ate and 
al^ndon my post like a coward ! 

This is the first instance I ever heard of a relig^ 
ious test being required to entitle a soldier to his ra- 
tions 5 and the only one of an ally being devoted to 
destruction with so little necessity and with so mtieh 
cool blood. Is all this to be ascribed to the debili- 
tated state of the Commodore's system ? I am pei*- 
suaded it is. And for this reason I cannot but fe^ 
that the persons neat him, who dictated^ his measures 
as well as his stile (he says in this letter also he can- 
not write himself) are deeply reprehensible for adopt- 
ing psfeific measures so prematurely, under circum- 
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stane^s so favorable ta coereien and on coiidi- 
tioni^ go dissonaot to the general tone of oar Govern- 
ktent and country. — ^They ought at least to have sus- 
pentled those measures Until aidvices^ whieh would nat- 
urally be expected after the return and representations 
tjf Commodore Preble, from the Read of the Depart- 
Ijtfent. The season for naval operations had hardly 
opened/ and the delay of two or three months could 
"ivork no probable disadvantages in our affiiirs^ even 
shpuld no advice have come forward— -Btit, as pro- 
Visions mere made at home, had the subject beeii 
considered with due influence over measnres, wrf 
niighf with great certainty have calculated on taking 

Sossession of Tripoli and of the enemy ^s person--— In- 
eed, I do &mly believe we might have done it wilji 
the means we did originally possess, had those means 
been properly directed into action ; and this without 
amy considerable sacrifice on our part.— Some )iives 
might, and probalily would have been lost; but when 
^ aman accepts a sword and bears on bis shoulders 
badges of tlie confldBuce of his country he ought 
lio longer to calculate on dying in a feather bed; 

After our commissioner had arrived at Tripoli 
and had opened a commuuication with Joseph Bash- 
aw, the command of the squadron being transfer-^ 
red to Captain Rodgers, some disagreement occurred 
which broke off the intercourse. At this crisis Cap- 
tain Dent arrived off Tripoli, bein^ dispatched by 
the late CoAmedore, witn information to the acting 
Commodore of the reinforcement of gun boats and 
bomb ketches having arrived in the Mediterranean 
from the United States ; and with my letter oF iSth 
May stating our success against the enemy's army 
TU the eastern province* Captain Dent was also au- 
' fhorized to assure the commodore of my determina- 
tion to hold oar position at Derne until something difef- 
inite should be decided iii our affiiirs. Here then was 
a fair opportunity for the acting Commodore Rodg- 
ers to have distinguished himself ; to have set an 
example to all tritmtary nations by chastising the te- 
49 
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merity of a Bubajy pirate ; aqd to liave rendered ^a. 
most important service to Ub couati;v. Why he did 
not profit of the occasiou can only be accpanted for 
by presuining that he was discouraged by the com- 
missiouer of peace^ and by liim led under tl^e impres- 
sion that it became his duty to govern himsdf by the 
posthumous opinions of ^is predecessor--*-knowin^af^ 
every one does^ the patriotism^ persfinial ener^ and 
laudable ambition of Captain Biodgers, it would be 
difEcuit to conceive any other reason for his not g^- 
ing so great an occasion to have done a sisnal honor 
to his fla^ and to have immortalized himself. 

I am, indeed^ at loss for reasons why Mr« Ijear a^-: 
bandoned these high grounds after having affected sa 
much engagedn ess for exemplarif mea$ures^ But 
the negociation was resumed and peace purchased / 
And on the 6th June this commissioiM^r states to «i^ 
ofi^ial information of the transaction. 

^^ The ^.Bashaw's demands'^ says he, •^ were 
200,000 dollars for peace andransom, &c, — vvhich 
terms were at once rejected in toto :'^? — and ^^ after 
some discussion''^ he adds, ^^ I proposed that a mutu^ 
al exchange of prisoners should t^ke place^ and as 
he had a balance of more than two hundred in hi^ 
power, I would give him 60^000 dollars for them f 
out not a cent for peace,^' &c. 

On these terms, peace was definitively coneludefL 
But tlus statement, adopted in its ^teral sense, is an 
imposition on the understanding of the public. It is^ 
inaeed, literally true that a b^apce of prisoners c^ 
war was in Joseph Bashaw's power — but we had ink 
our power, being actually in our possession, the cap- 
ital of the largest province of his dominions contain- 
ing between twelve and fifteen thousand souls* 
Could not this have been exchanged for SOO prison- 
ers of war ? Was the attempt made ? It is manifest 
the enemy dispaired of recovering it by force of arms. 
And, so far from not giving a cent for peace, as as- 
serted by the commissioner — we gave a kingdom for 
peace. Tripoli was in our power ; and witn no very 
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-extraordfnary effort it might have been also in our 
Hands. The enemy felt a conviction of this, and 
4LiA not hesitate to acknowledge it in the presence of 
the commissioner ; and the latter has since expressed 
to tee Ms own belief in the feasibility of the enter- 
firize ; but he advances at the same time as argu'- 
ihent for concluding the peace in the mattn:er he did, 
and with such prospects Tbefore us, that we wi^eife 
make peace wHk a man who would have the (iMlity 
teleieef it. If parricide, fatricide, treason, perfidy 
to treaty already experienced and systematic piracy 
be characteristic guarantees of good faith, Mr. Lear 
has chosen the fittest of the two bn»thers for his man 
erf confidence. Their ability to keep the peace is 
less essential than ours to maintain it : undoubtedly 
nothing but terror would bind either of them, nor any 
other Barbary chief, to a faithful observance of trea- 
ty stipulation. Our negocialor ought however to 
have considered that Hamet Bashaw^s was the pop- 
ular cause, and that this cause ts fast gaining ground 
in Barbary. It was the cause of liberty — of free- 
dom. He ought to have considered that to cede the 
advantageous position we held could not but make 
the desire of peace appear like too much of an ob- 
ject with us and could not but leave an impression of 
weakness or want of spirit on our character. It 
would be hard to suspect our commissioner of inten- 
tional fraud on the United States in his generosity 
with Joseph Bashaw ; but it is harder to reconcile 
his needless concessions and i^odigalities to the tesii 
of patriotism. 

Although Mr. Lear would never admit that our 
operations in the eastern provinces had any influence 
on the dispositions of the enemy, and althoug*h he 
made it a condition of his entering upon a negocia- 
tion that the Commodore should take measures to 
compel the evacuation of Dernc ; yet in a paroxysm 
ef candor, he expresses himself thus in his letter a- 
bove quoted. — 
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^^ I foottd iktA tke liiroietesiriiiy ^^uattm 
trymeii at Derne, and tiie idea that we bad a lai^ 
^ree and immeMe «ii^Ue«i at diat place iiad nade m 
4eep impreMiofi on the Bashaw ; I kept up that idaa^ 
and endeavored^ from thence to make mne afraagtr 
loente favorable to hit brother^ whp^ aitiMm^ m9t 
loond to be the man whom many had Mppoaed, vmm 

J ret entitled to gome eonsid^wlion from os* Bnt I 
oand tlu8 was impraetieable^ and^ if persisted i% 
would drive him to measures which might peove la- 
tal te our countrymen in his power/^ 

The reasons here assigned for the deep Mfwsgum 
made on the Bashaw are not strictly true. It was lai- 

Sssible to conceal from the en^ny mir real foMe al 
^me. The late Governor had obtained ^caet ia- 
ibrmation of it before he escaped from his saMctea- 
ry — and the enemy themselves reconnoitored v» «1. 
most daily. Besides this^ it was impossible for uf 
totally to prevent communications between the town 
and the camp. Is it jmibable that a ^urrisun ctf oas 
Jiundred Christians on the coast^ left totally de^Uwte 
pfsuppUeBf could of itself impress sach deep appre- 
heiisloas ? For shame let us not admit this^ so mueli 
the more humiliating our ccmditiosis erf* peace ! No ; 
it was a dread of the revalution^ moved hf Hamet 
Bashaw^ being brought to his capital thrangh ma 
assistance, that made tlm impreamon on the epemy. 
But the i^preheusiun insinuated by Mr. I^tf^ur^ 
that endeavoring to ^^t of this eirenmstance in fa< 
vor of the legitimate Prince mi^t praoe fatal to eat 
countrymen in hievower betrays ignorance^ pusilan- 
imity or design. Or if menaces were xxmA to im- 
press such an apprehepsion it can hardly be admitted 
as sufficient reason for bartering the honor of our 
country^ and deserting the interest of an ally^— fw^ if 
he had not already been made acquainted with Uie 
rhodomontade of Joseph Bashaw^s character^ a com- 
mon observance of the operations pf human nature 
might have taught him^ that man seldom meditates 
rengeanee when dissolation glares hN in Hic face, 
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H/um when ^^ertain ^^tf eetioB awjiits him. 
n. jbi tUs iOMe, Jumper, tke experiowrt bad been 
JBa^ly tried^ ««4 this bcavado's sewlutioa pat to iHm 
te9t ^ CwMie4on Vvehk. Tlmt Batlkaw threaioi- 
mk him? «^ awpre by (be «ole«iiuty of his religioa to 
V9t evary wa M oiur eaimtrjffieu to death who warn 
ID Tripoli if tbf CofMnodora fired a shot into bis bat* 
teri^* Did be pot the threat in execatioii ? On the 
mMtntji wbett e^er that de^rmiaed eommamter 
approached hb wails^ after the first attaek^ the terru 
me Bashaw's firrt care waa to piwide for \m own 
aalety ; aad he naiformly took refa^ at his gardcmi 
4)r in tas baoib pro^^-^md^ all expamnae bas taiigltt 
m»f tittt tba more roagaly he was handled aod ^e 
iiaarer danger aj^roached him^ the more traetdl^le be 
Ibas been rMdeved. 

Bat if the idea of mitiat^e farce and immense $up* 
fiiB9 at Deme^ or ouHre booertly our transactions 
with bia hrotlM^r, made a deep impreaabm on the 
JBasbaw^ as it BMmifestly did^ was this the first in- 
n\i$^i of the commis»oner being apprized of it ? If sta 
be had ne»glected his dnty; for it was notmioos to 
every other American oflU^r in the Mediterranean-^ 
and he ongfat to have known it and to have made an 
famoatabla use of it : instead of which lie proceeds-^ 
^^ I therefiMra enf^ged^ of coarse^ tltat on the con- 
clasion of peaee/' (for which be gave not a cei^t !) 
^' we shonld withdraw all oar finrces from Berne and 
other parts of bis dominioi^} and the Bashaw engag- 
es^ that if his brother withdraws himself quietly from 
bis dominions^ his wife and family should be restor- 
ed to him.'' 

He goes further. He really not only negociates 
Hamet Bashaw out of his own territoriea^ but pledg- 
es the faith of the United S.ates to carry the slipnla- 
tion into ejicecution ; and, at the same time^ secretly 
convenes with Joseph Bashaw that the fulfilment of 
his engagement in this article shall never he made a 
subject m^t^P 9f c^n«iderati(>u. Iffis Mr. Lear sent 
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oat to eMpttile with Josef^BMlKW ! 'Opi«i^tirib><^ 
crisis in the cirettmstances of tbe Uaitdd 8tatos 
which renders darkness and dmliel^ aeoessafjr to 
our political safety or existenee ? Is it posdble that 
any thing eim render it so^ in fiMror of a. piratkal 
/ehieftain of a Ba^bary^^rkoii whtmon&Mgate 
and a few tenders had m often cUirto f ram his rt^ttg^ 
holds ? If soy it ought to appear to jostify ow eoa- 
duct to the world. 

^Our eommissioiiw closes his conmnnieatiini * te 
ine-*- 

^^ I pray yon will aeeapt yourself^ and present to 
Mr. O^Bannon, and our brave countrymen with you^ 
my sincere coagratnlatiioiit^ (m an event which yoiir 
and their hef(»c bravery has toodied to reafer so hon- 
orable to our country.^^ 

After having subscribed to a treaty the eoi^iiloiis 
of which^ under the ^^n existing dreumstanees^ re- 
fleets a wound on our national dignity ; and alter 
having seiaeed an oceaNim to use n^ as an imstmiMAt 
to the attainment of this acquisition as he seems to 
think it^ he evidently flatters himself he shall dbi^orb 
my just «ense of indignation and chagrin in a plausl- 
ble pari^raph of fuls^nae adufoiion. 

W hatev^ may be considered^ by capa^Hes capa- 
ble of judging correctly^ the mcoit or aemmt of my 
condnct^ I beg you will enfertain a more fovorable 
opinion of my pride than to ' suppose I ever lived a 
moment when I should have thought it an honor to 
receive a military compliment fi*om the provisional 
Colonel Lear — 

A Colonel ^*****^**^ 

^^ Who never set a squadron in the field, 

^' Nor the division of a battle knows, 

^^ More than a spiuster.^^ 

Of one thing I am confident*— If there be any hon- 
or or advantage in the peace, a share of the merit 
cannot be refused to those whose exertions influenced 
the event. If it has been too precipitately concluded, 
and all the advantages not secured which situations 
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oIlBMdy it wa:s mii-nf fMlt : — ^It ^as my invariaBle 
VfAsimi^, and I invariably endeavored to impi^ss it 
botb by argowient and eff^nrt^ that the measure ought 
td be delayed until all our means of chastisement 
Were bron^t to beat on the enemy. — ^But the instru- 
BMsnt Ae most impoj^g^ that which the enemy un- 
drabtedfy^gfeatly dreaded^ and on which onr country 
had ixed ite chief hope ai^ reposed its honor^ never 
appeared in the field — oub Squadron ! And our 
Oommissiei^r negociated out of our hands a Post in 
the enemy^s dominions^ next in population and eon- 
sequence to his capital^ without any equivalent 

WHATEVER. 

Thus^ tlKough it wa» our business^ and though we 
had most amj^y the meims to dismantle the enemy ; 
insrtead ofthis^ we have established him in a more 
siUTe situauoh to do us and mankind misddef^ than 
he possessed before the war ; or than he could have 
pcMNiessed without tiie war ; for^ by expelling his ri- 
val> we have relieved Mm of his most dangerous ad- 
versiury. He has gained a kingdom — what have we 
gained by the war ! 

However the Peace may be received by tbe Gov- 
ernment and people of &8 United States^ here are 
circumstances in which both our inteirest and oar 
how»* are so deeply involved that fhey cannot but in- 
duce an eaquiry. 

I have the honor to be^ 
very respectftiUy^ 
Sir, 

Your moat obedient servant, 
WILLIAM EATON. 
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P.'S. LlBl*<>ftbenftva1f(iTeewU«bttigMlfiftT« 
httn- employed before Tripdt by tbfe middle tff SiAj, 
aeinallj at the rendezvous at Symcnsetbefonitik iMi 
eleventh. 
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1 President, 

5 ConfltitutiOD, 
8 Congrera, 

4 Constellation, 

6 Bssex, 

John Adamsr, 
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1 Argns, 
«• Syren, 
a Vixen, 
4 Franklin, 
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SCftOOITBltS. 

i Bnterprize, 
JB Kantilus, 


14 
44 


SLOOP. 

1 Hornet, 


8 



Canying in all 318 guns and 
mortarsr. 
Gun Boats and ketches from the United States. 
No. 1 not sailed. 
Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
7 not arrived. 
Nos. 8, 9. 

Gun Boats from Tripoli, 2 

Gun Boats from the Adriatic. 6 
Total number of guns, including 33 belon^ng to 

the gun boats, 351. 
Commodore Preble attacked Tripoli successfully 
with less than one third this force : and with no col- 
lateral circumstances iu his favot. 
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Mdita^ Tiwis^ fiibnUar aadiMaaeimy andi^mve^ 
«ft fiamftoa: Aoadfi^ lA tke Cbesapeali^ in Noven^ 
iii^, <& Ms way to Wuhii^tan he spent Memnl 
days at .Riehmond; whaie he was iiigi^ honomi 
b^ the CitiEApis ; omA ]Miitook of a saiaptuoas paUie 
ttitertainnieiit, provided to show hfm nspeeL 

On his arrival at the seat of government he was a* 
nin hoikored with a pnUie dinner. The Ptestdent^ ^ 
in his Message to Gengress^ made honimlile men- 
lion of his merit and^ei^iees. Througfasnii the XJi- 
nited States his name stood exalted : hevw perhaps 
Jbefiare did that of any individual rise so rapidly 
a^ to sueh an atttiide. fie was considered as 
liavijK; by his prowess and enterprise^ ooml^led 
the BnahMf of Tripoli to make peace : while 4he 
the general sentiment ^itertained was^ tliat, had not 
!Lear thos hastily made a treaty^ he must, if proper- 
ly sustained hy tiie naval force then in the Mediter- 
ranean, in a short time have been master of the king- 
dom of Tr^iaU, ana have lieen enabled to niake his 
own terms of peace, as well as to have settled our 
eoocelns oh the Bari^atr mmst, so as to prtfvei^t here- 
after tbe necessity of tmnba'. '^ 

Being nteeserved in the expression of his sentL 
ments with re^rd to Lear, who, from some eaas6> 
was 4eterminedly upheld by the admiaistratioii, bt 
unwittingly cheated enemies. In the social eh*clies 
at Washington he was not at all times guarded idi 
his regimen ; aiid when occasionally heated by those 
excesses which afterwards became almost hdntoal, 
his egotism^ rashness and authorative manners, ^excit- 
ed disgust in the minds of many. 

In December he paid a vkit to his family in j3ri«»- 
Held. On bis way^ in Philadelphia and elsewhere) 
he was treated with great attention and respect, hy 
invitations toptiblic dinners and mother expressions 
of esteem. He soon after returned to Washingtoii.. 

A resolution was brought forward in the House of 
Representatives of the United States for presentiug; 
50 
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Morage and cignal servicet. This MS(^tieii wm 
delated witll no inconsiderable warmtli. TIm 
ivtecipal speakers in Gnttpdsitkm to dte passage wears 
the eelebraied Mr. J. Baadolph and JSr. J. Glay of 
Pemtsylrania. These gentlenen rei^sented tbe 
whok proowdings of £aton^ and his vengagasM^ 
at Derae* as a tririal ooeartenee^'anworihy' the fHib- 
Ik expresflton of thanks by llie Hociseu A snudl 
majority were opposed to the adoption of tte resoln^ 
tion ; w%ieh was pos^^Oned trem time to tims^ hvt 
never passed. 

In the k^latnre of Masiacfaisotta be roseived a 
treatment v^ry different frimi'tfaat reeei^ ins Oe m- 
^naf legislature. Witii a Ub»aliiy hi{i^)y faimora- 
hle to that Stete/ its kgislata» fiassed the followkig 
Resolve, i - " 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

J9t Smtate, Feb. 2mh, 1806. 

WHEREABfai arising Bq>oblie, it 
is highly important to cherish that paMotism which 
<ionqaers a love of ease^ of pleasure and of wealthy 
which prompts mdividnals to a 1ot& of their country^ 
and indaees them to emtNrace every opportunity to 
advance its prosperity and hi^pn^t^ as well by a- 
mefiorating the fate of those citizens whom the for- 
tone of war has thrown into captivity, as by cheerfully 
eontributingto its support and defence : And where- 
as the love of enterprise^ when guided by a just sense 
of propriety and benevolence, may become the par- 
ent of many virtues, and a state is sometimes in- 
debted for its safety, to tbe virtoes and undaunted 
courage of a single man. 

' And whereas tbe Senate and House of Bepresen- 
totives of this Commonwealth^ atedesiroas toperpet^ 
nate a remembrance of the heroic enterprise of W il- 
LiAH £aton^ Esq, while engaged intibe service of the 
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gemees^ so lewaentty cetttoAuited to releiu^e a lai^ 
Hamber oC his MUw eitizwA^ l^te priswers ija Xi:ip>- 
(Mf from the clmm <d skvery^ aftd to restore ibfm 
to frMdom^ thek ^mmtgy, mA titeif friwd^ ^<^tj|^re- ^ 
fe?e 

AfiSOLYED^/tfatt tiie CommUiiee tor the^e of 
eiatern lands be^ and ik»f tm hetebgr. antb^riW and 
direerfiad^ to efrnvey to William Eaton, Em» a citi- 
2iea:0£tMi OnuBOftWAaMi^ aild to^ his li^}rsaiid;as- 
Ams^a tMct tf Jaad to ifiwKm Un thoasaiid acjcea> 
01 any of the unappropriated land of this iComjmoii*^ 
wealth, in the Siatmit ^iJAaiw ; ex^pting the ten 
ti^WBAhips sn J^dwsbaoot men 
.. Andibe it fiiBthwifrefiolved, thiit hia J^e^^ency 4h0 
Governor be mqnested, as sotm as coaveniratly may 
f be>to cause to be transmittod to the said Wiuuiam 
Eaton, Esq. an authentic copy of this resolution. 

Sent down for concurrence^ ^ 

H. G. OTIS, President. 

Injhe Mmae of Bef9e»mt9^iWyMarch 3i2, 1806. 

Head and coneurredj 

TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speuker. 

March4ik^ iSOfil 

Approved, CALEB STRONG, 

True Copy, Attest^ 

John Avert, ^eeretary. 

His accounts, for many years standing, with the 
United States, were unsettled. Several important 1- 
tons were considered by the Department of State 
as improper for any other adjudication than that of 
Goi^r^s. These accounts were before the commit- 
ter^ of claims during the whole session, bntwere not 
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«4)iriMlMMTOit»eloie. Ittlie0|rti«e;ki«eteni«i 
toBrittteM^ wheM 1m speiil the^ soiiiaer k vintnif 

At th« Mxt flMmm of CoDgreM, 1806.7^ esii. 
J^ATQW rekwriied to the 0Mrt of §frirefiuMBty i^in^i. 
pally for the purpow of adjunting bis aecfmMiL 
Tlie eoDiirfrMgr of AsHm Borr bad exdted great at- 
trititioa and eottuderaUe atarm thrraghMl tkem^OK. 
WilkiaaM^ who, fiom thfe heit ieitiiMiijr a^|MaM I0 
hare b^eii ori^aally eoiieemed with %nv Sot hai 
found it (kafe and pradmt to deny the eomexion jMd 
beeome an oktrag^ooe (patriot^ had avteetdl eerfftsl 
peteomfin tl^ territory cf Ofleaie, denying theai tlt6 
privilege of the Habeag GortNte^ and bad otdOMd 
them treaqmied by walet to the distmt €i Oo. 
lambia. Swaitwoat and Bolloiany two of the per- 
sons arrested by Wilkineoo^ arrived at Yf^Ma^uM 
in JanmdT, 1807- 

At the instigation of the ExeentiFe of the United 
States, a motion was made by tbo United States 
distriet Attorney, in the Circnit Court of the Dktriet 
of Columbia, for a warrant, directing the Bfanfhail of 
the distriet to take the prisoner froni4he hsnds ctf tke 
military, that they m^ht be delivered to the civil an- 
thority. As no speemc charge was made in the dep^ 
Qsition of Wilkinson, some hesitatioa arose with the ^ 
Court ffom the want of a specific offence witiht Which ' 
to chai^ the prisoners. To obtain siieh ehai^e^ the 
deposition of Obn. Eaton was demaoded ; which 
was given in the following manner. 

^^ Early last winter. Col. Aaron Burr, late Vice 
Frevdent of the United States, signified to me, at 
tills place, that ^nder the authority of the gttieral 
government, he was organizing a secret expedition 
against the Spanish provinces on our Soath western 
borders ; which expedition he was to kad, and in 
which hd was authorized to mvite me to teke lire; 
eommand of a division* I had never before been 
made personally acquainted with Col. Burr | and, 
hUf ing tor wkvi^ years befaeasployed in toreign ser- 
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^wum iKfwhcAd ki ifa^ iipinien «f Ms emiatfymsii 
iMd ys govemiffMt : tlie niHk and eotfAdtonce iiy 
wlikli lie bad m lately been ^tinguiflrbedy IcA me 
ifo right to m$jmt hh {n^^ctotn. I Inmr hna a 
soldier. In case of war witit the Bpanisli natioii, 
wliletefifini ilie tenor of iii^ Ptdsiden^s vMaage to 
IhMIi hoQsei of €ona;r«98 Metiied {itobable^ I ti^nM 
hMrer tliot^ht it my datf to ob«y so bMoraUe a call 
of mjr e<iaii^ ^ a&d, midor that iiiiprifisio% I did 
eagage to eUfhoirk iuihe oifpoditiim. I hid freqmiit 
intoTfiefrv witb (}ol. Biirr ia thi$ city-^and for a 
e^ndMoiuMe time Mb objeet seeded to be to iBstriiet 
ue^ Irf maps^ and odter iUfS^raMtioii^ in ilie Ibudbai- * 
ty of panolmMiig' to Mexko-^aiway» cattying fco*- 
vhKtA the idisa that Mie mtasnre was atithoriaed by 
^M^mnuent. Atkagtb^ som6 time in FebrMry^ be 
bojan by degrees to unveil himself. He reproached 
tbo govemmettt with want of character^ want of 
grstitaidfi^ and wantof jttfitiee. He seemed desiroos 
of irritadngrescmttten^ in my breast by diluting cer- 
tain injiti^ be felt I bad safl^red from reieetiiftis 
itfate on the floor of tbe House of Bepres^nlslives/ 
eoneeming my operations in Barbary^ and firom the 
^lays of goT^timent ki adjosting my claims fw dis- 
linrtement^ on ihait eoast daring mv conenlM agency 
at Tnnis; and he «aid he wonld pmA me to an 
bonomble minSe of indemnity. ]t now began to efi- 
tertain a sns{dekm that Mr. Burr was {^rojecUng ^ti 
unauthorized military expedition ; which to me was 
enveloped in mystery ; and, desirous to draw an ex- 
planation from him, I suffered him to suppose mc re-: 
signed t* Us coonseL He now laid open his proj^ 
eet of MTOlntionising the western country, Separating, 
it from the Union, establishing a monarchy there, of 
wldeh he was to be^ the MVereign, New Orleans tQ 
be his capital ; otganis^ing a fdree on the Missisippij 
and extending e«n<)iii^ to Mexico. I suggested 4 
number of imMdimeiiis to hh si$lieme--«8iach as the 
repnblfean bimta df life ^MtMS of that Geun^> afi^ 
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ibekiftelioii toward tmrptesMt adiitisislriiwitHif 
l^enHMiit; the; want of foods; ^ rasManM faa 
wmld mwt fSpom the fegaUr am^ ef the UtiUecl 
Stetes Oft those £roa(l«rs ; and the offvtaritioii of Mi^ 
randa in*eaM he shoidd 4MMeeed to repakticanim iho 
Mexiamiff. 

Mr. Burr foand no dlffleuity' in removing these ob* 
^stades^-^he said^he had^ ttM^pfwecKag imHii^ nads 
a toot thf4a^4hat eonrtry^ aodhadtseenred tlte' at- 
tMhiaeiit of the prfndpal dtisDeiis of Kentoeky^ Tm^ 
ttessee and Louisiana to 4its jionien^ aad his meas^ 
iire»~deelared he had iMxhiMistible relNmvcei as to^ 
fimdi ; aasored me the p^»)ar mmy '#o«ld;aet wlHh 
Mm, BMiLymalA be muforeedby Id at ilt^OOO' mem 
from the dbore mentaoaed states and temtaiy^ and 
fpam other parts of the nniaa ; said he had nowclfliil 
afBots ia HU Spanfaih tevtitaiy^aaid as fbr Mkanda^ 
swt M r« Burr, we must hmgiJCraMda. Heimlr 
propooed to give me the second eoaMM^d m his arw 
mgr. I« 4tdc»d him who^ shoald have4lte:€hief eiim- 
n^d ? Ho /Said Gmm^ WUiriniom' I obseired^ 
it was singalar that he should count on 6en. Wil- 
kinson ; iht ^vated rank« and.higli tmrt he now 
held as eoaimander in chief of onnaraijr and ^over- 
nbt of aprovlnee^ he would hardly pot at haLardfiit 
any pi«ea«ioos promeots of aggntndiaMiMt* Afe. 
Biirrsaid^ ^Bea;. Wilkinwny waM^d in thn^nl* 
donee ofgoiremoMttl^ wastdonbtfoliof rotebnng nnieh 
lon^r the consideration he now tnjwy&iy mid wmi. 
ecmsequeaily prepared to seenre to himsdf apersnu 
n^ney* I asked Mr. Boir if he ki!^w€I^« WiUcin>. 
Htm ? He answered yes : and echoed the ipiei^tioBu 
I said I knew hhn welL ^^ What do yon know of 
him ?'' said Mr, Burr. I know^ I le^ied^ that 
Gen. Wilkinson mil act as LteuteTumtt^ no man in 
existence. ^^ You arein an^nror/Vssaid Mr. Burr. 
*^ Wilkinson will act as Zdeutenant ta meJ^ From 
ihe tenor of repeated conversions with Mr. Barr^ I 
was induced to believe the plan of isepanUing ttie 
anion which he had emit^nptated bad been eommn^. 
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niMled to mid ftppfoyed by Bea^ Wi}khMmf(iSm^ 
I now nspeet itsa turtful avga»eiit of s^dwtimr) 
mskd he ditn^ expngaed a fell coaidenee that the 
OeaeinVs ttftoeace ; the offer of double pajr and 
doable catioM ; the pwi^peet of plunder and the am- 
bition of > atcbievennent^ wonld draw the umy into 
his oieiUNirts; — ^Mr.Bnrr talked of^he establishment 
Qtmtk independemtgoveynment weititf the AUedm- 
By as a matter of infaeient^ eemititi^inial r^t of the 
|m»ple ; a dbasge whieh would eventually take 
piaee> and for the ^wation of which the present eri^ 
ais was peenUarty : favoraUe. There wasu Aaid he^ 
im energy m the gpyemme^feto be dreaded^ and the 
diirisiens of pioiitieal opinions thrao^ot the union 
was a eireuiiistanee of whieh weshoald. profit.--^ 
There were; very many enterprising men attiongiis 
who aspired to smaetUng beyond tibe dull parmiits 
of mvil life^ and who wodld volnnteer in this enter* 
prtsey and the vast territoNqr btioimpng to the United 
Slates whiek <rfi»red to adventvrers^ and the mines 
of Mexieo^ would bring strength to his standard 
from all quarters. 

I listraed fc> the exposition of /Oei. Burr's views 
with seeming aequieseenoe. £very interview eo»- 
vinced me^ more and mwe that be had organized a 
deep laid ploi of treason in the west^ in the accom- 

{>lisbBaffi9it of whieh he felt fully confident. Till^ at 
ength^ I dbeovered that Us a^Mtion wasnot bound- 
ed by the waters of the Missisippi^ and Mexieo^ but 
tliat he meditated overthrowing the present govi^m- 
ment df our country. He said^ if he could gain over 
the Marine Corps, and secure the naval command, 
ers, Truxton, Preble, Decatur and others, he wouH 
turn Congress neck and heels out of doors ; assassin* 
ate the President ; ' seize on the treasury and navy ; 
and declare hiiaself the protector of an energetic gov^ 
ernment 

The honorable trust of eoirapting the marine 
corps, and of sounding^ commodore Preble and cap- 
tain Becator^ Col. Burr proposed confiding to me. . 
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gpidod siteiitiw^ow mantafy, aod^ naeMilti^ mC 
a Uenr ji^r wlikii ite wmgy tad iA»4tigwty •fMNddihe 
Tmimni-^-mi4f it ik^ Urn muIiL^ fttiwk hsn M 
ihi8tioeib(»iirM<miM«»t ofAJhe^wnraMof ttmliwt 
blMd otJimemm. I tiiM Cdotiei Burr ke Ami^dl 

wcte «^iihj ia (his Mimtry i^bo wmU enaai^iniie^ 
Un m^sttish aploi of despontioii^ nwder aaod fmk* 
«w. He jroi^ed^ Ikftt he^ fmlii^s^ k»ew bittar the 

tban I llM. l^toldlam ^Mie jsoUtwrjr ^rvwd m%Mi 
^m^f Slim. JBce jaabe^^ mlmi wmA ? I auMFwed 
£bierp«r / Hb raukd at nigr beftbtatien^ pnA qndtod 
«Mieei»atMnnq^i9Jmfomr. leWerrndtefaini^ 
that I bai Utdy tra^^lled ftom oaejeiitiieme of ih^ 
unuHi to the ottueur $ aad, thmgh I firand a divetfiitjr 
oCpoUtical ^^inkm anoog the ^Mfile^ they ti^ea^ 
^wled al. flie iMst dii^«t ^^poct of natumal 4«i|^. 
Tbity for the tectaoii af tlie unka to Which I belongs, 
ed, I would vcMieli^ should he sueeeed in tbe.ft»t aiN- 
atraeeliere^ he would wittuu nix weebs afiutfwai^a 
have his thvoat eut by Yjnikee vmilitta.. 

I'hfH^ wild «ud ^ximm$:S!Bmt Mf* Burr^a last 
^ject $ and though firau^ VHh ^peuieditatedl 
maughto^ I felt very t^isy.ou the subject^ beeainfe ids 
^eat he hftd dfqp^d in my own bU]^» ^ I di4 
not feel so secui^ couceroing that ^di&foiniiigthe un«- 
ion. But tlie very intei^esting and embanrassing sUiuu 
imn in which his communications placed m^, left 9^ 
I ecirfess^ at a stand to know how to conduct myself 
with propriety. He had committed no overt act of 
aggression a^nst law. I cimld draw nothing from 
him in writing ; not" could I learn that lie had expos^ 
ed his plans to any person near me by whom my tes- 
timony could be supported. He Itad metitioaed to 
me no persons who were principally and deci^ly 
engaged with him^ except Gen. Wilkii^on~-a Mr. 
Alston, who I found was hm ma in Kw> and a Mr« 
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Mphmm iStk/y^, kl^a Gft^inrof i^angeni in GetL 
Wkyne^s army; Bn/tisfied that Mr. Burr 'Was i^^se- 
Itite in poshing his pmjeet of i^bellion in the ^ est of 
the Alleghany^ and app^eheaiiive that it was too well 
And too extensively organised to he easily suppress- 
ed ; thoBgh I dreaded the weight of his character 
when laid in 4he balance against my solitary ass^r- 
tion^ I brought myself to the resolution to endeavor to 
defbat ity by getting hite removed from among us, or 
to expose myself to all eonseqnences by a disclosure 
of his intentions. Accor^ngly, I waited on the 
President of the United States ; and after some de- 
sultory conversation, in which I aimed to draw his 
view to the westward^ I used the freedom to say t^ 
the President 1 thought Mr. Burr should be sent out 
6t this country— ^and gave for reason^ that I believed 
Mm dangerous in it. The President asked where 
he should be sent ? I mentioned London and Cadi». 
The* President thought the trust too important^ and 
seemed to entertain a doubt of Mr. Burr's integrity. 
1 intimated that no one^ perhaps^ had stronger grounds 
to mistrust Mr* Burr's moral integrity than myself : 
yet, I believed ambition so much predominated over 
him, that When placed on an eminence and put on 
his honour, respect to himself would ensure his fideli- 
ty : his talents were unquestionable. 

I perceived the subject was disagreeable to th^ 
President ; and to give it the shortest course to the 
point, declared my concern that if Mr. Burr itere 
not in some way disposed of, tee should within ei:^h- 
teen months^ have an insurrection^ ifv.ot a revolution - 
on the waters of the MissisippL The President an- 
swered, that he had too much confidence in the infar- 
motion^ the integrity and the attachment to the union 
of the citizens of that country, to admit an appre- 
hension of the kind. I am happy that events prove 
this confidence well placed. As no interrogatories 
followed my expression of alarm, I thought silence 
on the subject, at that time and place, became me. 
But I detailed^ aboui-thesame time, the whole pro- 
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ifi^ ^ Mr. Burr 4o certain Bimba» of Cmgus^ 
They believed GoL Burr capable of ftny tlunfj — andl 
agreed ibat ti^e /eJl^ic' ou^ht to be hmgei; l^t 
Ihoagbt his pnijeeto too chimerics) and his circQim^ 
stances too desperaie to give the subject the merit of 
serious copsideratioii. The total seoirity of feeliog 
la those to whom I .had rung the tocsiu hidu^ n^ 
to suspect niy own appeheusioits uon^isoiiable^ or at 
lfas( top deeply adoutted ; ajod^ of course^ I gi^i^ 
iudiffereut alMHit the subject. 

Mr< Burros visits to me became less f revest a^ 
his ccpirersation less familiar. He appeared to have 
abandoned the idea of a genend revidution ; b^t 
seemed bent on that of the Missisippi ; and allhoogji 
I could perceive symptoms of distrust in him towards 
me^ be manifested grtat solicitude to engage me witik 
him in the enterprize. Weary of his importunity^ 
and at once to convince him ot my serious attach* 
mentsj I gave tKe following toast to the public : 

The Unitei States — ^Palsey to th^ brain that 
should plot todismember^ and Jjeproey to the hand 
that will not draw to defend aur union J 

1 doubt whetber the sentiment was better ijinder*- 
stood by any of my acquaintance than Colcmel Bnvr. 
Our i4tercourse ended h^^— *we met but seldom 
afterward. I returned to my farm in Massachusetts^ 
and thought no more of Mr. Burr^ nor his empire^ till 
sometime late in S^tember or begii^ing of October^ 
whc^n a letter from Morris Belknap^ of Marietta, to 
Timothy £. Danielson, fell inti) my liands at Brim- 
field, which satisfied n^e that Mr. Burr had actually 
commenced his preparatory operations on the Ohio. 
I now spoke publicly of the fact — transmitted a 
copy of the letter from Belknap to the department of 
state, and about the same time, forwanled throu^ 
the hands of the postmaster general> to the President 
of the United States, a statement in substance, of 
what is here above detailed concerniug the Missisippi 
conspiracy of the said Col. Aaron Burr— which is 
said to have been the first formal intelligei^e recciv- 
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ed?by^e exeeotit^ on the gabjeei of the eoni^rator 
beifteibmotioti. .. 

- I kiM>w fiot whethermy coantry will allow mt tbe 
mefit of correctness of conda^et in thii^ affiiir. Tlie 
novelty of the duty mighty perhaps, have emba;rrass* 
ed' stronger mmA^ than mlife. The uprightness of 
Biry intentions I hope will not lie qaesthmed. 

The interTiews between Gol. Barr and myself, 
from wUch the foregoing statement has resulted, 
vrere diiefly in thiacity in the months of February 
flriid Mareh^ last year. ^ 

WILLIAM BATON. ^ 

W0»Mngton €ityyJan. 9dthy 1806. 

Sworn to hi open tonrt, this S6th day of January, 

Wm. Brent, Clerk. 



Some suspicions have been entertained by a few, 
that Baton listened to Burr with a wavering di^o- 
siti^n, or. with sentiments for some timfe favorable to 
Ms projects. This however was mere suspicion/ 
ndi* was there even any evidence adduced to support 
such a charge. 

Gen. Baton firmly believed that Wilkinson was 
equally guilty with Burr ; as trill appear from the 
answer to the following extract of a letter from Wil- 
kinson to Baton. 

Washington^ Jan. 2Sdf ±808, 

My Beau Baton, 

• f 

THE conspiracy formed for my de- 
struction iu New Orleans last spring, of which I was 
fully apprised at Richmond, at the time I was 
soundmg Powers and Clark as to their object in 0Qta>^ 
itt^ there, has burst forth in conseqaence of my expd* 
sition of the turpitude of John Randolph, and Clark 
being poshed by his associates in New Orleans, to 
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fnlftlbis Msipwttii^i^y sie« TUs TilUn0a9«s> 
plosion whie^ I dreaded before a vileeomipt Jud^^ 
UNth Burr ai^ his paefc ^in&riMd attoraoys^to tor- 
tare^ dtatort^ deform and miwr^reseat) to siiH &e 
pufpoafrof the eombmatkni^ has occQfved uider elr^ 
etmutaiees) apd taken a eoOTse^ wkkh give lay ^eae- 
mies and aeeuseram claim to my thanks : and if I fo 
not {mistrato them under my feet imd repel e^ery 
charge of dishonor^ tl^a do yon abjove ymtr Gbns- 
tiaa foith and t^ra Turk ^ nay more^ renoanee me 
forever.— The inclosed is a mero coopd'oeit^f virhwt 
k believed-— poor Glaric his horrid attempt on my 
honors-has brought fenvard nuyre <tf koAOr^ i^th ^bc- 
qn^ts to pToifB him gnilty ctf pequry aiul fittg^y, 
and that he was an assm^iate of the M^can aosnhi- 
nation^ and labemd to promote Burr's views. 

J. WILKINSON. 
William Eaton. 

The oomiatep of these idtmoirs happened to he 
withGhcN. Baton, in Boston m4m^ this le^r was 
revived. 1 asked him if he had any doubts of 
the goOt of Wilkinson : he replied ttoit he had not the 
least : but that Wilkinson had ingenqi^ enou^ to 
.escape. To this letter he r^rneu the fiallowlng an- 
swer* 

Sir, : 

TSDS letter and inclosures yoa did 
me the honor to forward on the S8th ult. did not ar- 
rive until yesterday. For tlie honor of your cloth ; 
Ibr the nations honor ; f<!;^r the personal respect I feel 
towards jmy former General, I devontly wish your 
^reputation may come from the ordeal like gM a^Gen 
times tried hg the fire. Yet tq an eye which mh 
impartially view the statements a« they cosoia to the 
^public, doubts cannot but arise. 

If Clark be pe^ured^ he has nevertheless bad the 
address to work so much of eonmstency into his stor^ 
tl^atmen^ qnacquainted with your character;, admit 
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mufmm^ B will re^puee. all yoar talent and inge- 
^Mj iikditawmsf tlm miSpicien. Do yoa rs^nem* 
hmt, siri haTUi^ sbevrjed nie a eoBfidential letter froQi 
Mr. Clark, which talked of Dukedoms and Prirndf 
palitie$ ? I shoald do iDJuetiee to candor were I to 
wkhbciid tliA impi^daioaa made . on my mind on die 
occasion : which were ifaat at one period you must 
have thonghtof a Westi&bn Empire ; bnt that ma- ' 
tare deliberation determined yonr aditerence to dnty 
ai^ the union : of course that yburarrangements and 
BMdenf exciting t^n, in the end^ were necessary 
ansd proper. On ibe charge of carrnption^ the man* 
SMar yoa ex^ained the receipt of 8^^000 of a Span- 
ish offieer^ being due as a balance on a tobacco trade^ 
ra&u^led through hia connivsAce^ was satisfactoty 
to me : the conduct was lawful to any American citi- 
Een, Mr. Clark swears there wm no tobacco speai' 
lotion in the case : this testimony must be invalidat- 
ed^ 4)r my opinion must suspend. I really wait witl^ 
^reat aolieitude the: result of the impoj^taut enquiry^ 
and renmn with ^eat respect^ 
Sir, four ve'i^ obedient 
WILLIAM EATON. 



. In a public address mme time after, Gek. Baton 
ax[Mressed himself thus — " I have jeopardized my 
Ij^ and reputation to preserve the integrity of the 
Union : and, (I hope to be forgiven,) to this vigilance 
and fidelity^ rather than to movements on the Sabine 
or at New Orleans, our hero of Garter^s mountain 
owes his political if not personal existence : for, it 
was not until my public exposure had alarmed Gen. 
Wilkinson in hia camp^ that he, though, more than 
two years acquainted with the treasonable plot, 
thought of Mraytff^ hiB fellow traitor , saiAbecotning 
u pairiothy turning states evidence/^ 

During Uie month of Feliraary, 1807^ Gbn. Eaton 
succeeded in procuring an acljustment of his ac- 
counts, by the passage of a bill authorising the d^- 
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partmetit of §tale to setOe them aeeiM^dmg to efsity : > 
but not till he had^ inthe following «^imod mwm^^': 
addressed tike Committee of elaitts^ wfaltdi address' 
he made publie. 

To the HoNOBABUB GHAisifiiN of the CkHniTTfim of 

Waskingtm Cttjiy Fik. mk, 1^07* 
Sir, -. 

ON a review of the statement, aeeom-* 
pmying my potion of SOth Feb« 1804<5 now before ^ 
this honorable Committee, I cannot ind ajmrtgrttj^i 
which needs omroetmi or modiftcatioii. Thai fState^i 
nent surveys the chief gronnd and erig^ of a^' 
clainuu Have the goodness, w^ to pass attentively 
over it ; and to carry forward, in the examination^ a' 
view of the events whieh have smee occurred to en- 
tablish the correctness of the mMsnres there alhided 
to. It will satisfy yon that a persi^verance te tiieae 
measores has ^ven peace to this country ai^ eman- 
cipation to three hundred of our fellow citKom $ and 
that, wliile it has done something to stamp a good 
impression on the pirates of Bart»ary, it has saved 
your treasury more than a million of BoQars. My 
reward, hitherto, is penury and wounds 1 I ^onghi 
not, perhaps, to say Uiis ; it carries someihing which 
savors of reproach : this I do not mean. Z have no 
where been refused indemnity. On: the contrary, 
tb]*ee years ago, when as yet the effects of my ar- 
raugem^ts had not been realized, your Comraittea 
expressed an opinion that I had a well founded efom 
on the government. 

But the delay, in the decision necessary to a reim- 
bursement of my expenditures, has greatly duttreas^ 
ed me in my individual concerns — expenditures ot 
which my country now reap the profit— and of whkh 
a vast majority of my countrymen appear to be very 
sensible. 
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I do not ]»Feseiii myself here to ask alms^ nor to 
^^expMt gi^fttuitiea — ^nor yet to draw on your sensibili- 
ty: to awaken a consideration tor all the sacrifices to 
.which I yielded in standing to the duties of my station 
at the Goart of a piratical despot^ and on the coast of 
.asuyage enemy. Tou cannot make me such indem- 
nity — ^you cannot, sir, under any shape I can present 
th^ claim, award me a remuneration for the sacrific- 
es of pr^erty incident to the vexations, impositions 
and proscriptions which the Bey of Tunis practiced 
on me in consequence of my resistance to his unwar- 
rantable exactions against the United States — ^¥ou 
eaonot bring back to me nine years of active life^ — 
yon eannot restore to me tiie strength of an arm. 
Biit for aetual disbursements for the benefit of our 
common country, whether voluntary or extorted, I 
have a righi. agam to resort to your justice, and to 
believe tlmt this justice will be no longer delayed. 

It is only fit here, therefore, that I avow the per- 
feet confidence I feel, sir, in the disposition and the 
righteousness of this Committee to give my claims a 
deliberate and a seasonable review, and an eqniiable 
award. 

, With regard, however, to the last item of my 
charge, it should be remarked — this was not origin- 
cMy intended, to he brought against the United States. 
I liad faith that the honor of tlie Court of Sardinia 
would redeem the paper of a nobleman charged with 
the' high trust of a national negociator t and in case 
of failure here, had confidence in the exertions of the 
son of that nobleman to reimbuise me the cash I was 
compelled to pay, as his surety, for the redemption 
of the child of his affection, and for the honor of his 
family. 1 should, undoubtedly, have realized these 
confidences had not a dispensation of the govern- 
ment of the United States (unacquainted with the 
usages of that country) released the surety held at 
Tunis for the debt, and been construed by the Chcv- 
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alier Porcille as a generous acquittal dfthrdfefitfr;* 
A reimbarsement ought to come ftom the^ Gomt <rf 
Sardinia to our government. pApei^ touching thSfc 
transaction are submitted with my other docamenf. 
The lieavy expences incident to an appeal to this 
Chancery for such a length of time as I have heeik 
heforiD yon^ and at so great a distance from my hom^e j 
together with the circumstances of these ^tivaip 
funds lying so long useless to me have nect^ssarily 
laid me under pecuniary responsibility to tay frll&nd§. 
The suspense of another year must lodge me iik a 
prison ! 

If you find, sir, that I have been npright to my 
country — ^let my country, by a reciprocity, now ^iM- 
ble me to ranson myself. 

J liavQ the honor to he^ 
with perfect respect , 

Sir^ your most obedien sm'vant, 
WILLIAM EATON. 



In May, Gen. Eaton was elected hy the inhab- 
itants of Brimfield, a representative in the legislature 
of the state of Massachusetts : the fir§t session of 
which commenced the last of that month, which how- 
ever, he was uoable to attend, having been summon- 
ed to attend the court about to sit in Richmond, 
(Vir.) for the trial of Aaron Burr and (4hers. The 
trial was very long, and in Richmond he spent the 
greater part of the summer. Here his intemperate 
habits became more confirmed ; and a very great 
proportion of his time was spent at the card table ; 
at which he lost large sums of money ; besides con- 
siderable sums in betting on the ii^sue of BurFs trial* 

Great pains were taken by Burr and his counsel 
to invalidate the testimony of EiATOK, but without 
success. Much was expected from the presence 
and relation of Col. Gaither, of whom mention is 

• This was a debt of 1T,000 piasters, due to the United State *i, 
which Mr. Jefferson kindfy relinquished by his own imperial will . 
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miAd Ift a foitaMNr ftafft of tiui ypU«NP> but the wu 
dentse of EA^Tdif ^ reoiaaned uninjured. 

At the comiienaMDnt of the second sesMooft of 
ike le^slfttiure of Mafisechusetts^ in December^ Gen. 
£^Ti»f took, his i^eat The to«rtii which had sent 
tarn #M decisively federal^ aud expected firott hiHi 
a ccmrse of political conduct agreeable to tbeir wish- 
es^ He had the repiltatioii^ generally^ of bring of 
<Im Wadqb^ton scliobl ; bilt the delivetj of a speeek 
in HfM^ he condbttned the conduct and, iiiipeach^d 
Ihe^ iotegrily of Chief Justice MarsAiall ; aod ki 
which were uttered many expresdleni^ and sentiaienta 
tffmsive to tbe purity of femlraliam ; oeiia^ued tl» 
ifrilhdrawing of tonfid^niBein both paities* 

By a vain attempt thus to secure the good opteiod 
of botli, parties he lost the political esteem of both. 
Nor less wal^ diminished the personal esteem geii^r* 
ally entertained fw him at the commencement of t&e 
sessicm. He was invited to the tables of sdme of the 
mdst resfpedtaMci ebaTactei*s in Boston^ where his de- 
portment wassiieh in many initanees^ as iroon td ren- 
d^ him an unwek^me guest. He goveniedlus glaad 
with little jealousy ; and at such times^ as is usual^ 
his " wit was ont;^^ 

In the spring of the year 1808$ Gek. Eatok, wa# 
summoned to attend the UMted States di^ttkt Gcrnrt 
in Philadelphia^ as a witness in the trial of a per^ 
son charged with being esteemed i^trith^Binr. (H 
his return he learned, to hiliSSisappointment and liior'* 
tification, that he Was not reelected to the legislature 
of this state ; the equivocal part he had taken the 
last session having alietiated the cooifidenee of the 
town in his political firmness. 

Several of his letters to some friends in Washings 
ton betray Ids wishes and expectations oi receiVidf^' 
some high military command in the army of the V^^ 
nited States. His disappointment in this respect; 
the refusal of the town of Brimfleld again to 9t^d? 
him to the General Court, and the derangement aiid 
embarrassment of his domestic and pei^miaty con^ 
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eetn»; so preyed upoe bis mfad tluit ke seeins tmm 
this time to have given himself up to the demair of 
»romotion> of memliti± his fertane or roestahushiDg 
his char&eler : his hfibite ol ioten^^ennoe became 
more eonstaat and exeesraive ; and excepting ki mo- 
ments dl hilarity he i^ipeiu^ to view the world with 
gloom or indigmition. 

} In the month of A:ugQst;, his son £ti £» DiuueU 
^on^ who had aceompanied hira in his expedition to 
Berne, andio whom he was parttcnkrly attached, 
fell in a dnel at New York, in conseqaenee of a 
quarrel with a brother. offieer in the navy. . Inira*. 
nation of this misfortnne was received, in a. ktter 
from Mr. Babbit ; to which Gek. £atok> gave the 
fofio wing answer. 

• . . . i ■ . => 

irimfieUy J^^ I4tfty 1868. 
Dear Siu, 

THE symiiatby ycm manifest in the 
erent which occurred on the Sth instant, so afflietias 
to myself and family, receives owe unafieetad tt^* 
knowledgments. 

I wished Danielson might have lived to the use- 
fulness of which be was capable. — Bnt who can 
parry the arrow of death ! TI^ when and the* where 
we receive the shock is of less consequence than the 
how. — I have always flattered myself that your friend 
*eould not die unlike a brave man : but it pains me 
that the ground of his fall bad not been marked with 
mwc' usefulness to his country.-^Brave, great and 
experienced men may sometimes find it necessary to 
their reputation that they meet in personal, contest ; 
this may be justified where the fate of a nation is de- 
p^idi^ ; such oceurrenees are rare : but the trivial 
disputes which excite ardent young men to ^t life 
up at a game of hazard, cannot be reconciled to prin- 
ciples of morality, patriotbm, nor character. Daniel- 
son . wanted no tests of his bravery : young, as he 
was^ experience had tested this. I lament more the 
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a]M«a« of hifli pva^Dce than I shoidcl the loss we 
feel. had he fallen in the legitimate field of glory .-*^ 
The manner of Hamilton's death added nothing to 
the lustre of his fame; and the eireumstance of 
Burr's killing him gave no mim the more tponfidence 
ia Burr's honesty nor patriotism : the catastrophe 
satisfied no one on the merits of the.cause which 
produced it. . Individuals may slaughter each other 
lionorably by the laws of chlvalvy— all that society 
ean.prKMiiHince on this.exhihkion of c(»irage is — ^Alas i 
The absenciB of Commodnre !l^dgers at that eveutful 
moment is much- to be ^mented : His presence 
W4>uld have overawed the extremity which has 
brougbtc affliction vto ttetcdnoerned for the deceased^ 
9Xkd a loss to the service of our c6untry--«-I most de- 
• VQQtly hope that thiS' unhappy incident may prove a 
caution to the young gentlemen of your profession^ . 
against sudden sallies of passions^ 

Any thing In detail which you can state concern- 
lag the melancholy death of my son and friend^ will 
colder on me a peculiar obligation. I have received 
no communications from Mr, Boyd^ nor Mr. Evans^ 
on the subject. 

lanifSir^ 8Cc. 
WILLIAxM EATOK 
JAevdt. FiTz H. Bai^bit, 
XT'. & JVfl2?5?. 



That Gfix. Eaton was in almost all respects in, 
principle a genuine disciple of the Washington 
school of polities is certain. The acquittal of Biirr 
however in some measure soured his miud^ and the 
hope of promotion in the army^ by gratifying the rul- . 
ing administration^ occasioned at times a considera- 
ble swerving from his convictions. In the autumn orf* 
tliis year he however boldly denounced the general 
policy and measut^es of Congress. The following 
^peech^ made in town meeting in Brimfield, is. wor- 
thy preservation as an exhibition of his qratqrici^tl 
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ialeatfi^ as w^il M for ll|i general co«fMteeM0ffii^ 
eiple aii4 prophecy. 



^i9m the Boston Repeftory. 

BRIMFIELD TOWN MEETIM&. 

ffn the ft&ih uU. the Inh^Aitants in BrimfieU, tn Ikh 
State ^ being iulff notified^ a08onibled to take imh 
conaiieration the ea^eiience of petitbming ffte 
President of tfie United States to remove ike JBft^ 
oareo in whole or in part, or to antvepe Coi^fess^ 
witk that vieWy if his power were deemed tiiccHK- 

Setent. On this occasion^ General EATOirtiul^ 
ressed his feUow townsmen in the fMbmng 
Speechf which was requested for pvHied^ion htf 
vote of the town, and forwarded to ^sJbr that pmr^ 
yose. 

^JtlABKS BT GEfYERlL EATO^. 

, IN the address of the inhabitants of the 
|;jOWB of Boston to the pne^ident of the United State^^ 
and now offered to thia town for eoncunrenfce^ we 
see nothing unconstitutional nor disrespeetful. — Ite 
object, if attainable, is essentially impoi4atit to the 
commercial and agricultural interests ai this ceun- 
' try : and not le^s jnecessary to our cevenue. In- 
deed the distress and misery occasioned among aU 
classes of our fellow citizens by the Embargo, th&i 
negative measure of coercion, are of themseh'es suft* 
cient to justify this appeal for relief. 

It is hardly necessary, ai this moment, minutely 
to investigate the pauses or the mptives which indue- 
ed the Embargo. Admit, what cannot be denied, 
that the interdictions upon qur commence by the bel* 
ligerents, if fAf^i/ could have been enforced, would 
have nearly excluded us from the ocean— that by 
both parties we have been <)a(raged-^pkmder^4 <^u 
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ii^nlted hy IbiiCh-^attd agaiinst botli liail sufficient 
cause of war : it does not follow, from any thing 
that appears tons, that the position w^ have taken 
to meet those aggressions has prodncecl any relaxa- 
tion of the restraints iniposed on us as a neutral na- 
tion ; nor any amelioration of onr sufferings. 

A season, as it relates to commerce, has elapse^ 
jtinee the imposition of the Bmbargo ; the expert- 
aient has neither procured ns national honor ^ national 
0$t6tir^^^-nov dmnesMc tranquility ; on the contrary, 
in a naetic^al and domestic point of view,, we suff'er 
iftKim^this meaisure erery disaster Incident to war, ex* 
^ejM^aetaal invasion, without any of the possible ad- 
Tantage$ of war. For though we see not on our plains, 
giarmentsy rolled in blood, we see our sea board de- 
tected by a hardy race of our natural defenders, 
trhdmistarvatioii has compelled to seek foreign ser- 
vice ; to die ingloriously and unlamented. 'f^iongli 
we see not the devastation of plundering armies, we 
feel our wealth dihiinishing to a death bed coni^ump-'' 
tion for want of action— rtcommerce annihilated — in- 
du^tiy discouraged — the heart of enterprise broken--^ 
and a species m lazaroni begiuoing to crowd our 
oorches with nq other claims on our charity than 
icant of emphyment ! And though we do not, indeed 
weep the misfortunes of our flas for defeated squad- 
rons and armies, we blush its fallen glory as the ef- 
fects of a pusilanimous spwulation on events mucli 
inore dishonorable than manlyidofeat. 

It is believed ho real American will deny that both 
France and England have given us sufficient provo- 
cation to war. Not to mention the captures, deten- 
tiensy condemnations, burnings 2iVLA sinkings of our 
ships and merchandise by decrees of Napoleon the 
First ; not to mention his insolence at our court ; his 
ftoudufettt sale tohonest purchasers, of the unbound- 
ek Louisiana, and his subsequent interference in be- 
ha^lf of the claims of Spain to tlie very territory he 
soii^ us, should have been enough to have raised the 
res€^ntmei|tofthis whole pation.— That transaction 
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flways remlii^s one of .an upstart who wee (^Ssred 
our Saviour aU theJeuigdom^qfthe earth on conidi* 
tion of bis boma^e—The Uevil was rebuked — 
][^naparte succeeoed better with a subject Both 
l»ad an equal right; to the. kingdom they proposed 
to barter for homage. ^ . 

' But all tbe violations of our ri^W^,^ on the part of 
the Corsican^ are^st^ent^y and ta^nely endured^ aod 
the edge of resentment, mider bis patronage^ is solely 
pointed to England. It can no longer be ccineeal' 
edy that the Embargo was intended for the Britisjli 
nation^ and^r her aione ; else why do her «]p|ps loC 
war continue to be excluded froQ^ our ports, tmd 
those of her enemy admitted to indulgeneies whioh 
are denied to our own citizens ? It is believed that 
the Embargo was .coptemplated as a taar ineasure >' 
.^d mean^, by some leading characters of our admin- 
istration, to froduGe that effect. Indeed I do Mat 
hesitate to assertf that w^n with England has been 
« matter of calculation with the cMef magistrate of 
tbe Umted States. Else wby have all lus messen- 
gers left thmr; dispatches in France ; and to amuse 
our confidence, gone in blank to England ? Mhe why 
do we see so many posts c^ trust and honor filled 
with avowed enemies to England, and devoted 
friends of an usurper ? 

But «uch an event under existing cireumstanees, 
would prove ruinous to our country* Allied, am 
England now is, with Spain and Portugal, the whote 
boundary line of these United States, both by sea 
and laud, comprising a clFeumfereuee of more than 
four thousand miles, would become an enemy fron- 
tier. Spain has never yet ceded Louisiana to us. 
The discontented subjects of that territory ; tbe jeal- 
ous Mexicans ; the choice spirits on the waters 
the Missisippi ; tbe restless, untamed sons of tl 
forest ; and the British provinces of Canada, wou| 
all cooperate against us, on that border : what bai 
er can we oppose to them in defence of thatj 
peetiou of the Pinion? 
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'tJeme to our Atlantic seaboard.— ^Wliat have we 
to defend our commercial towns and cities^ the seals 
of our wealthy and resourees'ofour' revenue^ against 
the e^nUined navies of Great Britain* and her allies ? 
Will our gunboats and mud batteries do it ? The 
noiAon is ridiculoiis. Can Bonaparte do it ? Every 
body knows he cannot float a Frenchman across^. 
Atlantic^ except in disguise of a mfandiarin ! A great 
Btatesman and philosopher would recommend Asyl- 
um in mountains^ — but tlie dwellings like the habits 
of N'ew England are too fixed for mountain retreats. 
Our altars and fire sides We cannot abandon for caves 
and grottos. If neither the policy nor the, energy of 
the measures of administratis can protect us at 
home^ where shall we look for protection ? Shall we 
eede ourselves to fVance by allianoe with her ty- 
rant ? We commit national suicide and die an. igno- 
minious political death. We have' the tale of half 
Europe to admonish us against such a dependence. 
Bonaparte like Judas^ kisses to betray- The only 
possible- benefit resulting from his good graces would 
be, to be brought calmly zn fi-om the ^tempestuous 
sea of lil>erty,^' and securely grounded in the dry 
dock of despotism. Our imperial and royal ally 
would graciously signify to us his paternal solicitude 
for our safety by creating his well beloved nephew 
Don Jbrome Patterson Napoleon, \K?w^ of these 
States i and his faithful and trusty General cmi 
JPienipotentiari/ Turreau, Lieutenant and Regent 
of the kingdom during the minority of his said neph- 
ew. Our governors cf States would be provided 
from his general staff. Are Americans so soon pre- 
pared for this pc^itical annihilation and voluntary 
transmigration into liBptiles ? Not yet ! Let us be 
loo^d from the sliackles which depress the nation'; 
pat on our armor ; and let ns like Spaniards, resist 
the lure and the fraud of a' btood stained son of ra- 
pine, — ^To support this position must we take the 
haaid of England ? Then would our catastrophe be 
us certain; though we. may linger out somewhat 
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longer A disgrteefdl «xistesiee.-^-^Botfar iheise nirfibiis 
Imve ati iteUng palm for ISiIb cofaatrf. Tbr]^ IhiTt 
pentended for it erer siaec its distoiwry^ eve& whet 
i forest. The oldest soldier aiid joui^M s'tlidieftt ti- 
nKHig us know this. But^ if st a {lerira ^^heii wSA 
mnd UDproductive, it Was aitobjiieliof toatest^ bow 
JDiuch more so now when it ihi^ prodtiee to a kxak- 
queroi^ot a sedueer^ a reT^enue or k eodtribiilioiiof tM^- 
t7 nlOions a year. Against the ItiiM of eonquest vs^A 
the pride of einpire do ^e ex[^eet xa^igkmkjusHtB te 
defead us P The term alas^ i« no hiliger to be feuild 
in the libraries ofcomts'! Gah ii«f ^Jrtiess satetij^f 
Wfaea \kfky^ we known a tyrant lift Mb foot Irom ^at 
neck of a voluntary sTave^ or a isoniltry weeiYing fbr> 
e%ti pvotection who wese not nltitolety reduc^ to 
Tassalage ! Ko : It is upon tiie ami of^tid and the 
nze of our own means tliiit thk nation mti^ rely far 
the recovery «f its rights and fto the maititeimnQe <rf 
our iiidependence. tJncber that Madghty pl*ote(^i9n 
we must stand by our own streti^th. AlUaAees bite 
generally ended m the »me wdy the very ia^tant a 
preponderance of power and advantage has l&Iien 
into ejtfaer scmle. 

The great events now agitathig iti the easteim co«l- 
tinetit^ may^ and it would seem must so eomp^tcly 
occnpy the warring rivals of Eupope thid their ava- 
rice would be turned from the United 8tate» for \ 
lime ; and great advantages^ if improved, thence re- 
salt to our commercial enterprise. Lift the Embar- 
go ; /care commerce to shift for itself; and, in des- 
pite of iraperral deciHses, we have open a vast field 
for the display of this enterprise. We hare the !&?it- 
ish ports every where— Sweden and N^rway-^-^the 
nvhoie coast of Portugal and SpAin — the islands 
^tinorca and Majorca — ^the whole Turkish coast of 
the MediteiTanean,-except Algiers — the entire wes- 
tern and southern coast of Africa — the borders^of the 
Bed Sea— Indk and China 5 Madeira, Tenei^e and 
the Azores — most of the rich islands of the WeJit In- 
dies«~the Spanish and Portuguese eoast of South 
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At£Mr»^--*-ibe vfkoXt Ameriean eeast of ^e Fafeifle 
OeeAQ. And what is more imxjortaut to us^ oxaown 
Const and our own Fisheries^ comprising more than 
foiH* fifths of ifae commercial coasts of the four Gon^ 
tinents^ and productive islands of the seas. Shall 
we forego all the advantages which could be derived 
from these sources of wealth from dread of the de- 
l^rees of an adventurer^ who has grown potent from 
incident^ and whom the justice of Heaven may soon 
throw back to impotence on his native island of toeks 
and sterility ? A mighty man of valor who dares not 
send a bombketch to sea through djread of his enemy i 
Such humility is too degrading to the feelings of 
brave men luid honest Americans. 

But if this crisis be seised as by many apprehend- 
eAy and by some asserted^ to try an experiment upon 
a favorite plan of withdrawing ourselves entirely 
from the $eas« and wholly abandoning foreign com- 
merce, it requires no deep penetration to foresee that 
the experiment, if persevered in, will produce a dis^ 
memberment of the unions " Where the treasure is^ 
ibere will the heart be also.^^ Friendship and union 
end the moment that interests clash, or that an oveP- 
hearing disposition betrays itself in a section of the 
union. The commerce of New £ngland is our most 
productive field of industry* Deprive us of this, and 
we may become hewers of wood and drawers of wa- 
ter io task masters of more luxuriant climates ; But 
^ve this humiliation sink us, hearts will bleed and 
heads tvillfalL I mean not generally to implicate a- 
tiy section of the United States in hostility to the in- 
terests and growth of the North and the £ast ; but 
in some leading chaiacters I have witnessed conduct 
-which would justify the suspicion ; and no where 
more strongly than in an obstinate opposition to the 
just claims of our countrymen who unsuspectingly 
purchased territory under the solemngraptof a state: 
1 mean on the Tazoo. ' The embargo is not without 
it$ features of a simular design. It destroys the 
fruits of our industiy and turns our labors to nought. 
33 
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^i^cnXtuTB i8ik$ handmaid qf Commerce says 9 
great man. But if the abilities of. the Governess be 
pinioned^ where shall the handmaid find means to be 
useful to herself? The present times answer this 
question. What is to be done with the surplus prod- 
uce of our hard earnings upoa^ ous hard furms I 
Perish in our graneriesi^ and cells ! Where is tHe cir- 
culating medium of our country ? Embargoed. In 
ban'ks^ which like thegates^of deaths shut and no 
man opens — How shalithe farmer and the fisherman f 
discharge his contraxits ? By .bafffcruptcy ! How is^ 
the ciyiT list to be paid ? And how the national debt 
provided for ? By direct taxes I How find the means 
to pay direct taxes ? Our dignified retirement within 
oWselves does not aflford them— ^hall we aH go pri- 
vateering ? We are Bmbai^oed ! Situated as we ar« 
we possess nothing, nor can we produce any thing 
which will bring cash. •And though we give our 
bodies to be burned^ and have not cash, it is nothing. 
Privation and imprisonment will not pay a debt of 
bonor, nor satisfy an execution ; but if things stand 
on as now goings this state of dignified retirement^ 
will by -and by become ow dernier resort for making 
ourselves respected abroad and secure at-home. 

Our national father, Washington, whose name all 
parties hail with enthusiasm, always recommended 
to (he stales, as a strong bond of unio% mutual sac- 
rifices, forbearances and suflFerings. {1 wish his 
valedictory may be read in caucuses.) How has hifi 
council beei> respected ? The eastern states have 
b^en left naked of tlefence to spare money for capar- 
isoning a hobby on the west of our ancient bounda- 
rie8,(for such is Louisiana, )and it is believed the Em- 
burgp was recommended, in some measnre,^ to grati- 
fy the ifiM>evial vender of that hobby, lest in his wraili 
he sboi!ild dismount- his rider. Whatever the in- 
ducement to the measure, the author could not but 
foresee that it must, if continued, operate unequally 
upon the different states. The north and east bave 
not the natural resources of the south- and west. 
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Borne of our necessaries of life^ many of our conveni- 
eiM^es^ and most of our luxuries^ are derived from 
commerce : Deprive us totally of this resort^ and 
^vants both real and ima^nary will assail us^ and 
\viU produce tbat discontentment wbich presidential 
proclamations will find difficult to .pacify. Let . us 
be indulged in the exercise of our natural energy, 
the use of our resources^ and the pride of our Inde- 
, pendence ; and ^^e will not be reproaijhful at tjie 
.philosophy which seeks sht'.ter in a mountain or a 
tub* I shall vote for the Boston address — and I 
hope the Ere^ident will give it, graciously, his higli 
consideration. 

In Town Meting in BvififieUy Aug. 29, 1808. 
Voted^ to request of Gen.' JBaton, a copy ^f>f,;his.^ 
remarks on the subject of the Communic^^^^^^*^ sacerdb, 
Bostott to the Select men ^ T&ti^^^^MJt&^Z^ 

.L/Opy OI record. ..^ they:: had done him, professed 

Attp«4t S ^''**> ^^^ to show that he was in earnest* 

-^tic&i, ^^sence of the faithful, by his own h^nif 

. - i4ig accomplished, he joined, under the new 

In December i^"^ jpa^^^^n fcr TrebizoMd, on the southern shore 

^^« «« T?, . On the way he practised his profession by giving 

ler, or H-Ugen^ sick, and. selUng, for considerable sums of money, 
fivpt in sear«»'V^P^^ ^^ which were written sentences from the Koran 
mnied Ea-^ ^*^ '*^^ sancufied by applying jhem to bis shaven and 

ed as a 0^^^*^^ he was informed that the Bashaw was dangerously 
A\7«ii* fume**^*"^*^^^^^ "^^^^ blindness. Ho was directed to. prescribe for 
cvci appi^ patient : but;lhis he refused to do, until he should be ad- 
by this '|o the sovereign presence. Thither he was conducted through 
!, 1 J • armed soldiers and ranks of kneeling officers. Having arnv- 
-¥ir , -*^^ ^*^^ chamber, the dervise displayed all the pomp and gran- 
lir asivbf his calling, by soieumly invoking God and the prophet. He 
Ajijpjji.*, proceeded to enouire under what disease the Bashaw labored. 
" ,"'*3ingthat he was afflicted with a fever accompanied with a violent 
datioammatioaof theeyes, and judging that he mi§ht recover both 
jjiou-alth and sight, he boldly declared it to be God's will that both these 
' "/ents should happen, after the next new moon, provided certain in- 
andirmediate remedies should be used.— Then searchi 



ing the ^ouch con- 

g his meaiCHies ana apparatus, ne produceu a white powder 

.fhich he ordered to be blown ipto the bashaw's eyes, aind a wash of 



-"Hiilk and water to be frequently employed afterwards. Sw^ting was 
^likewise recommended, by the assistance qf warm drinks and 
blankets. He was well rewarded by money and presents: and the 
next day departed with the caravan towards Persia, intendfing to be 
jf nine or ten days' journey from Trebi^ond before the new mofui 
should appear, that lie might be g^uite out of reach^ in case the event 
ihoujd be unfortunate. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



r^^.'^wjm I ■ 



Wi iaf£ or 

H« tytx considered kiftiself a^ having been tiie vl^? 
inteqtioiml means of rendering the situation of the 
Bx^Bashaif less eligible than before bis eo^^ratiou 

and Johnson has draw;n at full length the portrait of Sav^e. Odier 
exttaordinarjr persons demanded trom time to time the aid of biogra- 
phy. For a fear and more, a remarkable man has Hved at the seat of 
the national government. He has attracted so much attention as to 
^ve been the subject of a special act of congress* Few of the mem- 
bers knevr much about him ; and still less was known to «he publk. 
On the passage of the bill in his favor, one ol the representatives o^ 
f he people was, from diffidence and the love of quiet, withheld 'from 
^eliviermg the following history Of the man. 

Geruann Prodash SiS^uari was born at a yillage near Trent, in Hie 
Tyrol, on the twenty first of October, 17T2. He was educated in one 
Of the schools of that country, in which part of the learner's time is de- 
voted to literature, and part to the exercise of the agricultural and 
mechanic arts. He was then sent to college, for the purpose of the- 
mg educated to the Romish chufch. But not Hking hi's occupatido 
or prospects, he<)uitt^d his theological studies and .entered very yomng 
▼**''5er|^gjiedlife For a while he solicited employment as a sur- 
We possess tfbprtly after, when Joseph the Second ordered an ex- 
«,i.:^u ,»:il !«•.:*«» tf!.«j he entered the army under Laudun, ?nd 
which Will bring Cai^ Belgrade. He afterwards sustained his 
bodies to be burned^ and /O^urmser. After the capitulation 

Privation and imprisonmenr^H^^^I'^gi ?Sj ^^ 



honor^ nor satisfy an execution ;*he French at Mibn,'and 
on as now going, this state of ddgn\:;f ^^J^%^1 
will by -and by beciome our dernier resiof ophim^andes 



ourselves respected abroad and secure <^t '^^j^^^^^^t 
Our national father^ Washington, wbo%iiiv of his sit- 
parties hail with enthusiasm, always reei,^*^^*^^ 
to the^states, as a strong bond of unio% ranC.^ ^ * 
rifices, forbearances and sufferings. (I w">ai* «« 
valedictory may be read in caucuses.) How .^ in the 
<50uncil beei> respected ? The eastern states |^>^ 
been left na^ed of defence to spare money for <ito the 
isoning a hobby on the west of our ancient bouM*^ 
rie8,(for such is Louisiana, )and it is believed the i^M 
bargo was recommended, in some measure,^ to giY« ^ 
iy the imperial vender of that hobby, lest in his wrLaw 
he s1)oi!ild di^mouni his rider. WhatcveF the p'- 
ducen^ent to the measure, the author could not h^. 
foresee that it must, if conttnued, operate unequal ta^ 
upon, the different states. The north and east ha^. 
not thie natural resources of the soutb* and west. 

J 
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witk the forces of the United States : He v likewise 
considered himself authodned to make the treaty 
>vithhim which was made^ and the government of the 

4rink. At kngth loec^ing a Capuchin^ he begfcd of him a pack of 
cards, and a pistol ; and with the aid of these he exhibited tricky, and 
retrieved in some measure his desperate fortune* 

About this time, Bi*une» who had commanded the French army at 
Milan, when he made Iiis escapei arrived at Constantinople as the 
Frexich embassador ; and he, fearing that he might be discovered and 
arrest4:d» ealistcd in tJie Turkish service. Two expeditions were then 
on foot : one against Passwan Qglou. in Bulgaria ; and the other a- 
gainst Elfy Bey in Egypt. He jomed the latter ; and on the defeat of 
f he Turkish detachment to which l\e belonged, saved his head by be- 
taking himself to the desert, and courting protection from the Be- 
^oween Arabs.. After his unfortunate expedition, he returned to 
Cbnstantinopky aiui solicited a passport from the Russian minister to 
get into Muscovy This being refused him, he once more endeavor- 
ed to obtain military employment, by the Turks j but Iq this he was 
unsuccessful. 

He now resolved to assume the character of a dervise. These are 
the functionaries of religion, and always combine, with their sacerdo- 
tal otfice, those of physician and conjurer. To be initiated into this 
order he made a formal renunciation of Christianity, denounced its 
followers for the wrongs and injuries they hud done him, professed 
the Mahometan faith in due form, and to show that he was in earnest, 
circumcisedhimself in the presence of the faithful, by his own h^nd 
with a razor. This being accomplished, he joined, under the new 
name of Murat Aga, a caravan for Trebizoiid, on the southern shore 
of the Black sea,. On the way he practised his profession by giving 
idir^tioos to the sick, and selling, fer consideraole sums ot money, 
^mall piecesof paper on which were written sentences from the Koran 
in Turkish, which he sanctified by applying them to his ishaven and 
leaked crown. 

At Trebizond he was informed that the Bashaw was dangerously 
sick and threatened with blindness. He was directed to. prescribe for 
this grand patient : but;lhis he refused to do, until he should be ad- 
mitted to the sovereign presence. Thither he was conducted through 
files of armed soldiers and ranks of kneeling officers. Having arriv- 
ed in the sick chamber, the dervise displayed all the pomp and gran, 
deur of his calling, by solemnly invoking God and the prophet- He 
next proceeded to enauire under what disease the Bashaw labored 
finding that he was afflicted with a fever accompanied with a violent 
inflammation, of the eyes, and judging that he mi^ht recover both 
health and sight, he boldly declared it to be God's will that both these 
events should happen, after the next new moon, provided certain in- 
termediate remedies should be used^—Then searcning the pouch con- 
taining his medicines and apparatus, he produced a white powder 
which he ordered to be blown into the bashaw's eyes, aind a wash of 
milk and water to be frequently employed afterwards. Sweating was 
likewise recommended, by the assistance o.f warm drinks and 
blankets,. He was well rewarded by money and presents; and the 
next day departed with the caravan towards Persia, intending to be 
nine or ten days' journey from Trebizond before the new mofm 
should appear, that he might be g^uite out of reach^ in case the event 
should be unfortunate. 
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United States bound for Us folfilmeiit. Hence bis 
complaiifts were constant against what he called tba 
duplicity, injustice and treachery of Lear, sanctioned 

This caravan beine aumerous, aad heavily loaded, was oveitaiken 
some days afterward Dv ^ lighter, and armed caravan, -wlto pursued 
them for the purpose of plunder. . And the caravan to which lie be- 
longed finding it must either fight or purchase terms, it chose the laU 
ter . This affair being settled, be hewrd two men of the maraudtae car. 
avan talking to each mother, .concerning the grand dervise who had cur- 
ed the Bashaw ofTrebizond. He heard them say tliat recovery was 
confidently expected, inasmuch as the threatening symptoms nad a- 
bated, and the prospect was every way more encouraging. The der- 
vise then rejoiced at the beneficial operation of the causnc Ume which 
he had ordered to be blown into the Bashaw's eyes, to eat the films a- 
way . On hi^ return the physician presented himself be£ore the governi^ 
or. He was received as a great and good man, and loaded again with 
4onations. 

At this place he remained until a caravan was prepared to nmtertake 
a iourney to Mecca. To this body of pilgrims and traders, he atUch- 
ed iiimself as a dervise. They arnved in proper time in that region oi 
Yemen . But the Wechsrt)ites had made preat |>roere€S in their ranatiq^ 
al woik. They had demolished in part the ola reneion of Mahomet, 
and set up their new revelation in its stead, burned the body of the 
prophet, destroyed the holy temjAe, and sequestered the revenue paid 
at the shrine of Mahomet The caravan reared to encounter tfiese 
zealous and daring innovators, and halted at a distance. But the der- 
vise, availing himself partly of his priestly occupation, and partly of 
his personal adroitness, wept .over to their camp, and was well re- 
ceived. 

Havinjg tarried as long as lie pleased in Mecca, he went to a port 
near Jedda, a city on the Red sea. Thence be crossed to the west 
side, and coasted along to Suez There he made iumself known to 
lord Gordon, a Scottish traveller, and enteredinto his employ, as an in.: 
terpreter. With him he travelled to Cairo, and through the Lermar« 
to Nubia and Abyssinia. His last exercise previous to his seperation 
from that munificent eentleman, was to decomtewith flowers, fruits, 
leaves, branches and cnandeliers, the hall in which his empk^rer, on 
his return, gavea^lendid treat to the foreign residents and consuls^ 
then at Cairo. 

From this place, he returned after an absence of six years, to iUex- 
andria/. and on inquiring for his wife, was told she was in conceal- 
ment. A separation was readily agreed upon by mutual consent, and 
•she immediately formed a connexion with a Copt, a man of her own 
sect. 

Being once more in Cairo, he wholly threw aside the character of a 
dervise, and assumed the occupation and uniform of an engineer. 
Here he was engaged in planning military works, and in superintend- 
ing their execution. While he was thus employed, news was brought 
him that captain Eat 01^ had arrived, and wished a confidential and 
intrepid agent, to convey a message to Hamet Caramelli, the Ex.Bash- 
aw ot Tripoli in Barbary. At an interview which took place between 
them, the former first swore the latter to secrecy on the Koran, aad 
then communicated his project. 

Having agreed to thexonditions, he took the earliest opportunity to 
desert tlS Turks, and to penetrate through the desert to the Mama- 
J like camp, where Caramelli was ; in poverty and dcppendence, . 
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Iiy the admimstrfttioQ. ^ He frequently received leU 
ters from HameX some of whicli were forwarded tf> 
Congress ; and exerted himself as far as in his- 

. thoueh respected. It is^to be understood that Egypt is divided .int» 
Bnnish and French parties : the Turks being attached to the Fr«hch^ 
and the Aj[aiBalukes to the English. With a single attendant and two 
dromedaries, he proceeded with the swiftness of wind, feeding the 
animals with small balls composed of meal and eggs, and taking n» 
other sleep than he could catch upon the back or the hard trotting 
, beast.^ He reached the Mamaluke camp in safety. ThcChiek, in to- 
ken of a welcome reception, gave him a few sequins^ refreshed him 
with coiTee. In a short time he so arranged matters with the Ex-Bash.-> 
aw, that one night Caramelli went forth as if on an ordinary expedition 
with about one tiundred and fifty followers, and instead of returning 
to his Ma^aaiuke encampment, ^ed his way over the track4ess sands^ 
and with that force reached ths rendezvous of the enterprising Amer- 
ican. 

With all the forces they could jointly assemble, they traversed, with 
extreme toil and suffering, the deserts of Barca, for the purjjose of 
making a«diversion in favor of the sauadron of armed ships which the 
United States of America had ordered against the city of Tripoli . Af- 
ter surmounting incredible hardships, they arrived at Deme. and 
gained an advantage over the troops of the reigning bashaw in a skirm- 
ish. T}ttfract!on spread terror through all the Tnpolitan dominions^ 
and exceedingly jg^armed the Bashaw m his castle. Immediately after 
a peace was coiKluded by consul Lear. In consequence of this, orders 
were forthwith sent to the American- vessels on the coast and the co-*^ 
operating land forces under Eaton, to discontinue hostile operations. 
Ihe Egyptian hostVas requested to embark in the American vessels. 
Part ofthem, thus stopped in midcareer, did so : and the rest remain- 
ed on shore, subject, now they were inferibr in martial strengtli,.to the 
cruelty and caprice of the angry despot aiid his vassals* 

Leitensdorfer was one of the persons who went on board and witness- 
ed the mortification of the Ex.Bashaw and the ravings of his lieuten- 
ant general, at this unexpected order, so subversive of their plans, 
and so ruinous of the>r hopes. He himself acted as a colonel. In this 
vessel he went, by way Oi Malta^to Syracuse. From wluch place he 

Sroceeded to Albma,, taking the route of Corfu to Salona, with the 
esign of inquiring by letter what was the situation of a son by his fir^t 
marriage, whom he had lef^ in Tyrol. Immediately on landing a- 
mongtne Turks, he was seized as an aj^ostate Mahometan, and reduc- 
ed to slavery. By degrees, 4iowever, he excited favorable t^senti- 
ments,in consequence of having cured several sick sailors during the 
voyage. In addition to which he pleaded the necessity hefelt^wlvm 
in the American army of Africa, of conforming to the dress and man- 
ners of that strange and peculiar people of the west, under a belief 
that to be an American was not to be a christian. He was at length 
restored to the freedom of a faithful mussulman. He next visited 
Palermo, and there formed a temporary marriage with a female willin:^ 
to engage in such a connexion. 

About this time the new king of Naples threatened to conquer Si- 
cily in fpite of all the resistance that Ferdinand the. Fourth, and tlie 
£ngli(h could make. On this, leitensdorfer became alarmed for hi& 
own safety, knowing that he had no mercy to expect from French- 
men. He determined to embark as a passenger for the American 
States. But no master of a vessel could be found, who would receive. 
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jpower for fbe resforation of Hamet's fiiiBily. 
When he received information of his being appoint 
ed to the government of the Province uf Berne, 

hiin in that capacity. He then resolved to dtftr lumseH ais a sailor*; 
and was ent«^red as such on board a vessel bound to Salem in Massa- 
chusHts Here he learned to hand, reef alid steer, and ^o theadive 
business of a seaman He arrived at Salem in December, 1S09, and 
ftooii went on a visit to his old friend and fellow warrior at Brhhndd. 
He was hospitably received, and left his late geoend, with honorable 
sentiments of his'gcnerosity and bravery. By him be was advi^ied to 
trisit Washington, slnd to present himself to fte President and Secreta- 
ry; of State. For this purpose, Eaton had furnished Leitensdorfcr 
with recommendatory ietter«, stating the compensation due to him 
for his various services and losses. By these gentlemen, he was refer- 
red to the secretary at war ; and was sent from one to flie otlicr un- 
til his skill in surveying, drawing and engineering became known to 
the surveyor of the public buildings, and he thereby ^c^uired some of 
thcpatronaeeof Mr. Latrobe. 

Thus ht lived along occupying one of the vacant chatdbers in tMb 
northern pile of the capital, as a watch or an office keeper, providing 
and cooking for himself, and employing his hands m almost every 
kind of occupation, from the making of shoes, to the insnaring of 
birds, and rhe delineation of maps. 

This extraordinary man is about five feet ten inches in height, with 
dark eyes, black hair and brown complexion. His looks are lively^ 
his gestures various, and his limbs remarkably flexible and vigorous. 
Hfs forehead is ample, his features expressive, and his figure rather 
spare and lean, with such natur^ marks and powers, he has been 
enabled to assume the respective characters of Tew, Christian and 
Mahometan ; and of soldier, linguist, engineer, Jrarmer, and trades- 
man with uncommon ease And in short, he has proved himself to 
be one of the most versatile of human beings ; having acted during 
iis multifarious life in about thirtj^ different capacities. In the 
course of his adventures he has received several Wounds. And his ec- 
centric life has afforded incidents to gratify the inhabitants of Vienna 
by a theatrical representation of his character on the stage. 

He can utter the Hebreri' words almost exactly like a rabbi in 
the synagogue. He can recite the Latin prayers and homiles of the 
christians after the manner and in the tone of the capuchins ; and he 
j^ronounc^es the religious sentences of the mussulmen in Arabic, with 
the earnestness and emphasis of a mufti. All these he performed for 
mp swcessively one morning with singular readiness and skill. 

To complete his strange story, Mr. Bradley undertook to be his 
friend in trie senate of the united States : and that body jjassed a bill, 
ifttroducedby him, giving Leitensdorfcr a half section of land *( three 
hundred and twenty acres) and the pay of a captain from the 15th of 
December, 1804, to the 15th of December, 1805> being the time that 
he served as adjutant and ins)[)ectorof the army of the United States, 
in Egypt, and on the coast ot Africa. 

The generosity of the house of representatives was ' manifested by 
the insertion of an amendment to give him a whole section of a mile 
square (six hundred and forty acres) of land, instead pf three hundred 
and twenty. But the senate disagreed to it, and the house receded. 
So that his grant remained as originally introduced. 
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tkroogh the itistriimetitalltj of Doctor Dairis, lie ei^.^ 
pressed himself in the strongest terms of sati8fftetio% 
declaring he was then willing to die. 

In January 1810 be received a letter from Mn 
Humbert^ ^ long his most intimate friend while in 
Tunis^ to which he returned an answer : Extracts 
follow. 

Bnmfieldf Jan. I5thn 1810, 

My Bear Friend, t 

FORTUNE has reversed her tables.— 
I am no more Eaton. I Uve, or rather slay, in ob- 
scnrity and uselessness. The wound 1 received oil 
the coast of Tripoli> and others more early, have de- 
prived me of &n arm's use and the use of a^ leg~ 
W ant of economy, which I never learned, want of 
judgment in the speculative concerns of private life^ 
which I nerer studied^ and, what is more, privation 
of the consideration of a government which I have 
served, have unmanned me. * * 

A fellow first fed on horse chesnuts and then on 
charity now bestrides the world, and fiitlens on 

{;ore : we Americans venerate hiqi, because we have 
ost our national character ; perhaps it was never 
well fixt. We can shew you citijiens who fly to 
moifntains and caves for a hiding place ;. but our 

* The following l^ni^s were addressed to Mr, Humbert 
BY Eaton wrifiN LEAviNC Tunis. 

-.^ Tunis Bay, March 10/j&, 1805. 

Swift to^he western world I wiilg my way, 
Where light and freedom pour the radiant day ; 
|*eave the curst shores of chains and stern despair, 
To breath once more ray happy native air ! 
Yet while o*er ocean's heavmg breast I roam, 
Rapt in the charm of Liberty and home, 
My faithful friends shall claun the frequent tear ; 
But none more frequent than my friend Humbert. * 
Once reached the wished forjgoal, Columbia's shore ; 
My cares forgotten, my misfortunes o*er ; 
There from my peaceful fields again I'll write, 
What plain and honest friendship shall indite. 
Till then, adieu, Humbert ; may God extend 
Bliss to thy wishes, and preserve m>'/r/^«rf. 

• Pfionounced Hums^berl- 
5t 



\ 
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WKN tfre m fifliper. Fre^ puficrse^^ bat no h^v^ 
MCaA. * * * 

i am glad you a;re well ; wlifen I am m^ I will 
write yoa more. Death hai? f aid bimitelf along flMc; 
and thrown bis graf^lingd upon miy qtiaHer ad fbre- ' 
eastle^ but I keep \A\k off mkliships yet.^^ 

Daring the winter of 1809-10, 6en. ExTOKwas 
mueli idf the time confined to liis Iiouse or his cham- 
ber with rheumatic and goutj» complaints^ The se- 
verky and continiiaw^ of his pains and his sufferings 
had however no admonishing affect in pveducing t 
iSlMinge in his regimem. Hits^ friends and relatiims^ 
sometiipes with timid delfcaey, sometimes with to- 
proftdhfal openness, and often with paftieiie tender- 
nest, entreated and encouraged^ a reformation of bis 
habits. His resolntions of amendment were not 
nnfrequent, but never executed. Nn man was more 
s^sible tlian himself of the inevitable, eonseqnenee 
of bis excesses. At times, wakened by considera* 
tions of duty to his family, and his hope- nf reestab- 
lishing his diaractet*, und becoming nsefnl to the 
comtnt;imty, be would 

Posh dishonest purpose to resolve, > 

Iiv all the magnanimity of thought, 
Resolve, and re -resolve ; 

bat was ever incompetent tu performance. Reflex- 
ions on his past misconduct, the loss of properly by 
his imptudi^nre, und tlie loss of rcpntation by his 
excessive indulgence, produced only sorrow and re- 
morse, frunn wliichiic sought immediate relief by re- 
currence to the temporary reJief of the glass. 

In the winter of 4810-11, he Was m^eh confined 
with an increase of chionic complaints and gener- 
al debility. His appetite for footl was {Almost totally 
gone. His feet aud anlvles* became sivolcn, anda 
dropsy gradually ensaefl. His sti*ength daily failed, 
so that in April he was scarcely able to walk. 
When the weather was pleasant he occasionally 
took a short ride in a chaise. lu one of his lasi at- 
t.^mpts to go abroad, he called upon a friend in the 
town, (Col. A. Morgan,) to rest and refresh bifnfself. 
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Bttmg Ha sta^ he eoDYCtrMd with caliiiBesg on his^ 
9pproaehitigd]sso1tttiQD; gave direotioQft for bis fusev*. 
at; aiul, ealliiig iw a pern anA ink^ aflei* consnl- 
tatioA witih his friend, gave tiie names of four 
Ontaneld^ who had eomi^aiided ^ iregiment of mili- 
um of that town and viciaity^ fior his beafers. 

In the iotervals of distress and oecasional relaxa- 
tions from pain^ he was frequently sociable^ £aeetioii» 
ovsatirieal. A neighbor^ a cabinet makei> having 
emitted to aeehimj, a few days bdWe bis deaths he 
snddeq]^ ^turned his hbad te^wards him. and calling 
him by name, addressed him t^iis ; '^ If you should 
liaye the mskiag «f my eoffin^ let me beg of ycm no^ 
to mak|i it of J»ii2e^ for I »n't bear the smell of it : 
and take«eare not to place me on my back^ for in 
tliai position 1 am very subject to the night mare/' 

To the last^ :«^ile he had the command of his 
senses^ he was inqnisitive for foreign news and pol- 
itieal information, ^e considered this cxmntry as 
i^old to Franee^ utiiess the jieople shoukl seasonably 
refuse to sanctify ibe bill of sale of it by the admin- 
istration ; which he rather hoped than expected. 
His opinions of Jeffefson and Madison were express- 
ed With the most bitter execrations. 

He languished, becoming daily more weak, his 
legs and abdomen continuing to swell, till Friday, 
May 34 st, before his senses or his memory seemed 
mueh impaired. In the evening of that day, two 
gentlemen coming to liis bed side, and enquiiiag the 
state of his health, he readily made answer to one of 
them, calling him hy name ; but when addressed by 
the other he could neither call him by name, nor be 
made to notice him. 

One of his neighbors and the editor of -this vol- 
ume watched wrtli him during fl»e night. He seem- 
ed insensible to all that passed, or unable to express 
liimself« At. one time, however, during the night,*be- 
ing asked if lie would not take some drink, he dis- 
tinctly replied ; '^ Yes, I believe I will.^^ About 
sunrise, being asked if lie wished hjis head raised^ he- 
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aiMwered ^^ Tm^ tAty I tfaiak yon/' . Ai other tkoM 
he took no noiiee of what wm eaid er done ; and 
these Were the last words he uttered. His respira^ 
Hon was regular dariBg the day fcAlowiiig ; bat 
gradoall J more and more rapid a«d diffiealU Aboat 
twenty nunotes before nine. o'clock in. the eveoiit^^ 
June Ist^ he breathed his lairt^witbmta ^poaftor 
struggle. 

On the succeeding Tuesday he was buiieA under 
arms according to his wish ; Ms btMrenColmuABSem* 
9ionSy Morgan^ L^n tmd Patru:k. His bo^^ wfts 
carried to the Meeting iiouse, whwe a Teiy able, 
pertinent and pathetic . discourse was dt^vmd by 
the Rev'd Doctor Welch of Man»fteld,-(C0n.) 

Thus prematurely fell Gek. Wm. Eatow, a man 
blest by nature with talents of the highest gradie. 
His career was brilliant and eecentifc. He perform- 
ed much, and was adequate to the performance of 
much mcure^ had prudence kept pace with his ambi- 
tioh. His competency for greater actions' ought mii 
howevi^to diminish the lustre of what he has at- 
chiered. That he did not duly respect himself and 
maintain the high reputation to whidi he wa» ai one 
time exalted^ for the continuaiice or increase of his 
own fame and the service of his countfy^ is a suliject 
of just lame^talion: but, in the words of Doctor 
Johnson^ '^ when it is oh|ected that much is omitted, 
let it not be forgotten that much also is perf0rroad/^ 

Gen. Eato^^s frequent imprudences of deport- 
ment have induced nmny who were but little acquaint- 
ed with him to hold but a mean opiniim of his abiiir 
ties. Hisconduet, at times^ was such as to justify 
among strangers the entertaining of such sentimee^s ; 
but those who were intimately acquainted with liim 
could possibly possess no other than an ^^alted opin- 
ion of his intellectual powers. Instead of a militiLryy 
liact he pursued a literary course 5 as a poet, divine^ 
stateman or orator, he would have had few cooaqpeti^ 
tors. I once asked bim what accident, or whether 
deliberate choice^ first incited his desire of a military 
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\kh^ He told me it was the perasal, wken a boy, of 
an odd vDlame of Pltitarch^s Lives* or some other 
military biography, which directed his young ambi- 
tion to tltc pursuit of glory by the profession of armis. 
While ia college however he was at onetime resolv- 
ed on the rtady of divinity ; and, after leavii^ Uie ' 
Uniyersity, he at another time determined on the 
study of law : for which purpose he entered his 
name in an Attorney's office at Windsor (Yt.) and 
wmild doubtless have persevered had he been disap- 
pcunted in his ajpplieatidn for a commission in the 
army of the United States, 

. Amon^his loose manuseripts I find the copy of a 
letter, dated, ^' Ruins of Utica, August SSd, 1799,'^ 
directed to the Rev'd Doctor Welch, inclosing a 
sermon in support of the Immortality of the Soul; 
from which a few extracts are here made. 

^^BbV£R£ND and Dear Sir, 

IT recurs to me that many years ago I 
promised you to ^^be a minister." ^^It is not in man 
. that walketh to direct his steps.'' The incidents 
which have marked the path of my life since I thus 
plighted myself, no human penetration could have 
foreseen. — ^I can hardly say I have, had a volition 
in them. I should thenhave thought it frantic in any 
one who should have predicted that at a future period 
I should date a letter to you from the rains of Utica. 
'^ Among the earliest moments of my beginning to 
think, the Christian religion exhibited to a mind, de- 
sirous of immortal life? excellent beauties, and 
sublime hopes : and though the evolutions of my 
existence hitherto have afforded fewer proofs of this 
imfHression than the sublimity of the subject should 
produce, it is nevertheless my frequent, though secret 
theme. * * ^ 

" Placed as I am at present among ruins of human 
et|terpri$$e and ambition and monuments of human 
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gcefttoess, vfhkk Ue hmtkA beaeiditke waste of m- 
ny tboMand years^ this sobjeet imposses itself ma 
my mind with new solemiuty and more impatieaee t& 
believe. * ♦ * 

^ Ammig IH7 collegiate oumasenpts I tnd somethiiig 
which I intended as the base of a scraicaai. On aira^ 
vieW; at this late ]^riod9 1 ree<iignise the thongUa ; 
and, incoherent as they are, I give them to yatt« 
¥oa will find little in them but the rhapsody ^ 
youth : but I hare neither time nor means io piv%' 
them the featares of coiTectifrgumeot. ^ ^ 

'^ Because priests have in all countries, exoept the 
Unit<^ States, prostrated our religion to an insteu- 
mentof oppression, it is no argument a§Riuat4be 
system. W hat good institutian of government «^ii^ 
er in the religious, moral or political world^ has not^ 
in the hands of avadcions, cruel or ambitious men, 
undej^one the same violation ? * * 

'' The spotless life of Jesiis is as great a mirade as 
his resunection. Who ever lived as he lived ? 
When his enemies arraigned him at the tribunal 
which was t<^ decide on life and deaths of what did 
tliey accuse liira ? Not of one moral vice ! TheJStom- 
an Giovcmor with great propriety observes : He 
found no faak in him. * * ^ 

^' When^ among his adversaries, we find a nmn who 
can introduce a better syst^ for a rule of praetiee , 
and give us examples of more distinguished virtue^ 
'then shall we be safe in abandoning the Nazarlne 
and following the reformer. But it so happens that , 
the more a wise man assimulates himself in disposi- 
tion and practice to the character of a perfect beings 
the more he resembles tlie Man of sorrow. * * * 

^' Do we ever hear a dying man regret thst he has 
lived soberly^ righteously and Godljf^ in the world ? 

^* Onr system estibHshes ajust balance between the 
monarchy of reason and the anarchy of the palbsions. 

*^ It is the revelation of God. * * 

^^ How should God but reveal what he has so deep- 
ly implanted in the human system ? "* * 
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^ The materialnt calls it pride. Bat hk very la- 
ftM^ prove that this priAe exists in his own^reaet. — 
What but a desire of being immortalized in the 
memory of his sitrvivors eould prompt him to 
the laborioas tesk of blotting out the hope of fiatiirity^ 
ami of establishing a < creed altogetlier useless to 
mwrirind^ finfl ^rue! to the wretclied ? * ^ 

^^Wliatis ambition ?^ — Why are monuments erefct- 
e* ? Why preserve the likeness of odr friends ? ^Tis 
immoftaUty;— Why does the shepherd carve his 
name in the green bark of many a shrub ? 'Tls ivi- 
Mortalily, though he fcnow« it not. 'Tis the God of 
natltre mtrviirg in his breas»t. * * * 

' ^^ No man ever desired eternal 4eath till guilt first 
tnftde him shun fhe lights and pride foHbade repen- 
takce. * ' * * 

^* We find in all ages that the nd^'ocates for im- 
mortality have been the supporters of moral virtue^ 

^^ If %ve cannotflnd argument^ in natural philoso- 
phj", to support the doctrine of the immortality of the 
soul, so neither can we to prove the contrary. ^■ 

^* If those whfli have placed their chief good in tem- 
poral enjoyments can content themselves with a good 
so transitory, — and if they are willing to ilattcr the 
wicked with this daric sainctuary of ^iiiH 5 it is nev- 
ertheless unkind to dejnive the poor, the foriryr% the 
faithful, who liave wandered as strangers and pil- 
grims through the tribulations of this world, of a hope 
so hospitable as a Savior^s bosom ? * 

^^ Dare we impeach the goodness of God of having 
jirepai-ed no reward for the righteous ? — Shall thr 
hope of the just perish? ^ * 

'^ It will make the burthen of fife easy and the pil- 
low of death void of terrors. These arc advantages 
which cannot be found in speculative philosophy. — 
They are precepts whic^h the world can neither give 
nor lake away. * * 

^^ Philosophers argue that the decomposition of thi- 
animal system returns each material particle to its 
proper element. Why will not tUe argument applv 
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also to the rational principle with us ?^Why may 
nut even philosophy argae that this also shall return 
to its original source ? — 

G£N. £/^TON^s voice in pubUc speaking was lood 
and distinct^ his pronunciation slow and imwessive. 
Almost hi« only exhibitions of public elocution were 
during one session of the legislature of this state : 
but enough was then discovered to Warrant the be- 
lief that, if he had devoted his mindto the foram m 
the pulpit, he would have been one of the best of 
public %peakers« 

Of poetry be was fond though he never wrote 
mach, nor was his poeth^^l reading very extensive. 
The few pieces published in this volume however 
discover great strength of mind and great creative 
powers, with but partial cultivation. In a volame 
of his journals I find the following 

ODE. 

When God, the Architect Supreme, 
At first conceived the amazing scheme. 
From chaos and eternal night,^ 
To call up order, worlds and light, 
Deep in the omniscient mind, the plan 
On fellowship revolved ; vrbtn mam - 
Breached from his own existence, «toed 
A beauteous poitrait of his God ; 
For love, for social joy refined, 
To every social joy inclined. 

Blissful roll the moments on ; 

Glad'ning eve and cheerful morn ; 

Manly friendship, sacred love, 

Eden's peaceful bowers improve. 
But envy fe?l assumed control, 
And ranc'rous passions seized the soul ; 
Chaos o'erw helmed the world again ; 
Confusion re-assumed her reign ; 
Horror o'crcast the aflTrighted east s 
And nature trembled to the west. 
Man wept ; accused ; eadle his doom-^ 
A friendless, hopeless vast to roam ; 
Where haie, distrust, revenge and blood, 
Effaced the image of his God I 
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Deitrls dreiir c<mv^ no charmji i 

Erevy ru&tiiog leaf alarms : 
Jealous thorns to love succeed ; 
Friendship's vows a thistle breed. 
With pitf n]ov'd*-4he Almighty Mind 
Again conceived i tte Lodge ordained ! 
t. . Resolved en this eternal base 

T'engrave hiB name ;*restore our race ', 
To earth give radiance from its day ; 
Pour on the blind its visual ray ; i 

Extend its ofb where thought extendi ; 
•Nor end its reign till nature enda : 
Bid peacey and truth, and joyy and love 
^ . Immortal round its centre move. 

Happymortals siw once more 
' Blissful days like days of yore ; 
' ' Man, to ancient faith restored^ 

Resumed the image of hb Qod. 
Beamed from the east a genial ray ' ; 
To western climates winged its way ; 
Found out fair Freedom^s hemisphere, 
And shone a Consteilation here. 
Approving Heaven, with fostering hand, 
Gave masons triumph through this land ; 
And,firmly to secure our craft * 
From bigot rage, and env/s shaft, 
Sent a Grand Master, Freedom's sod^ 
The God-like patriot Washington I 

Brethren, let's hail our Washinotok, 
While planets Uirough their orbits run^ 
Aitd ever let his birth-night be 
Tods an annual jubUee.— 
WoBhington City^ Feb. 10, .1804, ComfiOMcd for the celekra* 
Hon of St. GK0RG£[WASHiMOT0N3ar Monsoti^ a 2d insf. by 

WILLIAM EATON. 

Tliese few specimens of his poetry, perhaps near- 
ly all he ever wrote, though sometimes eccentric 
and incorrect, are sufficient to prove that if he. had 
followed the Muses rather than Mars, his pursuit 
would have been crowned with success. 

The remark of the Roman Satmst, nullum nu- 
MEN A BEST SI SIT Prudeistia ; 710 deity i$ absent 
where there is Prudence ; though well known to Ea- 
ton, had little effect on his deportment. Few men 
55 
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had less g^verimeot wet Hm mtrai^ mwn^r. WUat 
he thought at the moment was ^nerally uttered at 
the moment^ without regard to circumstances or con- 
sequences. So i^prud^nt a j&i^o^i^efiyft fr^qp^tly 
generated distas^ar e^'^^d eimoijes. , 

It has been asserted that aU men hitve. nearly an 
equal share of Yanit}-^ and that ^e appellation of 
modesty and egotism are bestowed only in propor- 
tion to the circums^eQtloi^ ox heedlessness with wjpicU 
that Vanity is concefijLfi^ Qriktvftyed. 4-s ^ gi^Si&ral 
rule this opinion is probably AorneitL WaoQ the real 
sentiments of the man apparency ttie most diffident 
displayed to universal inspcAton^ w^ should hardly 
know how to discriminatei or whom not to pro- 
nounce externally vaiDi^ It) th<e earlier pa^t of JEij^ 
ton's lifQ he was nQ&remairlMtbk for ansoganae;. per- 
haps not till his retuj^ from the MeditenwieaBL in 
1805, when in addition to ordinary approbation^ by 
many he was be-plastered with the most extrava- 
gant adulation. When he arrivpd in Ric^hn^ond 
^FzV^inia^^on his way from Hampton to the seat of 
Government [JSTov. 1805 J tjie Editor of one of the 
public papers there, the Enquirer, a man of ardent 
feelings but of little discrimination and ic^s genius, 
published along eulogy of childish extravagance, 
which, while it excitedii smile with men of discern- 
ment, was swallowed by Eaton with greediness and 
without offenee. Other papers also, desirous of ex- 
alting the American military character, little hesitat- 
ed at any extravagance of expression, that might ex- 
alt him or the reputation of his country. Anecdotes 
and sketches of his life soon circulated in the diiffer- 
ent periodical publications, which were not without 
their effect on his mind. Hence, as before observed, 

{robably arose the opposition in the United States' 
louse of Representatives to his receiving a medaF; 
for from this time, a relation of Ms own exploits^ and 
anecdotes of his own life^ were too apt in all compa- 
nies to engross his share of conversation ; and, from 
the long habit of commanding, he had accustomed 
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hittBdt fio assame un ilultKMritatiVe tbbe itf toioe aisd 
eontracti^li of brow, calciilftied fr^iitiittly nUiher to 
ins{iire dismast than respeet. These >rere however 
often btid asid^^ while hi^ ittitmu6r9 were ^nih^ Mn! 
copyersation inHtraetive> bis hilmor eniejrtaiiiiiig and. 
hfis withrilliaRt. 

InfiOiitei^4(iation8of lifemove tBaiEk; otheT!S> AmL 
ate liable ^adilally to eoca&ffli inte^peraite habitat 
pei4iaps iii the armjr iftjktetliaiteUewhore ; when the 
assoeiaiioa 'if the dBcets in ^fmaifmt, book» SGaA*C!e 
afid gefiteel eoiflfpaa^ oft^n not to he had. To shmi 
the taeiiwn titde of a peaeeful camf^, resort id there- 
fore had t0 the diversions of the ca^d taUe or tbe; 
fml^onons ]n-(Wotion of tem^rary hilarity. Hemr 
thoi^ ei^eoMe^itiay not at^ first I>e fitequent, habiiSsr 
are by degrees forfiied and codifmed^ which in timfe 
become too powerful for the feebU tesolntioils of the 
Yietim, and prerMtnrely drag Mm to his ^^ narrow 
dwelling.'? It U believ^ thut Baton was not fre- 
qii^tly the slav^ ofhis glas«^ till after his di^ap- 
lieintmeHt in not being permitted to^ march fronr 
Petne td Tripoli , and the sufferings of bis Sensibill^ 
ty whek h&fotind a majori^ty of the Wgislattare of his 
eonntry ii]»dispo8ed to bestoi^^ a trlftr^ eriidence of 
their respeet for bis servicesw His pecuniary affairs 
were at' thir time also emharUkssed by the delay of 
piayment bjr C^giwiss for money exf>ended in the 
public services. A wiitei^ ol considerable ingenuity 
and eltces«(ive severity with the utmost freedom rid- 
iculed, in a public paper at the seat of government, 
his pretentions to the chairacter of a warior or hero, 
and with much spleen exposed to the public some 
traits of vaAity and egotism wUeh had unguarded'- 
ly been exhibited by Eaton in a private circle. 
i)nriAg the Summer of 1807^ there were many who 
without ground considered him as having atfii*st 113. 
tened with pleasure to Burr^ .intending should iliere 
be a iH-ospect of success^ to join in his enterprise. 
During the trial of Burr he was exposed to the sar- 
casms and severity of his attornies, particnlaily the 
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eelebnited Mr. Martin ; snd^ by eards andbeititrg 
on the issue of the trials he lost consideraUe sisrais ^ 
moaey. He had certainly expectations of a high 
military appointment, Tpluch were eontinaeda year or 
two but defeated. These considerations preying «tt 
his mind depressed his spirits and tended to increase 
the frequency of his recurrence to the deceitfiil meth- 
od of restoring them by^ ruinous indulgeneeg: IBs 
constitution was of thb firmest kind ; and he long seem* 
ed unaware of tl^ inroads he was making iip6n it, 
Jm May 1808, returning from Philadelphia to Brittt^ 
field, his stage companion was his old Mend the ven- 
erable Amencan Aristides^ Mr. Pickering. Ont)^ 
morning of his arrival home, as soon «s he eMtei^ 
the room with his fellow traveller, he enqnit^d of bfts 
step son who was chosen to ^e next G^eral 
Court, folly confident of his own re-election. The 
reply was given, that there were two elected. He 
eagerly enquired who they Hvere. On being inform- 
ed, his cmmtenance l>ewrayed his dis^appoftited feel- 
ings. The stage stopped but a few moments, and 
Mr. Pickering took his leave. He declaredfae had 
taken nothing stronger than coffee aiid t«a.' for fi^e 
days, and intended to dismiss forever ihe ^^ €«ir«#d 
slow poison '^ as he called it. Boring bis absence his 
carriage had been- attaehfed for debt. Ue appefaired 
agitated and dejected, and shortly^after tiaok a walk 
to a neighboring inn^to^alleviate his sorrow. Alas 
buman frailty ! It is not improbable but that, had he 
met, on his return, incidents or information causing a- 
greeable sensations instead of vexationn, he might 
have adhered to his determination, and have been at 
this moment an honor and blei^sing to his country. 
But conjecture is useless, and riBgret unavidlmg. 
fie several tiihes deelared his determination to change 
his habits, but the trial of one or two days rendered 
his resolutions usek«Ss, 

There is no good reason to doubt but that in tn» 
younger days he was a serious and zealous believer 
in tS Christian relt^op.. His letter to Doctor 
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Weleh^ dated on the "rutins ai XT^a hi i9e9f diseov- 
eriiew natth kis BUad wa» affeeted with reBgkms 
eontemplations, thou^ sMie expresskms indicate \m 
iloul^ts 9 especially wheve lie speaks of his ^^ vnpa- 
Hence to believe." In another place he observes : 
^^ It is^ Bol fbr the foUowers of Jesas Christ to de- 
BouQM vengeam&e agiuBSt those mea who soberly 
ttmk themselves -into Tlieiiin. Christianity for- 
Ms it : and the parable of the good Samaritan gives 
«s a= striking example to the contrai^% We cannot 
admit therefore that the zealots in the eanse of 
Christianity who deal chiefly in mystet^y, and who 
would enforce belief cMefly by terror, are true copy- 
ists- fipomtiieir Benevolent Master/^ Yet, whatever 
might have been his opinions till within a few years 
of his decease, certain it is that for several of his 
lasft years he not only impro^'ed opportanities offer- 
ed, bat fre4|«iently sought them, to display his wit, 
his^ingennity or knowledge, in attempts to. weaken 
or d^iroy the arguments usually offered in sup- 
port of Christianity. Ridicule was sometimes 
his weapon ; at others he made use ^f manlv argu- 
ment ; pavticttlarly endeavoring to invalidate the 
miraoles related in the old iind new Testanventsby 
^leeounting for them on physical principles or mis- 
statement of facts. Mis acquaintance with ^e man. 
ners and customs of Palestine, £gyp^ and Arabia, 
gave him some advantages in debate over his oppo- 
nents. I have seveitil times heard him relate the 
conversation that took place between himself and the 
Mahometan Mufti, or chief priest, at Tunis. The 
Mufti heard his relation of Ae principles of the 
Christian religion and his arguments to support its 
divinity as well as superior purity and sublimity over 
the >{ ahometan creed* With great warmui and 
seal be then endeavored to coml)at his creed : 
and, on parting, with much emotion grasping his 
hand, wtth a broken vojk^e and streaming eyes, en- 
treated him to forsake his infidelity and fly to the 
true feitji, believe in the Prophet and save his soul. 
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view Mid OQ ^18 muAf in. leadidg. Um t9 a baji&f 
tiutt the om*ey of the Owu««ient wm. equally ex^ 
tended to tlie mond and sineeieiof ev^^ elimate^attd 
every ereed. 

Hopes^ fearft^ doubts and expeetationg^ £Faqiie«ftly 
a^tated hjs mind^ wiih regard to a fatare niM^ X 
short tiine befwe he Amd^ the last time of his beinjg 
able to xide abroad^ thesubject of a fotore statob^iag 
accidentaUy introdoeed, I aaked hkopinioii* WMIi 
more osjrel^ness oHudiffecencettianlhad^sq^etetedf 
he spoke of the dread of IfAim^ life conwon to must 
animals; witli respect to mm there was oaasefiar 
hope of future existence^ IM no positive eivident4& 
Formerly his hoi^es appmr to have hem mwh 
stroller ; as the following extraet will evidM^ 

^^ siace the ereation aad fltU <rf laan^ it has faaeft 
the conversation of the tiioughtfid to obtain mxmt ew 

'idence^^QSaeratiomUhope^existeaoe beyond tiiis 
span of life : because without such a hope all is *im^ 
ionary beire. From the first moineftt of tolkion ^ 
mind is put in pursuit of some disiatit olt^eet^ in the 
possession of which it antici^tes rest aftd eontmit- 
ment That object attained^ it pi^risbes ift the en|^. 
ment ; ^uaother succeeds^ and snotber in suecession^ 
till deat^ arrests bis puiput^ and leaves tiie man m 
if he had never enjoyed it^ seenpng to miligle hisr 
with original chaos« £vecy day brought conyieticHii 
of thecer^iuty oftbis catasiropne^ and admoniabed 

" meti of the folly of confining the whole exerdsa of 
the soul to the thing? of a world so transient and bo 
visionary. — He dared to soar and h^e a future ex- 
istence. Contemplating tlie infinite widdcm dbplay- 
ed in the construction of himseUi — ^bis capacity foe 
enjoyment, iiis proiiensity to hope-r^his ii^tiistctii^e 
dread of dissoldtion-^jiis inclinations io social love^ 
with all which he is endowed by the Gold of nature^ 
he humbly soars and asks his ^reat Creator^ if this 
be all a fiction ? Is there no distant clime^ unseen by 

1 mortal eye, to which the soul, tho rational principle 
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trithin Wf shall emigrate, and Ifed tiiat folness for 
whieh it is capacitated ? Reason aflirms ii^ but when 
or ichere 9 All is conjectHf e until revelation expels 
tho dottbts and bids him boldly hopct. — ^' The prom- 
ises which were first revealed to the fathers'' &c- 

^^ And life and immortality were brought to light'' &c. 

^f Ijf man be wholly mortal, why this pa^antry of 
worlds ? Why that* glorious luminary the sun ? W as 
it tipofcen into splendor to li^t as through this dark 
hesihenoiis world, into an abyss of everlasting night ? 

^^ If immortality be a fiction, then what is creation 
but a tragic drama, in which the human race have 
thousands of years been wretched actors ; Grod him- 
self being irathor and ^omoter ? 

Is it then that we are involuntarily brought upon 
this stage, to gaze a moment in astonishment and ad- 
BHratiim on the stupendous fabric of the universe, 
and then to close our eyes in eternal blindness, nev- 
er admitted to behold and pay our homage to the A- 
durable Being who has spoken this univerae into ex- 
istence; It should requiie stronger evidence to emw 
l)olden us to accuse the Supreme Intelligence of 
this farce^ than to justify us in hoping more worthy- 
ly of him, — " 

TheRev'dMr. Fay, the Minister of the town, 
called to see him as a neighboi?. . • Mentioning that 
probably he was convinced thatlvis mortal exit could 
not be long deferred, he asked him if he was ready 
to exchange worlds. ^' Oh, yes," said Eaton, *^ like 
a jack Tar I am always ready." Tlifr reply appear- 
ed ao unbecoming a man in his sitntition that Mr. 
Kay pressed the sabjecl no farther. Some time 
af^er, being about to retire, Gkn.Eaton, waving his 
hand, requested him to "stop, and informed him that 
itmiglit be agreeable to the family to i^iear a prayer. 
Mr. Fay asked him if be had any pa.rticular peti- 
titiQi^us to qftertothe Throne of Grace. He replied 
thathe[Mr. Fay] knew what was propeV on such 
occasions. • 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



440 LIFE OF 

The RcvM Clauk Brown of SwanziBy, [N. Kj 
formerly a settled Minister in Brimfield^ being iu 
town on a visits called to see Gen. Eaton. After 
casual conversation Mr. Brown expressed a hope 
that his reliance on the Intercession of a Sarior 
IVonld make tranqnil his last moments : he seemed' 
to assent by a nod of his head ; and befbi*e hid de- 
IMuiure requested him to pray with liim. 

Perha^^s it ought to be mentioned thui about two 
months before his death he was very desirous of 
having his children baptiee-d, to show^ as he observ- 
ed, his respect for the Christian religion : and he 
made application to Mr. Fay to perform the duty- 
After consulting some members of the church Mr. 
Fay wrote him a billet, informing him that his long 
absence from communication with the church, and his 
immoral habits, rendered it improper to perform suck 
service. Gen. Eaton was extremely indignant on 
receiving the letter. 

These minutes respecting his religious sentiments 
tee due to impartiality and truth. While th^may 
gratify curiosity, they cannot justly give offence to 
any one. The example of the last years of GhsK. 
Eaton can give no triumph nor consoJad'on to infi- 
delity. 

Generosity was one of the most distinguishing 
traits cf Eaton^s character. No man could take 
more pleasure than he in acts of charity. Wtien so 
reduced tlsat it was sometimes with difficulty that 
the family *^ could provide for the day that was pass- 
ing over them,^^ if a poor neighbor or Iravcller so- 
licited alms or assistance, he was ready to divide the 
last loaf or lajjt pound of meat. Tliis genei-osity 
was often in his better days carried to excess. Hav- 
ing once rode in a public stage a few miles he en- 
quired of the driver what was his demand. ^* A 
dollar/^ was the answer. He gave him an eagle and 
refused change. This 'anecdote stands not alone. 
T« his hottse he was ever hoi^itable orproftise : and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



G£N^ EATON. 441 

he delighteci in ^ving entertaiiimetits fo his towns- 
meii, friends and strangers. 

He was seldom backward in giving to enquirers 
anecdotes of his military life^ relations of his travels^ 
matdhes and skirmishes^ or a history of the manners^ 
eharacter and pursuits^ of people and nations wifli 
which he had been conversant. 

Between gi-oss flattery and just compliments he was 
but an indifferent judpe. H^ seldom revolted at the 
ihost barefaced prodigality of praise. Adulation 
Was generally a certain passport to his friendship ; 
and of this foible advantage was sometimes taken for 
Committing depredations on his property. 

He was never rich.. Re held the commission of 
a Captain in the army when he married, the income 
of which Was nnt more than sufficient for his sup- 
jport : and though Mrs. Eaton was left by her form- 
er husband in agreeable circumstances her property 
consisted principally of real estate. While he was 
Consul at Tunis, by commercial enterprise and exer- 
tion he acquired considerable property, a part of 
ivhich he soon after devoted to \he purchase of a- 
bout forty acres of erxcellent land near the meeting 
house in Brimfield^ and to the erection of an unnec-- 
essarily large house, the expense of which was little 
less than seven thousand dollars. In the manage- 
ment of his fiscal concerns, in the latter pkrt of his 
life, he was careless, extravagant and imprudent. 
Depending generally oh others for the execution of 
his ordeis and direction of his agricultural and do- 
mestic concerns, much w* wasted by profusion and 
inattention, and much was dissipated lie knew not 
how. Liberal to excess, his doors w ere ev er open ; 
.and, ostentatious in his hospitality, while hi! possess- 
ed the means of gratification he dellj^hted iu dijg- 
playing his generosity. In brief, for a cousiderahle 
time he lived as if he were in possession of a princely 
estate that could never be expended, listening to no 
advice, governed by no considerations of futurity, 
56 
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cheeked by no anticipations of inevita]ble cpnse- 
qnences. 

, Of the ten thousand acres of land eiveu him. by. the 
legislature of Massachusetts he sold one moiety iu 
the winter of 1808^ at fifty cent:) per acre. In the 
summer of the same year he was several times visit- 
ed by the sherift* : and biefore the autumii of 1800 
' most of his property^ even much of his household 
furniture^ was embarrassed by mortgage and convey* 
ance or lost at the fall of the hammer. He was too 
inattentive to avoid costs of suit by previous arrange- 
ment and timely provision ; hence, iu addition to 
tiie expenses of prosecution^ much property was sac- 
rificed for buta portion of its value. His cireum- 

I stances, as well as his credit, health ami character, 

might at any time have been retrieved by steadiness 
and exertion : but in proportion to the Incre^ase of his 
embarrassments seemed his indifference to the world 
JLud all its concerns. 

There were however moments when he fielt confi* 
dent of being shortly able to surmount his, difficulties 
a.ad abandon bis propensities. In the winter of 
1800, 1 one evening conversed with him, after f hft 
family had retired, till a late hour in the night. His 
c^vu situation, prospects and fears, were tbe subject 
of conversation. Introduced by himself. He permit- 
ted me to say what I pleased, not only without ap- 
parent offence, but with cheocful atteation* Af- 

( ter a full and uninterrupted historical dissertation 

i ou his merits, atchievements, disappointments, hope» 

&c. for several years previous j attributing his first 
recurrence to excess, partly to the gradual increase 

! of a careless habit, but principally to the ill treat- 

ment he had received from the general administra- 
fion ; I dwelt on the certainty of speedy ruin, without 
^«' reformation ; on the easy means of regaining, health 

and reclaiming credit, peace fortune and honor ; but, 
more than all, urged him to consider how high his 
tame still stood, and how probable would be Ms ad- 
venfcement, at least to the first offices in the gift of tli'^ 
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stale. He squeezed ray hand, affected even to tears, 
applauded my frankness ; and repeatedly, witk 
-much vvarmth of asseveration, expressed his deter- 
mination ^' to be a man ; to be Eaton again.'^ — En- 
terittg his room in the forenoon of the next day, he 
sccosted me with, "Good mornihg — say what yoa 
please, but — ^bo more lecturing — Come, take with me 
a gjass of ^irit and water." 

Such was his indifference and inatteution to hi« 
pecuniary affairs that he died insolvent, though not 
much- in debt, debts of honor so called not being con- 
sidered. . * 

From a candid examination of all the circum- 
istances and docuihents exhibited in this volume, I 
'think k must appear evident that Eaton was treated 
with great duplicity by the Administration, with re- 
spect to his counexions witb Hamet the Ex-Bash- 
aw. His letter to C5ol. D wight unfolds facts that 
testify the caution of JeffersoL, so as to enable him to 
throw censure on Eaton, if unsuccessful, as acting 
-vdthout authority *; or to demand credit, if success- 
fol, for assistance in 4he accomplishment of a great 
design. Why Lear was so anxious to make a treaty 
at the moment when in all human probability, w ith 
^TO^t assistance f*om the navy, our troops and 
«uch as might easily have been precured had the 
fairest prospect of^'geMtng possession of Tripoli, and * 
•^siforciug their own terms of acljustment ; it is not 
for me to say ; but for the reader to conjecture. 
^' At present,^"^ says Lear in his letter to the Secreta- 
ry of State, giving a history of his negotiation Mdth the 
Bashaw, ^' I confine myself to the subject of the ne- 
*gotiation and treaty. As I have always been oppos- 
ed to the Egyptian aad Derne expedition, I shall 
say nothing on that subject, especially as I presume 
there will be full communications respecting it from 
other quarters^^ — ^Why he was opposed to it, no 
.mention is made : but what can be more plain than 
that the success of Baton at Berne and the expec- 
tation of his threatened conquest of Tripoli an(J es- 
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tablisbment of the rightful sovr^jga in pltM of fain 
liTother the usurper^ were the pririeipd ea^useg of the 
treaty ; of the restoration of the eaptives ; aadprob*- 
ably of the saving of hoodreds of ihofisaiUb, if not 
of millions, by piwsrastinating the war- ^< Eatok/^ 
$aid an able offleer of rank then <^OQwan4ing ip t)ie 
Navy in the Mediterranean/^ yv^ running iiway Wl4i 
the honor of the Tripolitan ivar. Between aa a*py 
and a navy jealoufiiy ia common. What h^ 1b« na- 
vy done long before, aft^r the atchievment of Fee- 
ble ? Hence the readiness tp snatch th§ first oppor- 
tunity for a peace.''^ — 

Eaton was not only disappointed at th^ fate of 
the Resolution for granting him & mf^dal ; bifit pr^ilb^ 
ably more so, in not receiving ^i^me more ^n^tantml 
evidence of his country^s gratitude. ^^ How many 
lives, how much money/' say«J he, ^^ ha^ the^ f^eaee 
saved the United States ? Millions. To wlu^in is the 
credit due ? And do y<:;u refuse a bill of 840,000 ?— »; 
Impossible !'^ I know not why the sum of 840,000 
is here mentioned : perhaps he expected that> in^ 
stead ef a bill authorising the Department of State 
to adjust certain dii^putable items in his aoeoant, tine 
sum of forty thousand dollars would have been itiaert- 
ed partly ai^ paymiBut of jn^t claims, bnt|piittei4 
pally as a reward cif his hi^h merit and sterviees^ 
He certainly expected pecunuMiiF Of other remunera^ 
donuiiielibejouil wri at he received. Was such an ex- 
pec tali on unreasonable ? By uncommon reward fwr 
i uucommt)!) meiit and services of uncommon national 
atilityj iniluceineuli^ are extended to the ambilioujs 
and enterpiisingy for the accomplishment of great, 
dangerous, or brilUant atehievments, not lesis com 
diieivti to the glory than to the interest of the state. 
The ample lioiiorgj proiQotions and rewaxds, granted 
of laie to our national commanders, who have aaton* 
ished their country by their courage, skiH and con- 

auests, cannot fail of rousing a spirit of emulation 
[latmust hereafter increase the reputation and pros- 
nerity of the United States. How diff<2orent w^ th« 
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M»¥( mttfib didfaeBot sa^re the Uuited States^ by 
ike plan nnd d«>eo6^sfiil e^iCiBcation of a daring and 
daugsroaaBBterpm^e^ m«Qh mpertar ia exteiS and 
f^S^t to any of tjie late naval vUtories ; yet what 
was h^ mmu^nse ? il^at ^ven a vf>te of thanks ; a 
j^tigma the move Matter from the long agitation of the 
^ifoestuw ; no pi^oiion^ no pecuniary remunera- 
4iD% hut delay and difficulty ei^en in obtainining his 
jmstduMf ' 

Cr£K. Baton was not a profound scholar. He 
]ii>wever read much and thought much. To the 
6reffk language he paid no attention after leaving 
ihe University ; to the Latin but little : the French 
and Italian languages he could read with ease and 
speak M^ith considerable fluency. History^ geogra- 
phy and tactics w^re his principal studies : w^ith the 
fbrifter he was much^ with the last he was fully ac- , 
%uaiiited. . MHitary parade and the sound of the 
,drttm and the fife gratified and animated him to the 
Iwfc 

He was naturally a rhetorician. Though he 
aemcely knew by name a figure of that art, he used 
most of them with correctness. His language was 
hMmomouA, energetic^ and correct ; as his official 
audi o^ther correspondence evidently testifies. 

Of that virtue usually called pablic spirit he had 
a very great portion, eften indeed carryiog it to ex* 
cess by expenditures beyond his income. The 
wellfare and improvement of the town in which he 
lived ei^rossed much qf histime« and much of his 
mooey. 

In his deportqient towards his family^ and others. 
: in the lattcar part of his life, he was irregular and ca 
pricioQS, sometimes treating them with affability auU 
gentleness^ and sometimes with liRrshtiess^ sever- 
ity, and great rudeness : angry at one time witli- 
out a motive, and pleased at another without a 
cause : hence his commands were often foolish oi^ 
i^bsurd, of course ii^glected;^ or obeyed fi*om terror 
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rather thtn respect or affection. Nothing that could 
be effected by the patience^ dificretidn^ good sense 
and singular fortitude, of bis wife, was' witiifceld^ ta 
correct his irregalaritiM and promote his cmfcu^. 

In li£s pecomarj^altn^ he appears^ to have beea 
governed by principHs of justice, h^oi^and* generos- 
ity. There IS no douU; bat that he mi^t have a* 
massed a considerable lortone while Gousul at Tu«-' 
His, had he employed the many opport^ities which 
were there afforded for robbing his ^veniment, al- 
most without the possibility of detection. Horw easi- 
ly he might have enriched himself may be learned by 
referring to the SSOth page of Ihis volume. Few in- 
deed would have neglected the fai^ i^^wtnnity he 
had of securing eight or ten thousand dollars by the 
purchase of the six Danish vessels a^ <me third theur 
value. He restored them at their «ost. The rea.- 
sons for which, given in his letter to Mrs. Eaton, do 
honor to his feelings. — ^' Ask you why ? Because 
4here is more pleasure in being generous than- rich. 
Man wants but little^ not that litUe long. I have 
had the pleasure of jseing eighty six unhaj^y cap- 
tives embark in these vessels, and shape their course 
for their native country.^^ 

Gen. Eaton was about five feet eight iuelie» in 
height : of a fair complexion, inclining to ruddiness : 
his eyes large and blue, expressive of energy, peue- 
tratiou and autlm^ty, impatience and disquietude <: 
his nose of the ordinary sis^ and ishape : his mouth 
lange ; his lips full but not swellmg : his eye bones 
UQcammonly large, and bis forehead immediately a- 
bove remarkably retreating, then raised to the ordL- 
nary height. His whole x^ountenance announced vig- 
or, dignity and command ; but, especially in his 
last years, more their assumption than native pos- 
session. 

He left five Children ; three fine daoghtei'S, aged, 
at his death, about sixteen, fourteen and. twelve ; 
and two sprightly boys, about six and four years erf 
age. 
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Pr^m the works qf the late Rokert Treat Pained Ag. 

ODE. 

WjrHtea fef} and song at tlfe Annhrersarjr of the Gen. Eatok 
Fire Society, January 14, 1808. 

' * 2W«f— -** GOd SAVB THE Kia<S," 

Blest be the sacred fire. 
Whose beams the man inspire^ 

Panting for praise J 
RenoMOi ker laurel rears. 
Not in a nation's tears, 
But in the Sun) that cheers 

Her hero's bays. 

In Afric*s cells confined, 
Columbia's sons had pined, 

'Mid hopeless gloom i 
By native land forgot, 
By friend " remembered not," 
They delved their captive $pot. 

And hailed their tomb ! 



] 



Who, for the brave, could feel ? 
Who warm, with patriot zeal, 

Their country's veins ? 
£atoi^, a glorious name ! 
Siruck» from the flint of fame, 
A spark, vrhos^ chymick flame 

Dissolved their chains* 

O'er Lybfft's desert sands, 
Ble led his venturous bands. 

Hovering to save ; 
Where Fame her wings ne'er spread 
O'er Alexander's head, 
Where Caio bowed and Wed 

On glory's grave. 

Though earth no fountain yield, 
Arabs their poignan^ds wield, 

Famine appal ; 
EaTom all danger braves, 
Fierce while the battle raves, 
Columbia's Standard waves, 

On Derne'.s proud wall, 
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Ii6bg to die brave be g^t en 

The best rewattl of Heaven, V 

On earth beneath ! . ♦ 

H» eouAtry'^ SpM!tai> pnrifk^ 
To bDiie9t &Bie ame4, 
No serpent e'er ahall glide 

Under his wreath. '' 

Blest be the sacred firc) 
Whose beams the man inspire. 

Panting for prai^ ! 
Renown her laurel rears, 
Not in a nation's tears, 
But in the Sun, that cheers 
Her Heroes bays. 

Extract from a very meritorious Poem delivered before the 
JVoMhtngton Benevolent Society in JSfevfburyfiwty Octobet* 
3rth| 1813, by John PtEtivo«T| Cs^^ 

Then^ nay since then, while yfet a twiljght grey 
Gave to our eyes the parting beams of day,*** 
For, when our sun, * our glory sunk to rest, 
He fringed with gold the curtains of the west. 
And poured a lustre on the world behind^ 
That faded, as the mighty orb declined ;— 
Our eagle, soaring with unwearied flight. 
Mid clouds t'enjoy the last faint gleam of light, 
With piercing eye glanced o'er the wat'ry waste, 
And saw her flag by Mus^ulmen^diagraced ; 
N^-— heard her children on Numidia's plains. 
Sigh for their homes, and clank Abdallah*s chains : 
The gen'rousbird at that iucensitt| vifiSi 
Caught ^rom the clouds her thu^^ as she flew, 
With dreadful shriek alarmed the guilty coast, 

^ And launched the bolt on CaramelU^M host«-^: 
Crescents and turbans sunk in wild dismay ; 
The Turkish soul, Indignant, left its clay,— 
Though to the brave, a rich reward is given, 
The arms Q^HourU^ and the bowers of Jieaven-* 
And Eaton trod in triumph o'er his foe, 
Where once fought Hannibal and Scipio. 

* Washington. 

There is an error in the 10th page of this volume : the nartieof Ge5^ . 
Eaton's father was Nathaniel, instead of Jfatharn 

Fijsris. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OUU -*- 



y 



cr\^. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



